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ap government course textbook materials serve as essential resources for students preparing to

understand the complexities of American politics and government. These textbooks provide

comprehensive coverage of the foundational concepts, institutions, policies, and political behavior that

define the U.S. political system. Designed specifically for Advanced Placement courses, an ap

government course textbook offers in-depth analysis, clear explanations, and practice questions to help

students excel on the AP exam. This article explores the key features of an ap government course

textbook, evaluates popular options, and provides guidance on selecting the most effective textbook for

academic success. The discussion also includes an overview of study strategies and supplementary

materials that complement the core textbook content. Below is the table of contents outlining the main

sections covered in this article.
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Understanding the Role of an AP Government Course Textbook

An ap government course textbook plays a crucial role in providing students with a structured

framework to study the principles of American government. It introduces learners to the Constitution,



federalism, civil liberties, political ideologies, and the electoral process. These textbooks are carefully

tailored to align with the AP curriculum and exam requirements, ensuring comprehensive topic

coverage and relevance.

Beyond content delivery, an AP government textbook serves as a reference guide for review and exam

preparation. It often includes practice questions, sample essays, and summaries that help reinforce

key concepts. Instructors rely on these textbooks to organize lesson plans and facilitate classroom

discussions, making them indispensable in the learning process.

The Importance of Curriculum Alignment

Curriculum alignment ensures that the textbook content matches the College Board’s AP Government

course framework. This alignment is vital for effective learning and exam preparation. Textbooks

aligned with the AP curriculum address all required topics, including the three branches of government,

civil rights and liberties, political participation, and public policy.

Comprehensive Coverage of Government Concepts

AP government textbooks cover a broad range of subjects, from the historical foundations of the U.S.

political system to contemporary political issues. This breadth allows students to gain a thorough

understanding of how government operates at the federal, state, and local levels. Detailed

explanations of institutions like Congress, the presidency, and the Supreme Court are standard

features.

Key Features to Look for in an AP Government Course

Textbook

When selecting an ap government course textbook, several key features contribute to its effectiveness

as a learning tool. These features ensure that students receive clear, accurate, and engaging content

aligned with AP standards.



Clear and Concise Explanations

An effective textbook breaks down complex political concepts into accessible language, using

examples and illustrations to enhance comprehension. Clear explanations help students grasp difficult

topics such as federalism, judicial review, and the intricacies of the legislative process.

Inclusion of Practice Questions and Exam Tips

Practice questions modeled after the AP exam format are essential for reinforcing learning and self-

assessment. Many textbooks include multiple-choice questions, free-response prompts, and exam

strategies to improve test-taking skills and confidence.

Updated and Relevant Content

Government and politics are dynamic fields; therefore, textbooks must be regularly updated to reflect

current events, legal decisions, and political trends. Up-to-date content keeps students informed and

better prepared for essay prompts and multiple-choice questions related to recent developments.

Supporting Visual Aids

Charts, graphs, timelines, and political cartoons enhance understanding by providing visual

representations of data and historical events. These aids help students retain information and make

connections between different government concepts.

Engaging Supplementary Materials

Features such as chapter summaries, key terms, and review activities support retention and mastery.

Some textbooks also offer online resources, quizzes, and interactive content that complement the

printed material and cater to diverse learning styles.



Popular AP Government Course Textbook Options

Several widely recognized textbooks dominate the AP Government course market, each known for its

quality content and alignment with AP standards. Choosing among these options depends on factors

such as teaching style, student preferences, and budget.

“Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy” by George C.

Edwards III

This textbook is praised for its comprehensive coverage and engaging writing style. It presents

complex material clearly, supported by current examples and case studies. The book emphasizes

policy analysis and political behavior, making it a popular choice among AP instructors.

“American Government: Institutions and Policies” by James Q. Wilson

and John J. DiIulio Jr.

Known for its rigorous academic approach, this textbook offers detailed explanations and thorough

content. It includes extensive practice questions and real-world applications, catering to students who

seek in-depth understanding and exam readiness.

“AP U.S. Government & Politics Crash Course” by The Princeton

Review

This concise guide complements full-length textbooks by providing focused review material and test-

taking strategies. It is ideal for last-minute exam preparation or as a supplementary resource for

reinforcing key concepts.



“Barron's AP U.S. Government and Politics”

Barron's textbook combines content review with practice tests and quizzes. It is well-regarded for its

accessible language and helpful study aids, making it suitable for students needing structured

guidance throughout the course.

How to Effectively Use an AP Government Course Textbook

Maximizing the benefits of an ap government course textbook requires strategic study approaches.

Proper utilization enhances comprehension, retention, and performance on the AP exam.

Regular Reading and Note-Taking

Consistent reading of assigned chapters with active note-taking helps students internalize information

and identify key themes. Annotating the textbook by highlighting important passages and writing

margin notes facilitates review.

Completing Practice Questions

Engaging with practice questions at the end of each chapter or in supplemental materials allows

students to assess their understanding and identify areas needing improvement. Timed practice

sessions simulate exam conditions and build test stamina.

Utilizing Summaries and Review Sections

Chapter summaries and review questions provide concise recaps of essential content. Regularly

revisiting these sections helps reinforce learning and prepare for cumulative exams and essays.



Integrating Textbook Study with Classroom Instruction

Coordinating textbook study with lectures and discussions ensures that students can connect abstract

concepts with practical examples. Teachers often emphasize key points from the textbook, guiding

students toward exam-relevant material.

Supplementary Resources to Enhance Learning

In addition to an ap government course textbook, various supplementary resources can deepen

understanding and support exam success. These resources complement textbook content and address

diverse learning needs.

Online Practice Tests and Quizzes

Numerous websites offer free and paid practice exams that mirror the AP Government test format.

These tools provide immediate feedback and help students track progress over time.

Flashcards for Key Terms and Concepts

Flashcards enable active recall and spaced repetition of important vocabulary, court cases, and

political theories. Both physical flashcards and digital apps serve this purpose effectively.

AP Government Review Books

Review books condense textbook content into manageable summaries and highlight exam strategies.

They are particularly useful for final exam preparation and quick content refreshers.



Educational Videos and Lectures

Video content from educational platforms offers visual and auditory explanations of complex topics.

These resources support varied learning preferences and clarify challenging material.

Study Groups and Tutoring

Collaborative study and professional tutoring provide personalized support and opportunities for

discussion. Peer learning encourages deeper engagement and diverse perspectives on government

topics.

Final Notes on AP Government Course Textbook Selection

Choosing the right ap government course textbook is vital for comprehensive preparation and

academic success. Students and educators should consider content quality, alignment with the AP

curriculum, supplemental materials, and ease of understanding. When used effectively alongside

additional resources and study techniques, a well-chosen textbook can significantly enhance

knowledge acquisition and exam performance in AP Government courses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best textbook for AP Government course?

One of the best textbooks for AP Government is 'Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy'

by George C. Edwards III, Martin P. Wattenberg, and Robert L. Lineberry, as it is comprehensive and

widely used in AP courses.



Does the AP Government course textbook cover the Constitution in

detail?

Yes, AP Government textbooks typically cover the U.S. Constitution in great detail, including its

principles, articles, amendments, and interpretations, as it is a core topic of the curriculum.

Are there any free or online versions of AP Government course

textbooks?

Some publishers and educational websites offer free or low-cost online resources and textbooks for AP

Government, such as OpenStax or College Board’s official materials, but full textbooks are often paid.

How frequently are AP Government course textbooks updated?

AP Government textbooks are usually updated every few years to reflect current political events,

recent Supreme Court cases, and changes in government structure or policy.

What supplementary materials come with AP Government textbooks?

Many AP Government textbooks come with supplementary materials such as practice tests, review

questions, online quizzes, teacher guides, and interactive activities to help students prepare for the AP

exam.

Can AP Government course textbooks help with the AP exam

preparation?

Yes, AP Government textbooks are designed to align with the AP curriculum and exam format,

providing thorough content coverage and practice questions that help students prepare effectively for

the AP exam.



Are AP Government course textbooks suitable for self-study?

AP Government textbooks are generally suitable for self-study as they include detailed explanations,

examples, and review materials; however, some students may benefit from additional resources like

video lectures or tutoring.

Additional Resources

1. American Government: Institutions and Policies

This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth look at the structure and functions of the U.S.

government. It covers topics such as the Constitution, federalism, political institutions, civil liberties,

and public policy. The book is well-known for its balanced approach and detailed analysis, making it a

staple for AP Government students.

2. AP U.S. Government and Politics Crash Course

Designed specifically for AP students, this concise guide provides a focused review of key concepts,

terms, and case studies. It includes practice questions and test-taking strategies to help students

prepare efficiently for the AP exam. The Crash Course format makes complex topics more accessible

and easier to understand.

3. Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy

This textbook emphasizes the role of citizens in the American political system and the impact of public

policy. It presents current events alongside foundational concepts to connect theory with real-world

applications. The book also includes engaging visuals and interactive resources to enhance learning.

4. AP U.S. Government & Politics All Access

A thorough resource that combines content review with practice exams and quizzes, this book is ideal

for exam preparation. It breaks down essential topics such as political beliefs, institutions,

policymaking, and civil rights. The All Access edition also offers online components for additional study

support.



5. Essentials of American Government: Roots and Reform

This text traces the historical foundations of American government while exploring contemporary

political issues. It is praised for its clear explanations and emphasis on critical thinking. Students

benefit from its balanced coverage of both the theoretical and practical aspects of government.

6. AP U.S. Government and Politics Prep Plus

Focusing on exam readiness, this guide includes detailed content reviews, practice questions, and test

strategies. It aligns closely with the AP curriculum and is updated regularly to reflect changes in the

exam format. The book is a valuable tool for reinforcing knowledge and boosting confidence.

7. Understanding American Government

This book provides a straightforward introduction to the key elements of U.S. government and politics.

It is accessible for beginners and covers topics such as the Constitution, branches of government,

political parties, and civil rights. The clear language and structured layout make it ideal for AP

students.

8. The Challenge of Democracy: American Government in Global Politics

Blending domestic and international perspectives, this textbook explores how the U.S. government

operates within a global context. It addresses issues like foreign policy, international relations, and the

impact of globalization on American democracy. The book encourages students to think critically about

the role of government in a connected world.

9. AP U.S. Government and Politics: An Essential Coursebook

This essential coursebook offers a thorough overview of the AP Government curriculum with clear

explanations and relevant examples. It integrates current political events to illustrate concepts and

includes practice exercises to test understanding. The book is designed to support both classroom

learning and independent study.
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  ap government course textbook: American Government: Stories of a Nation Scott Abernathy,
Karen Waples, 2018-12-05 This new offering from AP® teacher Karen Waples and college professor
Scott Abernathy is tailor-made to help teachers and students transition to the redesigned AP® U. S.
Government and Politics course. Carefully aligned to the course framework, this brief book is loaded
with instructional tools to help you and your students meet the demands of the new course, such as
integrated skills instruction, coverage of required cases and documents, public policy threaded
throughout the book, and AP® practice after every chapter and unit, all in a simple organization that
will ease your course planning and save you time. We’ve got you covered! With a program
specifically tailored for the new AP® framework and exam. With a brief student edition that students
will read and enjoy. With pedagogy and features that prepare students for the AP® exam like no
other book on the market. With a teacher edition and resources that save you time in transitioning to
the new course. With professional development to help you transition your instruction.
  ap government course textbook: AP® U.S. History Crash Course Book + Online Larry
Krieger, 2017-02-28 AP® U.S. History Crash Course® A Higher Score in Less Time! 4th Edition -
Fully Aligned with the Latest Exam Framework REA's AP® U.S. History Crash Course® is the top
choice for the last-minute studier or any APUSH student who wants a quick refresher on the course.
Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced Placement® U.S. History
exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the test? Do you wish there
was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this sounds like you, don't
panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. History is just what you need. Our Crash Course gives you:
Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know Our all-new fourth edition
addresses all the latest test revisions which took effect in 2016, including the full range of special
AP® question types, including comparison, causation, patterns of continuity, and synthesis prompts
(which require test-takers to make connections between historical periods, issues, and themes).
  ap government course textbook: American Government Scott Franklin Abernathy, Karen
Waples, 2021
  ap government course textbook: AP® U.S. History Crash Course, 4th Ed., Book + Online
Larry Krieger, 2017-01-11 Publisher’s Note: For updates to the first printing of the 4th edition of
REA’s Crash Course® for AP® United States History, please visit www.rea.com/apush2018update
AP® U.S. History Crash Course® –A Higher Score in Less Time! 4th Edition – Fully Aligned with the
Latest Exam Framework REA's AP® U.S. History Crash Course® is the top choice for the
last-minute studier or any APUSH student who wants a quick refresher on the course. Are you
crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced Placement® U.S. History exam
yet? Do you wish there was a fast and effective way to study for the exam and boost your score? If
this sounds like you, don’t panic. REA’s Crash Course® for AP® U.S. History is just what you need.
Go with America’s No. 1 quick-review prep for AP® exams to get these outstanding features:
Targeted, Focused Review – Study Only What You Need to Know REA’s all-new 4th edition addresses
all the latest test revisions taking effect through 2018. The book covers the full range of AP® history
reasoning skills (formerly described by the College Board as historical thinking skills), including
“contextualization,” “comparison,” “causation,” and “continuity and change over time,” which
requires test-takers to be conversant in patterns across American history. Our Crash Course®
review is based on an in-depth analysis of the revised AP® U.S. History course description outline
and sample AP® test questions. We cover only the information tested on the exam, so you can make
the most of your valuable study time. Expert Test-taking Strategies and Advice Written and
researched by Larry Krieger, America’s best known and most trusted AP® U.S. History expert, the
book gives you the topics and critical context that will matter most on exam day. Crash Course®
relies on the author’s extensive, strategic analysis of the test’s structure and content. The author

https://explore.gcts.edu/algebra-suggest-009/files?trackid=cJo99-0302&title=unit-algebra.pdf


presents detailed, question-level strategies for answering all APUSH question types. By following his
advice, you can boost your score in every section of the test. Are You Ready for Test Day? Take
REA's Online Practice Exam After studying the Crash Course®, go to the online REA Study Center to
reinforce what you’ve learned with a format-true full-length practice test. Our practice exam
features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic diagnostic scoring that
pinpoints what you know and what you don’t. We give you balanced coverage of every topic and type
of question found on the actual AP® U.S. History exam, so you can be sure you’re studying smart.
Whether you’re using the book as a refresher in the final weeks before the exam, looking for a great
way to stay on track in your AP® class throughout the school year, or want to bolster your prep for
the exam with proven score-raising techniques, Crash Course® is the quick-review study guide
every AP® U.S. History student should have. When it’s crunch time and your Advanced Placement®
exam is just around the corner, you need REA’s Crash Course® for AP® U.S. History!
  ap government course textbook: AP® U.S. History Crash Course, For the 2020 Exam,
Book + Online Larry Krieger, 2020-01-02 For the 2020 Exam! AP® U.S. History Crash Course® A
Higher Score in Less Time! At REA, we invented the quick-review study guide for AP® exams. A
decade later, REA’s Crash Course® remains the top choice for AP® students who want to make the
most of their study time and earn a high score. Here’s why more AP® teachers and students turn to
REA’s AP® U.S. History Crash Course® than any other study guide of its kind: Targeted Review -
Study Only What You Need to Know. REA’s all-new 5th edition addresses all the latest test revisions.
Our Crash Course® is based on an in-depth analysis of the revised AP® U.S.History course and
exam description and sample AP® test questions. We cover only the information tested on the exam,
so you can make the most of your valuable study time. Expert Test-taking Strategies and Advice.
Written by a veteran AP® U.S. History teacher, the book gives you the topics and critical context
that will matter most on exam day. Crash Course® relies on the author’s extensive analysis of the
test’s structure and content. By following his advice, you can boost your score. Practice questions – a
mini-practice test in the book, a full-length practice exam online. Are you ready for your exam? Try
our focused practice set inside the book. Then go online to take our full-length practice exam. You’ll
get the benefits of timed testing, detailed answers, and automatic scoring that pinpoints your
performance based on the official AP® exam topics – so you can count down with confidence to test
day. When it’s crunch time and your Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need
REA’s Crash Course® for AP® U.S. History!
  ap government course textbook: AP U.S. Government and Politics Crash Course Larry
Krieger, 2009-12-04 REA's Crash Course for the AP® U.S. Government & Politics Exam - Gets You a
Higher Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched
student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched
for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced Placement® U.S. Government & Politics
exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the test? Do you wish there
was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this sounds like you, don't
panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. Government & Politics is just what you need. Our Crash
Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know The Crash Course
is based on an in-depth analysis of the AP® U.S. Government & Politics course description outline
and actual AP® test questions. It covers only the information tested on the exam, so you can make
the most of your valuable study time. Our easy-to-read format gives you a crash course in the major
ideas and concepts in government and politics, including constitutional underpinnings of the U.S.
government, political culture, federalism, civil rights/civil liberties, elections & campaigns, congress,
the presidency & the executive branch, and more. Expert Test-taking Strategies Written by a former
AP® teacher, the author’s question-level strategy and advice explains how to handle the
multiple-choice and free-response questions so you can raise your overall point score! Key Terms
You Must Know Mastering AP® vocabulary terms is an easy way to increase your total score. Our
AP® expert gives you the key terms all AP® U.S. Government & Politics students must know before
test day. Take REA's FREE Practice Exam After studying the material in the Crash Course, go to the



online REA Study Center and test what you've learned. Our free practice exam features timed
testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring analysis. The exam is balanced to
include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP® exam, so you know you're studying
the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last minute, looking for extra review, or
want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is the study guide every AP® U.S.
Government & Politics student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your Advanced
Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. Government
& Politics! About the AuthorLarry Krieger earned his B.A. and M.A.T. from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and his M.A. from Wake Forest University. In a career spanning more than
40 years, Mr. Krieger has taught a variety of AP® subjects including American History, World
History, European History, American Government, and Art History. His popular courses were
renowned for their energetic presentations, commitment to scholarship, and helping students
achieve high AP® exam scores.
  ap government course textbook: Presidential Election Update American Government: Stories
of a Nation Scott Abernathy, Karen Waples, 2021-02-02 Finally, an AP® Gov textbook with support
and practice! Written by an AP® U.S. Government and Politics teacher and exam reader, this book
has been carefully built to meet the needs of AP® teachers and students. The text follows the course
organization and focuses on course concepts, practices, reasoning skills, and required cases and
documents. It also provides extensive practice for the AP® exam.
  ap government course textbook: Pamphlet - Dept. of the Army United States. Department
of the Army, 1951
  ap government course textbook: AP® European History Crash Course Book + Online
Larry Krieger, Patti Harrold, 2016-03-22 REA's Crash Course for the AP® European History Exam -
Gets You a Higher Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time About this new exam and test prep:
The new AP® European History exam is structured around five course themes and 19 key concepts
in four different chronological periods, from approximately 1450 to the present. REA's all-new AP®
European History Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or
anyone who wants a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying
for your Advanced Placement® European History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you
need to know before the test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND
boost your score? If this sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® European History
is just what you need. Our Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You
Need to Know The Crash Course is based on an in-depth analysis of the new AP® European History
course description outline and actual AP® test questions. It covers only the information tested on
the exam, so you can make the most of your valuable study time. Written by an AP® European
History expert the targeted review prepares students for the new test by focusing on the new
framework concepts and learning objectives tested on the redesigned AP® European History exam.
Our easy-to-read format gives students a crash course in the historical events, topics, and issues in
European History The book also features must-know terms all AP® European History terms students
should know before test day. Expert Test-taking Strategies With our Crash Course, you can study the
subject faster, learn the crucial material, and boost your AP® score all in less time. Our author
shares detailed question-level strategies and explains the best way to answer the multiple-choice
and free-response questions you'll encounter on test day. By following our expert tips and advice,
you can boost your overall point score! FREE Practice Exam After studying the material in the Crash
Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what you've learned. Our free practice exam
features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring analysis. The exam
is balanced to include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP® exam, so you know
you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last minute, looking for
extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is the test prep every
AP® European History student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your Advanced
Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® European



History!
  ap government course textbook: Textbooks in American Society Philip G. Altbach, Gail P.
Kelly, Hugh G. Petrie, Lois Weis, 1991-09-27 In recent years, textbooks have been widely criticized
for low standards, lack of imaginativeness, and insensitivity to racial and gender issues.
Increasingly, they are cited as another weak link in American public education. This book goes
beyond the headlines to examine how textbooks are produced, how they are selected, and what
pressures are placed on textbook authors and publishers. The book focuses on the relationship of the
textbook to the educational system and includes important issues such as the politics of textbook
policy, the determinants of textbook content, the role of textbooks in educational reform, and the
process of selection at the state level. The authors offer current research on textbook policy
including perspectives from those directly involved with textbooks�from several thoughtful analyses
by textbook editors and publishers to the views of California's Superintendent of Public Instruction.
  ap government course textbook: The Book of AP U. S. Government and Politics Hardy
Thames, 2019-07-18 Textbook, Resourcebook with all 15 cases and 9 documents, and online tools
All-In-One! Written by accomplished veteran APGOPO teacher for use in his class, which he still
teaches. Students can annotate their books using his YouTube videos in which the author uses the
text to emphasize AP specific content. Examples are current, some as late as July 2019! Each
chapter has free companion Quizlets, Socrative quizzes., and Youtube podcasts, Perfect for teachers
who want to flip their classes. Written after the AP redesign, each chapter ties the content to course
primary sources. The Appendix features each of the 15 cases with plenty of room for note-taking
after the author's text.Flip your classroom and up your AP scores! Keep up with his class and lessons
at www.apgopo.com. Hardy Thames has masters degrees in history and education and is National
Board Certified. He is a James Madison Fellow and winner of The Margot Stern Strom National
Award for Teaching from Facing History and Ourselves. He began his career through the
Mississippii Teacher Corps in 1996 and started teaching AP Government at Central High School in
Memphis, TN in 2005. He was selected as a Freedom Writer Teacher in 2009. He now teaches
APGOPO and AP Comparative at Gulfport High School in Gulfport, MS.
  ap government course textbook: Descriptions of Education Manuals Prepared Or
Selected by the Editorial Staff of the United States Armed Forces Institute United States
Armed Forces Institute, 1945
  ap government course textbook: Descriptions of Education Manuals Prepared Or Selected by
the Editorial Staff of the United States Armed Forces Institue United States. Navy Department.
Naval Personnel Bureau, 1945
  ap government course textbook: The Publishers Weekly , 1916
  ap government course textbook: The American Educational Catalogue , 1919
  ap government course textbook: Bulletin of the Public Library of the City of Boston
Boston Public Library, 1923
  ap government course textbook: Bulletin Massachusetts. Board of education. Dept. of
university extension, 1921
  ap government course textbook: Resources in Education , 1987
  ap government course textbook: U.S. Naval Training Bulletin , 1949
  ap government course textbook: Beyond the Boundaries Georgia A. Persons, 2017-09-29 In
the past, African American aspirations for political offi ce were assumed to be limited to areas with
sizeable black population bases. By and large, black candidates have rarely been successful in
statewide or national elections. This has been attributed to several factors: limited resources
available to African American candidates, or identifi cation with a black liberationist ideological
thrust. Other factors have been a relatively small and spatially concentrated primary support base of
black voters, and the persistent resistance of many white voters to support black candidates. For
these reasons, the possibility of black candidates winning elections to national offi ce was
presumably just a dream. Conventional wisdom conceded a virtual cap on both the possible number
of black elected officials and the level of elective offi ce to which they could ascend. But objective



political analysis has not always made sufficient allowances for the more universal phenomenon of
individual political ambitions. Th e contributors to this volume explore the ways ambitious
individuals identifi ed and seized upon strategies that are expanding the boundaries of African
American electoral politics. This volume is anchored by a symposium that focuses on new possibiities
in African American politics. Both the electoral contests of 2006 and the Barack Obama presidential
campaign represent an emergent dynamic in American electoral politics. Analysts are beginning to
agree that the contours of social change now make the electoral successes of black candidates who
are perceived as ideologically and culturally mainstream increasingly likely. The debate captured in
this volume will likely inspire further scholarly inquiry into the changing nature and dimensions of
the larger dynamic of race in American politics and the subsequent changing political fortunes of
African American candidates.
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