
biliteracy writing from the start

biliteracy writing from the start is a critical approach in modern education that emphasizes
developing writing skills in two languages simultaneously. This method supports language
acquisition, cognitive development, and academic achievement by nurturing literacy in both the
native and target languages from an early stage. The practice of biliteracy writing from the start
encourages students to appreciate linguistic diversity and fosters greater cultural awareness while
improving communication skills. Educators and curriculum designers increasingly recognize the
importance of integrating biliteracy into early education frameworks to build strong foundations for
lifelong learning. This article explores the definition, benefits, strategies, and challenges of biliteracy
writing from the start, providing insights into effective implementation. A comprehensive
understanding of biliteracy writing from the start is essential for schools aiming to promote bilingual
proficiency and biliterate competence. The following sections will detail key aspects, including
instructional methods, assessment techniques, and practical classroom applications.
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Understanding Biliteracy Writing from the Start
Biliteracy writing from the start refers to the intentional teaching and development of writing skills
in two languages from the early stages of education. This approach goes beyond basic bilingualism
by fostering the ability to read and write proficiently in both languages, ensuring that learners can
communicate effectively in diverse linguistic contexts. Biliteracy development involves
understanding the unique structures, syntax, and conventions of each language while recognizing
their interconnectedness. In educational settings, biliteracy writing from the start is often integrated
into dual language programs, bilingual classrooms, or immersion curriculums, where language
instruction occurs concurrently. The goal is to develop students' abilities to express ideas clearly and
accurately in both languages, supporting academic success and cross-cultural competence.

Defining Biliteracy vs. Bilingualism
While bilingualism refers to the ability to speak two languages, biliteracy encompasses proficiency in
reading and writing in both languages. Biliteracy writing from the start emphasizes literacy skills
alongside oral language development, ensuring comprehensive language mastery. This distinction is
crucial because strong oral skills do not automatically translate to literacy skills, which require
explicit instruction and practice.



Key Components of Biliteracy Writing
Developing biliteracy writing from the start involves several components:

Phonological awareness in both languages

Vocabulary development tailored to each language’s context

Understanding of grammar and syntax rules unique to each language

Practice in composing texts for various purposes and audiences

Exposure to culturally relevant literature and writing models

Benefits of Early Biliteracy Writing Development
Engaging students in biliteracy writing from the start offers numerous cognitive, academic, and
social benefits. Early biliteracy instruction supports enhanced metalinguistic awareness, allowing
students to understand and manipulate language structures more effectively. This cognitive
flexibility often translates into improved problem-solving skills and greater intellectual adaptability.
Academically, students who develop biliteracy tend to perform better in standardized assessments
and exhibit stronger reading comprehension and writing abilities in both languages. Socially,
biliteracy promotes cultural competence and identity affirmation, fostering positive self-esteem and
interpersonal communication skills across diverse communities.

Cognitive Advantages
Research indicates that biliteracy writing from the start enhances executive functions such as
attention control, working memory, and cognitive flexibility. These skills contribute to better
academic outcomes and lifelong learning capacities.

Academic and Career Opportunities
Biliterate individuals gain access to broader educational resources and career prospects. Mastery of
writing in two languages expands opportunities for higher education, global communication, and
professional advancement in multicultural environments.

Social and Cultural Benefits
Developing biliteracy writing from the start encourages respect for cultural diversity and supports
identity development. Students learn to navigate multiple cultural contexts, promoting inclusivity
and empathy.



Effective Strategies for Implementing Biliteracy
Writing from the Start
Successful biliteracy writing instruction requires deliberate strategies tailored to the needs of
bilingual learners. Educators must create supportive environments that recognize the value of both
languages and provide meaningful opportunities for practice. Incorporating culturally relevant
materials, scaffolding instruction, and integrating technology can enhance engagement and skill
acquisition. Collaboration between teachers, families, and communities is essential to reinforce
biliteracy goals beyond the classroom. Additionally, differentiating instruction to accommodate
varying proficiency levels ensures that all students benefit from biliteracy writing programs.

Instructional Approaches
Several instructional models support biliteracy writing from the start, including:

Dual Language Immersion: Teaching content in two languages to promote balanced literacy
development.

Translanguaging Practices: Encouraging students to use both languages fluidly to support
understanding and expression.

Genre-Based Writing Instruction: Exposing students to diverse writing styles and purposes
in both languages.

Incorporating Technology
Technology tools such as bilingual writing software, digital storytelling platforms, and language
learning apps support biliteracy writing from the start by providing interactive and personalized
learning experiences. These resources enable students to practice writing skills in engaging formats
and receive immediate feedback.

Family and Community Engagement
Involving families and communities in biliteracy initiatives strengthens language development and
cultural connections. Workshops, literacy events, and home language support empower families to
contribute to their children’s biliteracy growth.

Challenges and Solutions in Biliteracy Writing
Instruction
Implementing biliteracy writing from the start presents challenges related to resource availability,
teacher training, and student diversity. Addressing these issues requires strategic planning and



professional development to ensure effective instruction. Limited access to high-quality bilingual
materials and qualified educators can hinder program success. Additionally, students’ differing
language backgrounds and proficiency levels necessitate differentiated approaches. Overcoming
these challenges is vital to fostering equitable biliteracy opportunities.

Resource Limitations
One common challenge is the scarcity of culturally and linguistically appropriate teaching materials.
Solutions include developing community-based resources and leveraging open educational content
tailored to bilingual learners.

Teacher Preparation and Support
Effective biliteracy writing instruction demands specialized teacher training in bilingual pedagogy
and language development. Ongoing professional development and collaborative learning
communities help educators refine their skills and share best practices.

Addressing Student Diversity
Students in biliteracy programs often exhibit diverse linguistic backgrounds and proficiency levels.
Differentiated instruction, formative assessments, and personalized learning plans are essential to
meet individual needs and promote balanced language growth.

Assessment and Evaluation of Biliteracy Writing Skills
Assessing biliteracy writing from the start requires comprehensive tools that measure proficiency in
both languages across multiple dimensions. Effective evaluation includes formative and summative
assessments focusing on vocabulary, grammar, coherence, and writing conventions. Rubrics
designed for biliteracy contexts help educators provide targeted feedback and track progress.
Additionally, incorporating self-assessment and peer review encourages student reflection and
ownership of learning. Accurate assessment informs instructional adjustments and supports
continuous biliteracy development.

Types of Assessment Tools
Common assessment methods for biliteracy writing include:

Portfolio assessments showcasing a range of writing samples in both languages1.

Standardized tests adapted for bilingual learners2.

Performance-based tasks such as writing prompts and projects3.

Rubrics evaluating language accuracy, fluency, and organization4.



Feedback and Progress Monitoring
Providing timely, specific feedback helps students improve writing skills and build confidence.
Progress monitoring tools enable educators to identify areas of strength and challenge, guiding
instructional decisions.

Student Self-Assessment
Encouraging students to evaluate their own writing fosters metacognitive skills and motivation. Self-
assessment checklists and reflection journals are effective strategies to promote biliteracy writing
awareness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is biliteracy writing from the start?
Biliteracy writing from the start refers to the educational approach that encourages children to
develop writing skills simultaneously in two languages from the early stages of literacy learning.

Why is biliteracy writing from the start important for young
learners?
It supports cognitive development, enhances cultural awareness, and improves overall literacy by
allowing children to transfer skills between languages and become proficient writers in both.

How can teachers effectively implement biliteracy writing
from the start in the classroom?
Teachers can use dual-language materials, provide consistent practice opportunities in both
languages, integrate culturally relevant content, and scaffold writing activities to support students at
varying proficiency levels.

What challenges might educators face when promoting
biliteracy writing from the start?
Challenges include limited resources in both languages, varying student proficiency levels, lack of
teacher training in biliteracy instruction, and balancing curriculum demands across two languages.

What strategies support students in developing biliteracy
writing skills from the start?
Strategies include interactive writing activities, use of visual aids, cross-linguistic comparisons,



encouraging home language use, and providing feedback that highlights strengths in both
languages.

How does biliteracy writing from the start benefit cognitive
and academic development?
Biliteracy promotes enhanced problem-solving skills, greater metalinguistic awareness, improved
memory, and higher academic achievement by strengthening linguistic and cognitive flexibility.

What role do families play in supporting biliteracy writing
from the start?
Families contribute by encouraging use of both languages at home, providing literacy materials in
each language, and collaborating with educators to reinforce writing practices and cultural
connections.

Additional Resources
1. Biliteracy from the Start: Literacy Squared in Action
This book explores effective strategies for teaching young children to become biliterate from the
beginning of their educational journey. It provides practical classroom examples and research-based
techniques for dual-language instruction. The authors emphasize the importance of simultaneous
development of reading and writing skills in two languages.

2. Writing in Two Languages: Literacy Development in Bilingual Classrooms
Focusing on the challenges and opportunities in bilingual writing instruction, this book offers
insights into how students develop writing skills in both languages. It includes case studies and
instructional approaches that support biliteracy growth. Teachers will find valuable tools to scaffold
writing tasks for diverse bilingual learners.

3. Developing Biliteracy: Teaching Reading and Writing for a Global Future
This text highlights the cognitive and academic benefits of biliteracy and presents methodologies for
integrating reading and writing instruction across languages. It discusses curriculum design and
assessment tailored for biliterate students. The book is a resource for educators aiming to prepare
students for a multilingual world.

4. Dual Language Writing Instruction: Strategies for Biliterate Learners
Offering targeted strategies for writing instruction in dual language settings, this book addresses
the unique needs of biliterate learners. It covers topics such as language transfer, genre awareness,
and cultural relevance in writing tasks. Educators will gain practical approaches to enhance
biliteracy through writing.

5. Emergent Biliteracy: Learning to Read and Write in Two Languages
This book focuses on the early stages of biliteracy development, providing guidance on fostering
reading and writing skills in young bilingual children. It emphasizes the role of oral language,
phonological awareness, and vocabulary in biliterate writing. The text includes classroom activities
and assessment techniques for emergent writers.



6. Biliteracy Practices: Designing Curriculum and Instruction for Two Languages
This comprehensive guide offers frameworks for creating biliteracy-focused curricula that integrate
writing instruction in both languages. It discusses balancing language exposure and promoting
writing proficiency simultaneously. Teachers will find examples and lesson plans that support
writing development in bilingual classrooms.

7. Writing Across Languages: A Guide to Biliteracy Development
This book examines how writing skills transfer and develop across two languages, highlighting
pedagogical approaches that encourage biliteracy. It explores cognitive processes involved in
bilingual writing and provides strategies to support students’ writing confidence and competence.
The text is useful for educators working with diverse bilingual populations.

8. Language and Literacy in Bilingual Children: The Role of Writing
Focusing on the interplay between language development and writing, this book investigates how
bilingual children acquire biliteracy skills. It presents research findings and instructional models
that promote writing as a key component of biliteracy. Educators and researchers will gain insights
into effective biliteracy teaching practices.

9. Teaching Writing in Two Languages: Methods and Materials for Biliteracy
This practical resource offers a variety of methods and materials designed to support writing
instruction in bilingual education settings. It includes lesson plans, writing prompts, and assessment
tools tailored for biliterate students. The book aims to help teachers foster writing proficiency and
confidence in both languages from the start.
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  biliteracy writing from the start: Biliteracy from the Start Kathy Escamilla, 2014 Biliteracy
from the Start: Literacy Squared in Action shows bilingual education teachers, administrators, and
leadership teams how to plan, implement, monitor, and strengthen biliteracy instruction that builds
on students' linguistic resources in two languages, beginning in kindergarten. Escamilla and her
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Squared school-based project. Teachers learn to develop holistic biliteracy instruction units, lesson
plans, and assessments that place Spanish and English side by side. Educators also learn to teach to
students' potential within empirically based, scaffolded, biliteracy zones and to support emerging
bilinguals' trajectories toward biliteracy. Foreword by Ofelia García. Special Features Key terms
and/or guiding questions introduce every chapter. Sample instruction units, lesson plans, student
writing in Spanish and English, and paired writing rubrics make chapter content accessible and
practical. Empirical evidence of students' reading and writing development in Spanish and English
grounds presentation of trajectories toward biliteracy and scaffolded biliteracy zones. Questions for
reflection and action at the end of each chapter help biliteracy educators apply key concepts to their
local district and school context.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Biliterate Writing from the Start Sandra Butvilofsky, Kathy
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Escamilla, Susan Hopewell, 2023
  biliteracy writing from the start: The Routledge International Handbook of Early Literacy
Education Natalia Kucirkova, Catherine E. Snow, Vibeke Grøver, Catherine McBride, 2017-03-31
The Routledge International Handbook of Early Literacy Education offers a pioneering overview of
early literacy provision in different parts of the world and brings together interdisciplinary research
evidence on effective literacy teaching to inform current and future practice and policy of early
literacy. From the problem of identification of literacy difficulties in a particular learning context to
supporting the provision of early literacy through digital media, the handbook deals with the major
concerns and newest areas of interest in literacy research. With an international and future vision, it
provides an accessible guide to the main debates and future trends in the global field of early
literacy, and informs academics, policy-makers, practitioners, educators and students about
innovative early literacy research methods and instruction. The three sections and 30
ground-breaking chapters reflect a conceptual framework of questions asked by scholars and
educators interested in looking beyond traditional definitions of literacy. Part I provides
contemporary insights collected by internationally renowned scholars on what literacy is, and what
it can offer to young children in the twenty-first century. Part II is a collection of detailed portraits of
14 countries, regions or language communities, and focuses on early literacy provision, practice and
policy from across the world. Part III outlines key interventions and research-endorsed practices
designed to support home–school connections and children’s reading and writing skills, as well as
vocabulary, phonological awareness and narrative abilities, with examples drawn from various
home, school and community environments. All chapters promote discussion, critical analysis and
questions for reflection and are written in jargon-free language in an easy-to use themed format.
This handbook is an indispensable reference guide for practising teachers and student teachers,
especially those undertaking postgraduate qualifications, as well as early literacy researchers,
policy-makers and school-based literacy leaders.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Writing and Reading Connections Zoi A. Philippakos,
Steve Graham, 2022-10-13 Writing skills are essential for success in the 21st-century school and
workplace, but most classrooms devote far more time to reading instruction, with writing often
addressed in isolation or excluded. In this insightful professional development resource and text,
leading researchers discuss why and how to integrate writing and reading instruction in grades
K–12 and beyond. Contributors explore how to harness writing–reading connections to support
learning in such areas as phonics and spelling, vocabulary, understanding genre and text structure,
and self-regulated strategy development, as well as across content areas and disciplines. Special
considerations in teaching emergent bilingual students and struggling literacy learners are
described. User-friendly features include guiding questions, classroom examples, and action
questions that help teachers translate the research and concepts into practice. An NCTQ Exemplary
Text for Reading Instruction
  biliteracy writing from the start: Early Biliteracy Development Eurydice B. Bauer, Mileidis
Gort, 2012-05-22 A large and growing number of students from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds in the US and around the world have the potential to develop bilingualism and
biliteracy if supported in their immediate environment. At the forefront in focusing exclusively on
biliteracy development in early childhood across a variety of languages, this book provides both
findings from empirical research with young bilinguals in home and school contexts and practical
applications of these findings. Each chapter is structured in a similar format to offer parallel
descriptions of the research, including a brief review of related empirical studies, an overview of the
methods for data collection and analysis, a description of the main findings, and specific pedagogical
implications to support educators’ efforts to construct meaningful, challenging, and dynamic literacy
and language learning communities where one or more languages are used for communicating and
learning. Pushing the field forward, this book is a valuable resource for helping literacy educators
understand and respond to critical issues related to the development of young children’s literate
competencies in two languages in home and school contexts.



  biliteracy writing from the start: The Writing Classroom Janet Evans, 2013-07-04 This book
brings together a collection of essays on the teaching of writing. It is a companion to Prue Goodwin’s
The Literate Classroom and The Articulate Classroom and aims to: augment our existing knowledge
about the teaching and learning of writing stimulate thought and provoke discussion about writing
offer a blend of theory and practice give ‘food for thought’ and ideas for teaching writing to primary
age children. The topic of writing is one which is under the spotlight with increasing regularity as
politicians and policy makers move on from reading as an ‘issue’. This has already happened in
England where the National Literacy Strategy is urging more emphasis on the teaching of writing to
remedy weaknesses in this area.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Illegal Alphabets and Adult Biliteracy Tomás Mario Kalmar,
2015-03-02 How do illegal aliens chart the speech sounds of colloquial English? This book is timeless
in offering an unusually direct entry into how a group of Mexican fruit pickers analyze their first
encounter with local American speech in a tiny rural Midwestern community in the United States.
Readers see close up how intelligently migrant workers help each other use what they already
know—the alphabetic principle of one letter, one sound—to teach each other, from scratch, at the
very first contact, a language which none of them can speak. They see how and why the strategies
adult immigrants actually use in order to cope with English in the real world seem to have little in
common with those used in publicly funded bilingual and ESL classrooms. What’s new in this
expanded edition of Tomás Mario Kalmar’s landmark Illegal Alphabets and Adult Biliteracy are
in-depth commentaries from six distinguished scholars—Peter Elbow, Ofelia García, James Paul Gee,
Hervé Varenne, Luis Vázquez León, Karen Velasquez—who bring to it their own personal,
professional, and (multi)disciplinary viewpoints.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Assessing Language and Literacy with Bilingual
Students Lori Helman, Anne C. Ittner, Kristen L. McMaster, 2019-10-22 From expert authors, this
book guides educators to conduct assessments that inform daily instruction and identify the assets
that emergent bilinguals bring to the classroom. Effective practices are reviewed for screening,
assessment, and progress monitoring in the areas of oral language, beginning reading skills,
vocabulary and comprehension in the content areas, and writing. The book also addresses how to
establish schoolwide systems of support that incorporate family and community engagement. Packed
with practical ideas and vignettes, the book focuses on grades K–6, but also will be useful to middle
and high school teachers. Appendices include reproducible forms that can be downloaded and
printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Research in Young Children's Literacy and Language
Development Olivia N. Saracho, 2019-12-13 The importance of the early years in young children’s
lives and the rigid inequality in literacy achievement are a stimulating backdrop to current research
in young children’s language and literacy development. This book reports new data and empirical
analyses that advance the theory of language and literacy, with researchers using different
methodologies in conducting their study, with both a sound empirical underpinning and a
captivating analytical rationalization of the results. The contributors to this volume used several
methodological methods (e.g. quantitative, qualitative) to describe the complete concept of the
study; the achievement of the study; and the study in an appropriate manner based on the study’s
methodology. The contributions to this volume cover a wide range of topics, including dual language
learners; Latino immigrant children; children who have hearing disabilities; parents’ and teachers’
beliefs about language development; early literacy skills of toddlers and preschool children;
interventions; multimodalities in early literacies; writing; and family literacy. The studies were
conducted in various early childhood settings such as child care, nursery school, Head Start,
kindergarten, and primary grades, and the subjects in the studies represent the pluralism of the
globe – a pluralism of language, backgrounds, ethnicity, abilities, and disabilities. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Early Child Development and Care.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Continua of Biliteracy Nancy H. Hornberger, 2003-05-23
Biliteracy - the use of two or more languages in and around writing- is an inescapable feature of lives



and schools worldwide, yet one which most educational policy and practice continue blithely to
ignore. The continua of biliteracy featured in the present volume offers a comprehensive yet flexible
model to guide educators, researchers, and policy-makers in designing, carrying out, and evaluating
educational programs for the development of bilingual and multilingual learners, each program
adapted to its own specific context, media, and contents.
  biliteracy writing from the start: The Handbook of Bilingualism and Multilingualism Tej K.
Bhatia, William C. Ritchie, 2014-09-15 **Honored as a 2013 Choice Outstanding Academic Title**
Comprising state-of-the-art research, this substantially expanded and revised Handbook discusses
the latest global and interdisciplinary issues across bilingualism and multilingualism. Includes the
addition of ten new authors to the contributor team, and coverage of seven new topics ranging from
global media to heritage language learning Provides extensively revised coverage of bilingual and
multilingual communities, polyglot aphasia, creolization, indigenization, linguistic ecology and
endangered languages, multilingualism, and forensic linguistics Brings together a global team of
internationally-renowned researchers from different disciplines Covers a wide variety of topics,
ranging from neuro- and psycho-linguistic research to studies of media and psychological counseling
Assesses the latest issues in worldwide linguistics, including the phenomena and the
conceptualization of 'hyperglobalization', and emphasizes geographical centers of global conflict and
commerce
  biliteracy writing from the start: Writing Under Control Judith Graham, Alison Kelly,
2013-01-11 Now in its third edition and reflecting changes in the Primary National Strategy, this
best-selling textbook introduces primary teachers to key issues in the teaching of writing. Strongly
rooted in classroom practice, the book includes: the history, theory and practice of teaching writing
children writing in and out of school EAL and gender issues in writing the development of writing
across the years of the primary school planning classroom routines and organising resources
balancing the composition and transcription elements in writing monitoring and assessing writing
meeting individual needs managing specific learning difficulties in writing, such as dyslexia With its
companion Reading under Control (also in its third edition), this book provides undergraduate and
postgraduate teachers with comprehensive guidance for the teaching of literacy.
  biliteracy writing from the start: The Routledge International Handbook of Research on
Writing Rosalind Horowitz, 2023-02-03 This scholarly research Handbook aggregates the
broad-ranging, interdisciplinary, multidimensional strands of writing research from scholars
worldwide and brings them together into a common intellectual space. This is the first such
international compilation. Now in its second edition, the Handbook inaugurates a wide scope of
international research advancement, with attention to writing at all levels of schooling and in all life
situations. It provides advanced surveys of scholarship on the histories of world and child writing
and literacy; interconnections between writing, reading, and speech; digital writing; writing in
communities; writing in the sciences and engineering; writing instruction and assessment; and
writing and disability. A section on international measures for assessment of writing is a new
addition to this compendium of research. This Handbook serves as a comprehensive resource for
scholars, graduate students, and advanced undergraduates in writing studies and rhetoric,
composition, creative expression, education, and literacy studies.
  biliteracy writing from the start: English 7 - 14 (1991) Viv Edwards, Jagiro Goodwin, Angela
Wellings, 2017-09-29 Originally published in 1991. The central aim of this book is to make English in
the National Curriculum accessible and relevant to all pupils. In attempting to meet this aim, the
authors set out to bring together a theoretical basis for the main English profile components and
practical suggestions for good practice for all schools. In the first section oracy, reading and writing
are examined and in the second section three case studies describe a range of projects which have
taken place in different schools.
  biliteracy writing from the start: The Impact of Home and School Environment on Early
Literacy and Mathematic Skills Paola Bonifacci, Tomohiro Inoue, George Manolitsis, Valentina Tobia,
2023-09-06



  biliteracy writing from the start: Crosslinguistic Influence and Crosslinguistic Interaction in
Multilingual Language Learning Gessica De Angelis, Ulrike Jessner, Marijana Kresic, 2015-11-05
Which strategies do multilingual learners use when confronted with languages they don't yet know?
Which factors are involved in activating prior linguistic knowledge in multilingual learning? This
volume offers valuable insights into recent research in multilingualism, crosslinguistic influence and
crosslinguistic interaction. Experts in the field examine the role of background languages in
multilingual learning. All the chapters point to the heart of the question of what the «multilingual
mind» is. Does learning one language actually help you learn another, and if so, why? This volume
looks at languages and scenarios beyond English as a second language – Italian, Gaelic, Dutch and
German, amongst others, are covered, as well as instances of third and additional language learning.
Research into crosslinguistic influence and crosslinguistic interaction essentially contributes to our
understanding of how language learning works when there are three or more languages in contact.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Ecological Perspectives in Early Language Education
Mila Schwartz, 2024-02-27 This book presents ecological perspectives towards early language
education that conceptualise the phenomenon of interactions between child language-based agency,
teachers’ agency, peers’ agency and parents’ agency, consequently furthering insights into the lives
of young children growing up in multilingual homes. Drawing on rich empirical research evidence,
the book explores teachers’ and family strategies and practices aimed at enhancing children’s
interest in home language maintenance and enrichment as well as in the novel language learning. It
defines early language education as the education of children up to the age of 6 and considers
international evidence of children’s language from diverse sociolinguistic backgrounds and
indigenous, endangered, heritage, regional, minority, majority, and marginalized languages, as well
as foreign and second languages in education at home and out-of-home settings. It claims that only
through collaboration between teachers, families, peers, and close environment, can the child be
engaged in early language learning and fully experience his or her potential to act as agent in a
novel language learning. The book will be of great interest to researchers, academics, and
postgraduate students in the fields of language education, multilingualism, applied linguistics, and
early childhood education. Practitioners in these fields may also find the volume a valuable resource.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Writing Development Clotilde Pontecorvo, 1997-11-06
This volume presents a selection of papers presented at a series of three workshops organized by the
Network “Written Language and Literacy” as launched by the European Science Foundation. The
main topics making up Writing Development are: (1) Writing and literacy acquisition: Links between
speech and writing, with contributions by David R. Olson, Claire Blanche-Benveniste, Emilia
Ferreiro, Ruth Berman, Liliana Tolchinsky & Ana Teberosky; (2) Writing and reading in time and
culture, with contributions by Collette Sirat, Françoise Desbordes, Harmut Günther, Peter Koch, &
Jean Hébrard: (3) Written language competence in monolingual and bilingual contexts, with
contributions by Michel Fayol & Serge Mouchon, Georges Lüdi, & Ludo Verhoeven; (4) Writing
systems, brain structures and languages: A neurolinguistic view, with contributions by Giuseppe
Cossu, Heinz Wimmer & Uta Frith, & Brian Butterworth. The volume heads off with an extensive
introduction “Studying writing and writing acquisition today: A multidisciplinary view”.
  biliteracy writing from the start: EBOOK: Developing Writers: Teaching and Learning in the
Digital Age Richard Andrews, Anna Smith, 2011-07-16 This book takes a fresh look at what it means
to learn and develop as a writer in response to concerns on both sides of the Atlantic, and elsewhere
in the world, about standards in writing. In this book, the authors seek answers to some perennial
questions: Why does performance in writing tend to lag behind that in reading? Are the productive
skills of speaking and writing more difficult because they require the learner to make something
new? What does it mean to develop as a writer? This book provides the foundation for developing
the teaching of writing. It does so by: Reviewing and comparing models of writing pedagogy from
the last fifty years Discussing the notion of development in depth Developing a new theory and
model for writing in the multimodal and digital age Its basic premise is that writing needs to be
re-conceived as one crucial component of communication among other modes. Andrews and Smith



argue that although existing theories have provided insights into the teaching and learning of
writing, we need to bring such theories up to date in the digital and multimodal age. Developing
Writers is designed for teachers, academics, researchers, curriculum designers, parents and others
who are interested in writing development. It will also be intended for anyone who is interested in
developing their own writing, and who wishes to understand the principles on which such
development is based. Continue the conversation at www.developingwriters.org.
  biliteracy writing from the start: Becoming Biliterate Bertha Perez, 2003-10-03 This book
describes the development process and dynamics of change in the course of implementing a two-way
bilingual immersion education program in two school communities. The focus is on the language and
literacy learning of elementary-school students and on how it is influenced by parents, teachers, and
policymakers. Pérez provides rich, highly detailed descriptions, both quantitative and qualitative, of
the change process at the two schools involved, including student language and achievement data
for five years of program implementation that were used to test the basic two-way bilingual theory,
the specific school interventions, and the particular classroom instructional practices. The
contribution of Becoming Biliterate: A Study of Two-Way Bilingual Immersion Education is to
provide a comprehensive description of contextual and instructional factors that might help or
hinder the attainment of successful literacy and student outcomes in both languages. The study has
broad theoretical, policy, and practical instructional relevance for the many other U.S. school
districts with large student populations of non-native speakers of English. This volume is highly
relevant for researchers, teacher educators, and graduate students in bilingual and ESL education,
language policy, linguistics, and language education, and as a text for master's- and doctoral-level
classes in these areas.
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