
apush 2019 free response questions

apush 2019 free response questions represent a critical component of the Advanced Placement United States
History exam, designed to assess students’ analytical skills, historical knowledge, and ability to craft
coherent arguments. These questions require examinees to respond in essay format to prompts that cover
significant events, themes, and developments in U.S. history. Understanding the structure and content of the
apush 2019 free response questions is essential for students aiming to excel on the exam. This article provides
an in-depth analysis of the 2019 free response questions, including the types of questions, the historical
periods covered, and effective strategies for tackling them. Additionally, it explores how these questions align
with the College Board’s curriculum framework and offers tips for time management and essay organization. The
following sections will help clarify what students can expect from the apush 2019 free response questions
and how to approach them for optimal results.
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Historical Themes and Periods Covered

Strategies for Answering APUSH 2019 Free Response Questions

Scoring Guidelines and Rubrics

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Overview of the APUSH 2019 Free Response Questions

The apush 2019 free response questions comprised three distinct prompts that tested students’ abilities to
analyze historical evidence, construct arguments, and demonstrate a nuanced understanding of American
history. These questions are a vital part of the APUSH exam, accounting for a significant portion of the
overall score. The 2019 exam maintained the format established in previous years, including a Document-Based
Question (DBQ) and two Long Essay Questions (LEQs). Each question requires students to synthesize
information from multiple sources or their knowledge of historical context to develop a well-supported
response.

In 2019, the free response section was designed to cover a wide range of historical periods and themes, ensuring
that students had to demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and critical thinking skills. The questions also
reflected the College Board's emphasis on analyzing cause and effect, continuity and change, and comparisons
across different time frames. Understanding the structure and expectations of these questions is crucial for
students preparing for the exam.

Types of Free Response Questions in APUSH 2019

The apush 2019 free response questions included three main question types that are essential components of
the APUSH exam’s free response section. Each type assesses different skills and historical competencies.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)

The DBQ is a unique question type that requires students to analyze a set of historical documents and use



them, along with their own knowledge, to construct a coherent essay. The 2019 DBQ presented a series of
primary and secondary sources related to a specific theme in U.S. history. Students had to develop a thesis and
support it with evidence drawn from both the documents and their understanding of the historical period.

Long Essay Questions (LEQs)

There were two LEQs in the 2019 exam, each focusing on different historical periods or themes. These questions
required students to write essays that respond to a prompt without the aid of provided documents. The LEQs
test students’ ability to formulate a clear thesis, organize their arguments effectively, and use specific
historical examples to support their points.

Comparison and Causation Focus

One of the LEQs often emphasized comparison or causation, asking students to explain similarities and
differences between periods, events, or developments, or to analyze causes and consequences of significant
historical changes. This type of question assesses students’ analytical capabilities and their grasp of
historical processes.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)

Long Essay Questions (LEQs)

Comparison and Causation Essays

Historical Themes and Periods Covered

The apush 2019 free response questions spanned multiple historical themes and periods, reflecting the broad
scope of the APUSH curriculum. The questions required students to engage with key concepts such as
political developments, social changes, economic transformations, and cultural movements in American
history.

Political and Diplomatic History

Several questions focused on political ideologies, government policies, and diplomatic relations that shaped
the United States. Topics often included the evolution of political parties, reform movements, and the impact
of foreign policy decisions.

Social and Cultural Developments

Social history was a prominent theme, with questions addressing issues like immigration, civil rights, gender
roles, and cultural shifts. Students needed to demonstrate an understanding of how social dynamics influenced
and were influenced by broader historical trends.

Economic Changes and Industrialization

Economic transformations, including industrialization, labor movements, and economic policies, were frequently
featured in the free response questions. Analyzing the causes and effects of economic changes was a key aspect



of many essays.

Significant Historical Periods

The 2019 questions covered periods from the colonial era through the 20th century, including but not limited
to:

The American Revolution and Early Republic

Antebellum America and the Civil War

Reconstruction and the Gilded Age

The Progressive Era

The World Wars and the Cold War

Strategies for Answering APUSH 2019 Free Response Questions

Successfully answering the apush 2019 free response questions requires a strategic approach that combines
content knowledge with strong writing skills. Proper preparation and execution can significantly improve
performance on this portion of the exam.

Understanding the Prompt

Careful reading and analysis of the prompt are essential. Students must identify the command words (such as
“analyze,” “compare,” or “describe”) and understand exactly what the question asks. This ensures that essays
remain focused and relevant.

Developing a Strong Thesis

A clear and concise thesis statement is the foundation of a high-scoring essay. The thesis should directly
address the prompt and outline the main argument of the essay, guiding the organization of supporting evidence.

Using Evidence Effectively

For the DBQ, students should integrate evidence from the provided documents alongside their own knowledge. In
LEQs, reliance on accurate and specific historical examples is critical. Evidence must be explained and linked to
the thesis to strengthen the argument.

Organizing the Essay

Logical structure and coherent paragraphs help convey ideas clearly. An effective essay typically includes an
introduction with a thesis, several body paragraphs that develop distinct points, and a conclusion that
summarizes the argument.



Time Management

Allocating time wisely is crucial. Students should plan to spend a few minutes outlining their essay before
writing, leaving time to review and revise their responses to correct errors and clarify ideas.

Carefully analyze the prompt1.

Formulate a clear thesis2.

Use specific and relevant evidence3.

Organize the essay logically4.

Manage time effectively5.

Scoring Guidelines and Rubrics

The College Board provides detailed scoring rubrics for the apush 2019 free response questions, which outline
the criteria used by graders to evaluate essays. Understanding these rubrics can help students target their
responses to meet scoring expectations.

Document-Based Question Rubric

The DBQ rubric awards points for thesis, use of documents, contextualization, evidence beyond the documents,
and analysis of historical reasoning skills such as causation or comparison. Essays must demonstrate a
balanced and well-supported argument.

Long Essay Question Rubric

For LEQs, scoring focuses on the clarity of the thesis, use of evidence, historical reasoning, and essay
organization. Essays that effectively address the prompt and provide insightful analysis earn higher scores.

Common Scoring Criteria

Across all free response questions, the following criteria are emphasized:

Thesis/Claim: Clear and historically defensible

Contextualization: Placing the topic within broader historical events

Evidence: Use of specific examples to support arguments

Analysis and Reasoning: Explaining relationships and significance

Organization: Logical and coherent structure



Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Students often face challenges when responding to apush 2019 free response questions, but with preparation
and practice, these obstacles can be managed effectively.

Interpreting Complex Prompts

Some prompts may contain multifaceted questions or require understanding of nuanced historical themes.
Breaking down the prompt into manageable parts and annotating key terms helps clarify expectations.

Incorporating Documents in DBQs

Students sometimes struggle to use documents effectively without simply summarizing them. To overcome this,
it is important to analyze the purpose, point of view, and context of each document and explain how it
supports the thesis.

Balancing Breadth and Depth

Providing too broad a response can dilute the essay’s focus, while too narrow a response may lack sufficient
evidence. Planning the essay outline before writing can help maintain a balance between comprehensive coverage
and detailed analysis.

Writing Under Time Constraints

Practicing timed essays and developing a consistent essay-writing routine can improve speed and confidence.
Prioritizing clarity over complexity ensures that essays remain understandable and on-topic.

Break down complex prompts

Analyze documents rather than summarize

Plan essays to balance coverage and detail

Practice timed writing regularly

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are commonly covered in the APUSH 2019 free response
questions?

The APUSH 2019 free response questions commonly cover topics such as American political development,
social movements, economic changes, and key events from various periods in U.S. history, including the
Progressive Era, the Civil War, and the Cold War.



How should students approach the APUSH 2019 Document-Based Question
(DBQ)?

Students should carefully analyze the provided documents, develop a clear thesis, use evidence from the
documents and their own knowledge, and organize their essay coherently to effectively answer the APUSH
2019 DBQ.

What skills are tested by the APUSH 2019 Long Essay Question (LEQ)?

The APUSH 2019 LEQ tests students' abilities to construct a well-supported historical argument,
demonstrate chronological reasoning, provide specific evidence, and analyze historical causation or
comparison depending on the prompt.

Where can I find official APUSH 2019 free response questions for practice?

Official APUSH 2019 free response questions can be found on the College Board's AP Central website, which
provides past exam questions, scoring guidelines, and sample student responses for practice.

What is a recommended strategy for managing time during the APUSH 2019
free response section?

A recommended strategy is to allocate time wisely by spending about 15 minutes planning and outlining each
essay, writing efficiently to cover all parts of the question, and leaving a few minutes to review and revise
answers before time ends.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering APUSH: Strategies for 2019 Free Response Questions
This comprehensive guide focuses on effective strategies to tackle the 2019 AP U.S. History free response
questions. It breaks down the question types, offers sample outlines, and provides tips on time management.
Students will benefit from detailed explanations of how to develop strong thesis statements and use
historical evidence effectively.

2. APUSH 2019 FRQ Practice and Analysis
Designed for students preparing for the 2019 APUSH exam, this book offers a collection of free response
questions with model answers. Each question is followed by an in-depth analysis highlighting key points and
scoring criteria. It also includes practice exercises to help improve writing clarity and argumentation skills.

3. Writing the Perfect APUSH Free Response: 2019 Edition
This title emphasizes writing techniques specifically tailored to the 2019 APUSH free response section. It
guides students through crafting coherent essays with strong thesis statements and well-organized
paragraphs. The book also includes sample responses from the 2019 exam, annotated to show what earned top
scores.

4. AP U.S. History Free Response Questions: 2019 Insights and Answers
Focusing on the 2019 APUSH free response questions, this book provides a detailed breakdown of each
prompt’s historical context and key themes. It offers model answers that demonstrate how to integrate
evidence and analysis effectively. The text also explores common pitfalls and how to avoid them during the
exam.

5. 2019 APUSH Free Response Question Workbook
This workbook is filled with practice questions modeled after the 2019 APUSH free response section. Students
can work through prompts and then compare their responses with detailed sample essays. The book also
includes tips for developing strong arguments and managing time during the test.



6. APUSH 2019: Thematic Essays and Free Response Preparation
Targeting thematic essays from the 2019 APUSH exam, this book helps students understand major themes and
how to approach related free response questions. It provides outlines, sample responses, and analysis of
scoring patterns. The book is ideal for students seeking to deepen their thematic knowledge and writing skills.

7. 2019 APUSH Free Response Question Review and Strategies
This guide reviews all the free response questions from the 2019 APUSH exam and offers strategic advice for
answering them. It includes tips on thesis development, use of evidence, and synthesis. Additionally, the book
presents common student mistakes and ways to improve essay scores.

8. Historical Thinking Skills for APUSH 2019 Free Response
Emphasizing historical thinking skills such as comparison, causation, and continuity/change, this book prepares
students for the 2019 APUSH free response questions. It provides exercises to develop these skills and
demonstrates how to apply them in essay writing. The text is perfect for students aiming to build analytical
skills required for high-scoring responses.

9. APUSH Free Response Question Guide: 2019 Exam Edition
This guide offers a comprehensive overview of the 2019 APUSH free response questions, including detailed
explanations and scoring rubrics. It teaches students how to interpret prompts and organize their essays
effectively. The book also includes practice prompts and annotated sample answers to help students prepare
thoroughly.
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Higher Score in Less Time! At REA, we invented the quick-review study guide for AP® exams. A
decade later, REA’s Crash Course® remains the top choice for AP® students who want to make the
most of their study time and earn a high score. Here’s why more AP® teachers and students turn to
REA’s AP® U.S. History Crash Course® than any other study guide of its kind: Targeted Review -
Study Only What You Need to Know. REA’s all-new 5th edition addresses all the latest test revisions.
Our Crash Course® is based on an in-depth analysis of the revised AP® U.S.History course and
exam description and sample AP® test questions. We cover only the information tested on the exam,
so you can make the most of your valuable study time. Expert Test-taking Strategies and Advice.
Written by a veteran AP® U.S. History teacher, the book gives you the topics and critical context
that will matter most on exam day. Crash Course® relies on the author’s extensive analysis of the
test’s structure and content. By following his advice, you can boost your score. Practice questions – a
mini-practice test in the book, a full-length practice exam online. Are you ready for your exam? Try
our focused practice set inside the book. Then go online to take our full-length practice exam. You’ll
get the benefits of timed testing, detailed answers, and automatic scoring that pinpoints your
performance based on the official AP® exam topics – so you can count down with confidence to test
day. When it’s crunch time and your Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need
REA’s Crash Course® for AP® U.S. History!
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