amy tan mother tongue essay

amy tan mother tongue essay explores the intricate relationship between language and
identity through the lens of Amy Tan’s personal experiences. This essay delves into how
language shapes perception, communication, and cultural understanding, particularly
focusing on the challenges and nuances of speaking “broken” or non-standard English. Amy
Tan’s reflections highlight the complexities faced by non-native English speakers and the
impact of language on their social interactions and self-esteem. The essay also addresses
themes of linguistic prejudice and the power dynamics embedded in language use. This
article will analyze the key themes, stylistic elements, and the broader significance of the
essay within linguistic and cultural discussions. To guide the exploration, a structured
overview of the main topics follows.

e Overview of Amy Tan Mother Tongue Essay

e Themes in Amy Tan Mother Tongue Essay

Language and Identity

Challenges of Non-Standard English

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Impact and Relevance in Linguistic Studies

Overview of Amy Tan Mother Tongue Essay

The amy tan mother tongue essay is a reflective piece that examines the author’s
experiences with language, especially the English spoken by her immigrant mother. Amy
Tan discusses how language proficiency and fluency affect perceptions of intelligence and
credibility. The essay reveals the societal judgments tied to language use and challenges
the notion that “broken” or accented English is inferior. Tan’s narrative is both personal and
universal, illustrating the complex dynamics of language in immigrant families and broader
society.

Context and Background

Amy Tan wrote the essay to share her insights on the intersection of language, culture, and
identity. Raised by a Chinese immigrant mother who spoke English imperfectly, Tan was
acutely aware of the stigma attached to non-standard English. The essay reflects on Tan’s
own struggles with language and how her mother’s “limited” English shaped her views on
communication and respect.



Main Arguments

The essay argues that language is not just a means of communication but also an
expression of identity. Tan emphasizes that judging someone’s intelligence or capability
based on their English proficiency is both unfair and inaccurate. She suggests that “mother
tongue” encompasses more than just grammar and vocabulary; it includes cultural context
and emotional depth.

Themes in Amy Tan Mother Tongue Essay

The essay explores several significant themes that resonate with readers from diverse
backgrounds. These themes provide insight into the complex relationship between
language and personal experience.

Language as a Reflection of Identity

One of the central themes is that language is deeply intertwined with identity. Tan’s
mother’s English, though labeled as “broken,” carries the cultural nuances and emotional
weight of her heritage. This theme challenges the reader to reconsider what constitutes
valid or “proper” language.

Prejudice and Stereotyping

The essay highlights the prejudice faced by speakers of non-standard English. Tan recounts
instances where her mother was treated unfairly or dismissed due to her accent and
grammar. This theme underscores the societal bias that correlates language proficiency
with intelligence or worth.

Communication Beyond Grammar

Tan stresses that effective communication transcends grammatical correctness. Her
mother’s English, though not always grammatically perfect, conveys meaning, emotion,
and intent clearly. This theme broadens the understanding of language to include
pragmatic and emotional components.

Language and Identity

In the amy tan mother tongue essay, language is portrayed as a core component of
personal and cultural identity. The essay reveals how language shapes self-perception and
influences how others perceive an individual.



Mother Tongue as Cultural Heritage

The essay emphasizes that a mother tongue is not merely a functional tool but a vessel for
cultural transmission. Tan’s mother’s English reflects her Chinese heritage, experiences,
and worldview. Recognizing this enriches the appreciation of linguistic diversity.

Duality of Language Experience

Amy Tan describes her experience of navigating between “standard” English and the
English spoken by her mother. This duality highlights the challenges faced by bilingual or
multilingual individuals who must adapt to different linguistic environments.

Challenges of Non-Standard English

The essay sheds light on the difficulties encountered by speakers of non-standard English in
various social contexts. These challenges range from miscommunication to discrimination.

Social Stigma and Discrimination

Tan’s mother’s experiences illustrate how non-standard English speakers often face social
stigma. The essay recounts examples where her mother was underestimated or
disrespected, revealing the harsh realities of linguistic discrimination.

Impact on Self-Esteem and Opportunity

The essay discusses how language barriers can affect an individual’s confidence and access
to opportunities. Tan notes that her mother’s limited English sometimes hindered her ability
to advocate for herself or be taken seriously.

Strategies for Overcoming Language Barriers

Despite these challenges, the essay conveys a message of resilience. Tan’s mother uses
her English resourcefully, adapting and communicating effectively. This approach
exemplifies how non-standard speakers find ways to succeed despite societal obstacles.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Amy Tan employs various stylistic techniques and literary devices in the essay to convey
her message powerfully and engagingly.



Personal Anecdotes

The essay is rich with personal stories that illustrate the themes and arguments. These
anecdotes create an emotional connection with readers and provide concrete examples of
the abstract concepts discussed.

Contrast and Comparison

Tan uses contrast to highlight differences between her own English and her mother’s
English. This technique clarifies the distinctions and challenges related to language use
within families and society.

Repetition and Emphasis

Repetition of key phrases such as “broken English” reinforces the societal labels imposed
on non-standard speakers. Tan’s deliberate use of these terms invites readers to question
and reconsider their biases.

Impact and Relevance in Linguistic Studies

The amy tan mother tongue essay holds significant relevance in the fields of linguistics,
education, and cultural studies. It challenges traditional views on language proficiency and
advocates for inclusivity.

Influence on Language Perception

The essay contributes to shifting perceptions about non-standard English, encouraging
greater acceptance and understanding. It serves as a reference point in discussions about
linguistic diversity and equity.

Educational Implications

In educational contexts, the essay highlights the importance of recognizing students’
linguistic backgrounds. It supports pedagogical approaches that value cultural and linguistic
diversity rather than penalizing deviations from standard English.

Broader Cultural Significance

Beyond linguistics, the essay illuminates broader issues of identity, power, and cultural
expression. It advocates for a more nuanced appreciation of language as a complex and
dynamic human phenomenon.



e Language reflects identity and cultural heritage.

Non-standard English speakers face social bias and discrimination.

Effective communication transcends grammatical accuracy.

Personal narratives enhance understanding of linguistic challenges.

Educational systems benefit from embracing linguistic diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Amy Tan's essay 'Mother
Tongue'?
The main theme of Amy Tan's essay 'Mother Tongue' is the exploration of language and

identity, focusing on how language shapes perception and the challenges faced by non-
native English speakers in America.

How does Amy Tan describe her mother's English in the
essay 'Mother Tongue'?

Amy Tan describes her mother's English as 'broken' or 'limited' English, highlighting that
while it may be considered imperfect by societal standards, it is rich in meaning and
reflects her mother's unique perspective and intelligence.

What personal experiences does Amy Tan share in
'‘Mother Tongue' to illustrate her points?

In 'Mother Tongue,' Amy Tan shares personal anecdotes about her interactions with her
mother, including experiences where her mother's English affected how others treated her,
and how Amy herself navigates different versions of English in her life and writing.

Why does Amy Tan emphasize the importance of
‘Mother Tongue' in her essay?

Amy Tan emphasizes the importance of 'Mother Tongue' to show how language is deeply
connected to identity and culture, and to challenge the prejudice against non-standard
English speakers, advocating for respect and understanding of linguistic diversity.

How does Amy Tan's essay 'Mother Tongue' relate to



issues of cultural identity and communication?

The essay relates to cultural identity and communication by illustrating how language
barriers can influence perceptions, limit opportunities, and affect relationships, while also
highlighting the strength and complexity of using one's native language as an integral part
of self-expression.

Additional Resources

1. The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

This novel explores the complex relationships between Chinese-American daughters and
their immigrant mothers. Through interconnected stories, Tan delves into themes of
language, identity, and cultural heritage, much like in her essay "Mother Tongue." The book
highlights how language shapes understanding and connection within families.

2. The Language Instinct by Steven Pinker

Steven Pinker’s book offers an in-depth look at the nature of language as an innate human
ability. It provides scientific insights into how language develops and functions,
complementing the personal and cultural reflections found in Tan’s essay. Readers gain a
broader perspective on why language is central to identity.

3. Mother Tongue: The Story of the English Language by Bill Bryson

Bryson’s engaging history traces the evolution of English from its earliest roots to the
present day. This book helps readers appreciate the richness and diversity of language,
echoing Tan’s emphasis on the nuances and variations within English. It's an accessible
read for anyone interested in linguistic heritage.

4. Language and Identity by John Edwards

This book examines how language shapes personal and social identity, a core theme in
Amy Tan’s essay. Edwards discusses how multilingualism and language attitudes impact
individuals’ sense of self and community. It's a valuable resource for understanding the
sociolinguistic aspects of language.

5. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

This novel tells the story of a Nigerian immigrant navigating life in America, grappling with
language and cultural identity. Like Tan’s essay, it explores how language proficiency and
accent influence perceptions and self-expression. Adichie’s narrative highlights the
immigrant experience through the lens of language.

6. Speak: The Story of a Young Girl's Journey Through Language by Laurie Halse Anderson
This memoir-style book focuses on the power of language in personal healing and self-
discovery. Anderson shares how finding her voice helped her overcome trauma, paralleling
themes in Tan’s essay about the relationship between language and identity. It's an
inspiring read about reclaiming one’s narrative.

7. English as a Global Language by David Crystal

Crystal investigates how English has become the world’s most widely spoken language and
the implications of this status. The book complements Tan’s essay by addressing issues of

language dominance, variation, and the experiences of non-native speakers. It’s insightful

for understanding the global impact of English.



8. The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston

This memoir blends Chinese folklore with personal history, exploring the immigrant
experience and the clash of cultures. Kingston’s work, like Tan’s essay, reflects on the
challenges of bilingualism and the power of storytelling. It’'s a seminal work on identity,
language, and cultural heritage.

9. Lost in Translation: A Life in a New Language by Eva Hoffman

Hoffman’s memoir recounts her immigration from Poland to Canada and the linguistic and
cultural adjustments she faced. The book deeply explores how language shapes thought
and identity, resonating with the themes of Amy Tan’s "Mother Tongue." It offers a poignant
look at the immigrant’s linguistic journey.
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amy tan mother tongue essay: Amy Tan Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of
critical essays about the works of Amy Tan.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Amy Tan Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24 In the mid-1980s,
Amy Tan was a successful but unhappy corporate speechwriter. By the end of the decade, she was
perched firmly atop the best-seller lists with The Joy Luck Club, with more popular novels to follow.
Tan's work--once pigeonholed as ethnic literature--resonates with universal themes that cross
cultural and ideological boundaries, and prove wildly successful with readers of all stripes. Tender,
sincere, complex, honest and uncompromising in its portrayal of Chinese culture and its affect on
women, Amy Tan's work earned her both praise and excoriation from critics, adoration from fans,
and a place as one of America's most notable modern writers. This reference work introduces and
summarizes Amy Tan's life, her body of literature, and her characters. The main text is comprised of
entries covering characters, dates, historical figures and events, allusions, motifs and themes from
her works. The entries combine critical insights with generous citations from primary and secondary
sources. Each entry concludes with a selected bibliography. There is also a chronology of Tan's
family history and her life. Appendices provide an overlapping timeline of historical and fictional
events in Tan's work; a glossary of foreign terms found in her writing; and a list of related writing
and research topics. An extensive bibliography and a comprehensive index accompany the text.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Guidelines Ruth Spack, 2007 Guidelines Third edition is an
advanced reading and writing text designed specifically to strengthen students' academic writing.
Guidelines is a classic reading/writing text that teaches academic essay and research writing. The
book contains stimulating cross-cultural readings that provide source materials for critical thinking
and writing. The book concludes with a hundred-page handbook that contains information on how to
document sources and how to draft, review, revise, and edit.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Amy Tan Mark Mussari, 2011 Readers of the books in Todays
Writers and Their Works will learn the story behind each writers story.

amy tan mother tongue essay: College Admission Essays For Dummies Geraldine Woods,
2011-06-15 The competition to get into your college of choice has never been fiercer. Unfortunately,
much of the application process is out of your hands. But one major aspect of the admission process
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is under your control—your personal statement. Your application essay provides you with the
opportunity to let your true, unique and totally irresistible self shine through. College Admission
Essays For Dummies is your total guide to crafting application essays that will make people sit up
and take notice. It demystifies the authority figures who’ll judge your work, helps you decide what to
write, and then arms you with the knowledge and skills you need to write your essay on time and on
target. Step by step, it walks you through the entire essay-writing process, offering priceless tips on
how to: Choose the best topic, tone, and structure for your essay Capture the crucial stories that
reveal who you are Avoid common pitfalls that can sabotage your application Overcome writer’s
block Know how to respond to unusual and off-the-wall essay questions Write successful short
answers to specific application questions College admission guru Geraldine Woods punctures
common myths about application essays and tells you what you absolutely must do to write a good
one. With the help of many inspiring and instructive killer essays, she shows you how to: Put yourself
in the right mental state for writing well Gather ideas, focus on a topic and choose the best structure
for your essay Use topic sentences, detail, and strong introductions and conclusions Write a rough
draft Show rather than tell your story Make sure your spelling and grammar are pitch perfect Create
smooth transitions and avoid repetitions Your college application essay is your chance to show the
committee that you're more than just a statistic. Let College Admission Essays For Dummies show
you how to write “admit-clinching” college essays.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay Kimberly Campbell, Kristi
Latimer, 2023-10-10 Love it or hate it, the five-paragraph essay is perhaps the most frequently
taught form of writing in classrooms of yesterday and today. But have you ever actually seen
five-paragraph essays outside of school walls? Have you ever found it in business writing,
journalism, nonfiction, or any other genres that exist in the real world? Kimberly Hill Campbell and
Kristi Latimer reviewed the research on the effectiveness of the form as a teaching tool and
discovered that the research does not support the five-paragraph formula. In fact, research shows
that the formula restricts creativity, emphasizes structure rather than content, does not improve
standardized test scores, inadequately prepares students for college writing, and results in vapid
writing. In Beyond the Five-Paragraph Essay, Kimberly and Kristi show you how to reclaim the
literary essay and create a program that encourages thoughtful writing in response to literature.
They provide numerous strategies that stimulate student thinking, value unique insight, and
encourage lively, personal writing, including the following: Close reading (which is the basis for
writing about literature) Low-stakes writing options that support students' thinking as they read
Collaboration in support of discussion, debate, and organizational structures that support writing as
exploration A focus on students' writing process as foundational to content development and
structure The use of model texts to write in the form of the literature students are reading and
analyzingThe goal of reading and writing about literature is to push and challenge our students'
thinking. We want students to know that their writing can convey something important: a unique
view to share, defend, prove, delight, discover, and inspire. If we want our students to be more
engaged, skilled writers, we need to move beyond the five-paragraph essay.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Real Essays with Readings with 2009 MLA Update Susan
Anker, 2009-06-23 Click here to find out more about the 2009 MLA Updates and the 2010 APA
Updates. Real Essays with Readings is the essay-level book in Susan Anker’s highly successful series
of writing texts that motivate students with their message that writing is an essential skill in college
and in real life — and that this skill is achievable. Anker’s advice, examples, and assignments show
the relevance of writing to all aspects of students’ lives, and profiles of former students prove that
success is attainable. Like all the books in the Anker series, Real Essays presents writing in logical,
manageable increments: step-by-step writing guides and a focus on the four basics of each mode of
writing keep students from becoming overwhelmed. Real Essays maintains its emphasis on what
really matters by focusing on the four most serious errors (fragments, run-ons, subject-verb
agreement problems, and verb form problems). Real Essays gives students what they need to
succeed in college and become stronger academic writers.



amy tan mother tongue essay: Real Essays with Readings Susan Anker, 2011-12-28 Real
Essays delivers the powerful message that good writing, thinking, and reading skills are both
essential and achievable. From the inspiring stories told by former students in Profiles of Success to
the practical strategies for community involvement in the new Community Connections, Real Essays
helps students to connect the writing class with their real lives and with the expectations of the
larger world. So that students don’t get overwhelmed, the book focuses first on the most important
things in each area, such as the Four Most Serious Errors in grammar; the Four Basics of each
rhetorical strategy; and the academic skills of summary, analysis, and synthesis. Read the preface.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Wiley AP English Language and Composition Geraldine Woods,
2013-02-25 Score your highest on exam day Relax. The fact that you're even considering taking the
AP English Language & Composition exam means you're smart, hard-working, and ambitious. All you
need is to get up to speed on the exam's topics and themes and take a couple of practice tests to get
comfortable with its question formats and time limits. That's where Wiley AP English Language &
Composition comes in. This user-friendly and completely reliable guide helps you get the most out of
any AP English class and reviews all of the topics emphasized on the test. It also provides two
full-length practice exams, complete with detailed answer explanations and scoring guides. This
powerful prep guide helps you practice and perfect all of the skills you need to get your best possible
score. And, as a special bonus, you'll also get a handy primer to help you prepare for the test-taking
experience. A detailed overview of the test Subject reviews covering all test topics Practice
questions Sample free-response questions with advice for crafting critical essays Strategies and
solid test-taking advice Two full-length practice tests with detailed explanations and walk-throughs
Supplemented with handy lists of test-taking tips and more, Wiley AP English Language &
Composition helps you make exam day a very good day, indeed.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Patterns for College Writing Laurie G. Kirszner, Stephen R.
Mandell, 2023-08-25 Patterns for College Writing provides the most support for your writing course,
with clear instruction, models of student and professional writing, and essays on topics that
resonate.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Linguistic Justice on Campus Brooke R. Schreiber,
Eunjeong Lee, Jennifer T. Johnson, Norah Fahim, 2021-12-06 This book supports writing educators
on college campuses to work towards linguistic equity and social justice for multilingual students. It
demonstrates how recent advances in theories on language, literacy, and race can be translated into
pedagogical and administrative practice in a variety of contexts within US higher educational
institutions. The chapters are split across three thematic sections: translingual and
anti-discriminatory pedagogy and practices; professional development and administrative work; and
advocacy in the writing center. The book offers practice-based examples which aim to counter
linguistic racism and promote language pluralism in and out of classrooms, including: teacher
training, creating pedagogical spaces for multilingual students to negotiate language standards, and
enacting anti-racist and translingual pedagogies across disciplines and in writing centers.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Young Adult Literature in the Composition Classroom
Tamara Girardi, Abigail G. Scheg, 2018-08-15 Young adult literature holds an exceptional place in
modern American popular culture. Accessible to readers of all levels, it captures a diverse audience
and tends to adapt to the big screen in an exciting way. With its wide readership, YAL sparks
interesting discussions inside and outside of the classroom. This collection of new essays examines
how YAL has impacted college composition courses, primarily focusing on the first year.
Contributors discuss popular YA stories, their educational potential, and possibilities for classroom
discussion and exercise.

amy tan mother tongue essay: College Admission Essays For Dummies Jessica Brenner,
2021-10-26 College is supposed to be fun, remember? Take the stress out of the admissions process
with expert advice on writing personal essays. College can be an absolute blast. But making it into
your dream school is no easy feat. Don't be intimidated—College Admission Essays For Dummies is
here to alleviate your anxieties and help you craft an unforgettable personal essay with the potential



to impress any admissions committee. This helpful guide walks you through every step of the writing
process, from brainstorming and prep to the final polishes and submission. You'll learn how to make
your essay stand out from the ocean of other applicants and get your personality to pop off the page.
In addition to stellar examples of essays that got their writers into their first-choice schools, you'll
get the inside scoop on how to: Use writing to transform you from a statistic into a compelling and
attractive candidate Illustrate who you are through vivid storytelling and self-reflection Deal with
writer's block and essay anxiety to get the most out of your time Learn about the most common
question types and get your admissions officer's attention with your short answers With colleges
around the country beginning to discount the impact of SAT and ACT scores, the personal essay is
more important than ever. College Admission Essays For Dummies is the up-to-date roadmap you
need to navigate your way to the perfect college essay.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Subject and Strategy Paul Eschholz, Alfred Rosa, 2021-08-17
With Subject and Strategy, you get interesting readings, writing strategies that you can apply to any
course, and confirmation of yourself as a writer.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Encounters: Essays for Exploration and Inquiry Pat C.
Hoy, Robert DiYanni, Pat Hoy, 1999-11-23 With pedagogy that encourages students to respond to
print and visual texts, Encounters provides a spectrum of provocative and beatifully written student
and professional essays. Alphabetically organized, this versatile reader for first year writing courses
offers a strong selection of student essays. The approach emphasizes the writing process and the
craft of writing. Professional readings are organized to build from the informal essay to formal
academic and argument writing. There is a section on reading and writing about artwork and
photography that explains how to analyze paintings and photographs.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Reading Amy Tan Lan Dong, 2009-06-08 This essential
discussion of Amy Tan's life and works is a necessity for high school students and an enriching
supplement for book club members. A tour-de-force in Asian American writing, Amy Tan has created
works that are essential to high school and undergraduate literature classes and are often book club
selections. Reading Amy Tan is a handy resource that offers both groups plot summaries of five of
Tan's novels, as well as character and thematic analysis. The handbook also provides an overview of
Tan's life and discusses how she emerged onto the scene as a novelist. Tan's typical themes,
including Asian American issues and mother-daughter relationships, are examined in relation to
today's current events and pop culture. Readers will also discover how and where they can find Tan
on the Internet, and how the media has received her works. The What Do I Read Next chapter will
help readers find other authors and works that deal with similar subjects. This handbook is an
indispensable tool for both high school and public libraries.

amy tan mother tongue essay: International Perspectives on Critical English Language
Teacher Education Ali Fuad Selvi, Ceren Kocaman, 2024-05-16 This book showcases how teacher
educators from diverse backgrounds, contexts, and realities approach English language teacher
education with a critical stance. Organized into nine parts that explore different facets of English
Language Teaching, each section opens with theoretical considerations chapters and features 24
practical application chapters. Written by renowned scholars including Graham Hall, Lili Cavalheiro,
and Mario Lopez Gopar, among others, the theoretical considerations chapters offer concise insights
into current issues and controversies in the field, point out opportunities for criticality, and discuss
implications for teacher education. Written by critically-oriented teacher educators/researchers from
various parts of the world including Brazil, Germany, Morocco, Sweden, Turkey, and the USA,
among others, the practical application chapters exhibit various ways to incorporate critical
approaches in reshaping current teacher education practices (ranging from critical and queer
pedagogy to translanguaging to multilingualism) along with a critical reflection of the potentials and
the challenges involved in their application.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Mapping World Anglophone Studies Pavan Kumar
Malreddy, Frank Schulze-Engler, 2024-10-30 This book explores core issues in the emerging field of
World Anglophone Studies. It shows that traditional frameworks based on the colonial and imperial




legacies of English need to be revised and extended to understand the complex adaptations,
iterations, and incarnations of English in the contemporary world. The chapters in this volume make
three significant interventions in the field: First, they showcase the emergence of Anglophone
literatures and cultures in parts of the world not traditionally considered Anglophone - Cuba, the
Arab world, the Balkan region, Vietnam, Algeria, and Belize, among others Second, they feature new
zones of contact and creolization between Anglophone literatures, cultures, and languages such as
Swahili, Santhali, Ojibway, and Hindi, as well as Anglophone representations of colonial encounters
and contemporary experiences in non-Anglophone settings such as Cuba, Angola, and Algeria And
finally, the volume turns to Anglophone literary and cultural productions on new platforms such as
social media and Netflix and highlights the role of English in emergent sites of resistance involving
women, Indigenous populations, queer and other non-heteronormative sexualities, as well as
post-conflict societies Mapping linguistic transgressions and the transmigration of cultural tropes
between Englishes, vernaculars, and a wide variety of other languages with a rich set of case
studies, this volume will be essential reading for courses such as world literatures in English,
postcolonial studies, anglophone studies, literature and culture, Indian Ocean worlds, Global
Englishes, and Global South studies.

amy tan mother tongue essay: College Writing and Beyond Anne Beaufort, 2008-02-06
Composition research consistently demonstrates that the social context of writing determines the
majority of conventions any writer must observe. Still, most universities organize the required
first-year composition course as if there were an intuitive set of general writing skills usable across
academic and work-world settings. In College Writing and Beyond: A New Framework for University
Writing Instruction, Anne Beaufort reports on a longitudinal study comparing one student’s
experience in FYC, in history, in engineering, and in his post-college writing. Her data illuminate the
struggle of college students to transfer what they learn about general writing from one context to
another. Her findings suggest ultimately not that we must abolish FYC, but that we must go beyond
even genre theory in reconceiving it. Accordingly, Beaufort would argue that the FYC course should
abandon its hope to teach a sort of general academic discourse, and instead should systematically
teach strategies of responding to contextual elements that impinge on the writing situation. Her data
urge attention to issues of learning transfer, and to developmentally sound linkages in writing
instruction within and across disciplines. Beaufort advocates special attention to discourse
community theory, for its power to help students perceive and understand the context of writing.

amy tan mother tongue essay: Teaching Young Adult Literature Thomas W. Bean, Judith
Dunkerly-Bean, Helen J. Harper, 2013-02-14 Teaching Young Adult Literature: Developing Students
As World Citizens (by Thomas W. Bean, Judith Dunkerly-Bean, and Helen Harper) is a middle and
secondary school methods text that introduces pre-service teachers in teacher credential programs
and in-service teachers pursuing a Masters degree in Education to the field of young adult literature
for use in contemporary contexts. The text introduces teachers to current research on adolescent life
and literacy; the new and expanding genres of young adult literature; teaching approaches and
practical strategies for using young adult literature in English and Language Arts secondary
classrooms and in Content Area Subjects (e.g. History); and ongoing social, political and pedagogical
issues of English and Language Arts classrooms in relation to contemporary young adult literature.
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