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bat masterson height and weight are frequently sought details by historians,
fans, and enthusiasts of the American Old West. Bat Masterson was a legendary
figure known for his roles as a lawman, gambler, and sportswriter.
Understanding his physical stature provides insight into the man behind the
myths and legends. This article explores Bat Masterson's height and weight,
offering accurate historical context and related physical attributes.
Additionally, it delves into how his physique may have influenced his career
and reputation. For those interested in Old West figures, these details
enrich the narrative of Bat Masterson’s life and legacy.
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Bat Masterson's Height and Weight: Verified
Data

Bat Masterson’s height and weight have been documented through various
historical records and accounts from the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Based on reliable sources, Bat Masterson stood approximately 5 feet 9 inches
tall. His weight fluctuated during his adult life but was generally around
160 to 170 pounds. These measurements place him within an average to slightly
above average stature for men of his era.

Understanding Bat Masterson’s physical dimensions helps paint a clearer
picture of his presence, which was notable in the often rough and dangerous
environments in which he operated.

Exact Height Measurements

Historical records and eyewitness accounts consistently describe Bat
Masterson as standing 5 feet 9 inches tall. This height was considered
average to moderately tall during the late 1800s and early 1900s. His stature
contributed to his commanding presence as a lawman and gambler.

Weight Estimates Over Time

Bat Masterson’s weight varied throughout his life due to changes in lifestyle
and occupation. Generally, his weight was recorded at approximately 160 to
170 pounds. This weight was proportional to his height, reflecting a lean but
sturdy build suitable for physical confrontations and endurance.



Historical Context of Bat Masterson’s Physical
Stature

Bat Masterson lived during a time when average male height and weight
differed significantly from modern standards. Nutrition, healthcare, and
lifestyle in the late 19th century influenced physical development
considerably. Understanding these factors provides context for his height and
weight within his historical period.

Average Male Height and Weight in the 19th Century

During Bat Masterson’s lifetime, the average height for American men ranged
from 5 feet 7 inches to 5 feet 8 inches. Weight averages were generally lower
than today due to different diet and lifestyle conditions. In this context,
Masterson’s 5 feet 9 inches height positioned him as slightly taller than
many of his contemporaries.

Influence of Lifestyle on Physical Condition

Bat Masterson’s lifestyle as a lawman, gambler, and outdoorsman likely
contributed to maintaining a fit and agile physique. Frequent travel,
physical altercations, and active engagement in frontier life demanded
endurance and strength, which are reflected in his physical measurements.

The Impact of Physical Attributes on Bat
Masterson’s Career

Bat Masterson’s height and weight played a significant role in his
effectiveness and reputation. His physical presence was both a deterrent and
an asset in his law enforcement duties and during confrontations in his
career as a gunfighter and gambler.

Physical Presence in Law Enforcement

Standing at 5 feet 9 inches with a solid build, Bat Masterson was able to
command respect and authority. His stature helped him maintain order in
volatile situations and project confidence that was crucial to his success as
a lawman.

Combat and Self-Defense

Masterson’s weight and height contributed to his ability to engage in
physical combat when necessary. His lean but strong physique allowed for
agility and quick reflexes, which were essential in gunfights and physical
confrontations common in the Old West.



Comparisons with Other Old West Figures

Comparing Bat Masterson’s height and weight to those of other prominent
figures of the American frontier era provides additional perspective. Many
legendary lawmen and outlaws had similar or varying physical attributes that
influenced their roles and legacies.

Similarities with Contemporaries

Several Old West figures shared physical characteristics comparable to Bat
Masterson. For example, Wyatt Earp was also reported to be about 5 feet 10
inches tall and weighed roughly 180 pounds, indicating a similar build and
presence. These similarities underscore the typical physical demands of
frontier life.

Variations Among Notable Figures

Not all Old West personalities matched Masterson’s stature. Some, like Doc
Holliday, were shorter and lighter, while others such as Wild Bill Hickok
were taller and more robust. These differences affected their personal styles
and effectiveness in various roles.

Summary of Physical Attributes of Old West Figures

Bat Masterson: 5'9", 160-170 lbs

Wyatt Earp: 5'10", ~180 lbs

Wild Bill Hickok: 6'0", ~180-190 lbs

Doc Holliday: 5'7", ~130-140 lbs

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Bat Masterson's height?

Bat Masterson was approximately 5 feet 9 inches (175 cm) tall.

How much did Bat Masterson weigh during his lifetime?

Bat Masterson weighed around 160 pounds (73 kg).

Was Bat Masterson considered tall for his time?

At 5 feet 9 inches, Bat Masterson was about average height for a man in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.



Did Bat Masterson’s physical stature contribute to
his reputation?

Yes, his athletic build and height helped him in his roles as a lawman and
gambler, contributing to his reputation as a formidable figure.

Are there any photographs that show Bat Masterson’s
height and build?

Yes, several historical photographs depict Bat Masterson, showing his lean
and athletic physique consistent with his recorded height and weight.

How does Bat Masterson's height compare to other
famous Old West lawmen?

Bat Masterson's height of 5'9" was similar to other lawmen of the era, such
as Wyatt Earp, who was about 5'7" to 5'9".

Did Bat Masterson's weight fluctuate during his
career?

There is no detailed record of significant weight changes, but as a
physically active man, his weight likely remained fairly consistent around
160 pounds.

Where can I find reliable information about Bat
Masterson's height and weight?

Reliable information about Bat Masterson's height and weight can be found in
historical biographies, archives on Old West figures, and reputable history
websites.

Additional Resources
1. Bat Masterson: The Man Behind the Legend
This biography delves into the life of Bat Masterson, exploring his career as
a lawman, gambler, and sports writer. It provides detailed insights into his
physical stature, including his height and weight, which contributed to his
commanding presence in the Old West. The book also examines how his physique
influenced his reputation and effectiveness.

2. The Life and Times of Bat Masterson
A comprehensive historical account of Bat Masterson's journey from a frontier
lawman to a prominent figure in New York City. The book highlights aspects of
his physical characteristics, emphasizing how his height and weight played
roles in his encounters and public image. Readers gain an understanding of
how his physicality was part of his identity.

3. Bat Masterson: Height, Weight, and Western Legacy
Focusing specifically on the physical attributes of Bat Masterson, this book
analyzes records and eyewitness accounts to paint a picture of his stature.
It discusses how his height and weight compared to his contemporaries and how
these factors impacted his life and career. The narrative intertwines his



physical description with his legendary exploits.

4. Western Legends: Bat Masterson’s Physical and Personal Profile
This book profiles several Old West figures, with a dedicated chapter on Bat
Masterson’s height and weight. It provides context about how physical traits
affected lawmen and gunslingers in the late 19th century. The work also
includes photographs and illustrations to give readers a visual sense of
Masterson’s build.

5. Bat Masterson: A Lawman’s Stature and Strength
Exploring the correlation between Bat Masterson’s physical size and his
effectiveness as a lawman, this book offers detailed descriptions of his
height and weight. It argues that his physical presence was a key element in
his ability to maintain order and command respect. The book also compares
Masterson to other notable figures based on size and strength.

6. The Physicality of Bat Masterson: Height, Weight, and Influence
This study assesses how Bat Masterson’s physical characteristics influenced
his role in Western history. It draws from historical documents and personal
testimonies to establish his height and weight. The author connects these
traits to Masterson’s social interactions and professional achievements.

7. Bat Masterson: Measuring a Western Icon
A detailed examination of Bat Masterson’s height and weight as part of his
larger legacy. The book includes analyses of contemporary reports and
personal letters that mention his size. It provides a nuanced view of how his
physical measurements contributed to his mythos.

8. From Frontier to Fame: Bat Masterson’s Physical Profile
This narrative traces Bat Masterson’s transformation from a rugged frontier
figure to a celebrated public personality, with attention to his height and
weight. It examines how changes in his physique over time reflected his
evolving roles. The book also discusses the cultural significance of his
stature.

9. Bat Masterson: The Man, The Myth, The Measurements
Combining biography and physical analysis, this book explores the myths
surrounding Bat Masterson’s height and weight. It separates fact from fiction
using historical evidence and expert commentary. Readers come away with a
clearer understanding of how his physical traits shaped both his life and
legend.
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  bat masterson height and weight: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14
The legend of Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an
acquaintance duped a New YorkSun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter.
That he later moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is
one of history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William
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Barclay “Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his
later legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New YorkMorning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”
  bat masterson height and weight: The Notorious Luke Short Jack DeMattos, Chuck
Parsons, 2015-06-15 Often times the smaller the man, the harder the punch--this adage was true in
the case of diminutive Luke Short, whose brief span of years played out in the Wild West. His
adventures began as a teenage cowboy who followed the trail from Texas to the Kansas railheads.
He then served as a scout for the U.S. Army during the Indian wars and, finally, he perfected his
skills as a gambler in locations that included Leadville, Tombstone, Dodge City, and Fort Worth. In
1883, in what became known as the Dodge City War, he banded together with Wyatt Earp, Bat
Masterson, and others to protect his ownership interests in the Long Branch Saloon--an event
commemorated by the famous Dodge City Peace Commission photograph. The irony is that Luke
Short is best remembered for being the winning gunfighter in two of the most celebrated
showdowns in Old West history: the shootout with Charlie Storms in Tombstone, Arizona, and the
showdown against Jim Courtright in Fort Worth, Texas. He would have hated that. During his
lifetime, Luke Short became one of the best known sporting men in the United States, and one of the
wealthiest. He had been a partner in the Long Branch Saloon in Dodge City, as well as the White
Elephant in Fort Worth. He became friends with other wealthy sporting men, such as William H.
Harris, Jake Johnson, and Bat Masterson, who helped broaden his gaming interests to include
thoroughbred horse racing and boxing. Before he died he would become a familiar figure in Chicago,
Memphis, New Orleans, and Saratoga Springs, where he raced his string of horses. He traveled with
other wealthy sporting men in private railroad cars to attend heavyweight championship fights. Luke
Short was always a little man dealing in big games. He married the beautiful Hattie Buck, who could
turns heads at all the top resorts they visited as man and wife. Jack DeMattos and Chuck Parsons
have researched deeply into all records to produce the first serious biography of Luke Short,
revealing in full the epitome of a sporting man of the Wild West.
  bat masterson height and weight: Wanted: Clint Adams J.R. Roberts, SOMEONE'S
GUNNING FOR THE GUNSMITH Ambushed by an unknown assailant, Clint Adams shoots him down
in self-defense. Among his would-be killer's possessions, he finds a wanted poster for a $2,500
reward—bearing his name and likeness...and the words Dead or Alive. But missing from the poster is
the identity of the party offering the reward... Someone's been posting the false bounty throughout
the West, riling up every bounty hunter and desperate cowpoke willing to risk their lives to claim it.
Following the trail, Clint discovers who wants him dead—it's someone he's never met before, and
someone who has every reason for revenge...
  bat masterson height and weight: The Leatherneck , 1989
  bat masterson height and weight: The Ham Reporter Robert J. Randisi , Robert Randisi has
long been held as a master of the genre.—Michael Connelly Bat Masterson is no longer a sheriff in
the Old West. He's moved East to New York City where he gets a job as a sport's writer for The
Morning Telegraph. But when his friend and fellow-newsman, Inkspot Jones, disappears,
Masterson’s wife Emma asks if he could look into it as a favor to the man's wife. Old habits die hard,



and Masterson enlists the aid of young Damon Runyon to play detective and try to locate the missing
Inkspot. It doesn't look hopeful—Inkspot had something on somebody, and that somebody may have
decided to play rough. Pretty soon they're up to their eyeballs in crooked politicians, hired thugs and
a woman of mystery. And it's before it's done, Bat may have to strap on his Colt again for some
old-fashioned Western justice. Randisi gives us the real story. Masterson ended up in New York
working on a newspaper as a columnist and reporter. And because he was outspoken he got into one
hell of a lot of trouble. Randisi brings the city to real life, high and low alike. There's a particularly
good chapter on the street gangs of New York. A fine, rich novel that just about any reader will enjoy
and appreciate. —Ed Gorman The astonishingly prolific Randisi . . .may be one of the last true pulp
writers. The Ham Reporter (1986) is an enjoyable romp through 1911 New York City, in which
crime-solving duo Bat Masterson and Damon Runyon's search for a missing sportswriter leads them
into a world of thrown fights, crooked cops, and powerful Mob bosses. —Booklist
  bat masterson height and weight: Criminal Justice Processes and Procedures Julian R.
Hanley, 1983
  bat masterson height and weight: Facts and Figures of the American West C. T. Eriksen,
1963
  bat masterson height and weight: Retired United States Marshals Association
Millennium History , 2001
  bat masterson height and weight: AMERICA'S HISTORYLANDS , 1962
  bat masterson height and weight: Farmers' Guide , 1898
  bat masterson height and weight: Car and Driver , 1997
  bat masterson height and weight: Tango Kimberley White, 2003-11-01 Unable to get back
into a car after a tragic accident, twenty-five-year-old preservation architect Kendall Masterson finds
unexpected love with a forty-year-old airline pilot who helps her get over her fear, but her father is
determined to put an end to their relationship. Original.
  bat masterson height and weight: The Great Fights Bert Randolph Sugar, 1981
  bat masterson height and weight: America's Historylands National Geographic Book
Service, 1962 Companion volume to America's wonderlands.
  bat masterson height and weight: Southwestern Aviation , 1956
  bat masterson height and weight: Nat Fleischer's All-time Ring Record Book ... Nat
Fleischer, 1943
  bat masterson height and weight: Restless Wind James Dale Philp, 1995 Thomas Philp was
born 3 June 1797 in Mylor, Cornwall, England. His parents were Robert Kemp Philp and Thomasin
O'Brien. Thomas and his brother, James, emigrated and settled in Ontario. Thomas moved on to
Gallipolis, Ohio where he met and married Elizabeth Baltzell in 1825. They had eight children. They
lived in Kentucky and then moved to Jefferson County, Illinois in 1839. Thomas died in 1855.
Descendants and relatives lived mainly in Illinois and Colorado.
  bat masterson height and weight: TV Guide , 1959
  bat masterson height and weight: the First 50 Years of Broadcasting , 1982
  bat masterson height and weight: Sports Car Graphic , 1966
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