bat masterson old west

bat masterson old west remains one of the most fascinating figures of American frontier
history. Known for his diverse roles as a lawman, gambler, and journalist, Masterson's life
encapsulates the spirit and complexity of the Old West. His adventures and exploits have
been immortalized in folklore, literature, and television, making him a quintessential
character in Western lore. This article explores the remarkable journey of Bat Masterson,
highlighting his early years, law enforcement career, influence in Western towns, and his
later years as a sports writer and celebrity. Through a detailed examination of his legacy,
readers gain insight into the true nature of the Old West and the men who shaped it. The
following sections delve into key aspects of Bat Masterson’s life and contributions to
frontier history.

e Early Life and Background

e Career as a Lawman

e Notable Gunfights and Feuds

e Role in Western Towns

e Transition to Journalism and Later Life

e Legacy and Cultural Impact

Early Life and Background

Bat Masterson was born William Barclay Masterson on November 26, 1853, in Quebec,
Canada. His family moved to the United States when he was a child, eventually settling in
Kansas. Growing up in the turbulent environment of the American frontier, Masterson
developed skills in hunting, marksmanship, and horsemanship. These abilities would later
prove essential in his career as a lawman and gambler in the Old West. His early years
were marked by exposure to the challenges of frontier life, including conflicts with outlaws
and Native American tribes.

Family Origins and Childhood

The Masterson family consisted of several brothers, many of whom gained notoriety in the
West. Bat’s upbringing in a frontier environment instilled values of toughness and
resilience. His father’s involvement in the community and the family’s move westward
provided the context for Bat’s eventual immersion into frontier justice and law
enforcement.



Education and Early Skills

Despite the rough surroundings, Bat Masterson received some formal education, but much
of his learning came from practical experiences. He honed his shooting skills and
developed a reputation for being quick on the draw, traits that would define his career.
His early exposure to gambling and frontier politics also shaped his later endeavors.

Career as a Lawman

Bat Masterson’s reputation as a fearless and effective lawman solidified his place in Old
West history. He served in multiple roles, including deputy sheriff, city marshal, and U.S.
deputy marshal. His career spanned several frontier towns, where he was instrumental in
maintaining order amid lawlessness and violence. Masterson’s approach combined firm
enforcement with a personal code of honor, earning him respect from both citizens and
fellow lawmen.

Deputy Sheriff and City Marshal Roles

Masterson’s law enforcement career began in earnest in Dodge City, Kansas, where he
worked alongside other famous lawmen like Wyatt Earp. As a deputy sheriff and city
marshal, he was involved in numerous arrests and confrontations with outlaws. His
presence in Dodge City contributed to the town’s reputation as a relatively controlled and
safer settlement during a turbulent period.

U.S. Deputy Marshal and Federal Service

Later, Masterson served as a U.S. deputy marshal, expanding his jurisdiction and
responsibilities. In this capacity, he pursued criminals across state lines and dealt with
more complex legal issues. His federal service underscored his dedication to law
enforcement beyond local concerns, reflecting the evolving nature of justice in the Old
West.

Notable Gunfights and Feuds

Bat Masterson’s career was punctuated by several famous gunfights and personal feuds
that contributed to his legendary status. These events demonstrated his skill with
firearms, strategic thinking, and ability to navigate the dangerous social dynamics of
frontier towns. Each incident added to the lore surrounding his name and the image of the
Old West as a land of conflict and bravery.

The Long Branch Saloon Gunfight

One of Masterson’s most well-known confrontations occurred at the Long Branch Saloon
in Dodge City. This gunfight involved tensions between rival factions and showcased



Masterson’s quick reflexes and calm under pressure. The incident solidified his reputation
as a man who could handle violent disputes effectively.

Feuds with Outlaws and Rivals

Throughout his career, Masterson faced numerous conflicts with notorious outlaws and
personal enemies. These feuds often escalated into violent encounters, but Masterson’s
skill and courage helped him emerge unscathed. His ability to maintain composure and
enforce the law in these volatile situations was a critical factor in his success as a lawman.

Role in Western Towns

Beyond his individual exploits, Bat Masterson played a significant role in the development
and stabilization of several Western towns. His work helped establish law and order,
which was essential for economic growth and community safety. Masterson's influence
extended to shaping the social and political landscape of frontier settlements.

Impact on Dodge City

Dodge City was one of the most notorious cattle towns of the Old West, and Masterson’s
tenure there was marked by efforts to reduce lawlessness. His presence as a lawman
contributed to making Dodge City a symbol of frontier justice. He worked closely with
other prominent figures to manage the town’s challenges, including conflicts between
cowboys, settlers, and outlaws.

Contributions to Other Frontier Towns

In addition to Dodge City, Masterson’s career took him to towns such as Las Vegas, New
Mexico, and Fort Worth, Texas. In these communities, he continued to uphold law
enforcement standards and influence local governance. His ability to adapt to different
environments and maintain authority made him a valuable figure in the Old West.

Transition to Journalism and Later Life

After years of law enforcement and gambling, Bat Masterson transitioned into a career in
journalism. He became a sports writer and columnist in New York City, covering boxing
and other sports. This shift marked a significant change from his frontier life but allowed
him to remain in the public eye. His writing reflected his sharp wit and deep
understanding of competition and human nature.



Career as a Sports Writer

Masterson wrote for prominent publications, gaining respect as a knowledgeable and
engaging sports journalist. His coverage of boxing matches and sports personalities
showcased his analytical skills and storytelling ability. This role extended his influence
beyond the Old West, introducing his persona to a broader audience.

Final Years and Death

Bat Masterson spent his later years in New York, where he maintained friendships with
notable figures and continued his journalistic work. He died in 1921, leaving behind a
legacy that bridged the gap between the romanticized Old West and the modern era. His
life story remains a testament to the multifaceted nature of frontier individuals.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of Bat Masterson in the Old West is enduring, marked by his contributions to
law enforcement, frontier society, and popular culture. His life has inspired countless
books, films, and television shows that depict the rugged and complex world of the
American frontier. Masterson’s blend of toughness, intelligence, and adaptability
exemplifies the archetype of the Western hero.

Representation in Media

Bat Masterson has been portrayed by various actors in films and television series, often
emphasizing his charisma and skill as a lawman. These portrayals have contributed to the
popular image of the Old West and helped preserve his story for future generations.

Influence on Western Mythology

Masterson'’s life and career have influenced the mythology surrounding the American
West, blending fact and legend. His story illustrates the challenges and opportunities of
frontier life and highlights the evolving nature of justice and society during that period.

Key Aspects of Bat Masterson’s Legacy

Symbol of frontier law and order

Embodiment of the Old West’s complex social dynamics

Inspiration for Western literature and entertainment

Example of successful adaptation from frontier life to urban society



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bat Masterson in the Old West?

Bat Masterson was a famous lawman, gambler, and sportswriter in the American Old West
known for his skills as a gunfighter and his colorful personality.

What was Bat Masterson's real name?

Bat Masterson's real name was William Barclay Masterson.

What roles did Bat Masterson have during his life in the
Old West?

Bat Masterson worked as a buffalo hunter, U.S. Deputy Marshal, sheriff, gambler, and
later became a sportswriter in New York City.

Where was Bat Masterson most active in the Old West?

Bat Masterson was most active in the frontier towns of Kansas, including Dodge City and
Wichita.

How did Bat Masterson contribute to law enforcement
in the Old West?

Bat Masterson helped maintain order in lawless frontier towns by serving as a deputy
marshal and sheriff, often confronting outlaws and gunfighters.

Was Bat Masterson involved in any famous gunfights?

Yes, Bat Masterson was involved in several gunfights, including the notable 'Dodge City
War' and other confrontations, although he was known more for his strategic mind than
reckless shooting.

How did Bat Masterson earn the nickname 'Bat'?

The nickname 'Bat' is believed to have come from his skill with a baseball bat or possibly
as a shortened form of his first name William Barclay, but the exact origin is unclear.

Did Bat Masterson have any connections with other
famous Old West figures?

Yes, Bat Masterson was associated with other notable figures like Wyatt Earp and Doc
Holliday during his time as a lawman in the Old West.



What was Bat Masterson's life like after the Old West
era?

After the Old West era, Bat Masterson moved to New York City, where he became a well-
known sportswriter and maintained connections with political and social elites.

How has Bat Masterson been portrayed in popular
culture?

Bat Masterson has been portrayed in numerous films, TV shows, and books, often depicted
as a charismatic lawman and gambler, most famously in the 1950s TV series 'Bat
Masterson' starring Gene Barry.

Additional Resources

1. Bat Masterson: The Man and the Legend

This biography delves into the life of Bat Masterson, exploring his transformation from a
feared lawman in the Old West to a celebrated sportswriter in New York City. The book
paints a vivid picture of his exploits, friendships, and the turbulent times he lived in.
Readers gain insight into the myths and realities surrounding this legendary figure.

2. Gunfighter’s Code: Bat Masterson and the Lawmen of the Old West

Focusing on the role of Bat Masterson among other iconic lawmen, this book examines the
principles and challenges faced by those who sought to bring order to the Wild West. It
highlights Masterson’s tactical skills, his adherence to justice, and his complex
relationships with outlaws and allies alike.

3. Bat Masterson: Blood on the Prairie

A gritty narrative that captures the violent and often brutal life of Bat Masterson as a
gunfighter and marshal. The book chronicles key shootouts and confrontations, offering a
raw and unfiltered look at the dangers of frontier justice. It also discusses Masterson’s
resilience and strategic mind in surviving the perilous landscape.

4. The Legend of Bat Masterson: Tales from Dodge City

This collection of stories focuses on Masterson’s time in Dodge City, one of the most
notorious boomtowns of the Old West. Through colorful anecdotes and firsthand accounts,
readers experience the excitement and lawlessness of the era. The book brings to life the
characters and events that shaped Masterson’s legend.

5. Bat Masterson: From Gunslinger to Gentleman

Tracing Masterson’s journey from a rugged frontier lawman to a sophisticated New York
newspaperman, this biography highlights his adaptability and charisma. It explores his
later years, where he traded gunfights for ink and social gatherings, maintaining his
influence in a changing America. The narrative balances his wild past with his polished
later life.

6. Old West Chronicles: Bat Masterson and the Frontier Justice
A comprehensive history of the Old West focusing on the development of law enforcement



and justice, with Bat Masterson as a central figure. The book contextualizes Masterson’s
actions within the broader social and political shifts of the time. It offers a detailed look at
how frontier justice evolved under the pressure of rapid expansion and conflict.

7. Bat Masterson’s Dodge City: Law, Order, and Legends

This book provides an in-depth exploration of Dodge City during Masterson’s tenure as a
lawman. It examines the challenges of maintaining peace in a town rife with gambling,
saloons, and violence. Through historical records and stories, it reveals how Masterson
helped shape the town’s enduring legacy.

8. The Wild West Adventures of Bat Masterson

A thrilling narrative that dramatizes Bat Masterson’s various adventures across the
frontier. From gunfights to diplomatic encounters, this book captures the excitement and
unpredictability of his career. It is written in a lively style, appealing to fans of action-
packed Western tales.

9. Bat Masterson: The Final Ride

Focusing on the later years of Bat Masterson’s life, this book explores his move away from
the frontier and into the world of journalism and society. It reflects on how he reconciled
his violent past with his new identity as a chronicler of the West. The book offers a
reflective and poignant look at the end of an era.
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bat masterson old west: Bat Masterson Robert K. DeArment, 2014-04-14 The colorful figures
of the western American frontier, the Indian fighters, the mountain men, the outlaws, and the
lawmen, have been romanticized for more than a hundred years by writers who found it easier to
invent history than the research it. Bat Masterson was one such character who cast a long shadow
across the pages of western history as it has been routinely depicted. A legend in his own time, he
was called in a television series produced in the 1960's. A legend he has become—one firmly fixed in
the popular imagination. But in his own time W.B. Masterson was a man, a less-than-perfect
creature subject to the same temptations and vices as his fellows, albeit one who, through
circumstance and inclination, led an exciting life in an exciting time and place. As buffalo hunter,
army scout, peace officer, professional gambler, sportsman, promoter, and newspaperman,
Masterson's career was stormy and eventful. Surprising to many readers will be the account of
Masterson's career after his peace officer days, during his employment as a sports writer and
columnist. The gun-toting western peace officer reputed to have killed more men than Billy the Kid
(not so, says DeArment) spent his last years happily in New York City, writing for a nationally known
newspaper. This book, the product of more than twenty years of research, separates fact from fiction
to extricate the story of his life from the legend that has enmeshed it. It is the most complete
biography of Bat Masterson ever written.

bat masterson old west: Bat Masterson Carl R. Green, William Reynolds Sanford, 1992
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Chronicles the life of the Western lawman Bat Masterson, who later became a New York sports
writer.

bat masterson old west: Bat Masterson Fred Rosen, 2019-10 BAT MASTERSON - Old West
Gunfighter. Writer. American legend. Nearly 100 years since his death, Bat Masterson still holds
great influence. Remembered by many for his adventures in America's Old West - buffalo hunter,
scout, gunfighter, and even lawman as Dodge City sheriff. Others remember his fame and respect as
a sportswriter in New York City later in life. However, Bat Masterson left a legacy that is much more
intricate. Masterson loved an underdog. And his real legacy was how he fought for them. After the
days of the Old West were over, he laid down his gun and picked up his pen. So great was his writing
that he was vastly respected for his opinions on many topics of the day, including politics, war, and
crime. But Bat Masterson had a secret. A dangerous secret to have in those days. One that he kept
well-hidden his entire life. For if known, he and all those he cared about would be ruined. His
reputation and all that he worked for in his life would be in tatters. In Bat Masterson: The First
Dreamer, Frederic Rosen reveals that secret for the first time ever, and at a pivotal time in America.
A time when dangerous government-driven policies can have very negative impacts on our way of
life. Making us realize things aren't always as they seem.

bat masterson old west: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14 The legend of
Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an acquaintance
duped a New YorkSun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter. That he later
moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is one of
history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William Barclay
“Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his later
legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New YorkMorning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”

bat masterson old west: Legends of the West Charles River Editors, 2017-02-13 *Includes
pictures of important people and places. *Discusses Masterson's most famous shootouts and his
friendship with famous Westerners like Wyatt Earp and Buffalo Bill. *Includes a Bibliography for
further reading. I have come over a thousand miles to settle this. I know you are heeled [armed].
Now fight! - Bat Masterson Space may be the final frontier, but no frontier has ever captured the
American imagination like the Wild West, which still evokes images of dusty cowboys, outlaws,
gunfights, gamblers, and barroom brawls over 100 years after the West was settled. A constant
fixture in American pop culture, the 19th century American West continues to be vividly and colorful
portrayed not just as a place but as a state of mind. In Charles River Editors' Legends of the West
series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America's most famous frontier figures in
the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
Though he is no longer as well remembered as he once was, one of the most famous and notorious
lawmen of the Wild West was Bat Masterson, who drifted around Dodge City and other parts of the
West and was associated with legends like Wyatt Earp. Carrying a six-shooter that he called the gun
that tamed the West, Masterson was involved in several duels and shootouts, much of which was
embellished during the early 20th century when he became a newspaper columnist and was given a



chance to frame anecdotes about the frontier days and talk about colorful characters like Doc
Holliday. Like Wyatt Earp, who once served as a lawman under him, Masterson was primarily known
as being on the right side of the law, but he wasn't afraid to firmly straddle both sides of it. While
tall tales about shootouts were commonplace and believed wholesale throughout the West in the
19th century, few men had as strong a reputation as Bat Masterson, who was known for public
shootouts, one of which took place in Dodge City in 1878 that ended with the death of his brother
and town marshal, Ed Masterson. Bat also took part in the famous Earp Vendetta Ride near
Tombstone, which occurred in the wake of the Shootout at the O.K. Corral. Given the number of
times he fought, and the fact that he was shot and injured himself, perhaps Bat Masterson's most
remarkable feat was that he managed to survive into the 20th century, something few Western
legends of his era (with the exception of Wyatt Earp) accomplished. Thanks to his survival,
Masterson was able to parlay his notoriety into opportunities back East, including even being
appointed marshal in New York by President Theodore Roosevelt. Through his reputation and his
position as a writer, when Masterson died in 1921 at an office desk writing a newspaper column, he
was something of a folk hero, and he would go on to be the title character of a critically acclaimed
television series in the late 1950s. Legends of the West: The Life and Legacy of Bat Masterson
chronicles the Western icon's life and examines the myths and legends in an attempt to separate fact
from fiction. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Bat
Masterson like you never have before, in no time at all.

bat masterson old west: Famous Gunfighters of the Western Frontier Bat Masterson,
2009-03-26 Bat Masterson's illustrated biographies of legendary gunslingers Wyatt Earp, Doc
Holliday, Luke Short, Bill Tilghman, Ben Thompson, and others paint a vivid portrait of the Old West,
a world of sharpshooters, cattle rustlers, and Dodge City justice.

bat masterson old west: The American Cowboy Chronicles Old West Myths & Legends
Thomas Correa, 2019-12-14 This book is about the real Old West. The research presented here
comes from what I've found during my more than forty-five years of researching American history,
but especially what I've learned in regards to the other side of the myths and legends of the Old
West. In 2010, I started a blog, The American Cowboy Chronicles, to share what I've learned and
celebrate the virtues of America. My articles on the Old West have never been meant to dispel the
myths or attack legends but to simply explain what I've found after taking a hard look, an honest
look, an objective look, at the evidence that's available. Since evidence proves or disproves what
we've all been told about the Old West by Hollywood and writers who are not objective researchers,
this is my attempt at taking a fresh look at Wyatt Earp, Tom Horn, and others. But mostly, this book
is about why the American Cowboy became America's quintessential role model. This book looks at
why the American Cowboy represents American toughness, independence, and resilience to the rest
of the World.

bat masterson old west: Dodge City and the Birth of the Wild West Robert R. Dykstra, Jo Ann
Manfra, 2017-07-15 Raised on Gunsmoke, Bat Masterson, and The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp,
we know what it means to “get outta Dodge”—to make a hasty escape from a dangerous place, like
the Dodge City of Wild West lore. But why, of all the notorious, violent cities of old, did Dodge win
this distinction? And what does this tenacious cultural metaphor have to do with the real Dodge
City? In a book as much about the making of cultural myths as it is about Dodge City itself, authors
Robert Dykstra and Jo Ann Manfra take us back into the history of Dodge to trace the growth of the
city and its legend side-by-side. An exploration of murder statistics, court cases, and contemporary
accounts reveals the historical Dodge to be neither as violent nor as lawless as legend has it—but
every bit as intriguing. In a style that captures the charm and chicanery of storytelling in the Old
West, Dodge City and the Birth of the Wild West finds a culprit in a local attorney, Harry Gryden,
who fed sensational accounts to the national media during the so-called Dodge City War of 1883.
Once launched, the legend leads the authors through the cultural landscape of twentieth-century
America, as Dodge City became a useful metaphor in more and more television series and movies.
Meanwhile, back in the actual Dodge, struggling on a lost frontier, a mirror image of the mythical



city began to emerge, as residents increasingly embraced tourism as an economic necessity. Dodge
City and the Birth of the Wild West maps a metaphor for belligerent individualism and social
freedom through the cultural imagination, from a historical starting point to its mythical reflection.
In this, the book restores both the reality of Dodge and its legend to their rightful place in the
continuum of American culture.

bat masterson old west: Gambling Gunfighters of the OldWest G. R. Williamson, 2021-01-09
Most of the gamblers of the Old West got their start and reputations by working the circuit of the
Mississippi River boats, the railhead cattle towns of Kansas, or the boomtowns that popped up
around gold or silver mining. The gunfighter Ben Thompson got his start by running the Bull's Head
Saloon with partner Phil Coe in Ellsworth, Kansas. Ben's friend, Bat Masterson, also started his
career in the cattle towns of Texas and Kansas. In general, these legendary gamblers were known as
legitimate or that they played a fair game without cheating. Truth be told, all of them knew the
methods employed by the sharps to clean the pockets of the other players at the table. They had to
know these tricks in order to spot a cheater at their table. Did they ever use any of these advantages
to increase their odds? Probably so, but the public's perception of these men was that they ran a
square game. Hip-Pocket History of the Old West (Series) This compact book that gives concise
accounts of odd or little-known facets of the American West. Historically accurate, but told in an
easy-to-read format, with just a twist of humor. Informative, yet entertaining, the Hip-Pocket History
series provides little nuggets without having to wade through a 400-page book of dry academic
ostentatiousness.

bat masterson old west: The Historical Atlas of American Crime Fred Rosen, 2005 Traces
the history of crime and punishment from American Colonial times to present day, listing in
alphabetical order the states in which the crimes were committed, who committed them and what
the punishment was.

bat masterson old west: The Wild West Meets the Big Apple Michael O'Connor, 2016-01-27
What do Bat Masterson, Bill Cody, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, David Crockett, William
Tecumseh Sherman, Mark Twain, Elizabeth Custer, and the Statue of Liberty all have in common?
They all spent time in New York City! Each chapter in this fascinating book provides a short
biography of a Western hero or celebrity and tells how they made their mark on the city that many
considered the media and cultural capital of the time. By tracing their path across the city—from
casual visits, media campaigns, and political tours to family ties, shopping sprees, and steady
employment—author Michael P. O'Connor aptly demonstrates how New York City influenced the
lives and livelihood of many familiar names in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth
century. Locations around the city significant to the Westerners, including the Old Bowery Theatre,
the Market Exchange, Battery Park, the St. Nicholas Hotel, and St. Patrick's Cathedral, are
illustrated through historic images and modern photos accompanied by brief histories. A timeline
from 1812 to 1933 highlights the settling of the West alongside a history of New York City. An
appendix provides a listing of Alamo defenders who had ties to the city, and a bibliography provides
an extensive list of further reading and reference materials. O'Connor's meticulous research and
passion for the subject make this an informative and entertaining blend of New York City history and
Western lore perfect for both tourists and historians.

bat masterson old west: The Top Ten Historical Locations of the Old West Michael P.
O’Connor, 2024-05-24 Wyatt Earp and Tombstone, Wild Bill Hickok and Deadwood, George Custer
and the Little Big Horn, Davy Crockett and the Alamo, Bat Masterson and Dodge City; Names and
locations forever linked to the legacy and myth of the Old West. Through hundreds of photographs
and illustrations, O’Connor delivers a concise, light-hearted yet accurate depiction of a pivotal event
in the settlement of the American frontier, and what the location offers today’s visitor, with
particular attention devoted to surviving structures, including authentic saloons! Whether planning a
road trip, or simply interested in America’s Old West history and culture, the reader is provided an
entertaining, and informative look into the locations that shaped the history and myth of the Wild
West.



bat masterson old west: Son of the Old West Nathan Ward, 2023-09-05 An epic narrative of
the Old West told through the vivid, outsized life of cowboy, detective, and chronicler Charlie Siringo
No figure in the Old West lived or shaped its history more fully than Charlie Siringo, as Nathan Ward
reveals in his colorful portrait of this epic era and one of its primary protagonists. Born in
Matagorda, Texas in 1855, Charlie went on his first cattle drive at age twelve and spent two decades
living his boyhood dream as a cowboy. As the dangerous, lucrative “beeves” business boomed,
Siringo drove longhorn steers north to the burgeoning Midwest Plains states’ cattle and railroad
towns, inevitably crossing paths with such legendary figures as Billy the Kid, Bat Masterson, and
Shanghai Pierce. In his early thirties he joined the Pinkerton Detective Agency’s Denver office, using
a variety of aliases to investigate violent labor disputes and infiltrate outlaw gangs such as Butch
Cassidy’s train robbing Wild Bunch. As brave as he was clever, he was often saved by his cowboy
training as he traveled to places the law had not yet reached. Siringo’s bestselling, landmark 1885
autobiography, A Texas Cowboy, helped make the lowly cowboy a heroic symbol of the American
West. His later memoir, A Cowboy Detective, influenced early hard-boiled crime novelists for whom
the detective story was really the cowboy story in an urban setting. Sadly sued into debt by the
Pinkertons determined to prevent their sources and methods from being revealed, Siringo eventually
sold his beloved New Mexico ranch and moved to Los Angeles, where he advised Hollywood
filmmakers, and especially actor William S. Hart, on their early 1920s Westerns, watching the
frontier history he had known first-hand turned into romantic legend on the screen. In old age,
Charlie Siringo was called “Ulysses of the Wild West” for the long journey he took across the
western frontier. Son of the Old West brings him and his legendary world vividly to life.

bat masterson old west: Shot All to Hell Nick Vulich, 2018-10-08 Bat Masterson knew better
than most of his contemporaries that the majority of what was written about the old west was little
more than rattlesnake piss and bat guano. He said, nerve was the quality that marked the great
gunfighters. Perhaps more telling is what Masterson suggested was the secret sauce that made the
big-name gunfighters so fast. We used to file the notch of the hammer till the trigger would pull
'sweet' which is another way of saying that the blame gun would pretty near go off if you looked at
it. But, the real gunfighters did not file the notches off. They carried one gun in their hip-holster, and
another swung under the armpit. It let them draw on an adversary while he was waiting for the
familiar motion toward the hip. Here are the real stories of 23 outlaws, gunfighters, and lawmen.
The truth may surprise you.

bat masterson old west: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Old West Mike Flanagan, 1999
Little known lore about pioneers, easy to understand explanations of land agreements, fascinating
adventures of Native Americans, and photos the people of the ole West.

bat masterson old west: Western Heroes Rick Steber, Through bravery, courage and
strength of character these men and women stood head and shoulders above their contemporaries.
They are our true Western American Heroes.

bat masterson old west: Love Lessons from the Old West Chris Enss, 2014-01-14 From
Calamity Jane’s relentless pursuit of Wild Bill Hickok to Emma Walters, who gave it all up for the
dashing Bat Masterson—and learned to regret it, these romantic stories from the Old West are still
familiar and entertaining to readers today. Meet Agnes Lake Hickok, the intrepid wife of Wild Bill
Hickok and learn about the last love letter he sent before being dealt the dead man’s hand. Learn
the story behind the charming performer Lotta Crabtree’s heartaches. And discover the tale of the
dashing Kit Carson and his beautiful bride. This collection features the lessons learned by and from
the antics of the women who shaped the West.

bat masterson old west: Deadly Dozen Robert K. DeArment, 2012-11-09 For every Wild Bill
Hickok or Billy the Kid, there was another western gunfighter just as deadly but not as well known.
Robert K. DeArment has earned a reputation as the premier researcher of unknown gunfighters, and
here he offers twelve more portraits of men who weren’t glorified in legend but were just as
notorious in their day. Those who think they already know all about Old West gunfighters will be
amazed at this new collection. Here are men like Porter Stockton, the Texas terror who bragged that



he had killed eighteen men, and Jim Levy, who killed a man for disparaging his Irish blood, though
he was also the only known Jewish gunfighter. These stories span eight decades, from the gold
rushes of the 1850s to the 1920s. Telling of gunmen such as Jim Masterson, the brother of Bat
Masterson, or the real Whispering Smith—the man behind the fictionalized persona—whose career
spanned four decades, DeArment conscientiously separates fact from fiction to reconstruct lives all
the more amazing for having remained unknown for so long. The product of iron-clad research, this
newest Deadly Dozen delivers the goods for gunfighter buffs in search of something different.
Together the Deadly Dozen volumes constitute a Who’s Who of western outlaws and prove that
there’s more to the Wild West than Jesse James.

bat masterson old west: On The Trail Of The Old West Winston G Ramsey, 2015-06-30 The Old
West may have faded from living memory but the actual locations where the robberies and
shoot-outs took place can still be found over one hundred years later. In the pages of On the Trail of
the Old West: Then and Now, we glimpse the past through contemporary newspaper reports,
illustrated with comparison ‘then and now’ photographs. Here are towns like Dodge City and
Tombstone and the stories of the clashes between lawmen and the badmen, with grim details of
lawlessness, violence, and harsh frontier justice meted out by vigilante committees, to recall a
timeless era of American history — ‘the Wild West!”

bat masterson old west: Famous Gunfighters of the Western Frontier W. B. (Bat)
Masterson, 2020-12-31 First published in 1907 as a series of articles in Human Life magazine,
Famous Gunfighters of the Western Frontier is the fascinating first-hand account of these famous
Americans by Bat Masterson. Born Bartholemew William Barclay Masterson in Canada in 1853, Bat
Masterson led an amazing life as a U.S. Army scout, professional gambler, and lawman in the
American Old West. He went to find adventure in the frontier as a young man and soon earned
distinction as a buffalo hunter. He eventually spent time as the sheriff in Dodge City, Kansas and
was involved in several well-known shootouts. It was during these times that Masterson met some of
the most important gunslingers in history. These accounts, written decades after Masterson moved
back to civilization and worked as a writer and journalist, tell the incredible stories of Wyatt Earp,
Doc Holliday, Ben Thompson, Luke Short, and Bill Tilghman. Famous Gunfighters of the Western
Frontier remains an important historical document of five famous American gunfighters and a
fascinating and entertaining account of the Wild West. This edition is printed on premium acid-free

paper.
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