
best jim thompson novels
best jim thompson novels are widely regarded as some of the most compelling and gritty works in
the crime fiction genre. Jim Thompson’s writing style is marked by dark psychological insights, morally
ambiguous characters, and twisting plots that keep readers engaged from start to finish. His novels
often explore themes of desperation, corruption, and the human capacity for cruelty and redemption,
setting them apart from conventional detective stories. This article delves into the most acclaimed
works by Thompson, highlighting what makes each novel a standout in the noir literary world.
Whether you are a long-time fan or new to his writing, understanding the key titles will guide you
through his gripping and unforgettable narratives. The following sections will cover the best jim
thompson novels, notable themes, and why his works continue to influence crime fiction today.

Top Jim Thompson Novels

Distinctive Themes in Jim Thompson’s Writing

Impact and Legacy of Jim Thompson’s Novels

Top Jim Thompson Novels
Jim Thompson authored numerous novels throughout his career, but certain titles have risen to
prominence due to their exceptional storytelling and enduring popularity. These books showcase his
mastery of noir fiction and psychological depth, making them essential reading for fans of the genre.

The Killer Inside Me
Arguably Thompson’s most famous novel, The Killer Inside Me delves into the mind of Lou Ford, a
small-town deputy sheriff with a chilling double life. The narrative is both disturbing and captivating,
as it explores the duality of human nature and the capacity for evil hidden beneath a seemingly
normal exterior. The novel’s groundbreaking psychological approach and unreliable narrator have
cemented it as a classic in crime literature.

Pop. 1280
Pop. 1280 tells the story of Nick Corey, a corrupt and manipulative sheriff in a small town. The novel
blends dark humor with brutal realism, portraying Corey’s cunning and unscrupulous tactics as he
navigates a community rife with hypocrisy. This novel stands out for its satirical edge and exploration
of power dynamics in a claustrophobic setting.



After Dark, My Sweet
This novel follows the story of William Collins, an ex-boxer and escaped convict, who becomes
embroiled in a dangerous scheme involving a wealthy widow. After Dark, My Sweet is notable for its
tense atmosphere and complex characters, highlighting Thompson’s skill in building suspense and
emotional depth within a concise narrative.

Savage Night
Savage Night centers on Charles Bigger, a hitman wrestling with his violent nature and personal
turmoil. The novel is characterized by its raw intensity and exploration of existential themes, making
it one of Thompson’s most psychologically nuanced works. It effectively portrays the inner conflicts of
a man trapped by circumstance and his own impulses.

Nothing More Than Murder
This novel offers a bleak and unflinching look at crime and desperation through the eyes of a small-
time criminal planning a robbery. Thompson’s portrayal of the protagonist’s flawed motivations and
moral ambiguity provides a gripping and realistic narrative, reinforcing his reputation for creating
complex antiheroes.

List of Notable Jim Thompson Novels

The Killer Inside Me

Pop. 1280

After Dark, My Sweet

Savage Night

Nothing More Than Murder

The Grifters

Wild Town

The Getaway

Distinctive Themes in Jim Thompson’s Writing
The best jim thompson novels are characterized not only by their compelling plots but also by
recurring themes that deepen the reader’s experience. Thompson’s exploration of the darker aspects



of human nature and society’s underbelly is a hallmark of his work.

Psychological Complexity and Unreliable Narrators
One of Thompson’s signature techniques is his use of unreliable narrators who reveal their distorted
perceptions and hidden motivations as the story progresses. This psychological complexity invites
readers to question the truth and delve beneath the surface of the narrative, enhancing suspense and
engagement.

Morality and Corruption
Thompson’s novels frequently examine moral ambiguity, portraying characters who operate in gray
areas rather than clear-cut good or evil. Corruption is often systemic, affecting not just individuals but
entire communities, illustrating the pervasive nature of vice and deceit.

Violence and Desperation
Violence is a recurring element in Thompson’s stories, depicted with unflinching realism. This violence
is often a manifestation of desperation, reflecting characters’ struggles against circumstance, fate, or
their own psychological demons. The intensity of these portrayals adds to the novels’ gritty and
authentic tone.

Isolation and Alienation
Many protagonists in Thompson’s novels are isolated figures, both socially and emotionally. This
alienation contributes to their descent into crime or moral decay, highlighting the human need for
connection and the consequences of its absence.

Impact and Legacy of Jim Thompson’s Novels
The best jim thompson novels have had a profound influence on crime fiction and popular culture. His
innovative narrative techniques and dark thematic elements have inspired countless writers,
filmmakers, and critics.

Influence on Noir and Crime Fiction
Thompson’s work helped redefine noir fiction by focusing on the internal struggles of flawed
protagonists rather than external mysteries alone. His raw and unvarnished style paved the way for
more psychologically driven crime stories, influencing authors and screenwriters alike.



Adaptations and Cultural Reach
Several of Thompson’s novels have been adapted into films, further cementing his cultural impact.
Notable adaptations include The Killer Inside Me and The Grifters, which have introduced his dark
narratives to broader audiences and reinforced his status as a seminal figure in noir storytelling.

Critical Reappraisal and Enduring Popularity
Although Thompson’s work was initially underappreciated, it has undergone significant critical
reappraisal in recent decades. Today, his novels are celebrated for their literary merit and
psychological insight, ensuring their continued relevance and readership.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jim Thompson and why are his novels considered
significant?
Jim Thompson was an American author known for his hardboiled crime fiction. His novels are
significant for their dark psychological themes, complex characters, and gritty portrayal of crime and
human nature.

What are some of the best novels written by Jim Thompson?
Some of Jim Thompson's best novels include 'The Killer Inside Me,' 'Pop. 1280,' 'Savage Night,' 'The
Grifters,' and 'A Swell-Looking Babe.' These works are highly regarded for their intense narratives and
unique style.

Which Jim Thompson novel is recommended as a starting
point for new readers?
'The Killer Inside Me' is often recommended as a starting point for new readers due to its compelling
first-person narrative and exploration of a psychopathic sheriff's mind, showcasing Thompson's
signature style.

Are Jim Thompson's novels based on true events or purely
fictional?
Jim Thompson's novels are primarily fictional, but they draw heavily on his experiences and
observations, providing a realistic and gritty depiction of crime and the darker aspects of society.

Have any of Jim Thompson's novels been adapted into films?
Yes, several of Jim Thompson's novels have been adapted into films, including 'The Killer Inside Me,'
'The Grifters,' and 'After Dark, My Sweet.' These adaptations have helped bring his work to a wider
audience.



Where can I find the best editions or collections of Jim
Thompson's novels?
The best editions of Jim Thompson's novels can be found through specialty publishers like Vintage
Crime/Black Lizard or via collected works available in bookstores and online retailers such as Amazon.
Some editions include insightful introductions and critical essays.

Additional Resources
1. The Killer Inside Me
This novel is one of Jim Thompson's most famous works, centered on Lou Ford, a seemingly mild-
mannered deputy sheriff in a small Texas town who hides a dark and violent alter ego. The story
delves deep into his psychopathic mind as he commits increasingly brutal crimes. The book is
renowned for its chilling narrative voice and exploration of the duality of human nature.

2. Pop. 1280
Set in a small Southern town, this novel follows Nick Corey, the corrupt and manipulative sheriff who
outwardly appears incompetent but is actually cold and calculating. Corey uses his position to control
and exploit the townspeople, leading to a series of sinister events. The story is a darkly comic and
brutal portrayal of power and corruption.

3. The Getaway
This fast-paced thriller tells the story of Doc McCoy and his wife Carol as they attempt to escape after
a bank robbery goes wrong. The novel explores themes of trust, betrayal, and desperation, with
intense action and psychological tension. It’s a gripping tale of crime and survival with Thompson's
signature gritty style.

4. The Grifters
Focusing on the lives of three con artists—a son, his mother, and a girlfriend—this novel dives into the
dangerous world of deception and manipulation. Each character has their own complex motivations
and secrets, leading to a suspenseful and tragic climax. Thompson’s portrayal of the criminal
underworld is both vivid and deeply human.

5. After Dark, My Sweet
This novel centers on Roy, an ex-boxer and drifter, who becomes entangled in a deadly scheme
involving a beautiful woman and a violent criminal. The story captures the noir atmosphere with its
themes of desperation, crime, and moral ambiguity. Thompson’s writing style creates a tense and
immersive narrative that keeps readers on edge.

6. Nothing More Than Murder
In this novel, the protagonist, a failing bar owner, plans to kill his wife to claim insurance money, but
his carefully laid plans unravel in unexpected ways. The story is a dark and ironic exploration of
greed, desperation, and the consequences of crime. Thompson’s sharp prose and psychological
insight make this a compelling read.

7. Wild Town
Set in a corrupt Texas oil town, this novel follows a young man who becomes entangled with criminals
and law enforcement as he searches for his missing girlfriend. The gritty depiction of small-town
corruption and violence is a hallmark of Thompson’s work. The book combines suspense with a



penetrating look at human flaws.

8. The Transgressors
This novel explores the violent and turbulent lives of two brothers in the American South, involving
themes of family loyalty, crime, and betrayal. Thompson’s narrative style brings raw emotion and
tension to the story, capturing the harsh realities of his characters’ world. It’s a powerful and intense
novel with complex characters.

9. Heed the Thunder
Set in Oklahoma, this novel tells the story of an ex-convict returning home to a hostile environment
filled with old grudges and new dangers. Thompson weaves a tale of revenge, survival, and
redemption against a backdrop of violence and corruption. The book highlights Thompson’s talent for
creating dark, atmospheric noir fiction.
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  best jim thompson novels: Pop. 1280 Jim Thompson, 2025-04-08 Nick Corey is a terrible
sheriff on purpose. He doesn't solve problems, enforce rules or arrest criminals. He knows that
nobody in tiny Potts County actually wants to follow the law and he is perfectly content lazing about,
eating five meals a day, and sleeping with all the eligible women. Still, Nick has some very complex
problems to deal with. Two local pimps have been sassing him, ruining his already tattered
reputation. His girlfriend Rose is being terrorized by her husband. And then, there's his wife and her
brother Lenny who won't stop troubling Nick's already stressed mind. Are they a little too close for a
brother and a sister? With an election coming up, Nick needs to fix his problems and fast. Because
the one thing Nick does know is that he will do anything to stay sheriff. Because, as it turns out,
Sheriff Nick Corey is not nearly as dumb as he seems. In Pop. 1280, widely regarded as a classic of
mid-20th century crime, Thompson offers up one of his best, in a tale of lust, murder, and betrayal in
the Deep South that was the basis for the critically acclaimed French film Coup de Torchon.
  best jim thompson novels: The Getaway Jim Thompson, 2024-09-24 The classic heist thriller
from the master of the American groin-kick novel—the basis for the movie starring Steve McQueen (
Vanity Fair ). Doc McCoy is the most skilled criminal alive. But when for the first time in Doc's long
criminal career, his shot doesn't hit the mark, everything begins to fall apart. And Doc begins to
realize that the perfect bank robbery isn't complete without the perfect getaway to back it up. The
Getaway is the classic story of a bank robbery gone horribly wrong, where the smallest mistakes
have catastrophic consequences, and shifting loyalties lead to betrayals and chaos. The basis for the
classic Steve McQueen film of the same name, as well as a 1994 remake with Alec Baldwin,
Thompson's novel set the bar for every heist story that followed—but as Thompson's proved time and
again, nobody's ever done it better than the master. Praise for Jim Thompson The best suspense
writer going, bar none. — The New York Times My favorite crime novelist—often imitated but never
duplicated. —Stephen King My man in crime fiction. —Jo Nesbø If Raymond Chandler, Dashiell
Hammett, and Cornell Woolrich would have joined together in some ungodly union and produced a
literary offspring, Jim Thompson would be it . . . His work casts a dazzling light on the human

https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-06/files?dataid=NUS08-6239&title=best-jim-thompson-novels.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/anatomy-suggest-010/pdf?ID=dwW47-2108&title=ultrasound-fetal-head-anatomy.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/anatomy-suggest-010/pdf?ID=dwW47-2108&title=ultrasound-fetal-head-anatomy.pdf


condition. — The Washington Post
  best jim thompson novels: The Killer Inside Me Jim Thompson, 1991 In a small town in Texas
there is a sheriff's deputy named Lou Ford, a man so dull that he lives in cliches, so good-natured
that he doesn't even lay a finger on the drunks who come into his custody. But then, that would be
too easy, for Lou's sickness requires other victims. . . . A nightmarish book of psychopathic evil.
  best jim thompson novels: A Hell of a Woman Jim Thompson, 2012-03-01 Frank Dolly Dillon
has a job he hates, working sales and collections for Pay-E-Zee Stores, a wife named Joyce he can't
stand, and an account balance that barely allows him to pay the bills each month. Working
door-to-door one day, trying to eke money out of folk with even less of it than he has, Dolly crosses
paths with a beautiful young woman named Mona Farrell. Mona's being forced by her aunt to do
things she doesn't like, with men she doesn't know -- she wants out, any way she can get it. And to a
man who wants nothing of what he has, Mona sure looks like something he actually does. Soon Dolly
and Mona find themselves involved in a scheme of robbery, murder and mayhem that makes Dolly's
blood run cold. As Dolly's plans begin to unravel, his mind soon follows. In A Hell of a Woman, Jim
Thompson offers another arresting portrait of a deviant mind, in an ambitious crime novel that ranks
among his best work.
  best jim thompson novels: Jim Thompson's The Killer Inside Me Jim Thompson, 2017-04-18
Celebrated crime novelist Jim Thompson's sinewy, brutal, and beloved novel comes to life in this
graphic noir novel! In THE KILLER INSIDE ME, Thompson went where few have dared, giving us a
pitch-black glimpse into the evil mind of the American serial killer years before Charles Manson,
John Wayne Gacy, and Brett Easton Ellis's American Psycho. Thompson’s novel will forever be
known as the masterwork of the greatest crime novelist of all time. Lou Ford is the deputy sheriff of
a small unsuspecting Texas town. The worst thing most people can say against him is that he's a
little slow and a little boring. But most people don't know about the sickness—the sickness that
almost got Lou put away when he was younger—the psychosis that is about to surface again.
Introduction by Stephen King.
  best jim thompson novels: Books to Die For John Connolly, Declan Burke, 2016-10-25 An
anthology featuring the world's greatest mystery authors writing about theworld's greatest mystery
novels.
  best jim thompson novels: The Grifters Jim Thompson, 2025-04-08 Jim Thompson's classic The
Grifters is one of the best novels ever written about the art of the con, an ingeniously crafted story of
deception and betrayal that was the basis for the critically acclaimed film by Stephen Frears and
Martin Scorcese. To his friends, to his coworkers, and even to his mistress Moira, Roy Dillon is an
honest hardworking salesman. He lives in a cheap hotel just within his pay bracket. He goes to work
every day. He has hundreds of friends and associates who could attest to his good character. Yet,
hidden behind three gaudy clown paintings in Roy's pallid hotel room, sits fifty-two thousand dollars
— the money Roy makes from his short cons, his grifting. For years, Roy has effortlessly maintained
control over his house-of-cards life — until the simplest con goes wrong, and he finds himself
critically injured and at the mercy of the most dangerous woman he ever met: his own mother.
  best jim thompson novels: A Swell-Looking Babe Jim Thompson, 2024-09-24 A man is drawn
into a murder in one of Jim Thompson's best. . . . sharp and markedly individual studies in crime and
punishment . . . a rattling good story'' ( New York Times). It was supposed to be only a temporary
job—something to pay the bills until Dusty could get his feet back on the ground and raise enough
money for medical school. After all, there's nothing wrong with being a bellboy at a respectable
hotel like the Manton—that is, until she came along. Marcia Hillis. The perfect woman. Beautiful.
Experienced. Older and wiser. The only woman to ever measure up to that other her—the one whose
painful rejection Dusty can't quite put from his mind. But while Dusty has designs on Marcia, Marcia
has an agenda of her own. One that threatens to pull the Manton inside-out, use Dusty up for all he's
worth and leave him reeling and on the run, the whole world at his heels. A richly-imagined crime
narrative of the Oedipal and betrayal, A Swell-Looking Babe is Thompson at his very best—a
cornerstone in Thompson's enduring legacy as the Dimestore Dostoyevsky of American fiction.



Praise for Jim Thompson: A blisteringly imaginative crime novelist . . . violent, amoral, terse and fast
moving . . . a classic American writer. — Kirkus Reviews My favorite crime novelist. Often imitated,
but never duplicated. —Stephen King
  best jim thompson novels: After Dark, My Sweet Jim Thompson, 2024-09-24 The classic
crime novel about a kidnapping scheme gone wrong from America's Dimestore Dostoevsky, the basis
for the noir film of the same name (Geoffrey O'Brien, poet, critic author, former editor and chief,
Library of America). William Kid Collins was once a respected boxer. Now he's a drifter, on the run
after escaping from a mental institution. One afternoon he meets Fay, a beautiful young widow. She
is smart and decent—at least when she's sober. Soon Collins finds himself involved in a kidnapping
scheme that goes drastically wrong almost before it even begins. Because the kid they've picked up
isn't like other kids: he's diabetic and without insulin, he'll die. Not the safest situation for Collins, a
man for whom stress and violence have long gone hand-in-hand. After Dark, My Sweet once again
displays Jim Thompson as the undisputed master of American noir. The basis of James Foley's
critically acclaimed film of the same name, with the sweep of an epic tragedy, Thompson's classic
limns the dangerous territory of honest people all-too-easily sucked into wickedness, with no way out
but down. Praise for Jim Thompson: The best suspense writer going, bar none. — The New York
Times My favorite crime novelist—often imitated but never duplicated. —Stephen King If Raymond
Chandler, Dashiell Hammett and Cornell Woolrich would have joined together in some ungodly
union and produced a literary offspring, Jim Thompson would be it . . . His work . . . casts a dazzling
light on the human condition. — Washington Post The master of the American groin-kick novel. —
Vanity Fair The most hard-boiled of all the American writers of crime fiction. — Chicago Tribune
  best jim thompson novels: The Second Jim Thompson Omnibus Jim Thompson, 1997
  best jim thompson novels: The Best Novels of the Nineties Linda Parent Lesher,
2015-11-17 This reader’s guide provides uniquely organized and up-to-date information on the most
important and enjoyable contemporary English-language novels. Offering critically substantiated
reading recommendations, careful cross-referencing, and extensive indexing, this book is
appropriate for both the weekend reader looking for the best new mystery and the full-time graduate
student hoping to survey the latest in magical realism. More than 1,000 titles are included, each
entry citing major reviews and giving a brief description for each book.
  best jim thompson novels: South of Heaven Jim Thompson, 1994 In the 1920s the worst place
you could be was in that part of Texas that some people call South of Heaven, and the worst thing
you could be doing there was laying a gas pipeline, along with six-hundred other hoboes,
juice-heads, and jailbirds. But that's exactly what Tommy Burwell was doing, even though he wasn't
smart enough to know better. Even though South of Heaven is another term for hell. Combining a
tale of escalating savagery with a dead-eyed group portrait of men at the edge, Jim Thompson has
produced a masterpiece of the American dissolute.
  best jim thompson novels: Nothing More Than Murder Jim Thompson, 2011-12-25 Joe Wilmot
can't stand his wife Elizabeth. But he sure loves her movie theater. It's a modest establishment in a
beat-down town--but Joe has the run of the place, and inside its walls, he's king. Without the theater,
he'd be sunk. Without his leadership, the theater would close in a heartbeat. If it isn't the life Joe
imagined for himself, at the very least, it's livable. Everything changes when Joe falls for the
housemaid Carol, and the two can't keep it a secret from Elizabeth. Elizabeth won't leave Joe the
theater unless he provides for her...but he's put all his money into the show house. Carol and Joe's
only hope is the life insurance policies they've taken out on each other. If one of them were to be
presumed dead, they'd have more than enough money to solve all their problems... No one knows
murder better than Jim Thompson and in this incisive foray into the dark dealings of the mid-20th
century movie industry, he doesn't disappoint, in the riveting story of a love triangle gone horribly
wrong, and just how far one man will go to hold on to a desperate dream.
  best jim thompson novels: Jim Thompson: Five Noir Novels of the 1950s & 60s (#399) Jim
Thompson, 2026-03-03 A straight flush of 5 noir masterworks by America’s “Dimestore
Dostoevsky”—the crime fiction legend who revolutionized the genre with his experimental style. My



favorite crime novelist—often imitated but never duplicated. —Stephen King Here in one deluxe
clothbound volume are five chilling crime classics from the writer who blew the top off the
conformity of postwar American life in novels of shocking violence and stunning psychological depth.
His experimental style was as shattering as his dark stories, infusing the pulp crime novel with the
energies of underground writers like William Burroughs and Hubert Selby. Already represented in
the Library of America’s American Noir collection with The Killer Inside Me, Thompson now joins the
masters of American crime fiction featured in the series with this volume collecting five of his best
novels: A Hell of a Woman (1954), a haunting, mesmerizing portrait of a mind unraveling under the
weight of abuse endured and inflicted After Dark, My Sweet (1955), a sucker punch of a story about
an ex-fighter who gets involved in a kidnapping scheme that goes catastrophically awry The Getaway
(1959), about a bank heist that leads to a descent into a hell worthy of Dante or Bosch The Grifters
(1963) a taut drama that sets a master of the short-con on a collision course with the one person he
can’t fool: his mother Pop. 1280 (1964), which unleashes a dangerously messianic sheriff on a small
southern town. Vividly cinematic, all five novels in this collection have been adapted for film, one of
them twice. Rounding out this deluxe edition is a selection of Thompson’s early shorter works,
including experimental nonfiction for the Federal Writers’ Project. At last, “the best suspense writer
going, bar none,” (The New York Times) gets his due.
  best jim thompson novels: King Blood Jim Thompson, 1993
  best jim thompson novels: Savage Night Jim Thompson, 2024-09-24 From best suspense
writer going, bar none a noir novel about an assassin who becomes romantically involved with the
women in his next victim's life ( New York Times). Jake Winroy had no looks, no education, and little
else before he'd worked his way to the top of a million-dollar-a-month horse-betting ring. But when
the state's latched onto his game, the feds take a bite and the lawyer fees eat away at the rest, all
Jake's got left is the bottle and a beautiful wife whose every word is ugly. Jake's to be the top witness
in a major case against organized crime. But an enigmatic mafioso known only as The Man has a
plan to make dead certain Jake never gets the chance to testify. The Man's hired Charlie Little
Bigger, a hit man barely five feet tall, to infiltrate the Winroy residence as a tenant and murder
Winroy in cold blood. To Little, it seems like the easiest job on Earth. Until he lays eyes on the
beautiful and dangerous Fay and the Winroy's young housemaid Ruth, a woman as sensual as she is
vulnerable. Savage Night is Jim Thompson at his most unpredictable and deeply suspenseful, in a
claustrophobic thriller of one man's fractured mind. Praise for Jim Thompson Blisteringly
imaginative. — Kirkus Reviews My favorite crime novelist. Often imitated, but never duplicated.
—Stephen King If Raymond Chandler, Dashiell Hammett and Cornell Woolrich would have joined
together in some ungodly union and produced a literary offspring, Jim Thompson would be it . . . His
work . . . casts a dazzling light on the human condition. — Washington Post The most hard-boiled of
all the American writers of crime fiction. — Chicago Tribune
  best jim thompson novels: The Kill-Off Jim Thompson, Num Dummy, 1991-04-01
  best jim thompson novels: The Time of Their Lives Al Silverman, 2016-01-19 A lively
portrait of mid-twentieth-century American book publishing—“A wonderful book, filled with
anecdotal treasures” (The New York Times). According to Al Silverman, former publisher of Viking
Press and president of the Book-of-the-Month Club, the golden age of book publishing began after
World War II and lasted into the early 1980s. In this entertaining and affectionate industry
biography, Silverman captures the passionate spirit of legendary houses such as Knopf; Farrar,
Straus and Giroux; Grove Press; and Harper & Row, and profiles larger-than-life executives and
editors, including Alfred and Blanche Knopf, Bennett Cerf, Roger Straus, Seymour Lawrence, and
Cass Canfield. More than one hundred and twenty publishing insiders share their behind-the-scenes
stories about how some of the most famous books in American literary history—from The Rise and
Fall of the Third Reich to The Silence of the Lambs—came into being and why they’re still being read
today. A joyful tribute to the hard work and boundless energy of professionals who dedicate their
careers to getting great books in front of enthusiastic readers, The Time of Their Lives will delight
bibliophiles and anyone interested in this important and ever-evolving industry.



  best jim thompson novels: Roughneck Jim Thompson, 2012-03-01 By the time Jim Thompson
was sixteen years old, he had been a newspaper boy, a burlesque show hawker, a plumber's helper,
a comedian in two-reel pictures, a night bellboy in a luxury hotel and over a dozen other
occupations. By the time he was eighteen, he was driving across America in a broken-down Ford
without a penny to his name and his mother and his kid sister Freddie in tow, looking for just one
more paycheck to keep them all alive. A bittersweet comedy of a hard-won American life,
ROUGHNECK chronicles the many jobs, near-criminal escapades, and downright unlawful grifts of
the man who would become one of crime fiction's most enduring writers, in a larger-than-life literary
memoir--or wildly entertaining tall tale--as only Thompson could tell it. Hard times have never
sounded so good.
  best jim thompson novels: Fireworks Jim Thompson, 1988 Drawn from Thompson's extensive
vintage magazine fiction and voluminous unpublished writings is an astonishing array of gritty short
stories and two recently discovered novellas, This World, Then the Fireworks and The Expensive
Sky.
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