allen guelzo political stance

allen guelzo political stance is a subject that attracts interest due to his prominence as a historian
specializing in the American Civil War and Abraham Lincoln. Understanding Allen Guelzo’s political
stance requires an examination of his scholarly work, public commentary, and ideological influences.
This article explores his viewpoints, the nuances of his political ideology, and how his academic
background shapes his perspectives on contemporary political issues. Allen Guelzo’s political stance is
often intertwined with his interpretations of history, particularly concerning the Civil War era,
emancipation, and American conservatism. This comprehensive analysis will provide insight into
Guelzo’s political philosophy, his approach to historical narratives, and how his views resonate within
broader political discourse. The following sections delve into these aspects in detail, offering a
structured overview of Allen Guelzo’s political orientation.

Background and Academic Influence

Allen Guelzo’s Views on American Conservatism

Interpretation of Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War

Political Commentary and Public Engagement

e Criticism and Reception of Guelzo’s Political Views

Background and Academic Influence

Allen Guelzo is a distinguished historian known primarily for his expertise in 19th-century American
history, with a particular focus on the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln. His academic background
significantly informs his political stance, as he employs historical context to interpret contemporary
political issues. Guelzo holds a Ph.D. in history and has served as a professor at prestigious
institutions, including Princeton University. His scholarship is characterized by meticulous research
and a commitment to understanding historical events within their complex political and social
frameworks.

His political stance is often reflected through the lens of historical analysis, emphasizing the
importance of constitutional principles, the rule of law, and the legacy of American founding ideals.
This perspective provides a foundation for his views on current political debates, especially those
related to federalism, civil rights, and the preservation of historical memory.

Allen Guelzo’s Views on American Conservatism

Allen Guelzo is frequently associated with American conservatism, though his views often exhibit a
nuanced approach that transcends simple ideological categorization. He advocates for a conservatism
rooted in respect for historical tradition, constitutional governance, and moral responsibility. His
political stance emphasizes the continuity of American political principles and the cautious adaptation



of change.

Core Principles Emphasized by Guelzo

Guelzo highlights several core principles within his conservative outlook, including:

e Constitutional Fidelity: A strict adherence to the U.S. Constitution as the guiding document
for governance.

» Historical Continuity: Preservation of the nation’s founding ideals and recognition of historical
context in policy-making.

e Moral Absolutism: The belief in objective moral truths that inform political and social order.

e Limited Government: Advocacy for restrained governmental power to protect individual
liberties.

Through these principles, Guelzo’s political stance aligns with a traditionalist vision of governance
that values stability and continuity over radical change.

Interpretation of Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War

Central to understanding Allen Guelzo’s political stance is his interpretation of Abraham Lincoln and
the Civil War. Guelzo portrays Lincoln as a complex figure whose political decisions were deeply
rooted in constitutionalism and moral conviction. His scholarship argues that Lincoln’s leadership was
instrumental in preserving the Union and advancing the cause of emancipation within a legal
framework.

Lincoln’s Political Philosophy According to Guelzo

Guelzo emphasizes several aspects of Lincoln’s political philosophy that reflect his own views,
including:

Unionism: The paramount importance of maintaining the United States as a unified nation.

Legalism: The use of constitutional mechanisms to achieve political aims.

Emancipation as a Moral and Political Act: The abolition of slavery as both a moral
imperative and a strategic necessity.

Pragmatism: Lincoln’s willingness to adapt policies to the exigencies of war and politics.

This interpretation influences Guelzo’s political stance by underscoring the balance between principle
and practical governance.



Political Commentary and Public Engagement

Beyond academia, Allen Guelzo engages in public discourse through lectures, writings, and media
appearances, where his political stance is articulated in response to contemporary issues. He often
critiques modern political movements and policies through the prism of historical precedent,
advocating for informed debate grounded in historical knowledge.

Topics Addressed in Public Commentary

Guelzo’s public commentary frequently addresses topics such as:

e The role of history in shaping national identity.
e The importance of constitutional originalism in legal interpretation.
* The dangers of historical revisionism and its political implications.

* The ethical dimensions of political leadership and governance.

His engagement reflects a commitment to fostering a politically literate public that appreciates the
complexities of America’s past and its relevance to present governance.

Criticism and Reception of Guelzo’s Political Views

Allen Guelzo’s political stance has generated both support and criticism within academic and political
circles. His traditionalist conservatism appeals to those who prioritize historical fidelity and
constitutionalism, while critics sometimes challenge his interpretations as overly rigid or insufficiently
attentive to progressive social change.

Main Areas of Criticism

1. Perceived Partisanship: Some argue that Guelzo’s views align too closely with conservative
political agendas, potentially limiting his historical objectivity.

2. Interpretation of Lincoln: Critics debate whether Guelzo’s portrayal of Lincoln neglects more
radical aspects of emancipation and civil rights advocacy.

3. Resistance to Revisionism: His skepticism toward revisionist history is viewed by some as an
obstacle to understanding the full scope of historical narratives.

Despite this, Guelzo remains a respected figure whose political stance continues to contribute
significantly to discussions on history and politics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Allen Guelzo's political stance?

Allen Guelzo is generally known for his conservative perspective, especially in his interpretations of
American history and politics.

How does Allen Guelzo's political stance influence his
historical work?

Guelzo's conservative viewpoint often emphasizes traditional interpretations of American history,
particularly regarding the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln.

Has Allen Guelzo expressed support for any political party?

While Guelzo's work aligns with conservative principles, he is primarily an academic and historian and
does not frequently engage in partisan politics publicly.

Does Allen Guelzo's political stance affect his views on
modern political issues?

Guelzo tends to focus on historical analysis rather than contemporary political debates, but his
conservative outlook can be inferred in his commentary on governance and constitutional matters.

How do critics describe Allen Guelzo's political stance?

Critics sometimes view Guelzo's political stance as traditionalist or conservative, appreciating his
scholarly rigor but noting his alignment with right-leaning interpretations.

Is Allen Guelzo's political stance reflected in his teaching and
public speaking?

Yes, Guelzo's conservative approach is often reflected in his lectures and writings, where he stresses
the importance of historical context and constitutional principles.

Additional Resources

1. Lincoln and the Politics of Abolition

This book explores Allen Guelzo’s perspective on Abraham Lincoln’s political stance regarding the
abolition of slavery. Guelzo presents Lincoln as a pragmatic politician who balanced moral conviction
with political necessity. The work delves into how Lincoln's policies evolved in response to the
pressures of war and public opinion.

2. The Conservative Foundations of American Political Thought
In this text, Guelzo examines the roots of American conservatism, tracing its development from the
founding era through the 19th century. He argues that many of the principles underlying modern



conservative thought have deep historical origins. The book also highlights the influence of religious
and moral values on political ideology.

3. Slavery, Freedom, and the American Political Tradition

Guelzo addresses the complex relationship between slavery and American political identity. This book
analyzes how competing visions of freedom shaped the political debates leading up to the Civil War. It
offers insight into Guelzo’s interpretation of the limits and possibilities of political compromise on
moral issues.

4. The Civil War as a Political Crisis

Focusing on the Civil War era, Guelzo presents the conflict as a profound political crisis that tested the
nation’s commitment to union and democracy. The book provides an in-depth look at the decisions
and political maneuvers of key figures, including Lincoln. It stresses the delicate balance between
preserving the nation and addressing the moral imperative of ending slavery.

5. Faith and Freedom: Religion’s Role in American Political Life

This book explores Guelzo’s views on the intersection of religion and politics in American history. He
argues that religious belief has been a driving force behind many political movements and decisions.
The narrative details how faith has influenced both progressive reforms and conservative policies.

6. Union and Liberty: The Ideological Battles of the 19th Century

Guelzo investigates the ideological conflicts that shaped the 19th-century United States, focusing on
the tension between unionism and individual liberty. The book highlights how these competing ideals
influenced political debates and alignments during the antebellum period. It reflects Guelzo’s
interpretation of the complex legacy of American political thought.

7. The Legacy of Lincoln’s Political Philosophy

This work delves into the lasting impact of Lincoln’s approach to governance and political ethics.
Guelzo discusses how Lincoln’s ideas about democracy, leadership, and moral responsibility continue
to resonate in contemporary political discourse. The book situates Lincoln’s philosophy within the
broader American political tradition.

8. Constitutional Crisis and Political Leadership in the Civil War Era

Guelzo analyzes the constitutional challenges faced during the Civil War and how political leaders
navigated them. The book examines issues such as executive power, civil liberties, and federal
authority. It emphasizes the delicate political balancing acts necessary to maintain legitimacy and
preserve the Union.

9. Historical Memory and Political Identity in America

This book considers how historical narratives shape political identities and ideologies. Guelzo explores
the role of memory in constructing political meaning, particularly regarding the Civil War and its
aftermath. The work reflects his interest in how history influences contemporary political attitudes
and debates.
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allen guelzo political stance: The Political Ethics of Public Service Vera Vogelsang-Coombs,
2016-05-05 This book provides a defense of democratic politics in American public service and offers
the political ethics of public service as a realistic and optimistic alternative to the cynical American
view toward politics and public service. The author’s alternative helps career public servants regain
public trust by exercising constitutionally centered moral and political leadership that balances the
regime values of liberty and equality in governing American society while contributing to the ethical
progress of the nation. She identifies three distinct leadership styles of political ethics, enabling
career public servants to reconcile their personal loyalties, morality, and consciences with the public
and private morality of American society and their constitutional obligations to secure the
democratic freedoms of Americans. Recognizing career public servants’ moral and institutional
struggles, the book proposes a rigorous leadership development program to acclimate individuals to
workplace psychological, moral, and political challenges. The view offered here is that career public
servants must be a part of, rather than isolated from, American politics to be effective on the job.

allen guelzo political stance: Conservative Americanism Jesse George-Nichol, 2024-12-11
Conservative Americanism: Nativism, Unionism, and Slavery in Border South Politics, 1854-1861
explores the rise of Conservative Americanism-an ideology that linked the worsening sectional crisis
of the 1850s to the country's growing immigrant population-among former Whigs in the Border
South. Jesse George-Nichol challenges the prevailing wisdom that Unionism, rather than genuine
nativism, drove these Southerners to join the nativist Know Nothing or American Party. She argues
that Southern nativism and Unionism were inextricably linked, bound by a conviction that foreigners
and foreign ideas posed a threat to slavery. Southern moderates understood that immigrants were
responsible for the growing political imbalance between the free and slave states, and after the
Kansas-Nebraska crisis, they came to believe that foreign radicalism was central to the mounting
animus against slavery in the North and West. These Southerners increasingly saw the sectional
conflict as one that not only pitted Northerners against Southerners and freedom against slavery,
but also as a collision between native American moderation and foreign fanaticism. This perception
continued to motivate Southern Know Nothings through the election of 1860, the secession crisis,
and beyond. This book sheds new light on the relationships between conservatism, nativism,
Unionism, and slavery in Border South politics before the Civil War. George-Nichol thus argues that
understanding Southern nativism is essential to understanding Southern Unionism in the Civil
War-era.

allen guelzo political stance: A Political History of the USA Bruce Kuklick, 2019-09-27 This
book is an engaging account of US history from the first European contact with the 'New World' to
the election of Donald Trump in 2016. Bruce Kuklick's straightforward yet authoritative narrative
takes students through the complexities of US history without oversimplifying of requiring prior
knowledge. Placing politics in the context of religious culture and exploring America's assertive
expansion throughout history, A Political History of the USA is supported by wide-ranging examples,
vivid extracts from primary sources, maps and illustrations which illuminate the main text. The
historical narrative it presents is concise, nuanced and sharply drawn. Offering a compelling yet
balanced account of US political, cultural and religious history, this is essential reading for
undergraduate students of History and American Studies. New to this Edition: - More emphasis on
the religious dimensions of the American story, explaining the continuing relevance of evangelical
Christians - A new chapter on the period since 2008 - Incorporation of new research - Discussion of
the paradox of modernism and religion in America - A revised bibliography, including more 'classic'
works

allen guelzo political stance: Political Religion Beyond Totalitarianism J. Augusteijn, P.
Dassen, M. Janse, 2013-01-29 The success of fascist and communist regimes has long been explained
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by their ability to turn political ideology into a type of religion. These innovative essays explore the
notion that all forms of modern mass-politics, including democracies, need a form of sacralization to
function.

allen guelzo political stance: American Politicians Confront the Court Stephen M. Engel,
2011-06-13 Politicians have long questioned, or even been openly hostile to, the legitimacy of
judicial authority, but that authority seems to have become more secure over time. What explains
the recurrence of hostilities and yet the security of judicial power? Addressing this question anew,
Stephen Engel points to the gradual acceptance of dissenting views of the Constitution, that is, the
legitimacy and loyalty of stable opposition. Politicians' changing perception of the threat posed by
opposition influenced how manipulations of judicial authority took shape. Engel's book brings our
understanding of these manipulations into line with other developments, such as the establishment
of political parties, the acceptance of loyal opposition, the development of different modes of
constitutional interpretation and the emergence of rights-based pluralism.

allen guelzo political stance: A Companion to the Antebellum Presidents, 1837 - 1861 Joel H.
Silbey, 2014-01-06 A Companion to the Antebellum Presidents presents a series of original essays
exploring our historical understanding of the role and legacy of the eight U.S. presidents who served
in the significant period between 1837 and the start of the Civil War in 1861. Explores and evaluates
the evolving scholarly reception of Presidents Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler, Polk, Taylor, Fillmore,
Pierce, and Buchanan, including their roles, behaviors, triumphs, and failures Represents the first
single-volume reference to gather together the historiographic literature on the Antebellum
Presidents Brings together original contributions from a team of eminent historians and experts on
the American presidency Reveals insights into presidential leadership in the quarter century leading
up to the American Civil War Offers fresh perspectives into the largely forgotten men who served
during one of the most decisive quarter centuries of United States history

allen guelzo political stance: Politics and Culture of the Civil War Era Robert Walter
Johannsen, 2006 Robert W. Johannsen, professor emeritus of the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, is one of the leading Jacksonian- and Civil War-era historians of his generation.
Works such as his Stephen A. Douglas and To the Halls of the Montezumas have cemented his place
in period scholarship. He also has mentored literally dozens of professional historians. In his honor,
eleven of his students have gathered to contribute new essays on the period's history. On display
here are cutting-edge examinations of thought and culture in the late Jacksonian era, new
considerations of Manifest Destiny, and fascinating interpretations of the lives of the two political
giants of the period, Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln. Democratic Party politics and Civil
War-era religion also come into play.

allen guelzo political stance: The Politicians and the Egalitarians: The Hidden History of
American Politics Sean Wilentz, 2016-05-17 One of our most eminent historians reminds us of the
commanding role party politics has played in America’s enduring struggle against economic
inequality. “There are two keys to unlocking the secrets of American politics and American political
history.” So begins The Politicians & the Egalitarians, Princeton historian Sean Wilentz’s bold new
work of history. First, America is built on an egalitarian tradition. At the nation’s founding,
Americans believed that extremes of wealth and want would destroy their revolutionary experiment
in republican government. Ever since, that idea has shaped national political conflict and scored
major egalitarian victories—from the Civil War and Progressive eras to the New Deal and the Great
Society—along the way. Second, partisanship is a permanent fixture in America, and America is the
better for it. Every major egalitarian victory in United States history has resulted neither from
abandonment of partisan politics nor from social movement protests but from a convergence of
protest and politics, and then sharp struggles led by principled and effective party politicians. There
is little to be gained from the dream of a post-partisan world. With these two insights Sean Wilentz
offers a crystal-clear portrait of American history, told through politicians and egalitarians including
Thomas Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and W. E. B. Du Bois—a portrait that runs counter to current
political and historical thinking. As he did with his acclaimed The Rise of American Democracy,




Wilentz once again completely transforms our understanding of this nation’s political and moral
character.

allen guelzo political stance: Religion and the American Presidency Gaston Espinosa, 2009
This book challenges the idea that the mixing of religion and presidential politics is a new
phenomenon. It explores how presidents have drawn on their religious upbringing, rhetoric, ideas,
and beliefs to promote their domestic and foreign policies to the nation. This influence is evident in
Washington's decision to add so help me God to the presidential oath, accusations by Adam's
supporters that Jefferson was an infidel, Lincoln's biblical metaphors during the Civil War, and
FDR's call to fight against Nazi totalitarianism on behalf of Judeo-Christian civilization. It is also
apparent in Truman's support for Israel, Eisenhower's Cold War decision to add In God We Trust on
American currency, the debate over JFK's Catholicism, Jimmy Carter's born-again Christianity,
Reagan's Evil Empire speech, Clinton's public repentance, and George W. Bush's crusade against
Islamic terrorists. This volume explores these issues of religion and power in the presidencies of
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Lincoln, FDR, Truman, Eisenhower, JFK, Carter, Reagan, George H.
W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush through scholarly interpretations, primary sources, and
illustrations.

allen guelzo political stance: A Companion to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Christopher McKnight Nichols, Nancy C. Unger, 2022-06-15 A Companion to the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era presents a collection of new historiographic essays covering the years between 1877
and 1920, a period which saw the U.S. emerge from the ashes of Reconstruction to become a world
power. The single, definitive resource for the latest state of knowledge relating to the history and
historiography of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Features contributions by leading scholars in a
wide range of relevant specialties Coverage of the period includes geographic, social, cultural,
economic, political, diplomatic, ethnic, racial, gendered, religious, global, and ecological themes and
approaches In today’s era, often referred to as a “second Gilded Age,” this book offers relevant
historical analysis of the factors that helped create contemporary society Fills an important
chronological gap in period-based American history collections

allen guelzo political stance: Melville's Maritime Politics David Mence, 2025-10-10 Reading
his works in dialogue with Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Kant, Melville's Maritime
Politics: Enlightenment at Sea offers a new account of Herman Melville (1819-1891) as a major
figure in the history of American political thought. Tracing the ship of state metaphor throughout
Melville's oeuvre, it charts the evolution of his views on the theory and practice of American
democracy, beginning with the Romantic Federalism of Typee and Omoo and ending in the tragic
pragmatism of Battle-Pieces and Billy Budd, Sailor.

allen guelzo political stance: The Soul of Politics Glenn Ellmers, 2023-10-17 WITH A NEW
PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR Harry V. Jaffa (1918-2015), professor at Claremont McKenna College
and distinguished fellow of the Claremont Institute, was one of the most influential thinkers of the
twentieth century. His hundreds of students have reached positions of power and prestige
throughout the intellectual and political world, including at the Supreme Court and the Trump White
House. Jaffa authored Barry Goldwater’s famous 1964 Republican Convention speech, which
declared, “Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. And moderation in the pursuit of justice is
no virtue.” William F. Buckley, Jaffa’s close friend and a key figure in shaping the modern
conservative movement, wrote, “If you think it is hard arguing with Harry Jaffa, try agreeing with
him.” His widely acclaimed book Crisis of the House Divided: An Interpretation of the Issues in the
Lincoln-Douglas Debates (1959) was the first scholarly work to treat Abraham Lincoln as a serious
philosophical thinker. As the earliest protégé of the controversial scholar Leo Strauss, Jaffa used his
theoretical insights to argue that the United States is the “best regime” in principle. He saw the
American Revolution and the Civil War as world-historical events that revealed the true nature of
politics. Statesmanship, constitutional government, and the virtues of republican citizenship are keys
to unlocking the most important truths of political philosophy. Jaffa’s student, Glenn Ellmers, was
given complete access to Jaffa’s private papers at Hillsdale College to produce the first




comprehensive examination of his teacher’s vast body of work. In addition to Lincoln and the
founding fathers, the book shares Jaffa’s profound insights into Aristotle, William Shakespeare,
Winston Churchill, and more.

allen guelzo political stance: The 1619 Project Myth Phillip W. Magness, 2025-07-15 “There
is no one better to pick apart the disastrous 1619 Project than Phil Magness. If every classroom that
incorporated the 1619 Project into its curriculum replaced it with this book, the country would be
better off.” —Coleman Hughes Slavery is part of America’s story—its greatest shame. But abolition is
part of America’s story, too. Ignoring the latter isn’t just bad scholarship. It’s brazen deceit. And
more often than not, it’s done for political reasons. But that didn’'t seem to bother the writers at the
New York Times when they launched the 1619 Project in August 2019. Advertised as a journalistic
deep dive on the history of slavery, the series promised thematic explorations on a number of topics
ranging from the first slave ship’s arrival in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619, to the present day.
Independent Institute Senior Fellow and David J. Theroux Chair Phillip W. Magness was intrigued.
What he found, though, was something else entirely. To say he was disappointed is putting it mildly.
The 1619 Project was riddled with partisan hysteria, sloppy “scholarship,” blatant errors of fact and
interpretation, and, above all else, an anti-capitalist ideological agenda to make the case for tearing
down our free market economy. Worse still, its transformation from intellectual debate to political
dogma poisoned discourse on the right and the left. Angry Twitter mobs canceled and called for the
censoring of all critics. Civil discourse and rational thinking became almost impossible. Almost
impossible. Thankfully, The 1619 Project Myth boldly sounds the alarm on the New York Times’
outright ideological warfare against American history. It’s the essential guide to the many lies,
distortions, and propaganda peddled by the 1619 Project and its defenders. Magness’ writing is cool,
calm, collected, and firm. An acclaimed academic and historian in his own right, he debunks and
dismantles every myth and blunder of the 1619 Project, including: how the 1619 Project’s creator
Nikole Hannah-Jones twisted history into shallow political propaganda (just in time for election
season); why the Project’s activist defenders rely on sneering derision instead of historical facts; why
capitalism is not racist ... and, in fact, helped free the slaves; why reparations are a moral and
logistical dead end; how the American Historical Association fumbled a chance to protect its
institutional integrity and defend real scholarship; how Hannah-Jones responded to her critics by
ignoring their corrections and making her message even more partisan, political, and anti-capitalist;
and so much more... In these pages, Magness delivers a long-overdue rebuke to “scholars” who treat
history as a political weapon. History isn’t a tool for scoring points. It’s a long, complicated, and
morally nuanced story that demands humility, intelligence, and moral courage from every scholar
who dares plumb its depths. This is a must-read book on slavery, freedom, and the true American
story.

allen guelzo political stance: Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal
Democracy Jon D. Schaff, 2019-07-03 This bold, groundbreaking study of American political
development assesses the presidency of Abraham Lincoln through the lenses of governmental
power, economic policy, expansion of executive power, and natural rights to show how Lincoln not
only believed in the limitations of presidential power but also dedicated his presidency to restraining
the scope and range of it. Though Lincoln’s presidency is inextricably linked to the Civil War, and he
is best known for his defense of the Union and executive wartime leadership, Lincoln believed that
Congress should be at the helm of public policy making. Likewise, Lincoln may have embraced
limited government in vague terms, but he strongly supported effective rule of law and distribution
of income and wealth. Placing the Lincoln presidency within a deeper and more meaningful
historical context, Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal Democracy highlights
Lincoln’s significance in the development of American power institutions and social movement
politics. Using Lincoln’s prepresidential and presidential words and actions, this book argues that
decent government demands a balance of competing goods and the strong statesmanship that
Lincoln exemplified. Instead of relying too heavily on the will of the people and institutional solutions
to help prevent tyranny, Jon D. Schaff proposes that American democracy would be better served by



a moderate and prudential statesmanship such as Lincoln’s, which would help limit democratic
excesses. Schaff explains how Lincoln’s views on prudence, moderation, natural rights, and
economics contain the notion of limits, then views Lincoln’s political and presidential leadership
through the same lens. He compares Lincoln’s views on governmental powers with the defense of
unlimited government by twentieth-century progressives and shows how Lincoln’s theory of labor
anticipated twentieth-century distributist economic thought. Schaff’s unique exploration falls
squarely between historians who consider Lincoln a protoprogressive and those who say his
presidency was a harbinger of industrialized, corporatized America. In analyzing Lincoln’s approach,
Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal Democracy rejects the idea he was a
revolutionary statesman and instead lifts up Lincoln’s own affinity for limited presidential power,
making the case for a modest approach to presidential power today based on this understanding of
Lincoln’s statesmanship. As a counterpoint to the contemporary landscape of bitter, uncivil politics,
Schaff points to Lincoln’s statesmanship as a model for better ways of engaging in politics in a
democracy.

allen guelzo political stance: Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy Nicholas Buccola,
2016-03-14 Though Abraham Lincoln was not a political philosopher per se, in word and in deed he
did grapple with many of the most pressing and timeless questions in politics. What is the moral
basis of popular sovereignty? What are the proper limits on the will of the majority? When and why
should we revere the law? What are we to do when the letter of the law is at odds with what we
believe justice requires? How is our devotion to a particular nation related to our commitment to
universal ideals? What is the best way to protect the right to liberty for all people? The contributors
to this volume, a methodologically and ideologically diverse group of scholars, examine Lincoln's
responses to these and other ultimate questions in politics. The result is a fascinating portrait of not
only Abraham Lincoln but also the promises and paradoxes of liberal democracy. The basic liberal
democratic idea is that individual liberty is best secured by a democratic political order that treats
all citizens as equals before the law and is governed by the law, with its limits on how the state may
treat its citizens and on how citizens may treat one another. Though wonderfully coherent in theory,
these ideas prove problematic in real-world politics. The authors of this volume approach Lincoln as
the embodiment of this paradox--naturally antislavery yet unflinchingly committed to defending
proslavery laws; defender of the common man but troubled by the excesses of democracy; devoted to
the idea of equal natural rights yet unable to imagine a harmonoius, interracial democracy.
Considering Lincoln as he attempted to work out the meaning and coherence of the liberal
democratic project in practice, these authors craft a profile of the 16th president's political thought
from a variety of perspectives and through multiple lenses. Together their essays create the first
fully-dimensional portrait of Abraham Lincoln as a political actor, expressing, addressing, and
reframing the perennial questions of liberal democracy for his time and our own.

allen guelzo political stance: Lincoln and the Democrats Mark E. Neely, 2017-02-07 This
book explains the behavior of a two-party system during war - emphasizing the Democrats' role in
the Civil War.

allen guelzo political stance: Policy and Supporting Positions , 1988

allen guelzo political stance: The Academic Trumpists David L. Swartz, 2024-08-01 Matt
Dawson and David L. Swartz discuss The Academic Trumpists on the New Books in Sociology
podcast Reviewed by Scott McLemee in Inside Higher Ed 'Donald Trump wants to dismantle the
Department of Education. Some professors would welcome it', by David L. Swartz in Salon There has
been an outpouring of research on populist conservatism since the advent of the Trump presidency
and extreme right movements in Europe. Much less studied, however, is the growing political
conservatism in the American academy and how it relates to populist sentiment. The Academic
Trumpists addresses a gap in the research literature by looking at the impact of Trumpism on
conservative faculty. It compares 109 professors who publicly support Trump to 89 conservative
professors who oppose Trump. All 198 function as public intellectuals who advocated publicly their
views. Drawing on recent research in the sociology of intellectuals and Pierre Bourdieu’s analytical



field perspective, this book offers a fielding political identities and practices framework to show how
these two groups of professors (Trumpists and anti-Trumpists) differ in where they teach, their
intellectual orientations, their scholarly productivity, their political rationales, where they network
with think tanks, scholarly professional associations, and government agencies, and their stances on
key controversies surrounding the Trump presidency (Covid-19, the two impeachments, the
November 2020 election lost, and the January 6 mob assault on the United States Capitol). The
academic Trumpists embrace the right-wing populist wave mobilized by Trump and the conservative
critics resist this move. This polarization of views between these two groups of conservative
professors is enduring and rooted in two distinct social networks that connect their positions in the
academic field to affiliations with conservative think tanks that reinforce their respective political
identities and radical right-wing anti-establishment thinking in America more generally. This book
will appeal to readers interested in the politics of higher education, the sociology of intellectuals,
political sociology, and research on conservative and right-wing populism politics in America today.

allen guelzo political stance: The Tragedy of U.S. Foreign Policy Walter A. McDougall,
2018-11-22 A fierce critique of civil religion as the taproot of America’s bid for global hegemony
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Walter A. McDougall argues powerfully that a pervasive but
radically changing faith that “God is on our side” has inspired U.S. foreign policy ever since 1776.
The first comprehensive study of the role played by civil religion in U.S. foreign relations over the
entire course of the country’s history, McDougall’s book explores the deeply infused religious
rhetoric that has sustained and driven an otherwise secular republic through peace, war, and global
interventions for more than two hundred years. From the Founding Fathers and the crusade for
independence to the Monroe Doctrine, through World Wars I and IT and the decades-long Cold War
campaign against “godless Communism,” this coruscating polemic reveals the unacknowledged but
freely exercised dogmas of civil religion that bind together a “God blessed” America, sustaining the
nation in its pursuit of an ever elusive global destiny.

allen guelzo political stance: Loathing Lincoln John McKee Barr, 2014-04-07 While most
Americans count Abraham Lincoln among the most beloved and admired former presidents, a
dedicated minority has long viewed him not only as the worst president in the country's history, but
also as a criminal who defied the Constitution and advanced federal power and the idea of racial
equality. In Loathing Lincoln, historian John McKee Barr surveys the broad array of criticisms about
Abraham Lincoln that emerged when he stepped onto the national stage, expanded during the Civil
War, and continued to evolve after his death and into the present. The first panoramic study of
Lincoln's critics, Barr's work offers an analysis of Lincoln in historical memory and an examination of
how his critics -- on both the right and left -- have frequently reflected the anxiety and discontent
Americans felt about their lives. From northern abolitionists troubled by the slow pace of
emancipation, to Confederates who condemned him as a black Republican and despot, to Americans
who blamed him for the civil rights movement, to, more recently, libertarians who accuse him of
trampling the Constitution and creating the modern welfare state, Lincoln's detractors have always
been a vocal minority, but not one without influence. By meticulously exploring the most significant
arguments against Lincoln, Barr traces the rise of the president's most strident critics and links most
of them to a distinct right-wing or neo-Confederate political agenda. According to Barr, their
hostility to a more egalitarian America and opposition to any use of federal power to bring about
such goals led them to portray Lincoln as an imperialistic president who grossly overstepped the
bounds of his office. In contrast, liberals criticized him for not doing enough to bring about
emancipation or ensure lasting racial equality. Lincoln's conservative and libertarian foes, however,
constituted the vast majority of his detractors. More recently, Lincoln's most vociferous critics have
adamantly opposed Barack Obama and his policies, many of them referencing Lincoln in their
attacks on the current president. In examining these individuals and groups, Barr's study provides a
deeper understanding of American political life and the nation itself.
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