
black ancestry britain us

black ancestry britain us traces a complex and deeply intertwined history
that spans continents and centuries. The shared heritage between black
communities in Britain and the United States reveals stories of migration,
cultural exchange, and resilience. Understanding black ancestry in Britain
and the US involves exploring the transatlantic slave trade, patterns of
settlement, and the evolution of identity in both nations. This article
delves into the historical context, genealogical challenges, and modern
methods for tracing black lineage across Britain and the United States. It
also highlights the significance of preserving this heritage for future
generations. Readers will gain insight into the rich tapestry of black
ancestry and its impact on contemporary society. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of black ancestry in Britain and the US,
genealogical resources, and cultural implications.

Historical Context of Black Ancestry in Britain and the US

Genealogical Challenges in Tracing Black Ancestry

Modern Methods for Researching Black Ancestry

Cultural and Social Impact of Black Ancestry

Preserving Black Ancestry Heritage in Britain and the US

Historical Context of Black Ancestry in Britain
and the US
The historical backdrop of black ancestry in Britain and the US is rooted in
the transatlantic slave trade and colonialism. Africans were forcibly
transported to the Americas, including British colonies, shaping demographic
and cultural landscapes. While the US saw a large enslaved African
population, Britain’s black population historically remained smaller but
significant, influenced by maritime trade and colonial connections.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade
The transatlantic slave trade was a primary factor in the dispersion of
African peoples to both Britain and the US. Millions of Africans were
enslaved and brought primarily to the Americas, including the thirteen
colonies that later became the United States. Britain’s involvement as a
major trading and colonial power also led to a black presence through



sailors, servants, and freed slaves.

Black Communities in Colonial America and Britain
In the US, black communities began to form under slavery, and after
emancipation, these communities expanded and developed distinct cultural
identities. In Britain, black populations during the 17th and 18th centuries
included Africans brought as servants or sailors, as well as freed
individuals who settled in port cities. Both regions saw the emergence of
vibrant black identities despite systemic challenges.

Genealogical Challenges in Tracing Black
Ancestry
Tracing black ancestry in Britain and the US presents unique challenges due
to historical record limitations and the legacy of slavery. Many African
descendants face gaps in documentation, name changes, and incomplete records.
Overcoming these obstacles requires specialized knowledge and resources
tailored to black genealogical research.

Record Scarcity and Inconsistencies
Historical records often excluded or inadequately documented enslaved
individuals. In the US, slave schedules, plantation records, and emancipation
documents may provide limited information. In Britain, black individuals were
generally underrepresented in official records until the 19th century. These
gaps necessitate creative research strategies.

Name Changes and Identity Issues
Enslaved Africans and their descendants frequently experienced forced name
changes imposed by slaveholders or adopted new names post-emancipation. This
complicates tracing lineage, as surnames may not reflect ancestral origins.
Additionally, racial classifications in records were inconsistent over time,
affecting genealogical clarity.

Modern Methods for Researching Black Ancestry
Advancements in technology and the growth of dedicated resources have
improved the ability to trace black ancestry in Britain and the US. DNA
testing, digital archives, and community projects have become invaluable
tools for uncovering genealogical histories.



Genetic Testing and DNA Analysis
DNA testing services can identify African ethnic origins and connect
individuals with distant relatives. This method complements traditional
genealogical research by filling in gaps left by incomplete records. Many
African descendants in Britain and the US use genetic data to explore their
ancestral roots and migration patterns.

Digital Archives and Online Databases
Access to digitized census data, slave registers, ship manifests, and
historical newspapers has expanded research possibilities. British and
American archives increasingly include collections relevant to black
ancestry, facilitating cross-referencing and discovery. Online platforms
dedicated to black genealogy provide guidance and community support.

Community and Oral Histories
Preserving oral histories remains crucial in reconstructing black family
histories. Community organizations and cultural centers in Britain and the US
collect and share narratives that offer personal context to genealogical
data. These stories help bridge the divide between documented history and
lived experience.

Cultural and Social Impact of Black Ancestry
The recognition and exploration of black ancestry in Britain and the US have
profound cultural and social implications. They foster a greater
understanding of identity, heritage, and the contributions of black
individuals to both societies.

Identity and Heritage
Exploring black ancestry encourages a deeper connection to African roots and
the diasporic experience. It empowers individuals and communities by
affirming their histories and cultural legacies. This awareness influences
contemporary discussions on race, belonging, and social justice in both
Britain and the US.

Contributions to Society
Black communities in Britain and the US have significantly shaped arts,
politics, science, and culture. Understanding ancestry highlights these
contributions and challenges narratives of exclusion. It also inspires



educational initiatives and commemorative projects that celebrate black
history.

Preserving Black Ancestry Heritage in Britain
and the US
Efforts to preserve black ancestry heritage involve archival preservation,
education, and community engagement. Institutions and individuals work
together to safeguard historical records and promote awareness of black
genealogical research.

Archival Preservation and Access
Museums, libraries, and historical societies in both countries are
increasingly prioritizing the collection and preservation of black heritage
materials. Digitization projects make these resources more accessible to
researchers and descendants, ensuring long-term availability.

Educational Programs and Public Awareness
Schools and cultural organizations develop programs that teach black history
and genealogy. These initiatives help foster appreciation for black ancestry
and encourage young people to explore their family histories. Public events,
exhibitions, and heritage months raise awareness and celebrate black
identity.

Community Involvement and Empowerment
Community groups play a vital role in preserving and promoting black
ancestry. They facilitate genealogical workshops, oral history projects, and
cultural festivals. Such involvement nurtures a collective sense of pride and
strengthens social bonds among black populations in Britain and the US.

Historical significance of the transatlantic slave trade

Challenges in genealogical research for black ancestry

Modern technologies aiding ancestry discovery

Cultural identity and societal contributions

Preservation and education initiatives



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical connection between Black
ancestry in Britain and the US?
The historical connection between Black ancestry in Britain and the US stems
from the transatlantic slave trade, migration, and colonial history, leading
to shared heritage and cultural influences across both countries.

How did the transatlantic slave trade impact Black
ancestry in Britain and the US?
The transatlantic slave trade forcibly brought millions of Africans to the
Americas and Europe, including Britain, significantly shaping the
demographics and ancestry of Black communities in both Britain and the US.

What role did Black Britons play in the history of
the United States?
Black Britons contributed to the history of the United States through
migration, military service, abolitionist movements, and cultural exchanges,
influencing the development of African American identity and heritage.

How can individuals trace Black ancestry between
Britain and the US?
Individuals can trace Black ancestry between Britain and the US through
genealogical research, DNA testing, historical records, slave registers, and
migration documents that reveal family connections across both nations.

What are some significant migration waves of Black
people between Britain and the US?
Significant migration waves include the post-World War II Windrush generation
moving to Britain, African American soldiers stationed in the UK during the
wars, and the Great Migration of African Americans within the US, all
contributing to transatlantic Black ancestry ties.

How has Black British culture influenced African
American communities?
Black British culture has influenced African American communities through
shared music genres like reggae and hip-hop, literature, activism, and
fashion, fostering a transatlantic cultural exchange rooted in common
ancestry.



What challenges exist when researching Black
ancestry in Britain and the US?
Challenges include incomplete historical records due to slavery and
discrimination, name changes, lack of documentation, and fragmented family
histories, making it difficult to trace Black ancestry accurately in both
Britain and the US.

How do museums and archives in Britain and the US
preserve Black ancestry history?
Museums and archives preserve Black ancestry history by collecting artifacts,
documents, oral histories, and exhibitions that highlight the experiences and
contributions of Black individuals and communities in both Britain and the
US.

What impact did British colonialism have on Black
ancestry in the US?
British colonialism established the early framework for slavery and racial
hierarchies in what became the US, deeply influencing the ancestry and social
conditions of Black Americans through centuries of systemic oppression.

Are there notable figures with Black ancestry
linking Britain and the US?
Yes, notable figures like Olaudah Equiano, Mary Prince, and contemporary
individuals such as Idris Elba and Barack Obama have connections highlighting
the shared Black ancestry and cultural ties between Britain and the US.

Additional Resources
1. Britain's Black Past: The Untold Stories of African Heritage
This book explores the rich and diverse history of Black people in Britain,
tracing their presence from Roman times to the modern era. It highlights
significant figures, cultural contributions, and the challenges faced by
Black communities throughout British history. Readers gain insight into how
Black ancestry has shaped and influenced British society.

2. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration
Isabel Wilkerson chronicles the decades-long migration of Black Americans
from the rural South to the urban North and West between 1915 and 1970. The
book provides personal narratives that reveal the struggles and triumphs of
those seeking better lives and opportunities. It offers a profound
understanding of the social and cultural transformation within the United
States.



3. Black Britain: A Photographic History
This visual anthology presents a compelling photographic journey through the
lives of Black Britons over the past century. It documents moments of
everyday life, activism, and cultural evolution, preserving the legacy of
Black communities in the UK. The images are accompanied by informative
captions that contextualize the historical significance of each photograph.

4. The Souls of Black Folk
W.E.B. Du Bois’s seminal work remains a foundational text in understanding
African American identity and history. Written in the early 20th century, it
addresses issues of race, inequality, and the quest for civil rights in the
United States. The book blends sociology, history, and personal reflection to
explore the dual consciousness experienced by Black Americans.

5. Black and British: A Forgotten History
David Olusoga uncovers the overlooked history of Black people in Britain,
spanning over 400 years. The book challenges common narratives by revealing
the integral roles Black individuals have played in shaping British history.
It combines archival research with storytelling to present a nuanced view of
Black British heritage.

6. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
Michelle Alexander examines the systemic racial discrimination embedded in
the American criminal justice system, particularly how it impacts Black
communities. The book argues that mass incarceration functions as a
contemporary system of racial control, akin to the Jim Crow laws of the past.
It is a critical read for understanding racial inequality in the US.

7. Black Tudors: The Untold Story
This book delves into the lives of Black individuals living in Tudor England,
revealing their presence and influence during the 16th century. It challenges
assumptions about race and identity in early modern Britain by showcasing
stories of Black sailors, servants, and artists. The narrative enriches our
understanding of Britain's multicultural past.

8. Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in
America
Ibram X. Kendi traces the development and impact of racist ideas throughout
American history, from colonial times to the present. The book provides a
comprehensive analysis of how racism has been perpetuated and challenged in
the US. It offers valuable context for understanding the ongoing struggle for
racial justice.

9. Ghosts of Empire: Britain's Legacies in the Modern World
This work examines the long-lasting effects of the British Empire on
contemporary societies, including its influence on Black populations in
Britain and abroad. It discusses issues of identity, migration, and memory
tied to colonial history. The book encourages reflection on how the past
informs present-day race relations in Britain and the US.
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  black ancestry britain us: Mixed-Race in the US and UK Jennifer Patrice Sims, Chinelo L.
Njaka, 2019-11-23 Contributing to the emerging literature on mixed-race people in the United States
and United Kingdom, this book draws on racial formation theory and the performativity (i.e., doing)
of race to explore the social construction of mixedness on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.
  black ancestry britain us: Reading Contemporary Black British and African American Women
Writers Jean Wyatt, Sheldon George, 2020-01-28 Contemporary African American and Black British
Women Writers: Narrative, Race, Ethics brings together British and American scholars to explore
how, in texts by contemporary black women writers in the U. S. and Britain, formal narrative
techniques express new understandings of race or stimulate ethical thinking about race in a reader.
Taken together, the essays also demonstrate that black women writers from both sides of the
Atlantic borrow formal structures and literary techniques from one another to describe the workings
of structural racism in the daily lives of black subjects and to provoke readers to think anew about
race. Narratology has only recently begun to use race as a category of narrative theory. This
collection seeks both to show the ethical effects of narrative form on individual readers and to foster
reconceptualizations of narrative theory that account for the workings of race within literature and
culture.
  black ancestry britain us: Black, White or Mixed Race? Ann Phoenix, Barbara Tizard,
2005-07-05 The number of people in racially mixed relationships has grown steadily over the last
thirty years, yet these people often feel stigmatised and unhappy about their identities. The first
edition of Black, White or Mixed Race? was a ground-breaking study: this revised edition uses new
literature to consider what is now known about racialised identities and changes in the official use of
'mixed' categories. All new developments are placed in a historical framework and in the context of
up-to-date literature on mixed parentage in Britain and the USA. Based on research with young
people from a range of social backgrounds the book examines their attitudes to black and white
people; their identity; their cultural origins; their friendships; their experiences of racism. This was
the first study to concentrate on adolescents of black and white parentage and it continues to
provide unique insights into their identities. It is a valuable resource for all those concerned with
social work and policy.
  black ancestry britain us: Black British Gospel Music Dulcie A. Dixon McKenzie, Pauline E.
Muir, Monique M. Ingalls, 2024-06-04 Black British Gospel Music is a dynamic and multifaceted
musical practice, a diasporic river rooted in the experiences of Black British Christian communities.
This book examines gospel music in Britain in both historical and contemporary perspectives,
demonstrating the importance of this this vital genre to scholars across disciplines. Drawing on a
plurality of voices, the book examines the diverse streams that contribute to and flow out of this
significant genre. Gospel can be heard resonating within a diverse array of Christian worship
spaces; as a form of community music-making in school halls; and as a foundation for ‘secular’
British popular music, including R&B, hip hop and grime.
  black ancestry britain us: Black British Jazz Jason Toynbee, Catherine Tackley, 2016-04-15
Black British musicians have been making jazz since around 1920 when the genre first arrived in
Britain. This groundbreaking book reveals their hidden history and major contribution to the
development of jazz in the UK. More than this, though, the chapters show the importance of black
British jazz in terms of musical hybridity and the cultural significance of race. Decades before Steel
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Pulse, Soul II Soul, or Dizzee Rascal pushed their way into the mainstream, black British musicians
were playing jazz in venues up and down the country from dance halls to tiny clubs. In an important
sense, then, black British jazz demonstrates the crucial importance of musical migration in the
musical history of the nation, and the links between popular and avant-garde forms. But the volume
also provides a case study in how music of the African diaspora reverberates around the world,
beyond the shores of the USA - the engine-house of global black music. As such it will engage
scholars of music and cultural studies not only in Britain, but across the world.
  black ancestry britain us: A Black Man's Journey to the Sons of the American
Revolution William O. Ritchie, 2021-08-04 “From the segregated Stratton High School in Beckley,
West Virginia, to the prestigious Howard University in Washington, DC, to years of law enforcement
in our nation’s capital, Bill Ritchie has found himself a member of the Sons of the American
Revolution. We have often asked, how? And why? Throughout his book A Black Man’s Journey to the
Sons of the American Revolution, he answers these questions for us.” —Belva Williams Waller,
matriarch of the Ritchie Family. “Bill Ritchie’s fascinating journey from rural mountains in West
Virginia to celebrated track all-American at Howard University, to chief of detectives in the nation’s
capital and his many other successful pursuits is an inspiring study of determination, creativity, and
perseverance. His book, A Black Man’s Journey to the Sons of the American Revolution, candidly
provides a fleet-footed but comprehensive look at a renaissance man still blazing new and
interesting paths.” —Rock Newman, sports and music entrepreneur, executive producer, and host of
The Rock Newman Show, former Howard University Trustee. “You have a fascinating history! Can’t
wait to read the book.” —Sari Horwitz, author and reporter, recipient of four Pulitzer Prize awards
By William O. Ritchie Jr
  black ancestry britain us: Slavery, Family, and Gentry Capitalism in the British Atlantic
S. D. Smith, 2006-07-20 From the mid-seventeenth century to the 1830s, successful gentry
capitalists created an extensive business empire centered on slavery in the West Indies, but
inter-linked with North America, Africa, and Europe. S. D. Smith examines the formation of this
British Atlantic World from the perspective of Yorkshire aristocratic families who invested in the
West Indies. At the heart of the book lies a case study of the plantation-owning Lascelles and the
commercial and cultural network they created with their associates. The Lascelles exhibited high
levels of business innovation and were accomplished risk-takers, overcoming daunting obstacles to
make fortunes out of the New World. Dr Smith shows how the family raised themselves first to
super-merchant status and then to aristocratic pre-eminence. He also explores the tragic
consequences for enslaved Africans with chapters devoted to the slave populations and interracial
relations. This widely researched book sheds new light on the networks and the culture of
imperialism.
  black ancestry britain us: Hybridity and Its Discontents Avtar Brah, Annie Coombes,
2005-08-03 Hybridity and its Discontents explores the history and experience of 'hybridity' - the
mixing of peoples and cultures - in North and South America, Latin America, Britain and Ireland,
South Africa, Asia and the Pacific. The contributors trace manifestations of hybridity in debates
about miscengenation and racial purity, in scientific notions of genetics and 'race', in processes of
cultural translation, and in ideas of nation, community and belonging. The contributors begin by
examining the persistence of anxieties about racial 'contamination', from nineteenth-century fears of
miscegenation to more recent debates about mixed race relationships and parenting. Examining the
lived experiences of children of 'mixed parentage', contributors ask why such fears still thrive in a
supposedly tolerant culture? The contributors go on to discuss how science, while apparently
neutral, is part of cultural discourses, which affect its constructions and classifications of gender and
'race'. The contributors examine how new cultural forms emerge from borrowings, exchanges and
intersections across ethnic and cultural boundaries, and conclude by investigating the contemporary
experience of multiculturalism in an age of contested national borders and identities.
  black ancestry britain us: Who Is Black? F. James Davis, 2010-11-01 Honored in 1992 as an
Outstanding Book by the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human Rights in the United



States.
  black ancestry britain us: Black British Drama Michael Pearce, 2017-07-14 Black British
Drama: A Transnational Story looks afresh at the ways black theatre in Britain is connected to and
informed by the spaces of Africa, the Caribbean and the USA. Michael Pearce offers an exciting new
approach to reading modern and contemporary black British drama, examining plays by a range of
writers including Michael Abbensetts, Mustapha Matura, Caryl Phillips, Winsome Pinnock, Kwame
Kwei-Armah, debbie tucker green, Roy Williams and Bola Agbaje. Chapters combine historical
documentation and discussion with close analysis to provide an in-depth, absorbing account of
post-war black British drama situated within global and transnational circuits. A significant
contribution to black British and black diaspora theatre studies, Black British Drama is a must-read
for scholars and students in this evolving field.
  black ancestry britain us: Family Life in England and America, 1690–1820, vol 1 Rachel Cope,
Amy Harris, Jane Hinckley, 2021-12-24 This four-volume collection of primarily newly transcribed
manuscript material brings together sources from both sides of the Atlantic and from a wide variety
of regional archives. It is the first collection of its kind, allowing comparisons between the
development of the family in England and America during a time of significant change. Volume 1:
Many Families The eighteenth-century family group was a varied one. Documents attest to religious
and racial diversity, as well as the hardships endured by the poor and working classes, such as
widows, orphans and those born outside wedlock. Fictive families are also examined alongside more
traditional family units bound by blood or law.
  black ancestry britain us: The Handbook of Cross-Border Ethnic and Religious
Affinities Charity Butcher, 2019-04-16 Increasingly, ethnic and religious variables are taken into
account to explain conflict and relations between nations. However, ethnic and religious groups exist
beyond the confines of frontiers. In Africa, for example, hundreds of ethnic groups were divided by
colonial borders, and many retained kinship connections to their brethren in other countries, thus
creating “cross-border ethnic/religious affinity.” Such cross-border connections affect a variety of
foreign policy, from diplomacy to the use of force. An internal problem can spread to other states, or
external actors can become involved in domestic disputes due to such factors. Therefore data on
cross-border connections are essential to measure and assess their actual or potential effects on
foreign policy or conflict. This unique resource serves both qualitative and quantitative researchers.
For ease of use, it is divided in sections for each region of world, with the entries organized by pairs
of contiguous countries. Each entry for a pair of countries briefly discusses the ethnic and religious
groups that are common to both countries and the historical and current connections between these
groups. The entries are organized based on the Correlates of War country codes, which are widely
used by researchers and allow for country pairs to be organized geographically within each section
to facilitate easy use of the data.
  black ancestry britain us: Black British Writing Lauri Ramey, 2004-09-03 This collection of
essays provides an imaginative international perspective on ways to incorporate black British
writing and culture in the study of English literature, and presents theoretically sophisticated and
practical strategies for doing so. It offers a pedagogical, pragmatic and ideological introduction to
the field for those without background, and an integrated body of current and stimulating essays for
those who are already knowledgeable. Contributors to this volume include scholars and writers from
Britain and the U.S. Following on recent developments in African American literature, postcolonial
studies and race studies, the contributors invite readers to imagine an enhanced and inclusive
British canon through varied essays providing historical information, critical analysis, cultural
perspective, and extensive annotated bibliographies for further study.
  black ancestry britain us: The Creation of the British Atlantic World Elizabeth Mancke, Carole
Shammas, 2015-10-15 12 A Visual Empire: Seeing the British Atlantic World from a Global British
Perspective -- 13 Of the Old Stock: Quakerism and Transatlantic Genealogies in Colonial British
America -- Notes -- List of Contributors -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M --
N -- P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y



  black ancestry britain us: Made in Britain Stephen Tuffnell, 2020-09-08 The United States
was made in Britain. For over a hundred years following independence, a diverse and lively crowd of
emigrant Americans left the United States for Britain. From Liverpool and London, they produced
Atlantic capitalism and managed transfers of goods, culture, and capital that were integral to US
nation-building. In British social clubs, emigrants forged relationships with elite Britons that were
essential not only to tranquil transatlantic connections, but also to fighting southern slavery. As the
United States descended into Civil War, emigrant Americans decisively shaped the Atlantic-wide
battle for public opinion. Equally revered as informal ambassadors and feared as anti-republican
contagions, these emigrants raised troubling questions about the relationship between nationhood,
nationality, and foreign connection. Blending the histories of foreign relations, capitalism,
nation-formation, and transnational connection, Stephen Tuffnell compellingly demonstrates that the
United States’ struggle toward independent nationhood was entangled at every step with the world’s
most powerful empire of the time. With deep research and vivid detail, Made in Britain uncovers this
hidden story and presents a bold new perspective on nineteenth-century trans-Atlantic relations.
  black ancestry britain us: Facts, Fallacies and Frauds in Psychology Andrew M. Colman,
2024-05-01 Are the effects of hypnosis real or imagined? Is intelligence determined by nature or
nurture? Will ordinary people perform acts of cruelty if ordered to do so by authority figures? Are
anorexia and bulimia nervosa forms of depression? Why do some groups outscore others on IQ tests?
Is there any real evidence of ESP? These are some of the questions that continued to generate fierce
arguments among psychologists and excite considerable general interest in the 1980s and beyond.
But where does the truth lie? Originally published in 1987, Facts, Fallacies and Frauds in Psychology
looks closely at these six popular and controversial issues. In each case the central ideas are
explained and research findings presented in such a way that readers can begin their own voyage of
scientific discovery, develop a clearer, deeper understanding – and find out how psychologists really
think. Reputations are assessed: fraud is unflinchingly exposed. This entertaining and provocative
book will still fascinate the general reader and provide an excellent introduction for students of
psychology. This book is a re-issue originally published in 1987. The language used is a reflection of
its era and no offence is meant by the Publishers to any reader by this re-publication.
  black ancestry britain us: The Art of the Possible Kevern J. Verney, 2013-04-03 First published
in 2002. The Art of The Possible is a new study of the ideas and achievements of Booker T.
Washington, the most influential African American leader of the period 1881-1915. Washington's
program for racial uplift is assessed in the context of the key political, social and economic
developments of his era, in a work which both incorporates original research and a systhesis of
modern scholarship.
  black ancestry britain us: The Black Diaspora Ronald Segal, 1996-09-30 A history of black life
outside of Africa provides a cross-cultural analysis that covers five centuries and encompasses
religion and politics, language and literature, and music and art, and reveals that dispersed cultures
have an organic, coherent identity.--Amazon.com
  black ancestry britain us: Race, Romanticism, and the Atlantic Paul Youngquist,
2016-05-23 In highlighting the crucial contributions of diasporic people to British cultural
production, this important collection defamiliarizes prevailing descriptions of Romanticism as the
expression of a national character or culture. The contributors approach the period from the
perspective of the Atlantic maritime economy, making a strong case for viewing British Romanticism
as the effect of myriad economic and cultural exchanges occurring throughout a circum-Atlantic
world driven by an insatiable hunger for sugar and slaves. Typically taken for granted, the material
contributions of slaves, sailors, and servants shaped Romanticism both in spite of and because of the
severe conditions they experienced throughout the Atlantic world. The essays range from Sierra
Leone to Jamaica to Nova Scotia to the metropole, examining not only the desperate circumstances
of diasporic peoples but also the extraordinary force of their creativity and resistance. Of particular
importance is the emergence of race as a category of identity, class, and containment. Race,
Romanticism, and the Atlantic explores that process both economically and theoretically, showing



how race ensures the persistence of servitude after abolition. At the same time, the collection never
loses sight of the extraordinary contributions diasporic peoples made to British culture during the
Romantic era.
  black ancestry britain us: Britain and the Americas Will Kaufman, Heidi Slettedahl
Macpherson, 2005-03-01 A comprehensive encyclopedia covering the close ties between Britain and
the whole of the Americas, examining Britain's cultural and political legacy to the nations of the New
World. From Vikings to redcoats, from the Beatles to the war in Iraq, Britain and the Americas
examines Britain's cultural and political legacy to the nations of the Americas. This comprehensive
survey also traces how the Americas have in turn influenced contemporary Britain from the
Americanization of language and politics to the impact of music and migration from the West Indies.
Complete with an extensive introduction and a chronology of key events, this three-volume
encyclopedia contains introductory essays focusing on the four prime areas of British Atlantic
engagement—Canada, the Caribbean, the United States, and Latin America. Students of a wide
range of disciplines, as well as the lay reader, will appreciate this exhaustive survey, which traces
the common themes of British policy and influence throughout the Americas and highlights how
Britain has in turn benefited from the influence of American democracy, technology, culture and
politics.
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