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bat masterson biography height is a topic that captures the interest of many
history enthusiasts and fans of the Old West. Bat Masterson, born William
Barclay Masterson, was a well-known figure in American frontier history,
renowned for his diverse roles as a lawman, gambler, and sports writer. This
biography will explore detailed aspects of his life, focusing not only on his
height but also on his career, personal life, and legacy. Understanding Bat
Masterson’s physical stature provides insight into the persona he projected
during his lifetime. The article will also highlight his contributions to law
enforcement, his adventures, and his transition into a journalist in later
years. Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of Bat Masterson’s life and
how his height and presence may have influenced his reputation in the
fiercely competitive world of the American West. This detailed exploration is
structured to offer a clear and informative journey through the life of Bat
Masterson.

Early Life and Background

Bat Masterson’s Height and Physical Appearance

Career as a Lawman and Gambler

Transition to Journalism and Later Years

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Early Life and Background
William Barclay "Bat" Masterson was born on November 26, 1853, in Henryville,
Quebec, Canada. He later moved with his family to the United States, settling
in Kansas during his youth. His upbringing in a frontier environment greatly
influenced his future path as a lawman and gambler. Bat Masterson grew up
among the turbulent and lawless landscapes of the American West, which shaped
his understanding of justice and survival. His early years involved various
experiences that prepared him for the multifaceted roles he would assume
later in life.

Family and Childhood
Bat Masterson was one of several siblings in a family that valued hard work
and resilience. The Masterson family relocated from Canada to the American
frontier seeking better opportunities. Bat’s childhood was marked by exposure
to the challenges of frontier life, including encounters with Native American



tribes and the complexities of territorial conflicts. This environment
fostered his toughness and adaptability.

Education and Early Influences
While formal education was limited on the frontier, Bat Masterson learned
valuable skills through practical experience. He developed proficiency with
firearms, horsemanship, and negotiation—skills that would serve him well as a
lawman and gambler. Influences from family members and prominent figures of
the era helped shape his views on law and order.

Bat Masterson’s Height and Physical Appearance
Bat Masterson’s physical stature is an important aspect of his biography that
often draws attention. His height and overall appearance contributed to his
legendary image in the Old West. Historical records and eyewitness accounts
provide insight into his physical dimensions, which complemented his
commanding presence.

Documented Height
According to various historical sources, Bat Masterson stood approximately 5
feet 7 inches tall. This height was fairly average for men of his time but
became notable due to his confident demeanor and skill with firearms. His
stature did not hinder his effectiveness as a lawman or his reputation as a
formidable figure in frontier society.

Physical Characteristics and Style
Beyond height, Bat Masterson was known for his distinctive style, often seen
wearing a derby hat and carrying a cane. His carefully cultivated appearance
added to his mystique and public persona. His lean build and sharp facial
features complemented his reputation as a cool and composed individual in
high-pressure situations.

Height: Approximately 5 feet 7 inches

Build: Lean and athletic

Signature attire: Derby hat, cane, tailored suits

Notable demeanor: Calm, confident, and charismatic



Career as a Lawman and Gambler
Bat Masterson’s career was marked by a combination of law enforcement and
gambling, two roles often intertwined in the Old West. His ability to
navigate these worlds made him a prominent figure in several frontier towns.
His height and presence often played a role in his ability to command respect
and maintain order.

Law Enforcement Roles
Masterson served as a deputy sheriff and marshal in various towns, including
Dodge City, Kansas. His tenure as a lawman was characterized by a strict
adherence to justice and a willingness to confront outlaws. His reputation
for fairness and courage earned him respect among peers and citizens alike.

Gambling and Business Ventures
In addition to law enforcement, Bat Masterson was an accomplished gambler. He
frequented saloons and gambling halls across the West, where his skill and
demeanor often gave him an edge. His gambling activities supplemented his
income and further established his connections within frontier society.

Transition to Journalism and Later Years
After his years in the law and gambling scenes, Bat Masterson transitioned to
a career in journalism. Settling in New York City, he became a sports writer
and columnist, covering boxing and other sports. This phase of his life
demonstrated his versatility and ability to reinvent himself.

Work with the New York Morning Telegraph
Masterson’s role as a sports writer allowed him to leverage his knowledge of
combat and competition. He gained a reputation for insightful commentary and
was respected in the journalistic community. His experience as a lawman and
gambler enriched his writing with authenticity.

Final Years and Death
Bat Masterson continued writing until his death in 1921. He passed away from
natural causes in New York City, leaving behind a legacy that bridged the Old
West and early 20th-century American culture. His life story remains a
testament to the dynamic changes in American society during his lifetime.



Legacy and Cultural Impact
Bat Masterson’s biography and height have contributed to his enduring legacy
as an iconic figure of the American West. His life has been immortalized
through books, television shows, and folklore, reflecting his multifaceted
contributions to American history.

Representation in Popular Culture
Masterson’s persona has inspired numerous portrayals in films and television,
often emphasizing his stature and style. These depictions highlight his role
as a lawman, gambler, and journalist, underscoring the complexity of his
character and the era he lived in.

Influence on Western Lore
Bat Masterson’s life story has become a foundational element of Western
mythology. His height and presence, combined with his diverse career,
symbolize the rugged individualism and resilience associated with the
frontier. His legacy continues to influence how the Old West is remembered
and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bat Masterson?
Bat Masterson was a famous American lawman, gambler, and sports writer known
for his role in the Old West during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

What was Bat Masterson's height?
Bat Masterson was approximately 5 feet 8 inches (173 cm) tall.

How did Bat Masterson's height influence his career?
Standing around 5 feet 8 inches tall, Bat Masterson had an average height for
his time, which neither particularly advantaged nor hindered his
effectiveness as a lawman and gunfighter.

When and where was Bat Masterson born?
Bat Masterson was born on November 26, 1853, in Henryville, Quebec, Canada.



What are some key aspects of Bat Masterson's
biography besides his height?
Besides his height, Bat Masterson is known for his career as a U.S. Marshal,
his participation in famous gunfights, his role as a sports writer for The
New York Morning Telegraph, and his influence in Wild West history.

Additional Resources
1. Bat Masterson: The Man and the Legend
This biography explores the life of Bat Masterson, one of the most colorful
figures of the American Old West. It delves into his career as a lawman,
gambler, and newspaperman, highlighting his contributions to frontier
history. The book also discusses his physical stature and how his height
influenced his presence and reputation.

2. The Tall Tales of Bat Masterson: Height and Heroism
Focusing on the myths and realities surrounding Bat Masterson's height, this
book examines how his physical appearance played a role in his legendary
status. It combines historical records with folklore to paint a comprehensive
picture of the man behind the legend. Readers gain insight into how stature
affected his law enforcement tactics and public persona.

3. Bat Masterson: Frontier Lawman and Gentleman
This detailed biography chronicles Bat Masterson's transformation from a
rugged frontier lawman to a sophisticated New York newspaperman. The
narrative includes descriptions of his physical build, including his height,
which contributed to his commanding presence. It highlights key moments in
his career and personal life.

4. Height and Honor: The Life of Bat Masterson
A focused look at how Bat Masterson's height and demeanor influenced his role
in the Old West. The author analyzes how his stature complemented his skills
as a gunfighter and negotiator. The book offers a blend of personal anecdotes
and historical context to portray his character fully.

5. Bat Masterson: The Gentleman's Gunfighter
This book explores the dual nature of Bat Masterson's life as both a feared
gunfighter and a refined gentleman. It emphasizes how his height and bearing
helped him command respect in both worlds. The biography includes detailed
accounts of his notable exploits and public appearances.

6. The Legend of Bat Masterson: Height, History, and Heroics
Covering the myths and facts about Bat Masterson, this work places special
emphasis on his physical stature. It discusses how height was perceived in
the Old West and how Masterson used it to his advantage. The book also covers
his later years and legacy.

7. Bat Masterson: The Life and Legacy of a Western Icon



A comprehensive biography that presents Bat Masterson’s life from his early
days to his tenure as a New York sportswriter. The book includes descriptions
of his height and physical characteristics, exploring how they shaped his
identity. It provides a balanced view of his achievements and challenges.

8. Standing Tall: The Biography of Bat Masterson
This engaging biography highlights Bat Masterson’s stature both literally and
figuratively. It explores how his height contributed to his effectiveness as
a lawman and his charisma as a public figure. The narrative is rich with
historical details and personal stories.

9. Bat Masterson: Height, History, and the Making of a Legend
This book investigates the role Bat Masterson’s height played in his
legendary status in the Old West. It combines biographical facts with
cultural analysis to explain why physical presence mattered. Readers learn
about his adventures, personality, and the enduring fascination with his
life.
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  bat masterson biography height: The Great Pictorial History of World Crime Jay Robert
Nash, 2004-04-29 The vast and mysterious world of criminals, from ancient times through the 21st
century, is vividly captured in The Great Pictorial History of World Crime. This unique and
staggering reference work chronicles every major criminal act from every era. A definitive reference
source to worldwide crime, this unparalleled survey is organized into sixteen chapters:
AssassinationBigamyBurglaryCannibalismCelebrity SlayingsDrugsFraudGangs, Gangsters, and
Organized CrimeKidnappingMass MurderPiracyRobberySecret Criminal SocietiesSerial
KillersTerrorismUnsolved Homicides Each chapter begins with an essay that introduces the topic
and provides a concise overview of the historical, social, and political significance of the crime.
Subjects are further developed crime by crime through descriptive entries covering the criminal
acts, modus operandi, criminal background information, and motives, along with insightful
anecdotes. In addition to being a being a vital and informative historical and sociological reference
work, The Great Pictorial History of World Crime features more than 2,500 illustrations. More than a
chronicle of chilling events, these two volumes provide gripping reading for anyone interested in
true crime, law enforcement, criminology, and criminal justice.
  bat masterson biography height: Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography: P-Z Dan L. Thrapp,
1991-06-01 Includes biographical information on 4,500 individuals associated with the frontier
  bat masterson biography height: The Gunfighters Bryan Burrough, 2025-06-03 One of the
most important books written on the American West in many years. - True West Magazine From the
New York Times bestselling author of The Big Rich and Forget the Alamo comes an epic
reconsideration of the time and place that spawned America’s most legendary gunfighters, from
Jesse James and Billy the Kid to Butch and Sundance The “Wild West” gunfighter is such a stock
figure in our popular culture that some dismiss it all as a corny myth, more a product of dime novels
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and B movies than a genuinely important American history. In fact, as Bryan Burrough shows us in
his dazzling and fast-paced new book, there’s much more below the surface. For three decades at
the end of the 1800s, a big swath of the American West was a crucible of change, with the highest
murder rate per capita in American history. The reasons behind this boil down to one word: Texas.
Texas was born in violence, on two fronts, with Mexico to the south and the Comanche to the north.
The Colt revolver first caught on with the Texas Rangers. Southern dueling culture transformed into
something wilder and less organized in the Lone Star State. The collapse of the Confederacy and the
presence of a thin veneer of Northern occupiers turned the heat up further. And the explosion in the
cattle business after the war took that violence and pumped it out from Texas across the whole of
the West. The stampede of longhorn cattle brought with it an assortment of rustlers, hustlers,
gamblers, and freelance lawmen who carried a trigger-happy honor culture into a widening gyre, a
veritable blood meridian. When the first newspapermen and audiences discovered what good copy
this all was, the flywheel of mythmaking started spinning. It’s never stopped. The Gunfighters
brilliantly sifts the lies from the truth, giving both elements their due. And the truth is sufficiently
wild for any but the most unhinged tastes. All the legendary figures are here, and their escapades
are told with great flair—good, bad, and ugly. Like all great stories, this one has a rousing end—as
the railroads and the settlers close off the open spaces for good, the last of the breed, Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid, really do get on a boat for South America, ending their era in a blaze of glory.
Burrough knits these histories together into something much deeper and more provocative than
simply the sum of its parts. To understand the truth of the Wild West is to understand a crucial
dimension of the American story.
  bat masterson biography height: Retired United States Marshals Association Millennium
History , 2001
  bat masterson biography height: The Tombstone Story; Formerly Titled John Myers
Myers, 1950
  bat masterson biography height: The Notorious Luke Short Jack DeMattos, Chuck Parsons,
2015-06-15 Often times the smaller the man, the harder the punch--this adage was true in the case
of diminutive Luke Short, whose brief span of years played out in the Wild West. His adventures
began as a teenage cowboy who followed the trail from Texas to the Kansas railheads. He then
served as a scout for the U.S. Army during the Indian wars and, finally, he perfected his skills as a
gambler in locations that included Leadville, Tombstone, Dodge City, and Fort Worth. In 1883, in
what became known as the Dodge City War, he banded together with Wyatt Earp, Bat Masterson,
and others to protect his ownership interests in the Long Branch Saloon--an event commemorated by
the famous Dodge City Peace Commission photograph. The irony is that Luke Short is best
remembered for being the winning gunfighter in two of the most celebrated showdowns in Old West
history: the shootout with Charlie Storms in Tombstone, Arizona, and the showdown against Jim
Courtright in Fort Worth, Texas. He would have hated that. During his lifetime, Luke Short became
one of the best known sporting men in the United States, and one of the wealthiest. He had been a
partner in the Long Branch Saloon in Dodge City, as well as the White Elephant in Fort Worth. He
became friends with other wealthy sporting men, such as William H. Harris, Jake Johnson, and Bat
Masterson, who helped broaden his gaming interests to include thoroughbred horse racing and
boxing. Before he died he would become a familiar figure in Chicago, Memphis, New Orleans, and
Saratoga Springs, where he raced his string of horses. He traveled with other wealthy sporting men
in private railroad cars to attend heavyweight championship fights. Luke Short was always a little
man dealing in big games. He married the beautiful Hattie Buck, who could turns heads at all the
top resorts they visited as man and wife. Jack DeMattos and Chuck Parsons have researched deeply
into all records to produce the first serious biography of Luke Short, revealing in full the epitome of
a sporting man of the Wild West.
  bat masterson biography height: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14 The
legend of Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an
acquaintance duped a New York Sun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter.



That he later moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is
one of history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William
Barclay “Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his
later legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New York Morning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”
  bat masterson biography height: King of Diamonds Ronald Winston, William Stadiem,
2023-09-19 This authoritative and intimate biography, written by his only living son, Ronald
Winston, marries the Gilded Age glamour and romance of Edith Wharton with the ruthless family
dynamics of HBO’s hit series, Succession. Few American success stories rival that of Harry Winston.
Born Harry Weinstein, he came from humble roots—his parents were poor Jewish immigrants who
left Ukraine around 1890 for New York, where they settled and started a small jewelry business. His
genius for spotting priceless gems emerged young. When Harry was twelve years old, he recognized
a two-carat emerald in a pawn shop and bought it for 25 cents, selling it two days later for $800—a
massive sum in the early 1900s. From that moment on, Harry became obsessed with gems,
especially diamonds. A compact, unassuming man with no formal education, but unlimited drive and
ambition, Harry Weinstein transformed himself into Harry Winston, the enigmatic figure who
created the world’s most prestigious luxury brand. Harry Winston built his empire while the
Depression raged, World War II reshaped the world, and America entered its post-war period of
prosperity. In this riveting biography, readers get a bird’s eye view of the dangers of the diamond
trade and the lengths men would go to get their hands on the best of the “rough.” There’s also a
glimpse into the lives of the rich and famous, who clamored for Winston’s gems. Although he
traveled the world doing business with kings, queens, and movie stars, Winston remained a devoted
family man, whose chief wish was that his sons carry on the legacy he had built. Harry’s older son
Ronald Winston worked alongside his father for decades. After Harry’s death, Ron grew the
company into the international brand that is still revered today. He ran it expertly, until he was
forced to sell the company, due to his younger brother’s maligning litigation. This is the story of a
family business that survived and thrived for more than a century, until it was undone by one, bitter
family member. KING OF DIAMONDS is at once a portrait of American ingenuity at its best, and the
story of sibling rivalry that is Shakespearean in its tragedy.
  bat masterson biography height: Antiquarian Bookman , 1959
  bat masterson biography height: Icons of Crime Fighting Jeff Bumgarner, 2008-09-30
Notorious criminals have captured our imaginations for years and years. But we don't forget, either,
the many people and organizations who fight back. J. Edgar Hoover and Eliot Ness have entered into
the American psyche as two of our most aggressive and successful crime fighters. Still, there are
others who have risen to the occasion, combating crime in all its manifestations. From the U.S.
Marshals, FBI agents, and Secret Service to Rudy Giuliani, John Walsh— host of America's Most
Wanted—and Joseph Pistone (aka Donnie Brasco), this set highlights some of the nation's bravest
crime stoppers. Icons of Crime Fighting will enlighten the curious mind with a comprehensive
overview of the most successful, the most well-known, and the most important crime fighters in
recent American history. Part of our national culture, these figures represent all that is good about



the American justice system. Moreover, they exemplify how individuals in the criminal justice system
have made a real difference in law enforcement. These titans of law enforcement are profiled in this
important and timely set. Those covered in the set include: Gun Fighters: U.S. Marshals of the Old
West; Allan Pinkerton; The Texas Rangers; August Vollmer; J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI; Thomas
Dewey; Robert Kennedy; Jim Garrison; Buford Pusser; Eddie Egan and Sonnie Grosso; Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein; Francisco Vincent Serpico; Joe Pistone, aka Donnie Brasco; Vincent
T. Bugliosi; John Walsh; FBI Profilers; Sheriff Joe Arpaio; Mark Fuhrman; Rudolph Rudy Giuliani;
Curtis Sliwa; Dr. Henry Lee; and Dr. Bill Blass.
  bat masterson biography height: Disney Voice Actors Thomas S. Hischak, 2011-10-06 This
biographical dictionary is devoted to the actors who provided voices for all the Disney animated
theatrical shorts and features from the 1928 Mickey Mouse cartoon Steamboat Willie to the 2010
feature film Tangled. More than 900 men, women, and child actors from more than 300 films are
covered, with biographical information, individual career summaries, and descriptions of the
animated characters they have performed. Among those listed are Adriana Caselotti, of Snow White
fame; Clarence Nash, the voice of Donald Duck; Sterling Holloway, best known for his vocal
portrayal of Winnie the Pooh; and such show business luminaries as Bing Crosby, Bob Newhart,
George Sanders, Dinah Shore, Jennifer Tilly and James Woods. In addition, a complete directory of
animated Disney films enables the reader to cross-reference the actors with their characters.
  bat masterson biography height: Portraits of the Old West Frederick W. Nolan, Frederick
Nelson, 1998-02 Portraits Of The Old West follows the success of Portraits of Native Americans with
a series of striking images from the American West in its heyday, primarily from the end of the
nineteenth century. The fascination with the exploits of those intrepid adventurers who, for better or
worse, shaped America has made enduring marks upon the culture of America. Here is a
photographic look at the famous, the infamous, the completely unknown heroes, heroines, and
villains who braved new frontiers and made real the Manifest Destiny that moved the States from
sea towards that other shining sea. Some of the figures included are the James brothers, Wyatt Earp,
Bat Masterson, and many more. -- An authoritative look at the American West. -- Includes archival
photographs from state historical societies and private collections. -- Among those included are pony
soldiers, trailblazers, and cattlemen.
  bat masterson biography height: Dictionary of American Biography , 1959
  bat masterson biography height: Dictionary of American Biography: Cushman-Eberle , 1930
Part of an integrated online collection of primary documents, secondary reference sources, and
journal articles covering all areas of U.S. history from pre-colonial times to the present day. The DAB
records the lives of prominent Americans who died by Dec. 31, 1980.
  bat masterson biography height: Eddie Foy Armond Fields, 2009-09-08 Just a century ago
Eddie Foy was the consummate stage comedian. A versatile performer, Foy contributed to the
development of popular theater from the Civil War to the Roaring Twenties, from poverty-inspired
Irish two-acts to lavish musical comedies. This first-ever biography of Foy tells the story of his
indigent childhood in New York's Bowery and in Chicago, his tough uphill climb as a variety artist at
Western outposts, his success in vaudeville and Broadway, and his arrival as a national icon with the
Seven Little Foys. Foy's career mirrored the growth of popular theater entertainment in America.
Exhaustively researched, this work contains many rare personal photographs from the Foy family
archives.
  bat masterson biography height: Dictionary of American Biography: Cushman-Fraser
Allen Johnson, 1995
  bat masterson biography height: Chase's Calendar of Events, 1997 Chase Staff,
Contemporary Books, 1996 Now bigger than ever--with 12,000 entries, Chase's is the directory that
Americans have come to rely on for special events, holidays, ethnic celebrations, anniversaries,
birthdays, fairs and festivals, historic events, and traditional and whimsical observances of all kinds.
Extensively indexed by state and by category, entries include direct-access phone numbers,
addresses, and attendence figures. Line art throughout.



  bat masterson biography height: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1967
  bat masterson biography height: Dictionary of American biography. 3. Cushman -
Fraser Allen Johnson, Dumas Malone, 1958
  bat masterson biography height: English Westerners' Tally Sheet , 1992
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