bicentennial man film cast

bicentennial man film cast represents a pivotal element in understanding the
success and appeal of the 1999 science fiction drama film "Bicentennial Man."
This film, based on Isaac Asimov's novel and the short story "The
Bicentennial Man," explores profound themes of humanity, identity, and
emotion through the journey of a robot striving to become human. The
bicentennial man film cast features a blend of acclaimed actors and talented
performers who bring this compelling story to life. By examining the key
members of the bicentennial man film cast, their roles, and their
contributions, one gains deeper insight into the film's narrative depth and
emotional resonance. This article delves into the principal cast members,
supporting actors, and notable performances that shape the movie's impact.
Additionally, the discussion outlines the casting decisions and how the
ensemble contributed to the film’s overall success and reception.

e Overview of the Bicentennial Man Film Cast

e Main Cast Members and Their Roles

Supporting Cast and Character Contributions

Casting Choices and Actor Performances

e ITmpact of the Cast on the Film’s Reception

Overview of the Bicentennial Man Film Cast

The bicentennial man film cast comprises a distinguished group of actors
selected to embody the complex characters within the story. Central to the
film is the character Andrew Martin, a robot who gradually acquires human
traits and emotions over two centuries. The film’s casting choices aimed to
balance the futuristic sci-fi elements with profound human drama,
necessitating versatile actors capable of nuanced performances. The
bicentennial man film cast not only includes lead actors but also a range of
supporting performers who enhance the narrative's emotional and thematic
layers. Together, the ensemble contributes to the film’s exploration of
identity, mortality, and love.

Main Cast Members and Their Roles

The primary figures within the bicentennial man film cast are essential to
the storytelling and character development. Their portrayals anchor the
film’s emotional core and provide a human face to its philosophical
questions.

Robin Williams as Andrew Martin

At the forefront of the bicentennial man film cast is Robin Williams, who
plays Andrew Martin, the robot protagonist. Williams’ performance is widely



regarded as both heartfelt and compelling, capturing Andrew’s evolution from
mechanical servant to a being seeking humanity. His ability to convey subtle
emotional shifts and vulnerability is a key factor in the film’s engagement
with audiences.

Embeth Davidtz as Little Miss/Maria

Embeth Davidtz portrays Little Miss, who later becomes Maria, a pivotal
character in Andrew’s life. Her role reflects the human connections that
influence Andrew’s journey. Davidtz’s performance adds depth to the
interpersonal dynamics that drive much of the film’s emotional narrative.

Sam Neill as Richard Martin

Sam Neill plays Richard Martin, the patriarch of the Martin family who
initially acquires Andrew. Neill’s role is crucial in establishing the
familial bonds that shape Andrew’s development. His portrayal lends
credibility and warmth to the family unit central to the story.

Oliver Platt as Rupert Burns

Oliver Platt appears as Rupert Burns, an inventor and collaborator who
assists Andrew in his quest for humanity. Platt’s characterization provides
technical expertise and emotional support, offering insight into the
scientific and ethical aspects of Andrew’s transformation.

Supporting Cast and Character Contributions

Beyond the lead roles, the bicentennial man film cast includes several
supporting actors who enrich the film’s texture and strengthen its thematic
concerns. These characters provide context, conflict, and additional
emotional layers.

KW McCrary as Little Miss (Young)

In the early scenes, KW McCrary plays the young version of Little Miss,
capturing the innocence and curiosity that characterize the Martin family’s
relationship with Andrew.

Hallie Foote as Portia

Hallie Foote’s role as Portia, a household member, adds to the depiction of
domestic life and societal norms affecting Andrew’s experience. Her presence
helps flesh out the social environment surrounding the Martin family.

Bradley Whitford as Alfred

Bradley Whitford’s portrayal of Alfred provides a touchpoint for the broader



societal and ethical questions posed by Andrew’s existence. His character’s
interactions reflect the tensions between technology and humanity.

Additional Supporting Actors

e David Alan Grier as Rupert’s Assistant
e Robin Thomas as Judge
e Steve Zahn as Walter Martin

e Jared Rushton as Young Richard Martin

These supporting roles contribute to the narrative’s complexity, representing
varying perspectives on Andrew’s journey and the implications of artificial
intelligence and personhood.

Casting Choices and Actor Performances

The bicentennial man film cast was carefully selected to ensure that each
actor could deliver performances that resonate with the film’s themes of
humanity and transformation. The casting directors prioritized actors capable
of emotional depth and subtlety, particularly for the lead role of Andrew
Martin.

Robin Williams’ Transformative Role

Robin Williams’ involvement in the bicentennial man film cast brought
significant gravitas and empathy to the character of Andrew. Known for his
versatility, Williams adeptly balanced moments of humor, innocence, and
profound sadness, allowing viewers to connect with a non—-human character on a
deeply emotional level.

Supporting Actors’ Contributions

The supporting cast members were chosen for their ability to enhance the
story’s emotional and philosophical complexity. Their performances provided a
realistic framework around Andrew’s extraordinary circumstances, making the
futuristic narrative accessible and relatable.

Use of Makeup and Visual Effects

In addition to the actors’ performances, the bicentennial man film cast
utilized makeup and visual effects extensively to portray Andrew’s robotic
origins and gradual humanization. This collaboration between cast and
technical teams was critical in creating a believable and visually compelling
character arc.



Impact of the Cast on the Film’s Reception

The bicentennial man film cast played a significant role in shaping the
film’s reception among critics and audiences. Their performances were often
highlighted as a strength, particularly Williams’ portrayal of Andrew Martin,
which was praised for its emotional authenticity.

Critical Acclaim for Acting

Critics recognized the bicentennial man film cast for bringing depth and
nuance to a story that might otherwise have felt detached or overly
technical. The cast’s ability to convey complex emotions helped elevate the
film beyond typical science fiction fare.

Audience Connection

Audience engagement with the film was largely driven by the bicentennial man
film cast’s performances. The relatability and warmth of the characters
fostered empathy and reflection on themes of identity, love, and mortality.

Legacy of the Cast’s Performances

The enduring impact of the bicentennial man film cast is evident in the
film’s continued discussion in the context of science fiction cinema and
artificial intelligence narratives. Their portrayals remain a benchmark for
emotionally driven performances within the genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who stars as the main character in the film
'Bicentennial Man'?

Robin Williams stars as the main character, Andrew, in the film 'Bicentennial
Man'.

Which actress plays the role of Portia in
'Bicentennial Man'?

Embeth Davidtz plays the role of Portia, the daughter of the family Andrew
serves, in 'Bicentennial Man'.

Are there any notable supporting actors in
'Bicentennial Man'?

Yes, notable supporting actors include Sam Neill, who plays Richard Martin,
and Oliver Platt, who plays Rupert Burns.



Did the cast of 'Bicentennial Man' include any well-
known voice actors?

The cast primarily consists of live-action actors, with Robin Williams
providing the voice and performance for the robot Andrew.

Was 'Bicentennial Man' cast composed of actors known
for science fiction roles?

While some cast members have diverse filmographies, Robin Williams and the
main cast were not primarily known for science fiction roles before
'Bicentennial Man.'

Additional Resources

1. Exploring the Bicentennial Man: A Journey Through the Film's Cast

This book provides an in-depth look at the actors who brought the characters
of "Bicentennial Man" to life. It covers their backgrounds, careers, and the
roles they played in the film. Readers gain insight into the casting process
and how each actor contributed to the movie’s emotional depth.

2. The Life and Career of Robin Williams: From Comedian to Bicentennial Man
Focusing on Robin Williams, the lead actor in "Bicentennial Man," this
biography explores his extensive career and his approach to the role of
Andrew, the robot seeking humanity. The book highlights his versatility and
the impact of this film on his legacy.

3. Sam Neill: The Versatile Actor Behind the Bicentennial Man

This title delves into the life and acting journey of Sam Neill, who played
the role of Richard Martin in the film. It discusses his career milestones,
his preparation for the movie, and how his performance added depth to the
story.

4. The Women of Bicentennial Man: Spotlight on Embeth Davidtz and Hallie Kate
Eisenberg

This book examines the significant roles played by Embeth Davidtz and Hallie
Kate Eisenberg in the film. It explores their acting techniques, character
development, and contributions to the narrative of "Bicentennial Man."

5. Behind the Scenes of Bicentennial Man: Cast Interviews and Insights
Featuring exclusive interviews with the cast members, this book offers a
behind-the-scenes look at the making of "Bicentennial Man." Actors share
their experiences on set, challenges faced during filming, and their personal
connections to their characters.

6. From Script to Screen: The Casting Process of Bicentennial Man

This book provides a detailed account of how the cast of "Bicentennial Man"
was selected. It includes casting director insights, audition stories, and
how each actor was chosen to embody their respective roles.

7. The Impact of Bicentennial Man on Science Fiction Cinema and Its Cast
Analyzing the place of "Bicentennial Man" within the sci-fi genre, this book
discusses how the cast’s performances influenced the film’s reception. It
also covers the broader implications for the actors' careers in science
fiction media.



8. Robin Williams and the Portrayal of Artificial Intelligence 1in
Bicentennial Man

This book focuses on Robin Williams'’ portrayal of Andrew, exploring how his
performance shaped public perceptions of artificial intelligence and
robotics. It includes critical reviews and academic perspectives on his role.

9. The Legacy of Bicentennial Man’s Cast: Where Are They Now?

This title updates readers on the post-"Bicentennial Man" careers and lives
of the main cast members. It highlights their subsequent projects, personal
achievements, and continuing influence in the entertainment industry.
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bicentennial man film cast: Robin Williams Biography - The Truth Behind The Comedian
Genius Chris Dicker, What happened to Robin Williams? Why he attempted a suicide? What's the

reason behind it? Clearly, Robin was in pain. He successfully managed to hide it all with his
indisputable talent as a comedian. This book is about his life, about his embarrassments, about his
victories and legacy. We'll always remember a great man of courage, generosity and spirit. In this
book, you'll learn more about Robin Williams than what you saw on stage when he performed
through the years. It's something that it will enable you to connect with him beyond laughter and
jokes. It's the story of his life. After all, behind every joke, there's some sense of truth. Are you ready
to learn the truth? Grab your copy now!

bicentennial man film cast: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17 From
the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the
foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol
and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHS), is also offered.

bicentennial man film cast: American Literature on Stage and Screen Thomas S. Hischak,
2014-01-10 The 525 notable works of 19th and 20th century American fiction in this reference book
have many stage, movie, television, and video adaptations. Each literary work is described and then
every adaptation is examined with a discussion of how accurate the version is and how well it
succeeds in conveying the spirit of the original in a different medium. In addition to famous novels
and short stories by authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Willa Cather,
many bestsellers, mysteries, children's books, young adult books, horror novels, science fiction,
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detective stories, and sensational potboilers from the past two centuries are examined.

bicentennial man film cast: The Sci-Fi Movie Guide Chris Barsanti, 2014-09-22 From the
trashy to the epic, from the classics to today's blockbusters, this cinefile’s guidebook reviews nearly
1,000 of the biggest, baddest, and brightest from every age and genre of cinematic science fiction!
Once upon a time, science fiction was only in the future. It was the stuff of drive-ins and cheap
double-bills. Then, with the ever-increasing rush of new, society-altering technologies, science
fiction pushed its way to the present, and it busted out of the genre ghetto of science fiction and
barged its way into the mainstream. What used to be mere fantasy (trips to the moon? Wristwatch
radios? Supercomputers capable of learning?) are now everyday reality. Whether nostalgic for the
future or fast-forwarding to the present, The Sci-Fi Movie Guide: The Universe of Film from Alien to
Zardoz covers the broad and widening range of science-fiction movies. You’ll find more than just
Star Wars, Star Trek, and Transformers, with reviews on many overlooked and under-appreciated
gems and genres, such as ... Monsters! Pacific Rim, Godzilla, The Thing, Creature from the Black
Lagoon Superheroes: Thor, Iron Man, X-Men, The Amazing Spider-man, Superman Dystopias: THX
1138, 1984, The Hunger Games Avant-garde masterpieces: Solaris, 2001, Brazil, The Man Who Fell
to Earth Time travel: 12 Monkeys, The Time Machine, Time Bandits, Back to the Future
Post-apocalyptic action: The Road Warrior, I Am Legend, Terminator Salvation Comedy: Dark Star,
Mars Attacks!, Dr. Strangelove, The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the Eighth Dimension,
Mystery Science Theater 3000 Aliens! The Day the Earth Stood Still, Close Encounters of the Third
Kind, Contact, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Signs Mad scientists! Frankenstein, The Invisible
Man, The Abominable Dr. Phibes Shoot-em-ups: Aliens, Universal Soldier, Starship Troopers What
the...?: Battlefield Earth, Prayer of the Rollerboys, Repo: The Genetic Opera, Tank Girl, The 10th
Victim Animation: WALL-E, Akira, Ghost in the Shell Small budgets, big ideas: Donnie Darko, Primer,
Sound of My Voice, Computer Chess Neglected greats: Things to Come, Children of Men Epics:
Metropolis, Blade Runner, Cloud Atlas and many, many more categories and movies!! In addition to
the nearly one thousand science fiction film reviews, this guide includes fascinating and fun Top-10
lists and sidebars that are designed to lead fans to similar titles they might not have known about.
The Sci-Fi Movie Guide: The Universe of Film from Alien to Zardoz will help ensure that you will
never again have to worry about what to watch next. Useful both as a handy resource or a fun romp
through the film world of science fiction. It also includes a helpful bibliography and an extensive
index, adding to its usefulness.

bicentennial man film cast: Casting Might-Have-Beens Eila Mell, 2015-01-24 Some acting
careers are made by one great role and some fall into obscurity when one is declined. Would Al
Pacino be the star he is today if Robert Redford had accepted the role of Michael Corleone in The
Godfather? Imagine Tom Hanks rejecting Uma Thurman, saying that she acted like someone in a
high school play when she auditioned to play opposite him in The Bonfire of the Vanities. Picture
Danny Thomas as The Godfather, or Marilyn Monroe as Cleopatra. This reference work lists
hundreds of such stories: actors who didn't get cast or who turned down certain parts. Each entry,
organized alphabetically by film title, gives the character and actor cast, a list of other actors
considered for that role, and the details of the casting decision. Information is drawn from extensive
research and interviews. From About Last Night (which John Belushi turned down at his brother's
urging) to Zulu (in which Michael Caine was not cast because he didn't look Cockney enough), this
book lets you imagine how different your favorite films could have been.

bicentennial man film cast: Famous Wisconsin Film Stars Kristin Gilpatrick, 2002 From
Agnes Morehead to the Zucker Brothers, Wisconsin has produced a large cast of film stars. They
include serious actors like Spencer Tracy and Gena Rowlands; comics like Chris Farley and Gene
Wilder; and directors like Orson Wells and Nicholas Ray.

bicentennial man film cast: TLA Film, Video, & DVD Guide, 2002-2003 David Bleiler,
2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely indispensible guide for
the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of
the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive




coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide includes: * Reviews of
more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme, genre, and country of
origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film awards, TLA Bests and
recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50 countries From one of the
finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the latest edition of one of the most
respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide is perfect for anyone
whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en
Rose.

bicentennial man film cast: Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema S.
Torriano Berry, Venise T. Berry, 2015-05-07 As early as 1909, African Americans were utilizing the
new medium of cinema to catalogue the world around them, using the film camera as a device to
capture their lives and their history. The daunting subject of race and ethnicity permeated life in
America at the turn of the twentieth century and due to the effect of certain early films, specific
television images, and an often-biased news media, it still plagues us today. As new technologies
bring the power of the moving image to the masses, African Americans will shoot and edit on laptop
computers and share their stories with a global audience via the World Wide Web. These
independently produced visions will add to the diverse cache of African American images being
displayed on an ever-expanding silver screen. This wide range of stories, topics, views, and genres
will finally give the world a glimpse of African American life that has long been ignored and has yet
to be seen. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema covers its
history through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 1400 cross-referenced entries on actors, actresses, movies, producers,
organizations, awards, and terminology, this book provides a better understanding of the role
African Americans played in film history. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about African American cinema.

bicentennial man film cast: Introducing Philosophy Through Film Richard Fumerton, Diane
Jeske, 2009-04-27 Introducing Philosophy through Film “Introducing Philosophy Through Film is a
truly wonderful introduction to the core problems of philosophy. Its combination of great films,
classic articles from both historical and contemporary philosophers, wonderfully clear introductions
to each section, and provocative questions for discussion make for an introduction that is as
compelling as it is rigorous.” Richard Foley, New York University “Fumerton and Jeske have
compiled an excellent anthology, filled with dozens of classic texts on the central problems of
philosophy most often addressed in introductory philosophy courses. And the films they suggest will
help introduce students to philosophy in the most enjoyable way possible.” Michael Huemer,
University of Colorado From Monty Python and The Matrix to Casablanca and A Clockwork Orange,
popular films offer surprisingly perceptive insights into complex philosophical concepts. Introducing
Philosophy Through Film combines this novel pedagogical approach with all the virtues of a serious
introductory anthology of classical and contemporary philosophical readings. The result is an
engaging and effective way to fire the imagination of those new to philosophy. Drawing on a wide
range of popular and easily accessible films — along with the ideas of a diverse selection of
historical and contemporary thinkers — this book introduces many of the central areas of
philosophical concern, including perception, philosophy of mind, ethics, religion, free will,
determinism, and more. Chapter by chapter, the editors offer a discussion of relevant film clips to
help illuminate and demystify the philosophical arguments and positions raised in the anthology’s
readings. By merging the cinematic and philosophical worlds, Introducing Philosophy Through Film
provides a uniquely effective way for beginning students to engage with philosophy and gain insights
into the human mind.

bicentennial man film cast: Film Review , 2006

bicentennial man film cast: TLA Video & DVD Guide 2005 David Bleiler, 2025-06-25 The
TLA Video and DVD Guide 2005 is the absolutely indispensable guide to worthwhile cinema. It
includes over 10,000 entries on the best of film and video that a real film lover might actually want



to see. Unlike some of the other mass market guides that tend to be clogged with unenlightening
entries on even more unenlightening films, TLA focuses on independent, foreign, and the best of
Hollywood to bring the cineaste an opinionated guide that is both fun and useful. The guide includes:
-Reviews of more than 10,000 films -Four detailed indexes--by star, directory, country of origin, and
theme -More than 300 photos throughout -A listing of all the major film awards of the past
quarter-century, as well as TLA Bests and recommended films -A comprehensive selection of cinema
from more than 50 countries Now published annually, the TLA Video and DVD Guide is one of the
most respected guides from one of the finest names in video retailing, perfect for anyone with an
eclectic taste in cinema.

bicentennial man film cast: Opening Weekend Jim Fredrick, 2024-10-15 In a world where
movie marketers are the stars of the story, Opening Weekend: An Insider's Look at Marketing
Hollywood's Hits and Flops recounts Jim Fredrick’s journey through the realm of movie marketing.
Fredrick offers readers exclusive access to behind-the-scenes anecdotes and firsthand accounts of
working with studio executives and navigating relationships with famous movie stars and directors.
After starting his career in 1983 as a trailer editor and producer at famed advertising boutique
Intralink, Jim Fredrick went on to serve as president of marketing at Castle Rock Entertainment;
senior vice president of creative advertising at Warner Bros.; and executive vice president of
marketing at Sony Screen Gems. In 2011, he founded his own company, Jim Fredrick Motion Picture
Marketing. Across a span of thirty-five years, Fredrick’s roles as a trailer maker and studio executive
allowed him to craft advertising campaigns for a range of movies, from such iconic cinematic gems
as The Shawshank Redemption to the widely beloved Harry Potter franchise, to commercial failures
like The Adventures of Pluto Nash and Fired Up! Opening Weekend explores the intricacies of the
lesser-known business of film distribution and marketing, unraveling the complex mechanisms
through which movies are sold to discriminating audiences. Replete with triumphs, setbacks, and the
relentless spirit that drives the creation and promotion of cinematic masterpieces, Opening Weekend
promises an enthralling glimpse into the previously untold world of Hollywood movies.

bicentennial man film cast: Encyclopedia of Motion Picture Sound Marty McGee, 2015-06-08
Ever since 1927, when The Jazz Singer broke the silence of the silver screen, sound has played an
integral role in the development and appreciation of motion pictures. This encyclopedia covers the
people, processes, innovations, facilities, manufacturers, formats and award-winning films that have
made sound such a crucial part of the motion picture experience. Every film that has won a
sound-related Academy Award is included here, with detailed critical commentary. Every sound
mixer or editor who has been honored by the Academy has his or her own entry and filmography,
and career biographies are provided for key developers including Jack Foley, Ray Dolby, George
Lucas, and more.

bicentennial man film cast: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 1990s Science Fiction Films
Wikipedia contributors,

bicentennial man film cast: Film Actors, 2003

bicentennial man film cast: Disney Voice Actors Thomas S. Hischak, 2011-10-06 This
biographical dictionary is devoted to the actors who provided voices for all the Disney animated
theatrical shorts and features from the 1928 Mickey Mouse cartoon Steamboat Willie to the 2010
feature film Tangled. More than 900 men, women, and child actors from more than 300 films are
covered, with biographical information, individual career summaries, and descriptions of the
animated characters they have performed. Among those listed are Adriana Caselotti, of Snow White
fame; Clarence Nash, the voice of Donald Duck; Sterling Holloway, best known for his vocal
portrayal of Winnie the Pooh; and such show business luminaries as Bing Crosby, Bob Newhart,
George Sanders, Dinah Shore, Jennifer Tilly and James Woods. In addition, a complete directory of
animated Disney films enables the reader to cross-reference the actors with their characters.

bicentennial man film cast: Inventory A.V. Club, 2009-10-13 Each week, the writers of The
A.V. Club issue a slightly slanted pop-culture list filled with challenging opinions (Is David Bowie's
Young Americans nearly ruined by saxophone?) and fascinating facts. Exploring twenty-four great




films too painful to watch twice, fourteen tragic movie-masturbation scenes, eighteen songs about
crappy cities, and much more, Inventory combines a massive helping of new lists created especially
for the book with a few favorites first seen at AVClub.com and in the pages of The A.V. Club’s sister
publication, The Onion. But wait! There's more: John Hodgman offers a set of minutely detailed (and
probably fictional) character actors. Patton Oswalt waxes ecstatic about the quiet film revolutions
that changed cinema in small but exciting ways. Amy Sedaris lists fifty things that make her laugh.
Weird Al Yankovic examines the noises of Mad magazine's Don Martin. Plus lists from Paul Thomas
Anderson, Robert Ben Garant, Tom Lennon, Andrew W.K., Tim and Eric, Daniel Handler, and Zach
Galifianakis—and an epic foreword from essayist Chuck Klosterman.

bicentennial man film cast: Food in the Movies, 2d ed. Steve Zimmerman, 2010-07-28
Although food has been part of motion pictures since the silent era, for the most part it has been
treated with about as much respect as movie extras: it's always been there on the screen but seldom
noticed. For the most part filmmakers have settled on three basic ways to treat food: as a prop in
which the food is usually obscured from sight or ignored by the actors; as a transition device to
compress time and help advance the plot; as a symbol or metaphor, or in some other meaningful
way, to make a dramatic point or to reveal an aspect of an actor's character, mood or thought
process. This hugely expanded and revised edition details 400 food scenes, in addition to the 400
films reviewed for the first edition, and an introduction tracing the technical, artistic and cultural
forces that contributed to the emergence of food films as a new genre--originated by such films as
Tampopo, Babette's Feast and more recently by films like Mostly Martha, No Reservations and
Ratatouille. A filmography is included as an appendix.

bicentennial man film cast: Contemporary North American Film Directors Yoram Allon,
Del Cullen, Hannah Patterson, 2002 Encompassing the careers of up to 600 directors - over 60 new
to this edition - working in the US and Canada today, this volume is an invaluable reference for
students, researchers and enthusiasts of film and popular culture. Each entry provides biographical
information as well as insightful textual and thematic analysis of the director's work. In
comprehensively covering a wide range of film-makers - from more established mainstream
luminaries such as Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, Ridley Scott and Kathryn Bigelow, through
independent mavericks like Hal Hartley, Atom Egoyan, Jim Jarmusch and the Coen brothers, to
innovative emerging talents including Marc Forster (Monster's Ball), Todd Field (In the Bedroom)
and David Gordon Green (George Washington) - the shifting landscape of contemporary film-making
is brought into sharp focus. Sur la 4e de couv.

bicentennial man film cast: The Encyclopedia of Best Films Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23 This
all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost experts on cinema provides
comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on. The work offers more than
5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent; five stars=masterpiece),
and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as well as many more that did
not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a listing of the cast as well
as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair stylist. Especially unique to
this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not a film is appropriate for
their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by studio lobbying, Nash
objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four recommendations for viewing:
recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter includes a list of top films by
genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as an annotated name index
listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death. Rounding out this essential
volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's private collection.
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