
an introduction to world religions
an introduction to world religions offers a foundational overview of the
diverse belief systems that have shaped human culture and history across the
globe. This article explores the major world religions, their core beliefs,
practices, and historical contexts. Understanding world religions provides
insight into the values, traditions, and social structures of various
societies, fostering greater intercultural awareness. From ancient spiritual
traditions to contemporary faiths, the study of religion reveals the
commonalities and differences that define human spirituality. The discussion
includes well-known religions such as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Judaism, as well as indigenous and lesser-known belief systems.
This comprehensive guide serves as a valuable resource for students,
educators, and anyone interested in the rich tapestry of human faith. Below
is the table of contents outlining the main sections of this article.
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Major World Religions
The world’s major religions encompass a broad spectrum of beliefs and
traditions. These religions have millions to billions of adherents worldwide
and have significantly influenced cultures and civilizations. The primary
world religions include Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism.

Christianity
Christianity is the largest religion globally, centered on the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. It emphasizes faith in one God and salvation
through Jesus. Christian doctrine includes the Bible as its sacred scripture,
with major branches such as Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern
Orthodoxy.



Islam
Islam is a monotheistic faith founded on the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad, recorded in the Quran. Muslims follow the Five Pillars of Islam as
fundamental practices. Sunni and Shia are the two main sects within Islam,
with diverse cultural expressions worldwide.

Hinduism
Hinduism, one of the oldest religions, is characterized by a rich mythology,
diverse rituals, and the concepts of karma, dharma, and reincarnation. It is
polytheistic, worshiping a vast array of deities, and holds the Vedas and
Upanishads as sacred texts.

Buddhism
Buddhism is based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha. It
focuses on the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path as ways to overcome
suffering and attain enlightenment. Buddhism varies in practice across
different cultures, including Theravāda, Mahāyāna, and Vajrayāna traditions.

Judaism
Judaism is the ancient monotheistic religion of the Jewish people, grounded
in the covenant between God and Abraham. The Hebrew Bible, especially the
Torah, is central to Jewish law, ethics, and identity. It has profoundly
influenced Christianity and Islam.

Core Beliefs and Practices
Religions around the world share common themes such as beliefs about
divinity, the afterlife, and moral codes, yet they differ in rituals and
theology. Understanding core beliefs and practices helps illuminate the
purpose and meaning within different faiths.

Concepts of God and Divinity
World religions vary in their conception of the divine, ranging from
monotheism to polytheism and pantheism. Some view God as a personal,
omnipotent being, while others see divinity as an impersonal force or
universal spirit.



Rituals and Worship
Ritual practices such as prayer, meditation, fasting, and ceremonies are
central to religious life. These acts foster community, spiritual discipline,
and a connection with the sacred.

Ethical Teachings
Most religions provide ethical guidelines to govern human behavior. These
moral precepts promote values such as compassion, honesty, justice, and
respect for life.

Sacred Texts and Scriptures
Religious scriptures serve as authoritative sources of doctrine, history, and
law. They include texts like the Bible, Quran, Bhagavad Gita, and Tripitaka,
each playing a vital role in shaping religious identity.

Monotheism: belief in one God

Polytheism: belief in many gods

Reincarnation and karma

Salvation and enlightenment

Ritual observance and festivals

Historical Development of Religions
The evolution of world religions spans thousands of years, reflecting human
responses to existential questions and social needs. Historical contexts have
shaped the doctrines, spread, and transformations of religious traditions.

Origins of Major Religions
Many religions originated in specific geographical regions and historical
periods. For example, Hinduism developed in ancient India, while Christianity
emerged in the Roman province of Judea.



Spread and Adaptation
Religions have spread through migration, trade, conquest, and missionary
work. They often adapt to local cultures, resulting in diverse expressions of
faith worldwide.

Religious Reform and Revival Movements
Throughout history, reform movements have sought to address perceived
corruption or stagnation within religions, leading to new denominations or
revitalized practices.

Religious Diversity and Interfaith
Understanding
Religious diversity is a hallmark of the modern world, where multiple faiths
coexist within societies. Promoting interfaith understanding is essential for
peaceful coexistence and mutual respect.

Pluralism and Tolerance
Religious pluralism acknowledges the coexistence of different beliefs and
encourages respect for religious freedom and diversity.

Interfaith Dialogue
Interfaith dialogue involves communication and cooperation between different
religious groups to foster understanding, reduce conflict, and address common
social issues.

Challenges of Religious Diversity
Religious diversity can sometimes lead to misunderstandings, discrimination,
or conflict. Addressing these challenges requires education, dialogue, and
policies promoting inclusion.

Religion and Society
Religion profoundly influences social structures, culture, law, and politics.
Its role varies across societies and historical periods, shaping identity and
community cohesion.



Religion and Culture
Religious beliefs often inform art, music, literature, and customs,
contributing to cultural heritage and identity.

Religion in Politics and Law
Some societies integrate religion with governance, while others maintain
secular legal systems. Religious values can impact legislation and political
movements.

Religion and Social Justice
Many religious traditions advocate for social justice, human rights, and
charitable work, influencing social policies and humanitarian efforts.

Religious festivals and holidays

Religious education and institutions

Role of clergy and religious leaders

Religion’s impact on family and community life

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major world religions introduced in an
overview of world religions?
The major world religions typically introduced include Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and sometimes Sikhism and Taoism.

Why is it important to study world religions?
Studying world religions promotes understanding, tolerance, and respect among
different cultures and beliefs, and it helps explain historical and
contemporary societal behaviors and values.

What are the common elements found in most world
religions?
Common elements often include beliefs about the divine or sacred, rituals,



moral codes, sacred texts, and community practices.

How does an introduction to world religions address
the concept of spirituality?
It explores various interpretations of spirituality, ranging from belief in a
higher power to personal enlightenment, and shows how different religions
approach spiritual experiences.

What role do sacred texts play in world religions?
Sacred texts serve as authoritative sources for teachings, laws, stories, and
guidance for followers, shaping their beliefs and practices.

How do world religions influence culture and
society?
Religions impact art, law, ethics, festivals, social norms, and politics,
often shaping the identity and values of communities and nations.

What is the difference between monotheistic and
polytheistic religions?
Monotheistic religions believe in one God (e.g., Christianity, Islam,
Judaism), while polytheistic religions worship multiple gods or deities
(e.g., Hinduism, ancient Greek religion).

How can learning about world religions contribute to
conflict resolution?
Understanding religious beliefs and practices can reduce misunderstandings
and prejudices, fostering dialogue and peaceful coexistence among diverse
groups.

Additional Resources
1. World Religions: The Great Faiths Explored & Explained
This book offers a clear and accessible introduction to the major world
religions, including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and more. It
combines historical context with explanations of key beliefs, rituals, and
cultural practices. Richly illustrated, it helps readers gain a deeper
understanding of the diverse faith traditions that shape our world.

2. The Religions Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained
Part of the "Big Ideas" series, this book breaks down complex religious
concepts into easily digestible sections. Covering a wide range of religions,



it highlights foundational beliefs, sacred texts, and important figures. The
engaging layout with timelines and graphics makes it an excellent starting
point for beginners.

3. Introduction to World Religions by Christopher Partridge
This textbook provides a comprehensive survey of the world’s major religions
with an academic yet approachable tone. It explores historical development,
core doctrines, and contemporary issues within each tradition. Ideal for
students or general readers, it encourages critical thinking about religion
in a global context.

4. Living Religions by Mary Pat Fisher
Fisher’s book delves into the lived experiences and practices of various
religions around the world. It emphasizes how faith shapes daily life,
ethics, and community. The text is well-organized and includes personal
stories, making it relatable and insightful for newcomers.

5. The Essence of World Religions by Huston Smith
Written by one of the most respected scholars in religious studies, this
concise work distills the core teachings of the major religions. Smith’s
clear and poetic prose invites readers to appreciate the spiritual wisdom
found across traditions. It’s a thoughtful introduction that encourages open-
minded exploration.

6. God Is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World—and Why Their
Differences Matter by Stephen Prothero
Prothero challenges the idea that all religions are essentially the same and
highlights the distinct beliefs and practices of eight major faiths. The book
is both informative and provocative, offering insights into how religions
address life’s big questions. It’s perfect for readers interested in
understanding religious diversity more deeply.

7. Religions of the World: An Introduction by Lewis M. Hopfe and Mark R.
Woodward
This comprehensive text covers a broad spectrum of religious traditions, from
ancient indigenous beliefs to modern movements. It provides historical
background, doctrinal summaries, and discussions of contemporary relevance.
The book balances scholarly rigor with accessibility for those new to
religious studies.

8. A Concise Introduction to World Religions by Oxtoby and Segal
Known for its clear writing and balanced perspective, this book introduces
readers to the fundamental elements of the world’s religions. It includes
comparative analyses and explores how religions influence culture and
society. The concise format makes it suitable for quick yet thorough
learning.

9. Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know—and Doesn’t by
Stephen Prothero
Focusing on the United States but applicable globally, this book argues for
the importance of understanding religion in public life. Prothero explains



key facts and concepts about major religions with clarity and humor. It’s an
engaging resource for anyone seeking to improve their religious literacy and
appreciate global religious diversity.
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  an introduction to world religions: A Short Introduction to World Religions Tim Dowley,
2018-07-01 This leading textbook for world religions is now available in a more concise version.
Many of the features of Introduction to World Religions are retained in this volume but with focus on
the religious traditions themselves. The section on religions of antiquity has been removed and key
content in each chapter streamlined to increase accessibility for students in their study and research
of the world's religious traditions. Known and valued for its balanced approach, this book offers an
arresting layout with rich illustrations. It continues to provide broad coverage of diverse religions,
including indigenous religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism,
and Chinese, Korean, and Japanese religions. The user-friendly content is enhanced by charts of
religious festivals, historic timelines, updated maps of the world's religions, and a useful glossary.
Both historical overviews and modern perspectives for each religion are included. This edition
includes several updates made to the new third edition, including a new design, a new section on
women and religion, and a newly revised section on religions in today's world.
  an introduction to world religions: Introduction to World Religions Christopher Partridge,
2013-11-01 A leading textbook for world religion, this new edition is designed to help students in
their study and research of the world's religious traditions. Known and valued for its balanced
approach and its respected board of consulting editors, this text addresses ways to study religion,
provides broad coverage of diverse religions, and offers an arresting layout with rich illustrations.
The second edition has new and extended primary source readings, a stronger section on the
Religions of South Asia, additional maps, a new full-color, student-friendly format, and more.
  an introduction to world religions: Paths to the Divine: An Introduction to World Religions
David Hodges, 2019-06-13 Paths to the Divine: An Introduction to World Religions expertly combines
original writing and engaging primary source texts to familiarize students with the basic tenets of a
variety of world religions. Beyond presenting foundational knowledge on religious traditions, the
volume demonstrates how belief systems can shape both an individual's and a society's culture,
worldviews, and sense of belonging. The book features distinct emphasis on the religious traditions
of Asia, presenting readers with information on beliefs and practices that may be unfamiliar or new
to them, expanding their understanding and appreciation of others' traditions. The book begins by
introducing students to the basics of religion, including key concepts and features of religion,
representations of the divine, and the connection between nature and religion in early traditions.
Additional chapters provide students with valuable insight and enlightening readings on Jainism,
Buddhism, Sikhism, Chinese religion, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
Throughout, key terms, contextual introductions, discussion questions, and suggestions for further
reading are provided. Written to expand students' knowledge and understanding of global traditions,
Paths of the Divine is an ideal text for introductory courses in humanities, theology, and world
religions. David Hodges is an ordained minister and an associate professor of humanities at
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Grambling State University. He holds a Ph.D. in humanities with an emphasis in religious studies
from Florida State University and a M.Div. in theology and theological studies from Asbury
Theological Seminary.
  an introduction to world religions: Understanding the Religions of the World Will Deming,
2025-02-10 A comprehensive, visually rich introduction to the world's major religious traditions Now
in its second edition, Understanding the Religions of the World: An Introduction provides an
essential framework for analyzing and understanding the world's major religions. Rather than simply
presenting a series of facts, this innovative textbook provides an insightful lens through which
students examine how and why religions appeal to their followers. Contributions from leading
scholars who have conducted fieldwork in the traditions they discuss focus on the contemporary
beliefs and practices of Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Chinese Religion, and
others. Each chapter contains detailed analysis, up-to-date scholarship, review and discussion
questions, and multiple informational boxes that discuss topics in greater depth across five
analytical categories. More than 150 carefully curated images, diagrams, and maps that enhance
student comprehension and retention are integrated throughout. This edition features two entirely
new chapters on the development of the study of religion and indigenous religions of the Americas.
Helping students appreciate the complex systems of belief that shape human experience,
Understanding the Religions of the World: Provides a current and relevant perspective on religion
across the globe Analyzes how religions operate as systems for achieving human aspirations Helps
students strengthen critical thinking skills and cultural awareness Draws on the latest research and
academic insights in the area of Religious Studies Covers traditions not typically addressed in
introductory texts, such as indigenous religions of Africa and Oceania Supplying the tools necessary
for exploring global faith traditions, Understanding the Religions of the World: An Introduction,
Second Edition is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and elite high school honors courses on
religious studies, anthropology, comparative religion, and theology.
  an introduction to world religions: Introducing World Religions Charles E. Farhadian,
2015-06-09 This beautifully designed, full-color textbook offers a comprehensive introduction to the
world's religions, including history, beliefs, worship practices, and contemporary expressions.
Charles Farhadian, a seasoned teacher and recognized expert on world religions, provides an
empathetic account that both affirms Christian uniqueness and encourages openness to various
religious traditions. His nuanced, ecumenical perspective enables readers to appreciate both
Christianity and the world's religions in new ways. The book highlights similarities, dissimilarities,
and challenging issues for Christians and includes significant selections from sacred texts to
enhance learning. Pedagogical features include sidebars, charts, key terms, an extensive glossary,
over two hundred illustrations, and about a dozen maps. This book is supplemented with helpful web
materials for both students and professors through Baker Academic's Textbook eSources. Resources
include self quizzes, discussion questions, additional further readings, a sample syllabus, and a test
bank.
  an introduction to world religions: A Study Companion to Introduction to World
Religions Beth Wright, 2013-11-01 The Study Companion is a valuable additional resource for
introductory courses in world religions that use Christopher Partridge's Introduction to World
Religions, Second Edition. Thoroughly checked and updated to work flawlessly with the revised
second edition of this important text, the Study Companion provides biographical information,
primary source readings, bibliographies, and many other pedagogical tools to enhance the student's
experience.
  an introduction to world religions: Introduction to World Religions Jacob Neusner, 2010 With
an emphaisis on communities of faith, this accessible book will introduce students to the classic
texts, important events, key figures, defining rituals, essential creeds and symbols of world religions.
Contents: Introduction by William Scott Green Judaism A. Judaism: Beginnings: Religion of Ancient
Israel by Baruch A. Levine B. Judaism: The Formation by Jacob Neusner C. Judaism in Modern
Times: Reform, Orthodox, and Conservative Judaism, Zionism by Jacob Neusner 2. Christianity A.



Christianity: Beginnings by Bruce Chilton B. Christianity: Roman Catholicism by Lawrence S.
Cunningham C. Orthodox Christianity by J. A. McGuckin D. Christianity: Protestantism by Martin E.
Marty 3. Islam A. Islam: Beginnings by Th. Emil Homerin B. Islam: The Shiite Tradition by Liyakat
Takim C. Islam: The Sunni Tradition by Th. Emil Homerin 4. Hinduism by Douglas Brooks 5.
Buddhism A. Buddhism: Beginnings by Mario Poceski B. Buddhism: The Theravada Tradition by
Kristen Scheible C. Buddhism: The Mahayana Tradition by Mark L. Blum 6. Daoism by Mark
Meulenbled 7. Confucianism by Mark A. Csikszentmihalyi 8. Shinto by James L. Ford 9. Indigenous
Religions A. Indigenous Religious Tradition by Jualynne E. Dodson and Soyna Maria Johnson B.
African Indigenous Religions by Jacob Olupona 10. New 19th Century American Religions by Danny
L. Jorgensen 11. New 20th Century American Religions by Dell deChant
  an introduction to world religions: Neighboring Faiths Winfried Corduan, 2024-04-30 In
this updated and revised edition of a classic text, readers will find informed, empathetic insights into
world religions like Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Native American religion, and many more.
Emphasizing both formal teaching and daily practice, this text shows Christians how to engage
adherents of these faiths in constructive dialogue.
  an introduction to world religions: World Religions in America Jacob Neusner, 2003-01-01
In this the third edition of Jacob Neusner's basic, accessible, and proven guide to the world's
religions as they are practiced in America, new chapters explore the Church of Scientology, Nature
Religions, and the Baha'i faith. In addition, the chapter on Islam in America has been expanded.
Each chapter includes study questions, essay topics, and suggestions for further reading.
  an introduction to world religions: Introduction to World Religions Darryl E. Howard,
2019-10-15 Introduction to World Religions: Upgrading One's Cultural Literacy is an enlightening
and engaging text that provides students with fundamental knowledge about world religions to
deepen their awareness and understanding of global cultures. The book is divided into three units.
Unit I explores the Vedic religions--Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. East Asian belief
systems and religions are discussed in Unit II. The final unit describes the A
  an introduction to world religions: Understanding the Religions of the World Willoughby
Deming, 2015-03-30 Understanding the Religions of the World offers a new approach to the study of
religion which moves away from the purely descriptive and instead helps students understand how
religions actually ‘work’. Covering all the main faith traditions, it combines historical context,
contemporary beliefs and practices, and original theory, with numerous study features and valuable
overviews. A major new student-focused textbook concentrating on contemporary practices and
beliefs of world religions Brings together a team of experts to provide a uniquely comprehensive
coverage of religious traditions, including African religions and the religions of Oceania, which are
rarely covered in detail Integrates original theory by arguing that each religion operates according
to its own logic and order, and that they fulfill our need for a point of orientation Incorporates
extensive student features including chapter introductions, ‘did you know?’ sections, boxed
examples/material, numerous images and maps, conclusions, study questions and teaching plans,
available on publication at www.wiley.com/go/deming
  an introduction to world religions: Global Religions Mark Juergensmeyer, 2003-03-20 The
essays collected here provide brief and accessible introductions to the major world religions in their
global contexts. The volume begins with an introduction to the globalization of religion by Mark
Juergensmeyer, and is followed by individual essays on Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and local religious societies. The book concludes with three essays reflecting on the
global religious scene. Taken together, these essays provide a concise, authoritative, and highly
readable introduction to the state of worldwide religion in the 21st century.
  an introduction to world religions: Ways to the Center Denise Lardner Carmody, Terry L.
Brink, 2006 Striving to be the most student-friendly textbook in this field, Carmody's WAYS TO THE
CENTER: AN INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS, 6th Edition weaves together rich historical,
cultural, and theological detail into structural and philosophical sections that analyze each of the
world's major religions in terms of its views on nature, society, self, and ultimate reality. The readily



accessible text is designed for today's students and places a premium [on] the development of
critical thinking. Combining both historical and systematic analyses, the book takes as its focus the
theme of personal centeredness-a primary goal of each featured religion.
  an introduction to world religions: World Religions in Practice Paul Gwynne, 2011-09-07
World Religions in Practice introduces five of the world's great religions – Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – and explores how they are lived and expressed in custom, ritual,
and symbol. A major new textbook exploring the world's great religions through their customs,
rituals and everyday practices – by focusing on this 'lived experience' it goes beyond many
traditional introductions to religious studies Adopts a directly comparative approach to develop a
greater understanding of the nature of religion Each chapter engages with an individual theme, such
as birth, death, food, pilgrimage and ethics, to illustrate how religious practices are expressed
Broadens students' understanding by offering an impartial discussion of the similarities and
differences between each religion Includes chapter-by-chapter opening themes and summaries, and
will be accompanied by a website at www.blackwellpublishing.com/gwynne featuring additional
resources and study questions.
  an introduction to world religions: Religion Matters Stephen R. Prothero, 2020 Stephen
Prothero's Religion Matters builds religious literacy through an expert's introduction to the greatest
stories ever told. Religions are systems of stories, and there is no better way to engage with the
world's religions than through the stories that animate their beliefs and practices. Through the
exploration of these ancient histories, texts, and stories and their continuities today, Stephen
Prothero, a New York Times bestselling author, gifted storyteller, and award-winning scholar and
teacher, helps students grasp both the vibrancy of the great religions and their role in our fractured
world. Covering Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Daoism, Confucianism,
Navajo Religion, and Atheism, this book focuses on what makes each religion distinct without
neglecting the connections between them--
  an introduction to world religions: Encountering World Religions Irving Hexham, 2019-05-21
The diversity of the world's religions has come to the West, but believers are often ill-equipped for
any kind of serious engagement with non-Christians. In Encountering World Religions, professor and
author Irving Hexham introduces all the world's major religious traditions in a brief and
understandable way. Hexham outlines key beliefs and practices in each religion, while also providing
guidance on how to think critically about them from the standpoint of Christian theology. African,
yogic, and Abrahamic traditions are all covered. Accessible and clear, Encountering World Religions
will provide formal and lay students alike with a useful Christian introduction to the major faiths of
our world.
  an introduction to world religions: Paths to the Divine David Hodges, 2019-06-13 Paths to
the Divine: An Introduction to World Religions expertly combines original writing and engaging
primary source texts to familiarize students with the basic tenets of a variety of world religions.
Beyond presenting foundational knowledge on religious traditions, the volume demonstrates how
belief systems can shape both an individual's and a society's culture, worldviews, and sense of
belonging. The book features distinct emphasis on the religious traditions of Asia, presenting
readers with information on beliefs and practices that may be unfamiliar or new to them, expanding
their understanding and appreciation of others' traditions. The book begins by introducing students
to the basics of religion, including key concepts and features of religion, representations of the
divine, and the connection between nature and religion in early traditions. Additional chapters
provide students with valuable insight and enlightening readings on Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism,
Chinese religion, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Throughout, key terms,
contextual introductions, discussion questions, and suggestions for further reading are provided.
Written to expand students' knowledge and understanding of global traditions, Paths of the Divine is
an ideal text for introductory courses in humanities, theology, and world religions. David Hodges is
an ordained minister and an associate professor of humanities at Grambling State University. He
holds a Ph.D. in humanities with an emphasis in religious studies from Florida State University and a



M.Div. in theology and theological studies from Asbury Theological Seminary.
  an introduction to world religions: Sacred Scriptures of the World Religions Joan Price,
2010-02-17 Price examines religions across the world, offering an insight into each tradition's views
of the world, through their scriptural texts and spiritual practices.
  an introduction to world religions: World Religions Jeaneane D. Fowler, 1997 The six
chapters that separately treat Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism were
written by religion professors from the U. of Wales College, Newport for students with little
knowledge of religion. The authors collectively touch not only upon the general themes of each
religion, but also the diversity within each. The chapter discuss beliefs, rituals, festivals and other
aspects using a mainly phenomenological approach, although the chapter on Christianity somewhat
departs from this mode with a largely historical treatment. Paper edition (unseen), $24.95.
Distributed by ISBS. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  an introduction to world religions: Families of Faith Paul Varo Martinson, 1999 The major
world religions once seemed far away, but now are in our neighborhoods. How can Christians
understand them? How can we respond in a way that is faithful to Christianity while being respectful
of the other religions?Martinson writes from his experience as a missionary and as a teacher of
world religions. He approaches world religions as families of faith: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
Hinduism and Buddhism Confucianism and TaoismHe provides authoritative information and helpful
perspectives on the world religions, showing how we can best engage in dialogue with their
followers. Questions for discussion are included.
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