
ann patchett novels

ann patchett novels have garnered significant acclaim for their compelling narratives, rich
character development, and evocative prose. As a distinguished American author, Ann Patchett has
contributed a series of novels that explore complex themes such as family dynamics, identity, love,
and loss. Her works are celebrated not only for their storytelling but also for their insightful
examination of human relationships and moral dilemmas. This article provides an in-depth look at
Ann Patchett’s most notable novels, their themes, and their impact on contemporary literature.
Additionally, it explores the stylistic elements that define her writing and offers a comprehensive
overview of her contribution to the literary world. Readers interested in literary fiction and modern
American authors will find this guide valuable for understanding Ann Patchett’s place among
contemporary novelists. The following sections will discuss her major works, thematic concerns,
narrative style, and critical reception.
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Overview of Ann Patchett’s Literary Career
Ann Patchett began her literary career in the early 1990s and quickly established herself as a
prominent voice in American fiction. Her novels often blend elements of literary fiction with
accessible storytelling, appealing to a broad audience while maintaining critical depth. Over the
years, she has published multiple novels that have been translated into various languages,
enhancing her international reputation. Patchett’s background includes a strong focus on narrative
clarity and emotional resonance, which has become a hallmark of her work. Her contributions
extend beyond writing novels, as she is also known for her essays and involvement in the literary
community, including co-owning a bookstore that fosters literary culture.

Notable Ann Patchett Novels
Among the ann patchett novels, several stand out for their popularity and critical acclaim. These
works highlight her ability to craft intricate stories with compelling characters and thought-
provoking themes.



Bel Canto (2001)
Bel Canto is arguably Patchett’s most celebrated novel, winning the PEN/Faulkner Award and the
Orange Prize for Fiction. The story revolves around a hostage situation in an unnamed South
American country, where a group of strangers is held captive. Through the evolving relationships
between captors and captives, Patchett explores themes of love, music, and cultural clash. The
novel’s lyrical prose and emotional depth have made it a favorite among readers and critics alike.

State of Wonder (2011)
Set partly in the Amazon rainforest, State of Wonder follows a pharmacologist who embarks on a
journey to find her missing colleague. The novel delves into scientific exploration, ethical questions,
and the mysteries of nature. Patchett’s vivid descriptions and suspenseful plot contribute to a
gripping narrative that examines human ambition and the unknown.

Commonwealth (2016)
Commonwealth is a multigenerational family saga that begins with an unexpected event at a
christening party and spans decades. The novel intricately depicts the complexities of blended
families, memory, and the passage of time. Known for its rich character development,
Commonwealth showcases Patchett’s skill in portraying realistic family dynamics and emotional
truths.

Other Works
Additional notable ann patchett novels include:

The Patron Saint of Liars (1992) – Patchett’s debut novel, exploring themes of motherhood and
escape.

Run (2007) – A story about two brothers and the impact of political and personal history on
their lives.

Taft (short story, 2018) – Although not a novel, this story reflects Patchett’s narrative style and
thematic concerns.

Themes and Motifs in Ann Patchett Novels
Ann Patchett’s novels consistently engage with recurring themes and motifs that deepen the
reader’s experience and understanding of her stories. These elements contribute to the lasting
appeal and literary significance of her work.



Family and Relationships
One of the central themes in ann patchett novels is the exploration of family ties and interpersonal
relationships. Her characters often navigate complex familial situations, revealing the nuances of
love, loyalty, and conflict. Whether through biological bonds or chosen families, Patchett examines
how relationships shape identity and influence life choices.

Identity and Self-Discovery
Many of Patchett’s protagonists undergo journeys of self-discovery, confronting personal challenges
and societal expectations. This motif allows for introspective narratives that resonate with readers
facing similar questions about purpose and belonging.

Ethics and Morality
Ethical dilemmas frequently arise in her novels, prompting characters to make difficult decisions
that test their values. This theme is particularly prominent in works like State of Wonder, where
scientific research intersects with moral questions.

Music and Art
In novels such as Bel Canto, music serves as a powerful motif symbolizing connection and
transcendence. Artistic expression often acts as a bridge between disparate characters and cultures.

Narrative Style and Characterization
Ann Patchett’s narrative style is characterized by clear, elegant prose and a focus on detailed
character development. Her storytelling techniques enhance the thematic complexity of her novels
while maintaining accessibility for readers.

Point of View and Structure
Patchett frequently employs multiple perspectives to provide a multifaceted view of the story. This
approach allows for a deeper understanding of character motivations and plot development. The
structure of her novels often involves nonlinear timelines or interwoven narratives, enriching the
storytelling.

Character Depth and Realism
Characters in ann patchett novels are carefully crafted with psychological depth and realism.
Patchett avoids stereotypes, instead presenting fully realized individuals with strengths, flaws, and
evolving dynamics. This attention to characterization fosters reader empathy and engagement.



Language and Tone
Patchett’s language is noted for its precision and lyricism, balancing literary sophistication with
readability. The tone of her novels ranges from contemplative to suspenseful, depending on the
subject matter, but consistently maintains emotional authenticity.

Critical Reception and Awards
Ann Patchett’s novels have received widespread critical acclaim and numerous literary awards,
solidifying her status as a leading contemporary novelist. Critics praise her ability to blend profound
themes with compelling narratives, making her works both intellectually stimulating and emotionally
resonant.

Major Awards
Among the accolades ann patchett novels have earned are:

PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction for Bel Canto

Orange Prize for Fiction for Bel Canto

Book Sense Book of the Year Award

Los Angeles Times Book Prize

Critical Analysis
Literary critics often highlight Patchett’s skillful exploration of human relationships and her nuanced
portrayal of moral complexity. Reviews commend her narrative craftsmanship and ability to evoke
vivid settings and authentic emotional experiences. The enduring popularity of her novels among
both critics and readers reflects their significant impact on modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of Ann Patchett's most popular novels?
Some of Ann Patchett's most popular novels include 'Bel Canto,' 'Commonwealth,' 'State of Wonder,'
and 'The Dutch House.'

Which Ann Patchett novel won the Orange Prize for Fiction?
'Bel Canto' won the Orange Prize for Fiction in 2002 and is one of Ann Patchett's most acclaimed



works.

What themes are commonly explored in Ann Patchett's novels?
Ann Patchett's novels often explore themes such as family dynamics, love and loss, identity, and the
complexity of human relationships.

Is 'The Dutch House' by Ann Patchett based on a true story?
'The Dutch House' is a work of fiction, though it draws inspiration from real-life experiences and
settings, showcasing Patchett's talent for creating vivid characters and emotional depth.

Has Ann Patchett written any novels recently?
Ann Patchett's most recent novel as of 2024 is 'Tom Lake,' published in 2023, which continues her
exploration of family and memory.

Are Ann Patchett's novels suitable for book clubs?
Yes, Ann Patchett's novels are highly suitable for book clubs due to their rich storytelling, complex
characters, and thought-provoking themes that encourage discussion.

Where can I find recommendations for reading Ann Patchett's
novels in order?
Many readers recommend starting with 'Bel Canto,' followed by 'State of Wonder,' then
'Commonwealth,' and 'The Dutch House' to experience the evolution of her writing style and
thematic depth.

Additional Resources
1. The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
This novel centers on siblings Maeve and Danny Conroy and their complex relationship with their
childhood home, the Dutch House. Spanning five decades, the story explores themes of family
loyalty, loss, and the influence of the past on the present. Ann Patchett’s richly drawn characters
and evocative prose make it a compelling read about memory and forgiveness.

2. Bel Canto by Ann Patchett
Set in an unnamed South American country, this novel tells the story of a hostage situation at a
lavish birthday party. The diverse group of captives and captors form unexpected bonds through
music and shared humanity. Patchett’s lyrical writing and intricate character development highlight
themes of love, art, and survival.

3. Commonwealth by Ann Patchett
This multi-generational family saga begins with a chance romantic encounter that alters the lives of
two families. Patchett explores the complexities of blended families, the passage of time, and the
ways in which childhood experiences shape adulthood. The novel is both a poignant exploration of
family dynamics and a thoughtful reflection on memory.



4. State of Wonder by Ann Patchett
Pharmacologist Marina Singh embarks on a journey to the Amazon jungle to find her missing
colleague and uncover a pharmaceutical breakthrough. The novel combines adventure with a
meditation on science, ethics, and the clash between modernity and tradition. Patchett’s vivid
descriptions bring the lush, dangerous rainforest to life.

5. Run by Ann Patchett
Focusing on the lives of two half-brothers, the novel explores themes of family, race, and
forgiveness. Set in Boston, it delves into the complexities of brotherhood and the impact of past
mistakes on present relationships. Patchett’s storytelling weaves emotional depth with social insight.

6. The Magician’s Assistant by Ann Patchett
This novel follows Sabine, who grapples with the sudden death of her husband, a charismatic
magician. As she uncovers secrets about his past, she embarks on a journey of self-discovery and
healing. Patchett crafts a tender story about love, loss, and the magic found in everyday life.

7. Runaway by Alice Munro
This collection of short stories examines the complexities of relationships and the unexpected turns
life takes. Munro’s nuanced characters and subtle storytelling resonate with themes similar to
Patchett’s exploration of human connection and emotional depth. The stories often reflect on
choices, consequences, and personal freedom.

8. The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
Set during World War II, this novel tells the story of two sisters in Nazi-occupied France and their
courageous acts of resistance. Like Patchett’s works, it highlights the strength of family bonds and
the resilience of women in the face of hardship. The narrative is both heart-wrenching and inspiring.

9. The Secret Keeper by Kate Morton
This mystery novel unravels family secrets spanning decades, beginning with a dramatic event
witnessed by a young girl. Morton’s richly layered storytelling and focus on family history echo the
themes often found in Patchett’s novels. The book combines suspense with emotional depth,
revealing how the past shapes identity.
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  ann patchett novels: Bel Canto Ann Patchett, 2009-03-17 Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award •
Winner of the Orange Prize • National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist • New York Times Readers’
Pick: Top 100 Books of the 21st Century Bel Canto is its own universe. A marvel of a book.
—Washington Post Book World New York Times bestselling author Ann Patchett’s spellbinding novel
about love and opera, and the unifying ways people learn to communicate across cultural barriers in
times of crisis Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country's vice president, a lavish
birthday party is being held in honor of the powerful businessman Mr. Hosokawa. Roxanne Coss,
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opera's most revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her singing. It is a
perfect evening—until a band of gun-wielding terrorists takes the entire party hostage. But what
begins as a panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, a
moment of great beauty, as terrorists and hostages forge unexpected bonds and people from
different continents become compatriots, intimate friends, and lovers. Patchett's lyrical prose and
lucid imagination make Bel Canto a captivating story of strength and frailty, love and imprisonment,
and an inspiring tale of transcendent romance.
  ann patchett novels: State of Wonder Ann Patchett, 2012-05-10 LONGLISTED FOR THE
ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION 2012 There were people on the banks of the river. Among the
tangled waterways and giant anacondas of the Brazilian Rio Negro, an enigmatic scientist is
developing a drug that could alter the lives of women for ever. Dr Annick Swenson's work is
shrouded in mystery; she refuses to report on her progress, especially to her investors, whose
patience is fast running out. Anders Eckman, a mild-mannered lab researcher, is sent to investigate.
A curt letter reporting his untimely death is all that returns. Now Marina Singh, Anders' colleague
and once a student of the mighty Dr Swenson, is their last hope. Compelled by the pleas of Anders's
wife, who refuses to accept that her husband is not coming home, Marina leaves the snowy plains of
Minnesota and retraces her friend's steps into the heart of the South American darkness,
determined to track down Dr. Swenson and uncover the secrets being jealously guarded among the
remotest tribes of the rainforest. What Marina does not yet know is that, in this ancient corner of the
jungle, where the muddy waters and susurrating grasses hide countless unknown perils and
temptations, she will face challenges beyond her wildest imagination. Marina is no longer the
student, but only time will tell if she has learnt enough.
  ann patchett novels: Taft Ann Patchett, 2011-03-30 A New York Times Notable Book “As
resonant as a blues song. . . . Expect miracles when you read Ann Patchett’s fiction.”—New York
Times Book Review An ex-jazz drummer wants nothing more than to be a good father in this moving
family novel by the New York Times bestselling author of The Dutch House. When John Nickel's
lover takes away his son, Nickel is left only with his Beale Street bar in Memphis. He hires a young
waitress named Fay Taft, who brings with her a desperate, dangerous brother, Carl, and the
possibility of new intimacy. Nickel finds himself consumed with Fay and Carl's dead
father—Taft—obsessing over and reconstructing the life of a man he never met. A stunning artistic
achievement, Taft confirms Ann Patchett's standing as one of the most gifted writers of her
generation and reminds us of our deepest instincts to protect the people we love.
  ann patchett novels: The Dutch House Ann Patchett, 2019-09-24 Pulitzer Prize Finalist | New
York Times Bestseller | A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick | A New York Times Book
Review Notable Book | TIME Magazine's 100 Must-Read Books of the Year Named one of the Best
Books of the Year by NPR, The Washington Post; O: The Oprah Magazine, Real Simple, Good
Housekeeping, Vogue, Refinery29, and Buzzfeed From Ann Patchett, the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of Commonwealth, comes a powerful, richly moving story that explores the
indelible bond between two siblings, the house of their childhood, and a past that will not let them
go. The Dutch House is the story of a paradise lost, a tour de force that digs deeply into questions of
inheritance, love and forgiveness, of how we want to see ourselves and of who we really are. At the
end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin an
enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order
of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant
as a surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. The story is told
by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-assured Maeve, are
exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown
back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one
another. It is this unshakeable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their
futures. Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy tale about two smart
people who cannot overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of success, Danny and Maeve



are only truly comfortable when they’re together. Throughout their lives they return to the
well-worn story of what they’ve lost with humor and rage. But when at last they’re forced to confront
the people who left them behind, the relationship between an indulged brother and his
ever-protective sister is finally tested.
  ann patchett novels: Run Ann Patchett, 2008 A moving story of overlapping lives from the
prizewinning author of Bel Canto
  ann patchett novels: Commonwealth Ann Patchett, 2016-09-13 “Exquisite. . .Commonwealth is
impossible to put down.” — New York Times #1 New York Times Bestseller | NBCC Award Finalist |
New York Times Best Book of the Year | USA Today Best Book | TIME Magazine Top 10 Selection |
Oprah Favorite Book | New York Magazine Best Book of The Year The acclaimed, bestselling
author—winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Orange Prize—tells the enthralling story of how
an unexpected romantic encounter irrevocably changes two families’ lives. One Sunday afternoon in
Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before
evening falls, he has kissed Franny’s mother, Beverly—thus setting in motion the dissolution of their
marriages and the joining of two families. Spanning five decades, Commonwealth explores how this
chance encounter reverberates through the lives of the four parents and six children involved.
Spending summers together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children forge a lasting bond that
is based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the strange and genuine affection that
grows up between them. When, in her twenties, Franny begins an affair with the legendary author
Leon Posen and tells him about her family, the story of her siblings is no longer hers to control. Their
childhood becomes the basis for his wildly successful book, ultimately forcing them to come to terms
with their losses, their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection they feel for one another. Told with
equal measures of humor and heartbreak, Commonwealth is a meditation on inspiration,
interpretation, and the ownership of stories. It is a brilliant and tender tale of the far-reaching ties of
love and responsibility that bind us together.
  ann patchett novels: Truth & Beauty Ann Patchett, 2009-10-13 A loving testament to the
work and reward of the best friendships, the kind where your arms can’t distinguish burden from
embrace.” — People New York Times Bestselling author Ann Patchett’s first work of nonfiction
chronicling her decades-long friendship with the critically acclaimed and recently deceased author,
Lucy Grealy. Ann Patchett and the late Lucy Grealy met in college in 1981, and, after enrolling in the
Iowa Writer’s Workshop, began a friendship that would be as defining to both of their lives as their
work. In Gealy's critically acclaimed and hugely successful memoir, Autobiography of a Face, she
wrote about losing part of her jaw to childhood cancer, years of chemotherapy and radiation, and
endless reconstructive surgeries. In Truth & Beauty, the story isn't Lucy's life or Ann's life, but the
parts of their lives they shared together. This is a portrait of unwavering commitment that spans
twenty years, from the long cold winters of the Midwest, to surgical wards, to book parties in New
York. Through love, fame, drugs, and despair, this is what it means to be part of two lives that are
intertwined...and what happens when one is left behind. This is a tender, brutal book about loving
the person we cannot save. It is about loyalty and being uplifted by the sheer effervescence of
someone who knew how to live life to the fullest.
  ann patchett novels: Run Ann Patchett, 2009-10-13 Engaging, surprising, provocative and
moving...a thoroughly intelligent book, an intimate domestic drama that nonetheless deals with big
issues touching us all: religion, race, class, politics and, above all else, family. -- Washington Post
From New York Times bestselling author Ann Patchett comes an engrossing story of one family on
one fateful night in Boston where secrets are unlocked and new bonds are formed. Since their
mother's death, Tip and Teddy Doyle have been raised by their loving possessive and ambitions
father. As the former mayor of Boston, Bernard Doyle wants to see is sons in politics, a dream the
boys have never shared. But when an argument in a blinding New England snowstorm inadvertently
causes an accident that involves a stranger and her child, all Bernard Doyle cares about is his ability
to keep his children--all his children--safe. Set over a period of twenty-four hours, Run takes us from
the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard to a home for retired Catholic Priests in downtown



Boston. It shows us how worlds of privilege and poverty can coexist only blocks apart from each
other, and how family can include people you've never even met. As an in her bestselling novel, Bel
Canto, Ann Patchett illustrates the humanity that connects disparate lives, weaving several stories
into one surprising and endlessly moving narrative. Suspenseful and stunningly executed, Run is
ultimately a novel about secrets, duty, responsibility, and the lengths we will go to protect our
children.
  ann patchett novels: The Patron Saint Of Liars Ann Patchett, 2011-04-04 A New York Times
Notable Book Acclaimed author Ann Patchett's debut novel, hailed as beautifully written . . . a first
novel that second- and third-time novelists would envy for its grace, insight, and compassion”
(Boston Herald) St. Elizabeth’s, a home for unwed mothers in Habit, Kentucky, usually harbors its
residents for only a little while. Not so Rose Clinton, a beautiful, mysterious woman who comes to
the home pregnant but not unwed, and stays. She plans to give up her child, thinking she cannot be
the mother it needs. But when Cecilia is born, Rose makes a place for herself and her daughter amid
St. Elizabeth’s extended family of nuns and an ever-changing collection of pregnant teenage girls.
Rose’s past won’t be kept away, though, even by St. Elizabeth’s; she cannot remain untouched by
what she has left behind, even as she cannot change who she has become in the leaving.
  ann patchett novels: Truth and Beauty Ann Patchett, 2004 Bestselling author and Orange
Prize winner Ann Patchett's first work of non-fiction is a book about her long friendship with the
critically acclaimed, and recently deceased author, Lucy Grealy.
  ann patchett novels: This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage Ann Patchett, 2013-11-07 This
Is the Story of a Happy Marriage is an irresistible blend of literature and memoir revealing the big
experiences and little moments that shaped Ann Patchett as a daughter, wife, friend and writer.
Here, Ann Patchett shares entertaining and moving stories about her tumultuous childhood, her
painful early divorce, the excitement of selling her first book, driving a Winnebago from Montana to
Yellowstone Park, her joyous discovery of opera, scaling a six-foot wall in order to join the Los
Angeles Police Department, the gradual loss of her beloved grandmother, starting her own bookshop
in Nashville, her love for her very special dog and, of course, her eventual happy marriage. This Is
the Story of a Happy Marriage is a memoir both wide ranging and deeply personal, overflowing with
close observation and emotional wisdom, told with wit, honesty and irresistible warmth.
  ann patchett novels: Bel Canto Ann Patchett, 2001 From the bestselling author of The
Magician's Assistant comes a marvelous novel of love, opera, and terrorism set in South America.
Two couples, complete opposites, fall in love; sexual identities become confused; and a horrific
imprisonment is transformed into an unexpected heaven on earth.
  ann patchett novels: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2021-11-23 The beloved New York
Times bestselling author reflects on home, family, friendships and writing in this deeply personal
collection of essays. The elegance of Patchett’s prose is seductive and inviting: with Patchett as a
guide, readers will really get to grips with the power of struggles, failures, and triumphs alike.
—Publisher's Weekly “Any story that starts will also end.” As a writer, Ann Patchett knows what the
outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however, often takes turns we do not see coming. Patchett
ponders this truth in these wise essays that afford a fresh and intimate look into her mind and heart.
At the center of These Precious Days is the title essay, a surprising and moving meditation on an
unexpected friendship that explores “what it means to be seen, to find someone with whom you can
be your best and most complete self.” When Patchett chose an early galley of actor and producer
Tom Hanks’ short story collection to read one night before bed, she had no idea that this single
choice would be life changing. It would introduce her to a remarkable woman—Tom’s brilliant
assistant Sooki—with whom she would form a profound bond that held monumental consequences
for them both. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs the depths of her experiences to create gold:
engaging and moving pieces that are both self-portrait and landscape, each vibrant with emotion
and rich in insight. Turning her writer’s eye on her own experiences, she transforms the private into
the universal, providing us all a way to look at our own worlds anew, and reminds how fleeting and
enigmatic life can be. From the enchantments of Kate DiCamillo’s children’s books (author of The



Beatryce Prophecy) to youthful memories of Paris; the cherished life gifts given by her three fathers
to the unexpected influence of Charles Schultz’s Snoopy; the expansive vision of Eudora Welty to the
importance of knitting, Patchett connects life and art as she illuminates what matters most. Infused
with the author’s grace, wit, and warmth, the pieces in These Precious Days resonate deep in the
soul, leaving an indelible mark—and demonstrate why Ann Patchett is one of the most celebrated
writers of our time.
  ann patchett novels: Tom Lake Ann Patchett, 2023-08-01 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • A REESE’S BOOK CLUB PICK In this beautiful and moving novel about family, love,
and growing up, Ann Patchett once again proves herself one of America’s finest writers. “Patchett
leads us to a truth that feels like life rather than literature.” —The Guardian In the spring of 2020,
Lara’s three daughters return to the family's orchard in Northern Michigan. While picking cherries,
they beg their mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom she shared
both a stage and a romance years before at a theater company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls the
past, her daughters examine their own lives and relationship with their mother, and are forced to
reconsider the world and everything they thought they knew. Tom Lake is a meditation on youthful
love, married love, and the lives parents have led before their children were born. Both hopeful and
elegiac, it explores what it means to be happy even when the world is falling apart. As in all of her
novels, Ann Patchett combines compelling narrative artistry with piercing insights into family
dynamics. The result is a rich and luminous story, told with profound intelligence and emotional
subtlety, that demonstrates once again why she is one of the most revered and acclaimed literary
talents working today.
  ann patchett novels: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2022 Any story that starts will also
end.' As a writer, Ann Patchett knows what the outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however, often
takes turns we do not see coming. Patchett ponders this truth as she explores family, friendship,
marriage, failure, success, and what it all means. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs the depths of
her experiences to create gold: essays that are both self-portrait and landscape, each vibrant with
emotion and rich in insight. Ranging from the personal - her portrait of the three men she called her
fathers; unexpectedly falling into a life-changing friendship with Tom Hanks; how to answer when
someone asks why you don't have children - to the sublime - exploring the Harvard Museum of
Natural History before its doors open; the unexpected influence of Snoopy; the importance of
knitting - each essay transforms the particular into the universal, letting us all see our own worlds
anew. Illuminating, penetrating, funny and generous, These Precious Days is joyful time spent in the
company of one of our greatest living authors.
  ann patchett novels: The Magician's Assistant Ann Patchett, 2004-09-17 From the
bestselling author of The Dutch House, a secretive magician’s death becomes the catalyst for his
partner’s journey of self-discovery in this “enchanting” book (San Francisco Chronicle) “that is
something of a magic trick in itself.” (Newsweek) When Parsifal, a handsome and charming
magician, dies suddenly, his widow Sabine—who was also his faithful assistant for twenty
years—learns that the family he claimed to have lost in a tragic accident is very much alive and well.
Sabine is left to unravel his secrets, and the journey she takes, from sunny Los Angeles to the bitter
windswept plains of Nebraska, will work its own magic on her. Sabine's extraordinary tale, “with its
big dreams, vast spaces, and disparate realities lying side by side” captures the hearts of its readers
and “proves to be the perfect place for miraculous transformations.” (The New Yorker)
  ann patchett novels: Bookclub in a Box Discusses the Novel Bel Canto Marilyn Herbert, Ann
Patchett, 2006-04-03 On December 17, 1996, fourteen MRTA revolutionaries stormed the Japanese
embassy in Peru in the middle of a party celebrating the Japanese Emperor's birthday. The siege was
deadlocked for 126 days. Ann Patchett has fictionalized this dramatic and true event in her novel,
Bel Canto. Bookclub-in-a-Box shows how Ann Patchett sets the stage and has the players act out the
drama of this hostage-taking incident. What should be narrated as a tense and terse action-filled
tragedy turns out to be a human story told with warmth and sardonic humor. Patchett has taken a
cacophony of different characters - an opera singer, a Japanese businessman, a translator, a



vice-president of a small South American country, other important dignitaries and a couple of dozen
terrorists - and has created a lyrical story which resonates with the similarities among people, rather
than their differences. The Bookclub-in-a-Box guide to Bel Canto will interpret Patchett's novel,voice
by voice.
  ann patchett novels: Tom Lake Ann Patchett, 2023 The breathtaking new novel from Ann
Patchett - a Sunday Times and No. 1 New York Times bestseller 'Filled with the moments I live for in
a story' BONNIE GARMUS, author of Lessons in Chemistry '[Tom Lake] has it all ... Young love,
sibling rivalry and deep mother-daughter relationships' REESE WITHERSPOON 'One of the most
beloved authors of her generation' SUNDAY TIMES There's more to every love story than what we
choose to tell... It's spring and Lara's three grown daughters have returned to the family orchard.
While picking cherries, they beg their mother to tell them the one story they've always longed to
hear - of the film star with whom she shared a stage, and a romance, years before. Tom Lake is a
meditation on youthful love, married love, and the lives parents lead before their children are born.
Both hopeful and elegiac, it explores what it means to be happy even when the world is falling apart.
'One of our greatest living chroniclers of love and marriage ... Expect wonder; Patchett always
delivers' ELLE * SHORTLISTED FOR WATERSTONES BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2023 * * A REESE
WITHERSPOON AND BBC RADIO 2 BOOK CLUB PICK * * A 2023 BOOK OF THE YEAR FOR THE
TIMES *
  ann patchett novels: What Now? Ann Patchett, 2009-10-13 “A wise, generous and compact
primer for life that could well become a touchstone, readers will return to this book, and probably
find something new each time they do; deserves to be given often and enthusiastically.” —
Publishers Weekly Based on her lauded commencement address at Sarah Lawrence College, this
stirring essay by bestselling author Ann Patchett offers hope and inspiration for anyone at a
crossroads, whether graduating, changing careers, or transitioning from one life stage to another.
With wit and candor, Patchett tells her own story of attending college, graduating, and struggling
with the inevitable question, What now? From student to line cook to teacher to waitress and
eventually to award-winning author, Patchett's own life has taken many twists and turns that make
her exploration genuine and resonant. As Patchett writes, 'What now?' represents our excitement
and our future, the very vitality of life. She highlights the possibilities the unknown offers and
reminds us that there is as much joy in the journey as there is in reaching the destination.
  ann patchett novels: Escape Goat Ann Patchett, 2020-09-22 From the international
bestselling author of Bel Canto and The Dutch House, Ann Patchett, and the bestselling illustrator of
the Fancy Nancy series, Robin Preiss Glasser, comes a hilarious and heartwarming story about a
goat who keeps getting all the blame, but ultimately teaches one family about the importance of
honesty and owning up to your mistakes. The Farmer family has a big problem! Every day their goat
escapes, and every day, Mr. Farmer brings him back. So when things start to go awry on the farm, it
must be the goat’s fault. Who’s to blame when Mrs. Farmer’s petunias are trampled? Or when all the
cupcakes for Archie’s party disappear? And when the whole bucket of paint is spilled? Of course,
everyone blames the goat! But is it really his fault? Find out in this epic collaboration between Ann
Patchett and Robin Preiss Glasser, who create this perfect picture book about telling the truth.
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