
chicago cold cases

chicago cold cases represent a complex and often haunting aspect of the
city’s criminal history, involving unresolved crimes that have puzzled law
enforcement for years or even decades. These cases include unsolved
homicides, disappearances, and other serious offenses that remain open due to
lack of evidence, witnesses, or leads. The persistence of chicago cold cases
highlights challenges in forensic technology, investigative resources, and
community cooperation. However, advances in DNA analysis, renewed police
efforts, and public interest continue to breathe new life into these
investigations. This article explores the most notable chicago cold cases,
the investigative methods employed, and the impact on victims’ families and
the wider community. Additionally, it examines the role of law enforcement
and cold case units dedicated to solving these enduring mysteries. The
following sections will provide a detailed overview of chicago cold cases,
categorized for clarity.
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Notable Chicago Cold Cases

Chicago is home to numerous cold cases that have garnered public attention
due to their complexity, brutality, or the mystery surrounding them. Many of
these cases remain unsolved despite ongoing investigations.

The Black Dahlia of Chicago

While the original Black Dahlia case is associated with Los Angeles, Chicago
has its own unsolved homicide cases involving young women whose deaths
sparked significant media interest. One notable instance involves the
mysterious disappearance and death of a young woman in the 1970s, whose case
remains open and symbolic of the city's unresolved violent crimes.



The Chicago Strangler

Between the late 1980s and early 1990s, several women were found murdered
under suspicious circumstances in Chicago. Dubbed the "Chicago Strangler,"
these cases involved strangulation and left investigators without a confirmed
suspect, further complicating efforts to bring justice.

Disappearance of LaToyia Figueroa

Although LaToyia Figueroa's case began in Philadelphia, Chicago has had its
share of mysterious disappearances that remain unsolved. Such cases often
involve young women who vanished without clear evidence, leaving families
searching for answers for years.

Other Unsolved Murders and Mysteries

Chicago’s cold cases also include numerous other unsolved murders and
disappearances spanning several decades. Many victims were involved in
marginalized communities, which has historically affected the attention and
resources devoted to their cases.

Investigative Techniques in Cold Case
Resolution

Solving chicago cold cases requires advanced investigative methods that have
evolved significantly over time. The integration of forensic science,
technological advancements, and community engagement plays a crucial role in
reopening and resolving long-dormant cases.

DNA Analysis and Forensic Advances

The advent of DNA profiling has revolutionized cold case investigations. Many
chicago cold cases have seen breakthroughs through re-examination of evidence
using modern forensic techniques, including genetic genealogy and advanced
DNA sequencing.



Re-examination of Evidence

Cold case units often revisit physical evidence that was previously
overlooked or unanalyzed due to technological limitations at the time. This
includes re-testing biological samples, re-interviewing witnesses, and
scrutinizing crime scenes with fresh perspectives.

Community Involvement and Tips

Public cooperation remains vital in solving chicago cold cases. Law
enforcement agencies encourage witnesses or individuals with information to
come forward, sometimes offering rewards or anonymous tip lines to facilitate
new leads.

Use of Digital and Databases

Modern technology allows investigators to cross-reference databases for
fingerprints, DNA, and criminal records, aiding in linking suspects or
identifying victims in previously unsolved cases.

Challenges in Solving Chicago Cold Cases

Despite advancements, numerous obstacles hinder the resolution of chicago
cold cases. These challenges are multifaceted, involving factors from
evidentiary degradation to systemic issues within law enforcement.

Degraded or Missing Evidence

Over time, physical evidence may deteriorate, become contaminated, or be
lost, complicating forensic analysis. In some cases, crucial materials were
not preserved properly, limiting investigative options.

Lack of Witness Cooperation

Witnesses may be unwilling to cooperate due to fear, mistrust of authorities,
or fading memories, which significantly impedes progress in cold case
investigations.



Resource Allocation and Staffing

Cold case units often operate with limited funding and personnel, forcing
prioritization of cases and sometimes leading to long delays in investigation
and follow-up.

Complexity of Cases

Many chicago cold cases involve multiple suspects, conflicting testimonies,
or complicated crime scenes that require extensive analysis, further delaying
resolution.

Impact on Victims and Communities

The unresolved nature of chicago cold cases has profound effects on victims’
families and the broader community, influencing social dynamics and public
trust in the justice system.

Emotional Toll on Families

Families of victims endure prolonged grief and uncertainty due to the lack of
closure in cold case investigations. The ongoing search for answers often
spans generations, impacting mental health and social relationships.

Community Awareness and Advocacy

Communities affected by cold cases frequently mobilize to raise awareness,
advocate for justice, and support affected families. Local organizations and
advocacy groups play a key role in maintaining public focus on these unsolved
crimes.

Effect on Public Trust

Persistent unresolved cases can erode trust in law enforcement and the
criminal justice system, especially in communities disproportionately
impacted by violent crime and systemic neglect.



The Role of Law Enforcement and Cold Case Units

Dedicated cold case units within Chicago law enforcement agencies spearhead
efforts to solve longstanding cases. These units combine specialized
expertise with new technologies to revisit and reinvigorate investigations.

Formation and Function of Cold Case Units

Cold case units are specialized teams tasked with reviewing unsolved cases,
coordinating forensic testing, and liaising with other agencies to pool
resources and information.

Collaboration with External Agencies

Effective cold case resolution often involves partnerships with federal
agencies, forensic laboratories, and community organizations to enhance
investigative capacity and resource sharing.

Success Stories and Breakthroughs

While many chicago cold cases remain unsolved, some have been successfully
closed due to advances in forensic science and persistent investigative
efforts, providing hope and demonstrating the value of cold case units.

Ongoing Efforts and Future Directions

Law enforcement continues to prioritize cold case investigations, integrating
emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and enhanced data
analytics to improve case resolution rates in the future.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most notorious cold cases in
Chicago history?
Some of the most notorious cold cases in Chicago include the murder of
Elizabeth Short (the Black Dahlia), the disappearance of missing persons in
the 1970s and 1980s, and unsolved homicides linked to gang violence.

How does the Chicago Police Department handle cold
cases?
The Chicago Police Department has a dedicated Cold Case Unit that reviews
unsolved cases, re-examines evidence with modern technology, and works with
the community to gather new leads.

Have any Chicago cold cases been solved recently?
Yes, advances in DNA technology and renewed investigations have led to the
resolution of several cold cases in Chicago in recent years, including
arrests in decades-old homicide cases.

What role does forensic technology play in solving
Chicago cold cases?
Forensic technology, such as DNA analysis, fingerprint databases, and digital
forensics, plays a critical role in re-examining evidence and identifying
suspects in cold cases that were previously unsolvable.

Are there any public resources or databases to
research Chicago cold cases?
Yes, organizations like the Chicago Police Department and local advocacy
groups maintain databases and public records that provide information on
unsolved cases, and some cold cases are featured on websites dedicated to
missing persons and cold case investigations.

How can the community help in solving Chicago cold
cases?
Community members can assist by providing tips, sharing information on social
media, participating in neighborhood watch programs, and collaborating with
law enforcement during cold case reviews.



What challenges do investigators face when working
on Chicago cold cases?
Investigators often face challenges such as degraded or lost evidence,
uncooperative witnesses, lack of initial documentation, and limited
resources, which make solving cold cases complex and time-consuming.

Additional Resources
1. Cold Case Chicago: Unsolved Mysteries of the Windy City
This book delves into some of Chicago’s most baffling cold cases, exploring
the details and theories behind each mystery. From disappearances to unsolved
murders, the author provides a comprehensive look at why these cases remain
open. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced by investigators and the
impact on victims' families.

2. The Chicago Cold Case Files: True Stories of Forgotten Crimes
A gripping collection of true crime stories focusing on cold cases from
Chicago’s past. The book highlights the persistence of law enforcement and
amateur sleuths in seeking justice decades later. It also examines
technological advances that have reopened previously unsolvable cases.

3. Vanished in Chicago: Cold Cases That Haunt the City
This book chronicles the stories of missing persons in Chicago whose
disappearances remain unsolved. Through interviews with family members and
law enforcement, it paints a poignant picture of loss and hope. The author
also discusses ongoing efforts to locate these individuals.

4. Shadowed Streets: Chicago’s Cold Case Homicides
Focusing on unsolved homicides, this book investigates the dark underbelly of
Chicago’s neighborhoods. It offers a detailed look at the crimes, the
victims, and the suspects, while highlighting the procedural hurdles in cold
case investigations. The narrative underscores the human cost of unresolved
violence.

5. The Forgotten Files: Chicago’s Most Puzzling Cold Cases
This compilation presents a variety of cold cases that have confounded
investigators for years. Each chapter explores different crime scenes,
forensic evidence, and possible motives. The author also discusses how public
interest and media coverage affect case progress.

6. Echoes of Silence: Cold Cases from Chicago’s Past
A reflective examination of long-forgotten crimes that still resonate in
Chicago’s history. The book balances historical context with modern
investigative techniques used to revisit these cases. Personal stories from
victims’ families provide emotional depth to the unresolved mysteries.

7. Behind Closed Doors: Chicago’s Unsolved Cold Cases
This title uncovers the secrets behind some of Chicago’s eeriest and most



perplexing cold cases. Emphasizing the complexity of these investigations,
the author interviews detectives and experts to reveal why answers remain
elusive. The book also explores the societal factors influencing crime and
justice.

8. Frozen in Time: The Untold Stories of Chicago Cold Cases
Highlighting lesser-known cold cases, this book sheds light on crimes that
did not receive widespread attention. Through meticulous research and
storytelling, it brings new awareness to overlooked victims. The narrative
also discusses recent breakthroughs and the hope for future resolution.

9. City of Secrets: Inside Chicago’s Cold Case Investigations
An inside look at the work of Chicago’s cold case units, this book provides
readers with a behind-the-scenes perspective. It details how modern forensic
science, witness testimonies, and community involvement contribute to solving
old cases. The book celebrates perseverance in the pursuit of justice.
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  chicago cold cases: Chicago's Unsolved Crimes and Mysteries Bryan W. Alaspa, 2013
Chicago, Illinois, is a historic city filled with mystery. In these pages, you will learn about some of
the most famous Chicago mysteries that, to this day, still have no answer. Who caused the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871? Read about Al Capone and the Valentine's Day Massacre, the Smiley Face
Murders, and the many people who have gone missing. From the very beginnings of the city to
today, mysteries abound within the Windy City. People disappear, UFOs are spotted over O'Hare
International Airport, pranksters interrupt television broadcasts, and the bodies of a notorious serial
killer's victims are still being sought. All of these tales, and more, are here to tantalize your mind,
haunt your dreams, and keep you guessing.
  chicago cold cases: Murder in Canaryville Jeff Coen, 2021-01-12 The grandson and
great-grandson of Chicago police officers, Chicago Police Detective James Sherlock was CPD
through-and-through. His career had seen its share of twists and turns, from his time working
undercover to thwart robberies on Chicago's L trains, to his side gig working security at The Jerry
Springer Show, to his years as a homicide detective. He thought he had seen it all. But on this day,
he was at the records center to see the case file for the murder of John Hughes, who was seventeen
years old when he was gunned down in a park on Chicago's Southwest Side on May 15, 1976. The
case had haunted many in the department for years and its threads led everywhere: Police
corruption. Hints of the influence of the Chicago Outfit. A crooked judge. Even the belief that the
cover-up extended to &“hizzoner&” himself—legendary Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley. Sherlock,
expecting to retire within a year, had a dream assignment: working cold cases for the Chicago office
of the FBI. And with time for one more big investigation, he had chosen this stubborn case. More
than forty years after the Hughes killing, he was hopeful he could finally put the case to rest. Then
the records clerk handed Sherlock a thin manila folder. A murder that had roiled the city and had
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been investigated for years had been reduced to a few reports and photographs. What should have
been a massive file with notes and transcripts from dozens of interviews was nowhere to be found.
Sherlock could have left the records center without the folder and cruised into retirement, and no
one would have noticed. Instead, he tucked the envelope under his arm and carried it outside.
  chicago cold cases: Serial Killer Trivia: Cold Cases Michelle Kaminsky, 2021-06-15 The
ultimate collection of intriguing details from the most infamous cold cases around the world—and
the killers who may still be out there . . . From England’s Jack the Ripper and the Axeman of New
Orleans to lesser-known cases like Detroit’s Bigfoot Killer and Cleveland’s Torso Murderer, this
trivia book is packed with information about some of the most shocking cold cases in history. Written
for the true crime junkies who just can’t get enough, you’ll get all the must-know details on more
than 80 unsolved true crime cases. Alongside these disturbing cold cases, you’ll also learn about the
inspiring story of the crack detective work—and ancestry DNA database—that eventually brought
California’s Golden State Killer, arguably one of the most famous serial killer cold cases, to justice.
With gripping facts and disturbing evidence plucked from original sources such as trial transcripts
and contemporary newspaper accounts, the book is sure to include surprising stories that even the
most well-informed true crime fans don’t know.
  chicago cold cases: Unsolved Civil Rights Murder Cases, 1934-1970 Michael Newton,
2016-02-11 The Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007 called for review and
reinvestigation of violations of criminal civil rights statutes that occurred not later than December
31, 1969, and resulted in a death. The U.S. Attorney General's review observed that date, while
examining cases from 1936 (a date not specified in the Till Act) onward. In selecting violations for
review, certain headline cases were included while others meeting the same criteria were not
considered. This first full-length survey of American civil rights cold cases examines unsolved
racially motivated murders over nearly four decades, beginning in 1934. The author covers all cases
reviewed by the federal government to date, as well as a larger number of cases that were ignored
without official explanation.
  chicago cold cases: Cold Cases Hélèna Katz, 2010-07-14 This book explicitly chronicles 40
cases of unsolved murders and disappearances over a period of more than 160 years, tracing the
evolution of criminal investigation and forensic techniques. Murders and other violent crimes often
leave an indelible mark on society. The 18th-century murder of Beautiful Cigar Girl Mary Rogers
helped the then newly emerging tabloid papers become a fixture in the United States. The Federal
Aviation Administration was spurred into requiring electronic screening of passengers and carry-on
luggage by a series of highly-publicized hijackings. Abductions of youth gave birth to Amber Alerts
and advertising missing children on milk cartons. And popular TV shows like Law and Order, CSI,
and Cold Case document our fascination with police investigations, heinous criminals, and the
complicated aftermath of their actions. This book examines 40 well-known cases of unsolved
murders and suspected abductions over a period of over 160 years. Cases are organized
chronologically to give readers insight into the evolution of criminal investigation techniques and
forensics in the last century and a half. Later chapters detail how modern forensics were used in
attempts to solve old cold cases or helped generate new leads.
  chicago cold cases: Cold Case Files Jonathon K. Heflin, 2025-08-12 What drives someone to
poison an entire town through their morning tea? How does a killer vanish completely, leaving
behind only a cryptic code that has stumped experts for decades? From the fog-shrouded streets of
Victorian London to the digital age of modern forensics, some criminal minds operate on a level that
defies all logic and reason. These aren't your typical murder stories—these are the cases that have
haunted investigators for generations, the mysteries that challenge everything we think we know
about human nature. Inside this gripping collection, you'll discover: · The suburban housewife who
turned household products into weapons of mass destruction · The phantom killer whose DNA
appeared at 40+ crime scenes across three countries—but didn't exist · The Antarctic expedition
where team members began disappearing one by one under impossible circumstances · The
small-town letter writer who terrorized an entire community for 18 years while hiding in plain sight



Each meticulously researched case takes you deep inside the investigative process, revealing how
dedicated detectives, forensic scientists, and criminal psychologists worked tirelessly to solve the
unsolvable. You'll witness the evolution of criminal investigation techniques across 150 years, from
primitive autopsy methods to cutting-edge DNA analysis. These are the stories that changed how we
investigate criminal behavior forever. Drawing from sealed police files, autopsy reports, and
exclusive interviews with investigators, this collection exposes the darkest corners of human
psychology while celebrating the brilliant minds who refuse to let evil go unpunished. Warning:
These cases contain disturbing content and may challenge your faith in human nature. If you're
fascinated by the intersection of criminal psychology and forensic science, if you love puzzles that
seem impossible to solve, and if you can handle the truth about what people are really capable
of—then prepare yourself for an unforgettable journey into the criminal mind. Start your
investigation today.
  chicago cold cases: Cold Cases James M. Adcock, Sarah L. Stein, 2014-10-29 Because the
investigation of cold cases is usually an arduous and time-consuming task, most law enforcement
agencies in the United States are not able to dedicate the resources necessary to support the cold
case investigation process. However, when those cases are fully pursued and prosecuted, they often
result in convictions and lengthy prison terms. Cold Cases: Evaluation Models with Follow-up
Strategies for Investigators, Second Edition saves law enforcement time by providing detailed
guidelines for determining if a cold case is solvable, and if so, how to organize, manage, and
evaluate the investigation. It also provides techniques for developing investigative strategies to
complement the evaluation process and resolve the crime. This second edition features a new
revised model and methodology for investigating cold cases suitable for all police and public safety
agencies—large or small, domestic or international. This new model is more expeditious and
convenient for departments that have less manpower and experience in dealing with cold cases. It
emphasizes the prioritization of cold cases based on the availability of physical evidence and the
chances of deriving matches from said evidence and an identified person of interest. Additional
topics covered in the second edition include: How cases go cold Strategies for creating a cold case
unit Cold case investigations in a Dutch educational environment—a chapter written by members of
the Dutch Police Academy New forensic science technologies, including DNA, CODIS, and AFIS Case
studies demonstrating advances in suspectology Strategies for effective investigative interviewing
Challenges posed by staged crime scenes in cold cases How to craft a cold case evaluation report
The expert authors of this book maintain The Center for the Resolution of Unresolved Crimes and
conduct training and consulting worldwide. Their practical book is designed to help law enforcement
agencies resurrect long-forgotten cases, bringing closure to victims and holding accountable those
who are responsible. This book is part of the Advances in Police Theory and Practice series
  chicago cold cases: Cold Case Files Liz Porter, 2011-05-01 Cold case investigators scrape
back paint in a renovated flat where a murder was committed twelve years earlier, and find a blood
stain that leads them to a killer. Scientists extract DNA from crime-scene samples collected in 1973,
and a 21st-century hunt for a triple murderer begins. A forensic dentist probes the mysterious death
of an ancient Egyptian mummy. A long-forgotten palm print leads detectives to the real perpetrator
of a murder for which an innocent man has already served 12 years' jail. In this collection of
fascinating cold cases from Australia, the UK and the US, award-winning writer Liz Porter shows
how modern forensic science can unlock solutions for crimes and mysteries unsolved for decades,
and, in some cases, centuries. Praise for Liz Porter: ...each of her stories reads like good crime
fiction... a compulsive read - The Sydney Morning Herald A delightful and entertaining writer... -
Weekend Australian Winner of Davitt Award for Best True Crime 2011
  chicago cold cases: Mysterious Chicago Adam Selzer, 2016-10-25 From Chicago historian
Adam Selzer, expert on all of the Windy City’s quirks and oddities, comes a compelling heavily
researched anthology of the stories behind its most fascinating unsolved mysteries. To create this
unique volume, Selzer has collected forty unsolved mysteries from the 1800s to modern day. He has
poured through all newspaper, magazine, and book references to them, and consulted expert



historians. Topics covered include who really started the great Chicago fire, who was the first
“automobile murderer,” and even if there was actually a vampire slaying at Rose Hill cemetery. The
result is both a colorful read to get lost in, a window to a world of curiosity and wonder, as well as a
volume that separates fact from fiction—true crime from urban legend. Complementing the gripping
stories Selzer presents are original images of the crime and its suspects as developed by its original
investigators. Readers will marvel at how each character and crime were presented, and happily
journey with Selzer as he presents all facts and theories presented at the time of the “crime” and
uses modern hindsight to assemble the pieces.
  chicago cold cases: Murder 101 Robert L. Snow, 2005-07-30 Of all crimes, murder fascinates
the public more than any other. While considered a detestable act, for which society reserves its
severest punishments, homicide still captivates the American public. But the way homicide and its
investigation are depicted in our media fail to capture just how murders get solved. Here, Snow
takes us on a tour of murder, its investigation, and its prosecution from the perspective of a
seasoned homicide detective. From the commission of the crime to the collection of evidence,
examination of the crime scene, roundup of suspects, interrogation, and resolution, he leads readers
from the scene to the courtroom, stopping along the way to consider all the elements that go into a
murder investigation. He considers the culprits, the motives, the victims and their families, and
offers readers a glimpse into the actual techniques and methods used to solve real crimes. This
volume will fascinate and inform anyone interested in knowing the truth behind the scene of the
crime of murder.
  chicago cold cases: Killer Book of Cold Cases Tom Philbin, 2012-02-01 Shocking Stories of
the Most Infamous Unsolved Crimes Every criminal dreams of committing the perfect crime. A crime
that is so well executed, with clues and evidence so scarce, that even the experts are left baffled.
The Killer Book of Cold Cases takes you behind the crime scene tape and deep into the
investigations of some of the most puzzling and notorious cold cases of all timefrom murders to
kidnappings to massive bombings that were open for years before the criminal was finally brought to
justice. Read about: *The New York City judge whose disappearance was so famous, his name
became synonymous with cold cases * The first use of DNA to help solve a murder case that had
been cold for years * The bomber who took down an entire plane of people, just to collect on his
mother's insurance * The legendary bank robber D.B. Cooper * The murder of two cops in a small
California town-a case that took more than SO years to solve * The Mad Bomber, who drove New
Yorkers half crazy in the fifties by planting bombs all over the city Bury yourself in these
edge-of-your-seat tales, read chilling quotes, and test your crime IQ with cold-case trivia. You'll stay
up wondering which criminals might still be on the loose!
  chicago cold cases: Murder & Mayhem in Chicago's South Side Troy Taylor, 2019-11-11
Lurking below the Loop, behind the industry-driven energy of Chicago, lies the mysterious criminal
underworld of the South Side. Recounting criminal exploits of legends like Alphonse Capone, as well
as lesser-known stories like the Car Barn Bandits, Troy Taylor captures the intricacies of the most
infamous stories of Chicago's South Side. From the gruesome murders committed by the
unassuming H.H. Holmes to the mysterious death of Marshall Field Jr., join Taylor as he revisits the
South Side's prosperous middle-class days and vividly depicts the strange and horrific crimes that
have cast new light on the character of these too often overlooked neighborhoods.
  chicago cold cases: Gangland Chicago Richard C. Lindberg, 2015-10-15 This engrossing tale
of gangs and organized criminality begins in the frontier saloons situated in the marshy flats of
Chicago, the future world class city of Mid-continent. Gangland Chicago recounts the era of parlor
gambling, commercialized vice districts continuing through the bloody Prohibition bootlegging wars;
failed reform movements; the rise of post-World War II juvenile criminal gangs and the saga of the
Blackstone Rangers in a chaotic, racially divided city. , Gang violence and street crime is endemic in
contemporary Chicago. There is much more to the saga of crime, politics, and armed violence than
Al Capone and John Dillinger. Gangland Chicago explores the changing patterns of criminal
behavior, politics, gangs, youth crime and the failures of reform in its historic totality. Richard



Lindberg takes the reader on a journey through decades of a troubled past to delve deep into the
evolution of street gangs and organized violence endemic in Chicago. Small ethnic gangs organized
in ethnic slum districts of the city expanded into the well-known organized crime syndicates of
Chicago’s history. Gangland Chicago is full of stories of unchecked violence, lawlessness, and
mayhem. Unlike other standard true crime accounts focused exclusively on the Prohibition era, this
historical look-back probes the obscure and forgotten dark corners of city crime history. Lindberg
details how both “organized” and “dis-organized” street gangs have paralyzed city neighborhoods
and transformed the crimes of the Windy City from street thuggery and common ruffians protected
and nurtured by politicians into a protected class is gripping. Gangland Chicago is a revealing look
at the Chicago underworld of yesterday and today. This comprehensive volume is sure to entertain
and inform any reader interested in the evolution of organized crime and gangs in America’s most
representative city of the American Heartland.
  chicago cold cases: Cracking Baseball's Cold Cases Peter Morris, 2013-03-20 This book is
the result of one man's twenty-year quest to solve some of baseball's most enduring mysteries--the
cold cases of major leaguers about whom virtually nothing is known. (In many instances, the various
baseball encyclopedias list only their names and one other word: deceased.) Some of these
mysterious players had negligible professional careers and their time on a major league diamond
was more the result of good fortune than anything else; others were stars in their day and then
vanished. The Biographical Committee of the Society for American Baseball Research is committed
to finding them and award-winning researcher Peter Morris tells the story of some of the most
remarkable of the searches that resulted, many of which featured twists so surprising no mystery
writer could have invented them.
  chicago cold cases: Murder & Mayhem on Chicago's West Side Troy Taylor, 2019-01-07 The
author of Haunted Illinois takes readers to the Windy City’s wild west, where criminals from Frank
Capone to John Wayne Gacy left their mark. Blazing from the West Side, the Great Chicago Fire left
nothing but ashy remnants of the developing city, leveling its landscape but certainly not its spirit.
While the West Side was home to the infamous O’Leary barn, it was also where news of some of the
city’s most gruesome and horrific crimes reverberated throughout the state and across the country.
Read about the bloody end of Roger “the Terrible” Touhy, who, although he undoubtedly lived up to
his name, met an ill-deserved fate. Troy Taylor also delves into the life of John Wayne Gacy, the
depraved man masked by the clown costume, and yet again proves to be a master storyteller and
historian of Chicago’s criminal underworld. Includes photos!
  chicago cold cases: The Brown's Chicken Massacre Cold Case Solved Unknown, 2025-07-09
Seven innocent people died. One brutal night. Nine years of dead ends. Then a DNA breakthrough
that changed everything. The Complete True Story Behind America's Most Famous Cold Case On
January 8, 1993, seven employees were systematically executed at a Chicago-area restaurant in one
of Illinois' most shocking mass murders. For nearly a decade, the Brown's Chicken Massacre
remained unsolved—until groundbreaking forensic science and a courageous witness finally cracked
the case. This factual account reveals: ● The 30-minute crime that terrorized a community ● The
9-year investigation with over 500 suspects ● The DNA breakthrough using technology that didn't
exist in 1993 ● The dramatic trials that delivered justice after 16 years The true account covers
every detail from crime to conviction, with complete chronological timeline and victim profiles.
Perfect for true crime enthusiasts, criminal justice students, and anyone fascinated by how
advancing technology delivers justice.
  chicago cold cases: Cold Truth (A Carly Phoenix FBI Suspense Thriller—Book 3) Taylor Stark,
2024-08-01 A serial killer whose macabre crime scenes are inspired by tarot cards. Victims posed in
deathly tableaus. Can Carly decipher this killer's game before it’s too late? COLD TRUTH (A Carly
Phoenix FBI Suspense Thriller—Book 3) is the third novel in a new series by mystery and suspense
author Taylor Stark. The series begins with COLD JUSTICE (Book 1). The Carly Phoenix series is an
intense and riveting thriller featuring a complex and troubled female protagonist. Brimming with
suspense, unexpected turns, and a pulse-pounding tempo, this series ensures an enthralling



experience that's bound to keep you turning pages late into the night. Fans of Karin Slaughter,
Teresa Driscoll, and Lisa Regan are sure to fall in love. Future books in the series are also available!
  chicago cold cases: New York Produce Review and American Creamery , 1903
  chicago cold cases: The Unsolved Murder of Barbara and Patricia Grimes Ricky Indrawan,
2025-07-28 What if two sisters vanished from a movie theater and the city never recovered? On a
snowy December night in 1956, Barbara and Patricia Grimes, ages 15 and 13, kissed their mother
goodbye and headed out to see Love Me Tender at a neighborhood theater in 1950s Chicago. They
never came home. What began as a missing persons report quickly exploded into one of the most
chilling unsolved murders in American history. From rumors of celebrity involvement to false
confessions, desperate psychics, and police missteps, the case became a media storm that swept
across the nation-and still has no ending. The Unsolved Murder of Barbara and Patricia Grimes: The
Chicago Case That Haunted a Nation is not just a chronicle of a crime. It is a cinematic, immersive
true crime investigation that revisits the case in full, with new insights and a sharp focus on the
human cost of unresolved tragedy. Inside this gripping book, you'll uncover: A haunting,
moment-by-moment reconstruction of the girls' final night, from the neon glow of the Brighton
Theater to the bitter cold of Willow Springs, where their bodies were found side by side. Exclusive
analysis of police reports, autopsy contradictions, and theories that were never pursued-including
the disturbing connections between the Grimes case and other child abductions in mid-century
Illinois. The psychological unraveling of Loretta Grimes, a mother whose heartbreak turned to public
confrontation as she battled media distortion and institutional silence. A deep dive into 1950s
Chicago law enforcement, including the impact of postwar social norms, missing persons protocol,
and the racial and class dynamics that shaped the investigation. Forgotten suspects, lost files, and a
confession that couldn't be matched to the crime-and how one ex-cop turned cold case investigator
tried to piece it all together decades later. The eerie symmetry between the Grimes sisters and other
cases of the era, including Bonnie Leigh Scott and the Peterson-Schuessler boys, revealing a
terrifying pattern of child abduction and unacknowledged serial violence. This Book Is For Readers
Who Crave: True crime stories that center the victims, not just the suspects. Deep historical
investigations that unpack the cultural, legal, and emotional cost of unsolved crimes.
Thought-provoking analysis of how cases become legends-and how truth can be buried beneath
bureaucracy, fear, and time. Cold case narratives that invite the reader to become part of the
investigation, sifting fact from fiction with a critical eye. Stories that reflect on child abduction,
systemic failures, and the haunting weight of silence. Perfect for fans of: The Five by Hallie
Rubenhold The Midnight Assassin by Skip Hollandsworth I'll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle
McNamara A Death in Belmont by Sebastian Junger The Ghosts of Eden Park by Karen Abbott More
than a mystery, this is a reckoning. The Grimes sisters were not symbols or slogans-they were
daughters, neighbors, ordinary children. This book is a call to remember them not as headlines, but
as human beings. And to understand that some cases remain open not because of lack of
evidence-but because justice, once delayed, is too often denied. If you're looking for a story that will
leave you questioning every assumption-and haunted long after the final page-this is it.
  chicago cold cases: Submerged: How a Cold Case Condemned an Innocent Man to Hide a
Family's Darkest Secret Hillel Levin, 2024-11-19 This bombshell investigation from the co-author of
Black Bird reveals a cold case gone wrong that cleared a murderer and imprisoned an innocent man.
In March 1993, sixteen-year-old Rayna Rison was abducted outside the La Porte, Indiana, veterinary
hospital where she worked. A month later, her body was found submerged under tree limbs in a
rural pond. Police targeted her brother-in-law, Ray McCarty, as the prime suspect. Although a grand
jury indicted him for the murder in 1998, prosecutors later dropped the charges. Then in 2013,
county officers arrested Jason Tibbs, Rayna’s middle-school boyfriend, convicted him, and sentenced
him to forty years in prison. After a two-year investigation, drawing on dozens of interviews and
more than a thousand pages of police files, author Hillel Levin completes the case against McCarty,
following clues and leads that detectives overlooked. In the process, he reveals startling new
information about the killer’s murder weapon and accomplices, and uncovers the politics and



misconduct that enabled the prosecutor to convict Jason Tibbs. Although cold cases are celebrated
in popular culture, Jason’s trial shows the perils they can pose for innocent defendants. At the heart
of Submerged is the tragic story of Rayna Rison, an exceptional young woman with a promising
future whose family and justice system failed to keep her from harm. Ironically, the person now held
accountable for her murder is the friend she most saw as her protector.
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