case study design

case study design is a fundamental research approach widely used across
multiple disciplines, including social sciences, business, education, and
healthcare. It involves an in-depth, contextual analysis of a particular
case—such as an individual, group, organization, event, or phenomenon-to
explore and understand complex issues in real-life settings. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of case study design, highlighting its key
features, types, methodological considerations, and best practices for
effective implementation. Emphasizing the importance of rigorous planning and
execution, the discussion also covers data collection techniques and
analytical strategies integral to producing credible and insightful findings.
By understanding the nuances of case study design, researchers and
practitioners can better harness its potential to generate rich qualitative
insights and inform decision-making processes. The following sections will
guide readers through the essential components and considerations for
designing robust case studies.
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Understanding Case Study Design

Case study design refers to the structured framework that guides the process
of conducting a case study. It allows researchers to investigate complex
phenomena within their real-world context using multiple sources of evidence.
Unlike experimental designs that focus on variables and control groups, case
study design prioritizes depth and contextual understanding over breadth and
generalizability. This approach enables detailed exploration of the dynamics,
relationships, and processes inherent to the case under study.



Key Characteristics of Case Study Design

Several defining characteristics distinguish case study design from other
research methodologies. It is primarily qualitative but can incorporate
quantitative data where appropriate. Case studies are typically bounded by
time and place, focusing on specific instances rather than generalized
populations. Additionally, this design is flexible and iterative, allowing
for adjustments as new insights emerge during data collection and analysis.

Contextual analysis within real-life settings

Use of multiple data sources and methods

Focus on a bounded system or case

Emphasis on depth and detail

Flexibility to adapt research questions and methods

Types of Case Study Designs

There are several types of case study designs, each serving different
research objectives and contexts. Selecting the appropriate type depends on
the research question, the nature of the case, and the intended outcome of
the study. Understanding these variations is crucial for constructing a well-
aligned case study design.

Exploratory Case Studies

Exploratory case studies are often preliminary investigations conducted to
define research questions, hypotheses, or to develop theories. They are
useful when the phenomenon is not well understood and serve as a foundation
for subsequent, more detailed studies.

Descriptive Case Studies

Descriptive case studies provide a comprehensive account of the case,
detailing its context, processes, and outcomes. The goal is to present an
accurate depiction of the case, often to illustrate a particular phenomenon
or to document best practices.



Explanatory Case Studies

Explanatory case studies aim to explain the causal mechanisms and
relationships within the case. This type is valuable for understanding why or
how certain outcomes occur, often using theoretical frameworks to interpret
findings.

Intrinsic and Instrumental Case Studies

Intrinsic case studies focus on the case itself because of its uniqueness or
intrinsic interest. Instrumental case studies use the case to gain broader
insights into a phenomenon or to refine theories, serving as a tool to
understand something else beyond the case.

Planning and Preparing a Case Study

Effective case study design necessitates meticulous planning and preparation.
This phase includes defining the research objectives, selecting the case(s),
and determining the scope and boundaries of the study. Clarity in these areas
ensures that the case study remains focused and manageable.

Defining the Research Problem and Questions

Clearly articulating the research problem and formulating specific,
answerable questions guide the entire case study process. These questions
should align with the chosen type of case study and reflect the intended
contributions of the research.

Case Selection Criteria

Selecting an appropriate case is critical. Criteria may include uniqueness,
representativeness, accessibility, and relevance to the research questions.
The selected case should offer rich data and meaningful insights pertinent to
the study objectives.

Establishing Boundaries and Scope

Bounding the case in terms of time, location, and context prevents scope



creep and ensures the research remains feasible. Defining what is included
and excluded from the study helps maintain focus and depth.

Data Collection Methods in Case Study Design

Robust case study design incorporates multiple data collection methods to
capture comprehensive information about the case. Triangulation of data
sources enhances the credibility and depth of the findings.

Interviews

Interviews provide direct insights from participants involved in or
knowledgeable about the case. They can be structured, semi-structured, or
unstructured, depending on the research goals and flexibility desired.

Observations

Observational techniques allow researchers to capture behaviors,
interactions, and contextual factors firsthand. This method is particularly
valuable for understanding dynamics that participants may not explicitly
articulate.

Document and Artifact Analysis

Analyzing relevant documents, records, and artifacts supplements other data
sources. These materials provide historical context, evidence of processes,
and additional perspectives on the case.

Surveys and Questionnaires

When appropriate, surveys and questionnaires can gather standardized
information from multiple participants, adding quantitative depth to the
qualitative case study design.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Analyzing data within case study design involves organizing, coding, and



synthesizing diverse sources of information to identify patterns, themes, and
relationships. This process requires systematic and transparent methods to
ensure the validity of interpretations.

Coding and Thematic Analysis

Coding involves categorizing data into meaningful segments, which facilitates
thematic analysis. Themes emerge from repeated patterns across the data,
helping to answer research questions and build explanations.

Cross-Case Synthesis

In multiple-case designs, cross-case synthesis compares and contrasts
findings across cases to identify commonalities and differences, enhancing
the generalizability of results.

Using Theoretical Frameworks

Applying theoretical frameworks during analysis guides the interpretation of
findings and situates the case within broader academic discourse.

Ensuring Validity and Reliability

Maintaining validity and reliability is essential in case study design to
produce trustworthy and credible results. Various strategies help achieve
these standards, addressing concerns about bias and subjectivity.

Triangulation

Triangulation involves using multiple data sources, methods, or investigators
to cross-verify findings. This approach reduces the risk of systematic bias
and enhances confidence in the conclusions.

Member Checking

Member checking involves sharing findings or interpretations with
participants to verify accuracy and resonance with their experiences.



Audit Trails

Maintaining detailed documentation of all research steps, decisions, and data
sources creates an audit trail that allows others to follow and assess the
research process.

Common Challenges and Best Practices

Case study design presents unique challenges, including managing large
volumes of data, maintaining objectivity, and balancing depth with
generalizability. Awareness of these obstacles and adherence to best
practices can enhance study quality.

Challenges in Case Study Design

Potential researcher bias and subjectivity

Difficulty in defining clear case boundaries

Managing and analyzing extensive qualitative data

Ensuring participant confidentiality and ethical considerations

Balancing depth of analysis with broader applicability

Best Practices for Effective Case Study Design

Develop clear research questions and objectives

Use multiple data sources to triangulate findings

Maintain transparency through detailed documentation

Engage participants in member checking

Apply relevant theoretical frameworks to guide analysis

Plan and adhere to ethical guidelines rigorously



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of case study design in
research?

The primary purpose of case study design is to conduct an in-depth,
contextual analysis of a limited number of events or conditions and their
relationships, enabling researchers to explore complex phenomena within real-
life contexts.

What are the main types of case study designs?

The main types of case study designs include explanatory, exploratory,
descriptive, and intrinsic case studies, each serving different research
objectives such as explaining causal links, exploring new phenomena,
describing contexts, or studying cases for their unique interest.

How does case study design differ from experimental
research design?

Case study design focuses on an in-depth understanding of a single case or
small number of cases within their real-life context without manipulating
variables, whereas experimental design involves controlled manipulation of
variables to establish cause-and-effect relationships.

What are some common data collection methods used 1in
case study design?

Common data collection methods in case study design include interviews,
observations, document analysis, and archival records, allowing researchers
to gather comprehensive qualitative and quantitative data about the case.

How can researchers ensure validity and reliability
in case study design?

Researchers can enhance validity and reliability by using triangulation
(multiple data sources), maintaining a clear chain of evidence, conducting
member checks, providing rich, thick descriptions, and applying consistent
data collection and analysis procedures.

In what fields is case study design most commonly
applied?
Case study design is widely used across various fields such as social

sciences, business, education, healthcare, and psychology to explore complex
issues, develop theories, evaluate programs, and generate practical insights.



Additional Resources

1. Case Study Research: Design and Methods

This book by Robert K. Yin is a foundational text in case study methodology.
It provides comprehensive guidance on designing and conducting case studies,
emphasizing the importance of research rigor. The book covers various types
of case studies and offers practical advice for researchers in social
sciences.

2. The Art of Case Study Research

Written by Robert E. Stake, this book delves into the qualitative aspects of
case study research. It highlights the interpretive nature of case studies
and encourages researchers to understand the unique context of each case.
Stake offers insights on data collection, analysis, and reporting with an
emphasis on the researcher’s role.

3. Qualitative Case Study Methodology: Study Design and Implementation for
Novice Researchers

This book by Pamela Baxter and Susan Jack is geared towards beginners in case
study research. It breaks down the design and implementation processes into
clear, manageable steps. The authors provide practical tips and examples to
help novice researchers navigate qualitative case studies effectively.

4. Designing Case Studies: Explanatory Approaches in Small-N Research

By David L. Collier, this text focuses on explanatory case study design,
particularly in political science and social research. It discusses
strategies for selecting cases and structuring explanations within small-N
research designs. The book is valuable for those interested in causal
inference through case studies.

5. Case Study Methodology in Business Research

Authored by Jan Dul and Tony Hak, this book explores the application of case
study methods in business and management research. It covers design, data
collection, and analysis tailored to business contexts. The authors also
address challenges and ethical considerations specific to organizational
studies.

6. Doing Case Study Research: A Practical Guide for Beginning Researchers
This practical guide by Dawson R. Hancock and Bob Algozzine is designed for
students and early-career researchers. It offers step-by-step instructions on
designing case studies, collecting data, and writing up findings. The book
emphasizes clarity and practicality to support learners in mastering case
study research.

7. Case Study Research: Principles and Practices

By John Gerring, this book provides an overview of the principles underlying
case study research in the social sciences. It discusses methodological
debates and presents different frameworks for case study design. The text is
useful for researchers seeking a balanced understanding of theoretical and
practical issues.



8. Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences

Edited by Alexander L. George and Andrew Bennett, this collection focuses on
the role of case studies in theory development. It includes contributions
from leading scholars on designing case studies to test and build theories.
The book is ideal for researchers interested in linking empirical cases with
broader theoretical insights.

9. Single Case Research Methodology: Applications in Special Education and
Behavioral Sciences

This book by Jennifer R. Ledford and David L. Gast discusses single case
research designs, which are often used in special education and behavioral
sciences. It covers design principles, data analysis, and interpretation
specific to single case studies. The authors provide practical guidance for
applying these methods to real-world problems.
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case study design: Case Study Research John Gerring, 2016-12-24 Case Study Research:
Principles and Practices provides a general understanding of the case study method as well as
specific tools for its successful implementation. These tools are applicable in a variety of fields
including anthropology, business and management, communications, economics, education,
medicine, political science, psychology, social work, and sociology. Topics include: a survey of case
study approaches; a methodologically tractable definition of 'case study'; strategies for case
selection, including random sampling and other algorithmic approaches; quantitative and qualitative
modes of case study analysis; and problems of internal and external validity. The second edition of
this core textbook is designed to be accessible to readers who are new to the subject and is
thoroughly revised and updated, incorporating recent research, numerous up-to-date studies and
comprehensive lecture slides.

case study design: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2003 With over 90,000 copies sold of
the previous editions the new Third Edition of the best-selling Case Study Research has been
carefully revised, updated, and expanded while retaining virtually all of the features and coverage of
the second edition. Robert Yin's comprehensive presentation covers all aspects of the case study
method - from problem definition, design, and data collection, to data analysis and composition and
reporting. Yin also traces the uses and importance of case studies to a wide range of disciplines,
from sociology, psychology and history to management, planning, social work, and education. New
to the Third Edition are: additional examples of case study research; discussions of developments in
related methods, including randomized field trials and computer-assisted coding techniques; added
coverage of the strengths of multiple-case studies, case study screening, and the case study as a part
of larger multi-method studies, and five major analytic techniques, including the use of logic models
to guide analysis. This edition also includes references to examples of actual case studies in the
companion volume Applications of Case Study Research, Second Edition (Sage, 2003).

case study design: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2009 Providing a complete portal to the
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world of case study research, the Fourth Edition of Robert K. Yin's bestselling text Case Study
Research offers comprehensive coverage of the design and use of the case study method as a valid
research tool. This thoroughly revised text now covers more than 50 case studies (approximately
25% new), gives fresh attention to quantitative analyses, discusses more fully the use of mixed
methods research designs, and includes new methodological insights. The book’s coverage of case
study research and how it is applied in practice gives readers access to exemplary case studies
drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Key Features of the Fourth Edition
Highlights each specific research feature through 44 boxed vignettes that feature previously
published case studies Provides methodological insights to show the similarities between case
studies and other social science methods Suggests a three-stage approach to help readers define the
initial questions they will consider in their own case study research Covers new material on human
subjects protection, the role of Institutional Review Boards, and the interplay between obtaining IRB
approval and the final development of the case study protocol and conduct of a pilot case Includes
an overall graphic of the entire case study research process at the beginning of the book, then
highlights the steps in the process through graphics that appear at the outset of all the chapters that
follow Offers in-text learning aids including “tips” that pose key questions and answers at the
beginning of each chapter, practical exercises, endnotes, and a new cross-referencing table Case
Study Research, Fourth Edition is ideal for courses in departments of Education, Business and
Management, Nursing and Public Health, Public Administration, Anthropology, Sociology, and
Political Science.

case study design: Case Study Research and Applications Robert K. Yin, 2017-09-27
Recognized as one of the most cited methodology books in the social sciences, the Sixth Edition of
Robert K. Yin's bestselling text provides a complete portal to the world of case study research. With
the integration of 11 applications in this edition, the book gives readers access to exemplary case
studies drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Ultimately, Case Study Research
and Applications will guide students in the successful design and use of the case study research
method. New to this Edition Includes 11 in-depth applications that show how researchers have
implemented case study methods successfully. Increases reference to relativist and constructivist
approaches to case study research, as well as how case studies can be part of mixed methods
projects. Places greater emphasis on using plausible rival explanations to bolster case study quality.
Discusses synthesizing findings across case studies in a multiple-case study in more detail Adds an
expanded list of 15 fields that have text or texts devoted to case study research. Sharpens discussion
of distinguishing research from non-research case studies. The author brings to light at least three
remaining gaps to be filled in the future: how rival explanations can become more routinely
integrated into all case study research; the difference between case-based and variable-based
approaches to designing and analyzing case studies; and the relationship between case study
research and qualitative research.

case study design: Combining Case Study Designs for Theory Building Lakshmi
Balachandran Nair, Michael Gibbert, Bareerah Hafeez Hoorani, 2023-02-09 Case study research is a
versatile approach that allows for different data sources to be combined, with its main purpose being
theory development. This book goes a step further by combining different case study research
designs, informed by the authors' extensive teaching and research experience. It provides an
accessible introduction to case study research, familiarizes readers with different archetypical and
sequenced designs, and describes these designs and their components using both real and fictional
examples. It provides thought-provoking exercises, and in doing so, prepares the reader to design
their own case study in a way that suits the research objective. Written for an academic audience,
this book is useful for students, their supervisors and professors, and ultimately any researcher who
intends to use, or is already using, the case study approach.

case study design: The Multiple Case Study Design Daphne Halkias, Michael Neubert, Paul W.
Thurman, Nicholas Harkiolakis, 2022-02-27 Most organizations today operate in volatile economic
and social environments and qualitative research plays an essential role in investigating leadership



and management problems. This unique volume offers novice and experienced researchers a brief,
student-centric research methods text specifically devoted to the multiple case study design. The
multiple case study design is a valuable qualitative research tool in studying the links between the
personal, social, behavioral, psychological, organizational, cultural, and environmental factors that
guide organizational and leadership development. Case study research is essential for the in-depth
study of participants' perspectives on the phenomenon within its natural context. Rigorously
designed management and leadership case studies in the extant literature have a central focus on
individual managers' and leaders' stories and their perceptions of the broader forces operating
within and outside their organizations. This is a comprehensive methodology book exploring the
multiple case study design with step-by-step and easily accessible guidelines on the topic, making it
especially valuable to researchers, academics, and students in the areas of business, management,
and leadership.

case study design: Case Study Research and Applications , 2018 This book] provides a
complete portal to the world of case study research. With the integration of 11 applications in this
edition, the book gives readers access to...case studies drawn from a wide variety of academic and
applied fields. Ultimately, [this book] will guide students in the...design and use of the case study
research method. New to this edition: includes 11 in-depth applications that show how researchers
have implemented case study methods successfully; increases reference to relativist and
constructivist approaches to case study research, as well as how case studies can be part of mixed
methods projects; places greater emphasis on using plausible rival explanations to bolster case study
quality; discusses synthesizing findings across case studies in a multiple-case study in more detail;
adds an expanded list of 15 fields that have text or texts devoted to case study research; and
sharpens discussion of distinguishing research from non-research case studies. The author brings to
light at least three remaining gaps to be filled in the future: how rival explanations can become more
routinely integrated into all case study research; the difference between case-based and
variable-based approaches to designing and analyzing case studies; and the relationship between
case study research and qualitative research.

case study design: Understanding Case Study Research Malcolm Tight, 2017-01-26 Written
in an accessible and jargon-free style, this book provides a comprehensive, student-friendly guide to
the nature and use of case study research. Whether as part of a more substantial study or as the
foundation for a self-contained smaller project, case studies provide viable and valuable alternatives
to conducting large-scale research. Grounded in both theory and practice, this book sets out not only
the key debates and ethical issues surrounding case study research, but also focuses specifically on
the work of others and how you can understand, use, and write about secondary data as the basis for
your own research project. With tips, examples, and extensive discussion of real-world case studies
from a variety of social science and other disciplines, Tight illustrates the kinds of research to which
case studies can be applied. Topics include: Types of case studies Advantages and disadvantages to
using case studies The meaning and value of case study research The use of case studies in different
disciplines and research designs Whether you want to know how to access and use the case studies
of others or understand the methods behind conducting your own case study research, this book will
take you through every step of the process!

case study design: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 1989-02-01 Taking a unique approach
to case studies research -- specifically that case studies are a useful tool for hypothesis testing on
social phenomena -- Yin introduces the research professional or graduate student to the case study
method. He shows the reader how to use the case study method as a research strategy and
demonstrates its utility through short vignettes that illustrate important techniques. The revised
edition of this landmark volume includes a description of the role of theory in designing case studies
and generalizing from the results, as well as a new discussion of the method for determining the
number of case studies to use in a multiple-case study.

case study design: The Art of Case Study Research Robert E. Stake, 1995-04-05 The book is
a concise and very readable guide to case study research. It includes a good introduction to the



theoretical principles underlying qualitative research, and discusses a wide range of qualitative
approaches, namely naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic, phenomenological and biographic research
methods. . . . Stake offers some useful practical advice, for example, on how to conduct in-depth
interviews, how to analyze qualitative data and on report writing. . . . Stake writes in a rather
unusual and very personal style but this makes the text very readable. The author’s obvious passion
for research makes the text even more enjoyable and stimulating. . . . the book. . . seems particularly
appropriate for those undertaking this type of research in the fields of education and social policy.
--Ivana La Valle in Social Research Association News It is gratifying to encounter a text so cogently
advocating the case study method (aka: naturalistic fieldwork) as a legitimate knowledge-enhancing
endeavor. --Sala Horowitz in Academic Library Book Review I have just finished a qualitative case
study based almost entirely on interviews with engineering students. The two sources on which I
depended most heavily were Robert E. Stake’s The Art of Case Study Research and Harry F.
Wolcott's Writing Up Qualitative Research. I have heard others sing the praises of different works
and I have referred to them, but favor the two mentioned. --Terry C. Hall, Ed.D., Independent
Scholar This volume consolidates and elaborates ideas Robert E. Stake articulated in earlier journal
articles and chapters in a form that is useful and readily accessible to both practitioners and
students of educational research methods. His unusually personal presentation style and innovative
format for sharing practical tips through authentic examples add to the main treasure of his new
book: an incomparable sophistication about research epistemology and practice. . . . His vast
experience in the field and in the classroom and his intimate knowledge of the literature intersect,
providing the reader with an unusually comprehensive portrayal of a specialized field. . . . The Art of
Case Study Research is a significant contribution to research methodology literature and will
undoubtedly assume quick popularity as a text. --Linda Mabry, Indiana University, Bloomington A
concise and readable primer for doing case study research, the fruit of many years of experience and
wisdom. Robert E. Stake’s book is also valuable as a genuine attempt to integrate, rather than pick
arguments with, the best there is of contending approaches to qualitative inquiry. --A. Michael
Huberman, Harvard University and The Network, Inc. The Art of Case Study Research is most useful
to novices in qualitative inquiry. I could see using it in combination with other texts or readings in an
introductory course to qualitative research methods or in a research methods survey course.
Because of its readable style and wellspring of examples and helpful suggestions, both graduate and
undergraduate students will find the book useful. Researchers seeking to more fully understand the
case study approach as perceived by one of the leaders in case study work will also pick up this
book. Researchers and policymakers in social service agencies may also be interested because case
studies are increasingly part of evaluation strategies. --Corrine Glesne, University of Vermont
Unique in his approach and style, Robert E. Stake draws from naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic,
phenomenological, and biographic methods to present a disciplined, qualitative exploration of case
study methods. In his exploration, Stake uses and annotates an actual case, at Harper School, to
demonstrate to readers how to resolve some of the major issues of case study research; for example,
how to select the case (or cases) that will maximize learning, how to generalize what is learned from
one case to another, and how to interpret what is learned from a case. Uniquely, this book
legitimizes direct interpretation as a case research method. It covers such topics as the differences
between quantitative and qualitative approaches to case study; data gathering, including document
review; coding, sorting, and pattern analysis; the roles of the researcher, triangulation; and
reporting a case study. Also provided are end-of-chapter workshops that help students focus on new
concepts. Written with the inspired and thought-provoking style of a master storyteller, The Art of
Case Study Research helps readers chart their way through the labyrinth of case study research.
case study design: How to do your Case Study Gary Thomas, 2010-12-14 Case Study is one
of the most widely applied methods of research and instruction in use today. Cases are used to frame
research, aid teaching and help learning the world over. Yet, despite being so widely used, there
remains a great deal of uncertainty about what constitutes case study research and how case studies
should be designed and carried out. In this lucid, accessible and often witty new text, Gary Thomas



introduces students and researchers to the basics of case study research. Using a wide range of
real-life examples, this book sets out for those new to the method how best to design and carry out
case studies in the social sciences and humanities How to do your case study: a guide for students
and researchers deals with the core issues and methods that anyone new to case study will need to
understand: - What is a case study? - When and why should case study methods be used? - How are
case studies designed? - What methods can be used? - How do we analyse and make sense of our
data? - How do we write up and write about our case? How to do your Case Study will be essential
reading for any student or researcher in the Social Sciences, Health Sciences, in Business Studies,
in Education and the Humanities.

case study design: Case Study Research in Practice Helen Simons, 2009-03-18 Case Study
Research in Practice explores the theory and practice of case study research. Helen Simons draws
on her extensive experience of teaching and conducting case study to provide a comprehensive and
practical account of how to design, conduct and communicate case study research. It addresses
questions often raised by students and common misconceptions about case research. In four sections
the book covers - Rationale, concept and design of case study research - Methods, ethics and
reflexivity in case study - Interpreting, analyzing and reporting the case - Generalizing and
theorizing in case study research Rich with ‘tales from the field" and summary memos as an
aide-memoire to future action, the book provides fresh insights and challenges for researchers to
guide their practice of case study research. This is an ideal text for those studying and conducting
case study research in education, health and social care, and related social science disciplines.
Helen Simons is Professor Emeritus of Education University of Southampton

case study design: Research Design in Social Research D. A. De Vaus, 2001-03-05 The book
provides the reader with an understanding of the importance of research design and its place in the
research process; describes the main types of research designs in social research; explains the logic
and purposes of design to enable students to evaluate particular research strategies; equips
students with the design skills to operate in real-world research situations.

case study design: Case Study Research and Applications Robert K. Yin, Donald Thomas
Campbell, 2018 [This book] provides a complete portal to the world of case study research. With the
integration of 11 applications in this edition, the book gives readers access to ... case studies drawn
from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Ultimately, [this book] will guide students in the
... design and use of the case study research method. New to this edition: includes 11 in-depth
applications that show how researchers have implemented case study methods successfully;
increases reference to relativist and constructivist approaches to case study research, as well as how
case studies can be part of mixed methods projects; places greater emphasis on using plausible rival
explanations to bolster case study quality; discusses synthesizing findings across case studies in a
multiple-case study in more detail; adds an expanded list of 15 fields that have text or texts devoted
to case study research; and sharpens discussion of distinguishing research from non-research case
studies. The author brings to light at least three remaining gaps to be filled in the future: how rival
explanations can become more routinely integrated into all case study research; the difference
between case-based and variable-based approaches to designing and analyzing case studies; and the
relationship between case study research and qualitative research.--

case study design: Applications of Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 1993-05-25 This
volume provides extensive applications of actual case-study research, as well as discussions of how
case-study research can be applied to broad areas of inquiry. Each of the applications is designed to
help readers identify solutions to problems encountered when doing case study research. The book
is organized in three parts. Part I shows how to integrate theoretical concerns into exploratory case
studies, descriptive case studies or causal case studies, and shows how theory can shape the
case-selection process. Part II provides examples from education and management information
systems, covering important steps in case study research, such as how to select the units of analysis,
how to define the data collections needs and how to establish rival hypotheses. Finally, Part III
examines the use of case studies as an evaluative tool, including distinctions among different




qualitative research strategies and evaluating highly complex interventions.

case study design: Research Design and Methods Gary ]. Burkholder, Kimberley A. Cox, Linda
M. Crawford, John H. Hitchcock, 2019-07-26 Research Design and Methods: An Applied Guide for
the Scholar-Practitioner is written for students seeking advanced degrees who want to use
evidence-based research to support their practice. This practical and accessible text addresses the
foundational concepts of research design and methods; provides a more detailed exploration of
designs and approaches popular with graduate students in applied disciplines; covers qualitative,
quantitative, and mixed-methods designs; discusses ethical considerations and quality in research;
and provides guidance on writing a research proposal.

case study design: Designing and Conducting Mixed Methods Research John W. Creswell, Vicki
L. Plano Clark, 2017-08-31 Combining the latest thinking about mixed methods research designs
with practical, step-by-step guidance, the Third Edition includes coverage of two new mixed methods
designs - transformative and multiphase - as well as the newest thinking about the use of software
in the process of mixed methods analysis.

case study design: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research Design Uwe Flick,
2022-03-17 Qualitative research design is continually evolving. It is not only more established in
disciplines beyond the traditional social sciences in which it is a standard choice, but also just as
impacted by the changes in what data, technologies, and approaches researchers are using. This
Handbook takes readers through the foundational theories, functions, strategies, and approaches to
qualitative research design, before showcasing how it negotiates different data and research
environments and produces credible, actionable impact beyond the study. Containing contributions
from over 90 top scholars from a range of social science disciplines, this Handbook is not just an
anthology of different qualitative research designs and how/when to use them; it is a complete
exploration of how and why these designs are shaped and how, why, and into what they are evolving.
This is a valuable resource for Master’s and PhD level students, faculty members, and researchers
across a wide range of disciplines such as health, nursing, psychology, social work, sociology, and
education. Volume One: Part I: Concepts of Designing Designs in Qualitative Research Part 2:
Theories and Epistemological Contexts of Designing Qualitative Research Part 3: Elements of
Designing Qualitative Research Part 4: Basic Designs and Research Strategies in Qualitative
Research Part 5: Mixing Methods in Designing Qualitative Research Volume Two: Part 6: Designing
Qualitative Research for Specific Kinds of Data Part 7: Designing Qualitative Online and Multimodal
Research Part 8: Designing Qualitative Research for Specific Groups and Areas Part 9: Designing
Qualitative Research in Disciplinary Fields Part 10: Designing Qualitative Research for Impact

case study design: Research Design for the Behavioral Sciences Stephen V. Flynn,
2021-02-17 I wholeheartedly invite counselor trainees and counselors into this journey of growing
the research component of their professional identity... Flynn and his colleagues prepare counselor
trainees and counselors for this journey well and guide them carefully toward researcher
competency. In an approachable and developmentally appropriate manner, they highlight for the
profession the value of research and how it can be conducted. - Danica G. Hays, PhD American
Counseling Fellow Professor and Executive Associate Dean University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Research Design for the Behavioral Sciences fills an important gap for the helping professions by
offering a blueprint for advanced concepts and an applied approach to understanding quantitative,
qualitative, and mixed methods research design. This graduate-level text seamlessly weaves together
the philosophy, science, and practical application of the most common methodological frameworks in
practice. Advanced research design concepts are presented through clear and in-depth blueprints,
applied case studies, myriad examples, and helpful learning activities. Written in detailed yet
accessible language, this text describes the foundations of behavioral science research. The authors
explore research-based philosophical integration, along with the technical application of every
tradition. Through this philosophical and pragmatic approach, students will be able to attain a
well-rounded and comprehensive understanding of behavioral science research. This text provides
students with the opportunity to reach a greater level of research efficacy though the inclusion of



methodological procedures, data analysis methods, reliability/validity standards, ethics, and
directions on how to increase the rigor of each approach to research. Instructor resources include
an instructor's manual, learning activities, test bank, and PowerPoints. Purchase includes digital
access for use on most mobile devices and computers. Key Features: Provides clear, detailed, and
contextually accurate examples of writing, quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods procedures
Reviews the paradigmatic hierarchy of each research tradition along with key analytic features in
detail Delivers instructions for enhancing the methodological rigor of each approach Analyzes
methodology-specific multicultural issues Demonstrates the application of a wide range of research
methodologies with case studies Reviews the trends and history in research for counseling,
psychology, social work, and marriage and family therapy Offers comprehensive instructor resources
including manual, learning activities, test bank, and PowerPoint slides

case study design: Doing Research in the Real World David E Gray, 2004-05-25
Practically-focused throughout, Doing Research in the Real World encourages the reader to develop
an awareness of the real nature of research, and the means by which data can be collected,
validated and interpreted. David Gray equips readers with the skills necessary to design and
implement their own research project. The book covers all the essential aspects of actually doing
research, and provides coverage of both quantitative and qualitative methods and deals with all the
main elements of the research process and the design of appropriate research tools.
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