
child-centered education dewey

child-centered education dewey represents a transformative approach to
teaching that places the interests, abilities, and experiences of the child
at the forefront of the learning process. Rooted in the progressive
educational philosophy of John Dewey, this model emphasizes active learning,
critical thinking, and the development of problem-solving skills rather than
rote memorization. The child-centered approach encourages educators to tailor
instruction to individual students, promoting autonomy and fostering a
lifelong love of learning. This article explores the principles, historical
context, implementation strategies, and lasting impact of child-centered
education as championed by Dewey. Understanding this educational philosophy
provides valuable insights into modern teaching practices and the ongoing
evolution of student engagement. The following sections will detail Dewey’s
philosophy, the core components of his educational theory, practical
applications in classrooms, and the broader implications for educational
reform.

The Philosophy Behind Child-Centered Education Dewey

Core Principles of Dewey’s Child-Centered Approach

Implementing Child-Centered Education in Practice

Impact and Legacy of Dewey’s Educational Reforms

The Philosophy Behind Child-Centered Education
Dewey

John Dewey’s educational philosophy fundamentally shifted the focus from
traditional teacher-led instruction to a more democratic, student-focused
framework. Dewey believed education should be grounded in real-life
experiences and that learning is most effective when students are actively
involved. Central to Dewey’s philosophy is the concept that education is not
preparation for life but life itself, meaning that schooling should reflect
the complexities and dynamism of actual living.

Progressivism and Education

Dewey was a leading figure in the progressive education movement, which
sought to make schooling more relevant and responsive to individual learners.
Progressivism champions experiential learning, critical inquiry, and the
social nature of education. Dewey’s version of progressivism emphasized that
children learn best when they engage with meaningful activities that
stimulate curiosity and relate to their interests.



Democracy and Education

Dewey viewed education as a vital component of a democratic society, where
students learn to participate actively and responsibly. Child-centered
education under Dewey’s philosophy fosters collaboration, respect for diverse
perspectives, and the development of social skills necessary for democratic
citizenship.

Core Principles of Dewey’s Child-Centered
Approach

The child-centered education Dewey advocated is characterized by several key
principles that guide teaching and learning processes. These principles
prioritize the needs and experiences of the child, encouraging educators to
create environments conducive to exploration and discovery.

Active Learning

Dewey stressed that students learn best through doing. Active learning
involves hands-on activities, experimentation, and problem-solving tasks that
engage students intellectually and physically. This approach contrasts with
passive absorption of information and fosters deeper understanding.

Learning Through Experience

Experience is central to Dewey’s method. He believed education should be
rooted in the child’s direct interaction with the world, emphasizing the
importance of connecting new knowledge to prior experiences. This continuity
enhances retention and meaningful learning.

Individualized Instruction

Recognizing that each child is unique, Dewey’s approach advocates tailoring
education to individual interests, abilities, and developmental stages. This
personalization supports motivation and accommodates diverse learning styles.

Collaborative Learning

Social interaction is a critical element in Dewey’s educational model.
Collaborative learning encourages communication, teamwork, and shared
problem-solving, which helps develop interpersonal skills alongside academic
knowledge.



Encourages critical thinking

Promotes creativity and innovation

Supports emotional and social development

Aligns curriculum with student interests

Implementing Child-Centered Education in
Practice

Translating Dewey’s child-centered philosophy into classroom practice
involves a range of strategies designed to engage students actively and make
learning relevant. This section outlines practical methods educators use to
embody Dewey’s ideals.

Project-Based Learning

Project-based learning is a hallmark of child-centered education. Students
engage in extended investigations around topics that interest them, requiring
critical thinking, collaboration, and application of knowledge. This method
reflects Dewey’s emphasis on experiential learning.

Flexible Curriculum Design

Teachers adopting Dewey’s approach develop curricula that are adaptable and
responsive to student needs. Rather than rigid lesson plans, instruction
evolves based on student questions and discoveries, allowing for personalized
learning paths.

Creating a Supportive Environment

Classroom environments under child-centered education are designed to be
welcoming and stimulating. This includes arranging physical spaces to
encourage group work, providing diverse materials for exploration, and
fostering a climate where students feel safe to express ideas.

Assessment Through Observation and Reflection

Dewey’s model moves away from standardized testing towards assessment methods
that value student reflection, portfolios, and teacher observations. These
methods provide a more comprehensive understanding of student progress and
development.



Impact and Legacy of Dewey’s Educational
Reforms

The influence of child-centered education Dewey has been profound and
enduring, shaping modern educational theory and practice worldwide. His ideas
continue to inspire approaches that prioritize learner engagement and
holistic development.

Influence on Contemporary Education

Dewey’s principles underpin many current educational innovations, including
inquiry-based learning, differentiated instruction, and social-emotional
learning programs. Schools embracing these concepts often report improved
student motivation and achievement.

Critiques and Challenges

Despite its widespread adoption, Dewey’s child-centered approach faces
critiques related to implementation challenges, such as balancing curriculum
standards with individualized learning and ensuring equitable access to
resources. Nonetheless, ongoing research supports its value in fostering
critical skills.

Continued Relevance

In an era emphasizing 21st-century skills like collaboration and creativity,
Dewey’s child-centered education remains highly relevant. His vision of
education as a dynamic, student-focused process continues to guide educators
seeking to prepare learners for a complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is child-centered education according to John
Dewey?

John Dewey's concept of child-centered education emphasizes the importance of
focusing on the interests, needs, and experiences of the child as the
starting point for learning rather than a fixed curriculum.

How does Dewey's philosophy influence modern
education?

Dewey's philosophy promotes experiential learning, critical thinking, and the
development of problem-solving skills, encouraging educators to create
active, engaging, and student-focused learning environments.



What role does the teacher play in Dewey's child-
centered education?

In Dewey's child-centered education, the teacher acts as a facilitator and
guide, supporting and nurturing the child's natural curiosity and encouraging
exploration rather than simply delivering content.

How does child-centered education differ from
traditional education?

Child-centered education prioritizes the interests and experiences of the
child, fostering active learning and critical thinking, whereas traditional
education often focuses on rote memorization and teacher-led instruction.

What are the key principles of Dewey's child-centered
education?

Key principles include learning through experience, the importance of social
interaction, fostering critical thinking, and adapting education to the
developmental needs of each child.

Why is experiential learning important in Dewey's
educational approach?

Experiential learning allows children to engage directly with their
environment and learn through doing, which Dewey believed leads to deeper
understanding and retention of knowledge.

How does Dewey's child-centered education address
individual differences among students?

Dewey's approach recognizes that each child is unique, so education should be
personalized to accommodate different interests, abilities, and learning
styles to promote meaningful learning experiences.

What impact has Dewey's child-centered education had
on curriculum design?

Dewey's ideas have led to more flexible, interdisciplinary curricula that
integrate real-world problems and encourage active participation, rather than
rigid, subject-based instruction.

How does social interaction factor into Dewey's
child-centered education?

Dewey emphasized the social nature of learning, advocating for collaborative
activities and communication among students as essential for developing
critical thinking and democratic values.

Can Dewey's child-centered education be applied in



today's digital learning environments?

Yes, Dewey's emphasis on active, experiential, and student-driven learning
can be effectively integrated into digital platforms by encouraging
exploration, collaboration, and problem-solving through interactive
technologies.

Additional Resources
1. Experience and Education by John Dewey
This seminal work by John Dewey explores the principles of progressive
education and the philosophy behind child-centered learning. Dewey emphasizes
the importance of experiential learning, where education is rooted in the
interests and experiences of the child. The book contrasts traditional and
progressive education models, advocating for a more dynamic and interactive
classroom environment.

2. The Child and the Curriculum by John Dewey
In this classic text, Dewey addresses the relationship between the child’s
interests and the educational curriculum. He argues that education must
balance the natural tendencies of the child with the organized knowledge
provided by the curriculum. The book highlights the importance of adapting
teaching methods to support the child’s individual development.

3. Democracy and Education by John Dewey
This influential book outlines Dewey’s vision of education as a fundamental
component of a democratic society. He stresses that education should be
child-centered, fostering critical thinking, social responsibility, and
active participation. Dewey presents education as a process that prepares
children not only academically but also as engaged citizens.

4. Constructivist Early Childhood Education: Provoking Thought and Reflection
in Young Children by Lella Gandini
This book integrates Dewey’s child-centered educational philosophy with
constructivist approaches. It emphasizes the role of children as active
learners who construct knowledge through experience and reflection. The book
offers practical strategies for educators to create environments that nurture
curiosity and critical thinking.

5. John Dewey and the Challenge of Classroom Practice: An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Education by Thomas S. Popkewitz
Popkewitz provides an in-depth analysis of Dewey’s educational theories and
their application in contemporary classrooms. The book discusses how Dewey’s
child-centered approach can inform teaching practices that encourage
democratic participation and experiential learning. It also considers
challenges in implementing Dewey’s ideas in modern educational settings.

6. The Power of the Child: Child-Centered Education in the Early Years by
Alison Clark
Focusing on early childhood education, this book highlights the importance of
recognizing children’s voices and interests in the learning process. Clark
draws on Dewey’s philosophy to advocate for environments where children are
empowered to explore and learn at their own pace. The book includes practical
examples and case studies from early years settings.

7. Learning by Doing: A Handbook for Professional Learning Communities at
Work by Richard DuFour, Rebecca DuFour, and Robert Eaker
Although broader in scope, this handbook incorporates Dewey’s philosophy by



promoting collaborative, student-centered learning environments. It
encourages educators to engage in reflective practice and continuous
improvement, mirroring Dewey’s emphasis on experience and community in
education. The book provides tools for fostering active learning and shared
responsibility among students.

8. Progressive Education at the Crossroads: How John Dewey’s Philosophy
Influences Contemporary Teaching by William F. Pinar
Pinar examines how Dewey’s ideas have shaped modern progressive education
with a focus on child-centered learning. The book discusses the relevance of
Dewey’s philosophy in today’s classrooms, emphasizing the integration of
experience, inquiry, and democratic values. It offers insights into adapting
Dewey’s approach to contemporary educational challenges.

9. Teaching for Joy and Justice: Re-imagining the Language Arts Classroom by
Linda Christensen
Christensen’s work, while centered on language arts, embraces Dewey’s child-
centered principles by advocating for education that connects with students’
lives and experiences. The book promotes teaching strategies that empower
children to engage critically and creatively with content. It underscores the
social and democratic purposes of education, aligning with Dewey’s vision.
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  child centered education dewey: The School and Society John Dewey, 2008-12 These two
influential books represent the earliest authoritative statement of Dewey's revolutionary emphasis
on education as an experimental, child-centered process. He declares that we must make schools an
embryonic community life and stresses the importance of the curriculum as a means of determining
the environment of the child.
  child centered education dewey: The School and Society and the Child and the Curriculum
John Dewey, 2011 Dewey lays out his philosophies of pragmatism, educational reform, and his
advocacy of democracy. In a time when education focuses primarily on rote memorization and
passive acquisition of knowledge, Dewey advocated a learning by doing method. He believed
students would become more well-rounded, productive members of society through their natural
inquisitiveness, and experimentation through interaction with the world.
  child centered education dewey: Child-Centred Education Harold Entwistle, 2012 This
volume is a critical study of one of today's most controversial topics in educational theory, setting
the many arguments in perspective and clarifying the issues that arise when attention is focused on
the learner. The author examines the problems of individual education, the distinctive demands
childhood makes on the school and the claims of social education. The related questions of freedom,
authority and discipline are then discussed, together with the ways in which curriculum
development must take account of the learner's interests, needs and dispositions in preparing
him/her for life. The concept of educating the whole person is critically examined, together with the
claim that education for life and the development of personal integrity require an integrated
curriculum. Since child-centred educational theory is often dismissed as irrelevant to practice, the
book concludes with an assessment of the various limitations which concern with practical activity
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imposes on educational theorists.
  child centered education dewey: The Child and the Curriculum John Dewey, 2015-02-24
  child centered education dewey: Curriculum for Utopia William B. Stanley, 1992-01-01 This
book examines the relationship between contemporary forms of critical theory and social
reconstructionism, as they relate and contribute to the construction of a radical theory of education.
It illustrates many of the persistent issues, problems, and goals of radical educational reform,
including the importance of developing a language of possibility, utopian thought, and the critical
competence necessary to reveal and deconstruct forms of oppression. Stanley perceptively and
clearly reexamines new challenges posed to various forms of critical pedagogy (including
reconstructionism) by the development of postmodern and poststructuralist theory, focusing on the
connections and continuities between them.
  child centered education dewey: Child Development & Pedagogy for CTET & STET (Paper 1
& 2) with Past Questions 3rd Edition Shalini Punjabi, 2018-07-11 The new edition of the book Child
Development & Pedagogy for CTET & STET has been updated with past CTET papers uptil 2016
(September). Further some past papers of various State TETs have also been added. The book
provides an exclusive treatment to the subject with special emphasis upon Child Development,
Inclusive Education, Learning and the Pedagogical Issues. The book has been divided into 10
chapters. For each chapter an exhaustive theory has been provided which covers the complete
syllabus as prescribed by the CBSE/ NCERT/ NCF 2005. This is followed by 2 set of exercises. The
exercise 1 contains a set of MCQs from the PREVIOUS YEAR Question Papers of CTET and various
STET's. The exercise 2, TEST YOURSELF provides carefully selected MCQs for practice. The book is
a must for all the candidates appearing in the Paper 1 and 2 of the CTET and all State TETs.
  child centered education dewey: The Child and the Curriculum John Dewey, 2014-11-01
John Dewey's book, The Child and The Curriculum, looks at the process of education from both
perspectives - child and curriculum. Dewey leads the reader to view the curriculum, what the child
must learn, from the child's present state of mind. He also considers the teachers point of view as
the vehicle that imparts and delivers the curriculum. Dewey understood that the structure of a
child's mind is far different from that of an adult. A child does not have a framework in which to
classify and place all the information he is receiving. The child is still developing both the context
and the framework to process information about the world around him. The child's interests lie in
the world of persons and relationships as opposed to that of facts and laws. Dewey identified three
factors in the fundamental divergence between the child and the curriculum. The child's experience
is narrow and personal, but the world is vast extending both in space and time. He sees a unity,
wholeheartedness, where the curriculum is specialized, and divided. The child's life is practical and
focused on emotional bonds; the curriculum is an abstract principal of logical classification.
  child centered education dewey: Child Development & Pedagogy for CTET & STET (Paper 1
& 2) with Past Questions 4th Edition Disha Experts, 2020-04-06 The new edition of the book Child
Development & Pedagogy for CTET & STET has been updated with past CTET & some STET papers
from 2016 onwards. The book provides an exclusive treatment to the subject with special emphasis
upon Child Development Inclusive Education Learning and the Pedagogical Issues. The book has
been divided into 10 chapters. For each chapter an exhaustive theory has been provided which
covers the complete syllabus as prescribed by the CBSE/ NCERT/ NCF 2005. This is followed by 2
set of exercises. The exercise 1 contains a set of MCQs from the PREVIOUS YEAR Question Papers
of CTET and various STET's. The exercise 2 TEST YOURSELF provides carefully selected MCQs for
practice. The book is a must for all the candidates appearing in the Paper 1 and 2 of the CTET and
all State TETs.
  child centered education dewey: Education and Sociology David Levinson, Peter W.
Cookson, Alan R. Sadovnik, 2002 First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
  child centered education dewey: American Educational History William Jeynes, 2007-01-24
American Educational History: School, Society, and the Common Good is an up-to-date,



contemporary examination of historical trends that have helped shape schools and education in the
United States. Author William H. Jeynes places a strong emphasis on recent history, most notably
post-World War II issues such as the role of technology, the standards movement, affirmative action,
bilingual education, undocumented immigrants, school choice, and much more!
  child centered education dewey: John Dewey’s Democratic Education and its Influence on
Pedagogy in China 1917-1937 Lei Wang, 2019-09-24 Lei Wang researches John Dewey’s pedagogical
influence on the historical context of China and compares his observations and his basic democratic
approach with the concepts and practical implementation of his Chinese students. As a result, it
turns out that the spread of pragmatic philosophy in China was accompanied by reductionism,
misunderstandings, Confucian doctrine and nationalism and that Dewey’s reform proposals can open
a democratic perspective on current challenges in Chinese society. On the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of Dewey’s research trip to China, the author emphasizes the contemporary significance
of his work. The results of her study can clarify and correct errors that continue to have effect today.
  child centered education dewey: The Early Childhood Curriculum Suzanne L. Krogh, Pamela
Morehouse, 2014-02-18 Based on research that demonstrates the powerful advantages of
integrating the curriculum while providing inquiry opportunities, The Early Childhood Curriculum
shows how to make such an approach work for all children, preschool through the primary grades.
The text demonstrates how to confidently teach using inquiry-based methods that address the whole
child, while also meeting and exceeding academic standards. Offering a foundation in early
childhood theory, philosophy, research, and development, the 2nd edition of this unique textbook
helps future teachers, as well as current educators, understand the why of curriculum in early
childhood and invests them with the skills they need to move from simply following a script to
knowledgeably creating curricula on their own. Since each curricular subject has its own integrity,
there is a chapter for each discipline, grounding the reader in the essentials of the subject in order
to foster knowledgeable and effective integration. The 2nd edition of The Early Childhood
Curriculum includes information on the most recent trends in national curriculum standards,
particularly in regard to the Common Core State Standards Initiative and the Next Generation
Science Standards. Coupled with this information are practical suggestions for meeting standards
while still providing young learners with a truly child-centered educational experience. Chapters
contain real-life vignettes that demonstrate inquiry and integration in practice. The entire text
reflects the philosophy that the use of inquiry to seek and obtain information is one of the most
valuable and powerful tools children can acquire along the way to becoming lifelong learners.
  child centered education dewey: Learning Theories in Childhood Colette Gray, Sean
MacBlain, 2012-04-05 By focusing on the early philosophies of learning and the key behavioral,
cognitive, and social theorists, this book provides a comprehensive overview of children's learning.
The authors discuss the key learning theories, highlight the strengths and weaknesses of each
approach and encourage reflection on how different approaches impact on the learning
environment. The discussion finishes with an exploration of the new sociology of childhood.
Examples are drawn from practice to highlight key concepts, and to make vital links between theory
and practice.
  child centered education dewey: Encyclopedia of Educational Theory and Philosophy D. C.
Phillips, 2014-05-19 Education is a field sometimes beset by theories-of-the-day and with easy
panaceas that overpromise the degree to which they can alleviate pressing educational problems.
The two-volume Encyclopedia of Educational Theory and Philosophy introduces readers to theories
that have stood the test of time and those that have provided the historical foundation for the best of
contemporary educational theory and practice. Drawing together a team of international scholars,
this invaluable reference examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the theorists
behind them and presents them in the context needed to understand their strengths and
weaknesses. In addition to interpretations of long-established theories, this work offers essays on
cutting-edge research and concise, to-the-point definitions of key concepts, ideas, schools, and
figures. Features: Over 300 signed entries by trusted experts in the field are organized into two



volumes and overseen by a distinguished General Editor and an international Editorial Board.
Entries are followed by cross references and further reading suggestions. A Chronology of Theory
within the field of education highlights developments over the centuries; a Reader’s Guide groups
entries thematically, and a master Bibliography facilitates further study. The Reader’s Guide,
detailed index, and cross references combine for strong search-and-browse capabilities in the
electronic version. Available in a choice of print or electronic formats, Encyclopedia of Educational
Theory and Philosophy is an ideal reference for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary
educational theory.
  child centered education dewey: Engaging Imagination and Developing Creativity in
Education (2nd Edition) Kieran Egan, Gillian Judson, Krystina Madej, 2015-09-10 Imagination is the
source of creativity and invention. This volume of essays has been collected expressly to bring
readers new ideas about imagination and creativity in education that will both stimulate discussion
and debate, and also contribute practical ideas for how to infuse daily classrooms with imaginative
activities. Researchers and educators around the world have taken up the discussion about the
importance of imagination and creativity in education. This global relevance is represented here by
writings from authors from Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Italy, Israel, Japan, and Romania. In the
first part of the book, these authors explore and discuss theories of development, imagination, and
creativity. In the second part, they extend these theories to broader social issues, including
responsible citizenship, gender, and special needs education, and to new approaches to teaching
curriculum subjects such as literacy, science, and mathematics, as well as to the educational
environment of the museum. Since the first edition of this book, Imaginative Education (IE) has
developed increasingly accessible strategies for teachers to routinely engage imagination in
everyday practice. New essays for the second edition include discussions about increasing political
consciousness, improving teacher education, and using mathematical evaluation in Part I, and
phenomenological approaches to media education in Part II.
  child centered education dewey: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early Childhood
Education Donna Couchenour, J. Kent Chrisman, 2016-03-15 The general public often views early
childhood education as either simply babysitting or as preparation for later learning. Of course, both
viewpoints are simplistic. Deep understanding of child development, best educational practices
based on development, emergent curriculum, cultural competence and applications of family
systems are necessary for high-quality early education. Highly effective early childhood education is
rare in that it requires collaboration and transitions among a variety of systems for children from
birth through eight years of age. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early Childhood
Education presents in three comprehensive volumes advanced research, accurate practical
applications of research, historical foundations and key facts from the field of contemporary early
childhood education. Through approximately 425 entries, this work includes all areas of child
development – physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, aesthetic – as well as comprehensive
review of best educational practices with young children, effective preparation for early childhood
professionals and policy making practices, and addresses such questions as: · How is the field of
early childhood education defined? · What are the roots of this field of study? · How is the history of
early childhood education similar to yet different from the study of public education? · What are the
major influences on understandings of best practices in early childhood education?
  child centered education dewey: Progressivism's Aesthetic Education Jesse Raber,
2018-06-29 During the Progressive Era in the United States, as teaching became professionalized
and compulsory attendance laws were passed, the public school emerged as a cultural authority.
What did accepting this authority mean for Americans’ conception of self-government and their
freedom of thought? And what did it mean for the role of artists and intellectuals within democratic
society? Jesse Raber argues that the bildungsroman negotiated this tension between democratic
autonomy and cultural authority, reprising an old role for the genre in a new social and intellectual
context. Considering novels by Abraham Cahan, Willa Cather, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman
alongside the educational thought of John Dewey, the Montessorians, the American Herbartians, and



the social efficiency educators, Raber traces the development of an aesthetics of social action. Richly
sourced and vividly narrated, this book is a creative intervention in the fields of literary criticism,
pragmatic philosophy, aesthetic theory, and the history of education.
  child centered education dewey: The Contemporary Relevance of John Dewey’s Theories
on Teaching and Learning JuliAnna Ávila, AG Rud, Leonard Waks, Emer Ring, 2021-10-26
Through expert analysis, this text proves that John Dewey’s views on efficiency in education are as
relevant as ever. By exploring Deweyan theories of teaching and learning, the volume illustrates how
they can aid educators in navigating the theoretical and practical implications of accountability,
standardization, and assessment. The Contemporary Relevance of John Dewey’s Theories on
Teaching and Learning deconstructs issues regarding accountability mechanisms, uniform
assessment systems, and standardization processes through a Deweyan lens. Connecting the
zeitgeist of the era from which Dewey’s ideas emerged and current global political, social, and
economic contexts, the book emphasizes the importance of resilient systems in reconciliating the
tension between standardized assessments and individual student development. Contributors
provide insights from a range of settings across Pre-K, primary, secondary, and higher education
and address topics including teacher agency, voice, leadership, and democracy. The volume will be
of interest to scholars, researchers, and academics with an interest in philosophy of education,
education policy and the impact of neoliberal agendas, as well as teaching and learning more
broadly.
  child centered education dewey: The American Model of State and School Charles L. Glenn,
2012-04-26 State and Schools argues that the American educational model represents a third way of
organizing the provision of schooling, and that this accounts for some of its strengths as well as
some of its weaknesses. Charles L. Glenn looks closely at the tradition of democratic localism in the
management of schooling, and the powerful and anti-democratic effect of the emerging education
'profession,' which has in some respects the characteristics of a religious movement more than of a
true profession. A sweeping chronological survey, State and Schools includes chapters on the
colonial background, schooling in the New Republic, the creation of an education profession, and the
progressive education movement, among others. Glenn's primary purpose, in this authoritative and
thoroughly researched book, is to illustrate the deep roots of ways of thinking about schools that
have made it difficult for policy-makers and the public to do what needs to be done to enable schools
to function as they should, for our society and for future generations.
  child centered education dewey: Child-Centred Education Harold Entwistle, 2012-05-04
This volume is a critical study of one of today’s most controversial topics in educational theory,
setting the many arguments in perspective and clarifying the issues that arise when attention is
focused on the learner. The author examines the problems of individual education, the distinctive
demands childhood makes on the school and the claims of social education. The related questions of
freedom, authority and discipline are then discussed, together with the ways in which curriculum
development must take account of the learner’s interests, needs and dispositions in preparing
him/her for life. The concept of educating the whole person is critically examined, together with the
claim that education for life and the development of personal integrity require an integrated
curriculum. Since child-centred educational theory is often dismissed as irrelevant to practice, the
book concludes with an assessment of the various limitations which concern with practical activity
imposes on educational theorists.
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