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best ap world history textbook selections are crucial for students aiming to
excel in the AP World History exam. Choosing the right textbook can
significantly impact understanding of complex historical themes, preparation
for exam questions, and overall academic success. This article explores the
top textbooks available, focusing on content accuracy, clarity, and alignment
with the AP curriculum. Additionally, it outlines key features to consider
when selecting a textbook and provides insights into supplementary resources
that enhance learning. Whether preparing for the multiple-choice, short
answer, or essay sections, the best AP World History textbook serves as a
foundational tool. Below is a comprehensive guide to help educators and
students make an informed decision.

Criteria for Selecting the Best AP World History Textbook

Top-Rated AP World History Textbooks

Key Features to Look for in an AP World History Textbook

Supplementary Materials to Enhance AP World History Study

Tips for Maximizing Textbook Use in AP World History Preparation

Criteria for Selecting the Best AP World
History Textbook

Choosing the best AP World History textbook requires evaluating several
important criteria to ensure it meets educational standards and student
needs. Textbooks must align closely with the College Board’s AP World History
curriculum framework and address all historical periods and themes
comprehensively. Accuracy and currency of information are essential to
reflect recent scholarship and exam updates. The textbook should also promote
critical thinking by including primary sources, analytical questions, and
practice exercises. Accessibility in language and organization helps students
grasp complex material effectively, and visual aids like maps and timelines
enhance understanding.

Alignment with the AP Curriculum Framework

A top AP World History textbook must strictly follow the College Board’s
framework, covering the six historical periods and the key themes such as
interaction between humans and the environment, cultural developments,
governance, economics, and social structures. Coverage should be balanced to
avoid overemphasis on any single region or era, providing a global
perspective consistent with the exam’s scope.



Content Accuracy and Scholarly Rigor

Accuracy is paramount to prevent students from learning outdated or incorrect
information. The best textbooks incorporate recent historical research and
updates. They also present multiple viewpoints and encourage critical
analysis of sources, which are vital skills for the AP exam’s document-based
and long essay questions.

Student Engagement and Clarity

Textbooks designed for AP World History should use clear, concise language
tailored to high school students. They often include summaries, review
questions, and thematic connections that help learners synthesize
information. Engaging content with relevant examples and compelling
narratives supports student motivation and retention.

Top-Rated AP World History Textbooks

Several textbooks have gained recognition as the best AP World History
textbooks due to their comprehensive coverage and exam-focused content. Below
are some of the most widely recommended titles that meet the criteria
outlined above.

1. "Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources"
by Robert W. Strayer

This textbook is praised for its integration of primary sources alongside
detailed narratives, facilitating a deeper understanding of global history
and historiography. It aligns well with the AP curriculum and emphasizes
thematic connections across periods and regions.

2. "The Earth and Its Peoples: A Global History" by
Richard W. Bulliet et al.

Known for its accessible writing style and comprehensive scope, this textbook
covers all relevant historical periods with a strong focus on environmental
and social history, making it suitable for diverse learners preparing for the
AP exam.

3. "World Civilizations: The Global Experience" by
Peter N. Stearns, et al.

This textbook offers a balanced global perspective and includes extensive
visual aids and review questions. It is designed to support the development
of analytical skills necessary for success on the AP World History exam.



4. "AP World History: Modern" by Princeton Review

Specifically tailored for the AP exam, this textbook combines concise content
summaries with practice questions and test-taking strategies. Although it
serves more as a review guide, it is a valuable supplementary resource
alongside more detailed textbooks.

Key Features to Look for in an AP World History
Textbook

The best AP World History textbook incorporates features that enhance
comprehension and exam preparedness. These elements support varied learning
styles and promote mastery of content and skills.

Primary Source Integration

Inclusion of primary documents helps students engage directly with historical
evidence, a skill critical for document-based questions (DBQs). Effective
textbooks provide context and questions to guide analysis of these sources.

Thematic Organization and Chronological Flow

Clear organization by themes and chronological periods allows students to
understand historical continuity and change. This structure mirrors the AP
exam format, aiding in systematic review.

Practice Questions and Review Sections

Comprehensive end-of-chapter questions, including multiple-choice, short
answer, and essay prompts, enable students to apply knowledge and practice
exam skills. Review summaries consolidate key points for efficient study.

Visual Aids and Supplementary Materials

Maps, charts, timelines, and images enrich the learning experience by
illustrating complex concepts and events. Some textbooks also include digital
resources or online companion materials for interactive study.

Supplementary Materials to Enhance AP World
History Study

While the best AP World History textbook forms the study foundation,
supplementary materials can deepen understanding and improve exam
performance. These resources provide varied perspectives and additional
practice opportunities.



Study Guides and Review Books

Review guides condense textbook content into manageable summaries and often
include practice tests aligned with the AP exam format. Examples include
materials from reputable test prep companies that complement textbook
learning.

Online Resources and Practice Exams

Many publishers now offer digital tools such as quizzes, flashcards, and
full-length practice exams. These resources facilitate active learning and
help students track their progress.

Primary Source Collections and Document Analysis
Tools

Access to curated collections of primary documents and guided analysis
exercises enhances skills needed for DBQs. These tools foster critical
thinking and contextual understanding beyond textbook examples.

Tips for Maximizing Textbook Use in AP World
History Preparation

Effective utilization of the best AP World History textbook involves
strategic study habits and integration of supplementary resources. Structured
approaches improve retention and exam readiness.

Regular Review and Note-Taking

Consistent reading combined with detailed note-taking helps reinforce key
concepts and themes. Summarizing chapters and outlining timelines support
memory and understanding.

Active Engagement with Practice Questions

Completing and reviewing practice questions embedded in the textbook builds
familiarity with the question types and enhances analytical skills necessary
for the AP exam format.

Integrating Primary Sources into Study Sessions

Analyzing primary documents included in the textbook allows students to
sharpen critical thinking and evidence-based writing skills, which are
crucial for essay and DBQ success.



Using Supplementary Resources for Targeted Practice

Incorporating review books, online quizzes, and flashcards addresses
individual weaknesses and reinforces comprehensive knowledge required for
high AP scores.

Comprehensive coverage aligned with AP curriculum

Clear, accessible explanations and thematic organization

Integration of primary sources with contextual analysis

Practice questions and review materials included

Supplementary digital resources for interactive learning

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best AP World History textbook
for 2024?

The best AP World History textbook for 2024 is often regarded as 'Ways of the
World: A Global History with Sources' by Robert W. Strayer due to its
comprehensive coverage and inclusion of primary sources.

Are there any textbooks specifically tailored to the
AP World History: Modern exam?

Yes, textbooks like 'The Earth and Its Peoples' by Richard W. Bulliet and
'Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources' are tailored to the AP
World History: Modern curriculum and align well with the exam framework.

Which AP World History textbook offers the best
balance between content and practice questions?

'Barron's AP World History: Modern' is known for combining thorough content
review with practice questions, making it a popular choice among students
preparing for the exam.

Is it better to use a textbook or review books for AP
World History preparation?

Using both a comprehensive textbook for deep understanding and a review book
for practice and exam strategies is ideal. Textbooks provide detailed context
while review books help with exam format and question types.

Do digital versions of AP World History textbooks



offer any advantages?

Digital textbooks often include interactive features, searchable text, and
updated content, which can enhance learning and make reviewing more efficient
for AP World History students.

How do 'Ways of the World' and 'The Earth and Its
Peoples' compare as AP World History textbooks?

'Ways of the World' is praised for its thematic approach and inclusion of
primary sources, while 'The Earth and Its Peoples' offers a more narrative
style with detailed geographic context. Both are excellent but cater to
different learning preferences.

Are there any affordable or free resources
recommended alongside AP World History textbooks?

Yes, resources like the College Board's AP Classroom, Khan Academy, and
CrashCourse videos provide free, high-quality supplementary material that
pairs well with any AP World History textbook.

What features should I look for in a textbook to best
prepare for the AP World History exam?

Look for textbooks that align with the latest AP World History exam
framework, include primary sources, provide thematic and chronological
coverage, offer practice questions, and have clear explanations to help with
critical thinking and writing skills.

Additional Resources
1. Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources
This textbook by Robert W. Strayer offers a comprehensive overview of world
history from a global perspective. It emphasizes the interconnectedness of
different regions and cultures through primary sources and thematic chapters.
Ideal for AP World History students, it combines narrative with critical
thinking exercises.

2. World Civilizations: The Global Experience
Authors Peter N. Stearns, Michael Adas, and Stuart B. Schwartz provide a
detailed examination of world history with a focus on cultural interaction
and global processes. The text is well-organized and supplemented with maps,
images, and primary source documents. It is widely used in AP courses for its
clarity and depth.

3. Traditions & Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past
By Jerry H. Bentley and Herbert F. Ziegler, this book highlights the
encounters and exchanges that have shaped world history. It integrates
political, economic, social, and cultural history to provide a balanced view
of global development. The book is praised for its engaging narrative and
accessible content.

4. AP World History: Modern - Course and Exam Description
Published by the College Board, this official guide outlines the course
framework and exam expectations for AP World History: Modern. It includes



sample questions, thematic learning objectives, and tips for exam
preparation. Although not a traditional textbook, it is essential for
understanding the AP curriculum.

5. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the World from the Beginnings
of Humankind to the Present
Robert Tignor and colleagues offer a comprehensive history that emphasizes
connections and comparisons among different societies. The book incorporates
a variety of perspectives and sources, encouraging critical analysis. It is
particularly useful for students seeking a global approach to historical
study.

6. Modern World History: Patterns of Interaction
By Roger B. Beck, this textbook focuses on the modern era with an emphasis on
themes such as revolution, industrialization, and globalization. The text is
designed to support AP World History students with clear summaries,
timelines, and review questions. Its structured approach aids in mastering
complex historical concepts.

7. AP World History: Modern Crash Course
Written by Larry Krieger, this concise review book serves as a supplement to
larger textbooks. It distills key concepts and events into manageable
sections and includes practice questions aligned with the AP exam. This
resource is ideal for last-minute review and reinforcing major themes.

8. A History of the World: From Prehistory to the 21st Century
By Andrew Marr, this narrative-driven book provides a broad overview of human
history with engaging storytelling and vivid illustrations. While not
specifically tailored for AP courses, it offers valuable context and insight
into major world events. Its accessible style makes complex history
approachable for students.

9. Strive for a 5: Preparing for the AP World History Exam
This study guide by Kim Kavin is designed to help students excel on the AP
exam through practice tests, content reviews, and test-taking strategies. It
complements comprehensive textbooks by focusing on exam skills and essential
knowledge. The guide is helpful for systematic preparation and confidence
building.
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  best ap world history textbook: Cracking the AP World History Exam Monty Armstrong,
Alexandra Freer, Abby Kanarek, David Daniel, 2009-01-06 Provides test-taking strategies, a subject
review, and two full-length practice tests.
  best ap world history textbook: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2010 Edition
Princeton Review, 2009-08-04 Provides test-taking strategies, a subject review, and two full-length
practice tests.
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  best ap world history textbook: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2013 Edition
Princeton Review, 2012-08-07 Provides test-taking strategies, key terms, a subject review, and two
full-length practice tests.
  best ap world history textbook: Teaching World History in the Twenty-first Century: A
Resource Book Heidi Roupp, 2015-02-12 This practical handbook is designed to help anyone who is
preparing to teach a world history course - or wants to teach it better. It includes contributions by
experienced teachers who are reshaping world history education, and features new approaches to
the subject as well as classroom-tested practices that have markedly improved world history
teaching.
  best ap world history textbook: Cracking the AP World History Exam Princeton Review
(Firm), 2011 Provides test-taking strategies, a subject review, and two full-length practice tests.
  best ap world history textbook: AP World History Deborah Vess, Lynn Elizabeth Marlowe,
2009-10 Are You Serious About Scoring a 5? Then Get REA's AP World History Test Prep with
TestWare CD The #1 Choice for Serious Students! REA's AP World History test prep gives you
everything you need to score a 5 on the exam! Written by an award-winning history professor, this
second edition of our popular AP test prep is completely up-to-date and aligned with the official AP
exam. The book contains in-depth reviews of all the topics covered on the AP World History exam,
including: The Ancient Near East, The Middle Ages, Early Modern Europe, Asia, World War I & II,
The Cold War, and more. Review questions and a list of key terms all AP World History students
must know are included in each chapter - so you can study smarter and score a 5! The test prep
features two full-length practice exams with detailed explanations of all answers, a custom study
schedule, and test-taking strategies. The practice tests are composed of every type of question that
can be expected on the actual AP World History exam, so you can practice for real and target your
strengths and weaknesses before the test. The book's practice tests are included on CD in a timed
format with automatic, instant scoring. Our interactive TestWare CD offers detailed on-screen
answers, diagnostic feedback, plus an extended time function for students with disabilities. After
building your World History knowledge, follow up with REA's proven test-taking strategies, test tips,
and a study schedule that gets you ready for exam day! If you're serious about getting a 5 on your
exam, then you need REA's AP World History test prep! REA has helped more than a million
students succeed on their AP exams! Teachers across the country consider our AP titles to be
invaluable resources and consistently recommend our books to their students.
  best ap world history textbook: Year's Best Fantasy Paula Guran, 2023-08-15 Prepare to
embark on yet another fantastic adventure with award-winning fantasy editor Paula Guran. Delve
into realms that exceed the limits of your imagination and embrace the surreal! Twenty-eight tales
ranging from wonderful to wicked fill the pages of the second volume in The Year's Best Fantasy
series. From lore and legends to myths and fables of alternative realities, you will discover
bewitchment with the turn of every page. The Year's Best Fantasy, Volume 2 has something for
every fantasy lover, representing a diverse array of accomplished talent from around the world, and
perhaps beyond. . .
  best ap world history textbook: Kaplan AP World History 2016 Patrick Whelan, 2015-08-04
The Advanced Placement test preparation guide that delivers 70 years of proven Kaplan experience
and features exclusive strategies, practice, and review to help students ace the AP World History
exam! Students spend the school year preparing for the AP World History test. Now it’s time to reap
the rewards: money-saving college credit, advanced placement, or an admissions edge. However,
achieving a top score on the AP World History exam requires more than knowing the
material—students need to get comfortable with the test format itself, prepare for pitfalls, and arm
themselves with foolproof strategies. That’s where the Kaplan plan has the clear advantage. Kaplan's
AP World History 2016 contains many essential and unique features to help improve test scores,
including: * Four full-length practice tests and a diagnostic test to target areas for score
improvement * Detailed answer explanations * Expert video tutorials * Tips and strategies for
scoring higher from expert AP World History teachers and students who got a perfect 5 on the exam



* Targeted review of the most up-to-date content, including any information about test changes and
key information that is specific to the AP World History exam Kaplan's AP World History 2016
authors Patrick Whelan and Jennifer Laden have a combined total of nearly 40 years of experience
teaching world and global history. Their expertise has helped make this and other books the best
that Kaplan has to offer in AP test prep. Kaplan's AP World History 2016 provides students with
everything they need to improve their scores—guaranteed. Kaplan’s Higher Score guarantee
provides security that no other test preparation guide on the market can match. Kaplan has helped
more than three million students to prepare for standardized tests. We invest more than $4.5 million
annually in research and support for our products. We know that our test-taking techniques and
strategies work and our materials are completely up-to-date. Kaplan's AP World History 2016 is the
must-have preparation tool for every student looking to do better on the AP World History test!
  best ap world history textbook: ASAP World History: Modern, 2nd Edition: A Quick-Review
Study Guide for the AP Exam The Princeton Review, 2019-12-10 Looking for sample exams, practice
questions, and test-taking strategies? Check out our extended, in-depth prep guide, Cracking the AP
World History: Modern Exam! LIKE CLASS NOTES—ONLY BETTER. The Princeton Review's ASAP
World History: Modern is designed to help you zero in on just the information you need to know to
successfully grapple with the AP test. No questions, no drills: just review. Advanced Placement
exams require students to have a firm grasp of content—you can't bluff or even logic your way to a 5.
Like a set of class notes borrowed from the smartest student in your grade, this book gives you
exactly that. No tricks or crazy stratagems, no sample essays or practice sets: Just the facts,
presented with lots of helpful visuals. Inside ASAP World History: Modern, you'll find: • Essential
concepts, people, events, dates, and ideas for AP World History: Modern —all explained clearly &
concisely • Lists, charts, maps, and graphs for quick visual reference • A three-pass icon system
designed to help you prioritize learning what you MUST, SHOULD, and COULD know in the time
you have available • Ask Yourself questions to help identify areas where you might need extra
attention • A resource that's perfect for last-minute exam prep and for daily class work Topics
covered in ASAP World History: Modern include: • The Renaissance • Revolutions and the formation
of nations • 20th-century developments such as WWI, WWII, and communism • Independence
movements in Asia and Africa • ... and more!
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium Prep,
2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-02 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517338, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium Prep,
2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450949, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 5th Edition
The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 6th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517789, on-sale August 2024). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 2023 The
Princeton Review, 2022-11-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep materials!
Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 5th
Edition (ISBN: 9780593517352, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from



third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 5th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-08-01 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT
5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the AP World History: Modern Exam with
this Premium version of The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide. Includes 6 full-length
practice tests with complete explanations, plus thorough content reviews, targeted test strategies,
and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies to help you
avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to
help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Fully aligned with the
latest College Board standards for AP® World History • Detailed review of the source-based
multiple-choice questions and short-answer questions • Comprehensive guidance for the
document-based question and long essay • Access to study plans, lists of key terms and concepts,
helpful pre-college information, and more via your Online Student Tools Premium Practice for AP
Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 2 online) with complete answer explanations
• Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every content review chapter • End-of-chapter drills to
test your understanding of primary sources and how they relate to key ideas in world history
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 2022
The Princeton Review, 2021-08-03 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450956, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570813, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep 2021
The Princeton Review, 2020-08 Everything students need to succeed on the AP World History:
Modern Exam--now with 3 full-length practice exams. AP World History: Modern Prep, 2021,
previously titled Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam, provides students with a
comprehensive review of all relevant topics from prehistoric times to the present. It also includes
timelines, summaries, and key term lists in every chapter, a step-by-step guide to mastering the DBQ
and free-response essays, and advice on how to use Process of Elimination to maximize
multiple-choice section score. For the 2021 edition, we are adding a brand-new practice test for a
total of 3 exams (2 in book, 1 online).
  best ap world history textbook: CRACKING THE AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
EXAM(2011 EDITION) Princeton Review, 2010 Reviews topics covered on the test, offers tips on
test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers and explanations.
  best ap world history textbook: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 7th Edition The Princeton Review, 2025-08-05 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT
5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the newly-digital AP World History: Modern
Exam with this comprehensive study guide. Includes 6 practice tests with answer explanations,
timed online practice, and thorough content review. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
• Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score •
Updated to address the new digital exam • Comprehensive content review for all test topics •
Detailed strategies for acing all question types, from multiple-choice to document-based and short



answer • Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via your online
Student Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (3 in the book, 3
online) with complete answer explanations • Online tests provided as both digital versions (with
timer option to simulate exam experience) online, and as downloadable PDFs (with interactive
elements mimicking the exam interface) • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every review
chapter, plus end-of-chapter drills throughout • Practice drills at the end of each content review
chapter, plus step-by-step walk-throughs of sample exam questions
  best ap world history textbook: AP World History Prep Plus 2018-2019 Kaplan Test Prep,
2018-02-06 Exam changes recently announced by the College Board, which affect the AP World
History exam, will not take place until the May 2020 exam. In the meantime, this book is the most
current and fully aligned with exams given in 2018 and 2019. Kaplan is currently planning the next
edition of the book, which will reflect the new exam changes. Look for the new book in the fall of the
2019–2020 school year. Kaplan's AP World History Prep Plus 2018-2019 gives you concise review of
the most-tested content to quickly build your skills and confidence. With bite-sized, test-like practice
sets and customizable study plans, our guide fits your schedule. Personalized Prep. Realistic
Practice. Three full-length practice exams and an online test scoring tool to convert your raw score
into a 1–5 scaled score Pre- and post-quizzes in each chapter so you can monitor your progress
Customizable study plans tailored to your individual goals and prep time Focused content review on
the essential concepts to help you make the most of your study time Online quizzes for additional
practice Test-taking strategies designed specifically for AP World History Expert Guidance We know
the test—our AP experts make sure our practice questions and study materials are true to the exam
We know students—every explanation is written to help you learn, and our tips on the exam
structure and question formats will help you avoid surprises on Test Day We invented test
prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and more than 95% of our
students get into their top-choice schools
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