alpha phi alpha founding date

alpha phi alpha founding date marks a significant moment in the history of African American fraternities
and the broader landscape of collegiate organizations. Established during a time when African
American students faced considerable challenges in higher education, Alpha Phi Alpha has grown into
a prominent and influential fraternity. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the fraternity’s
foundation, its historical context, and its enduring legacy. Understanding the alpha phi alpha founding
date helps illuminate the origins of an organization committed to scholarship, leadership, and service.
This discussion will also highlight the founders, their vision, and how the fraternity has evolved over
the decades. Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of Alpha Phi Alpha’s beginnings and its

impact on college campuses and society at large.
¢ The Alpha Phi Alpha Founding Date and Historical Context
¢ Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha
¢ Significance of the Alpha Phi Alpha Founding Date

e Early Growth and Expansion

¢ Alpha Phi Alpha’s Legacy and Impact

The Alpha Phi Alpha Founding Date and Historical Context

The alpha phi alpha founding date is December 4, 1906. This date marks the establishment of the first
intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity for African American men. The fraternity was founded at Cornell

University in Ithaca, New York, during a period when African American students were largely excluded



from mainstream collegiate organizations due to pervasive racial discrimination. The early 20th century
was a challenging time for African Americans in higher education, and the founding of Alpha Phi Alpha
represented a groundbreaking achievement in creating a support network and fostering leadership

among black college men.

At the time of its founding, African American students faced racial segregation, limited resources, and
social isolation on predominantly white campuses. Alpha Phi Alpha was created to address these
challenges by promoting academic excellence, brotherhood, and social advocacy. The fraternity’s
founding date is not only a historical milestone but also a symbol of resilience and empowerment.
Understanding the social and political climate of the early 1900s provides important context for

appreciating the fraternity’s origins and mission.

Social and Educational Environment in 1906

In 1906, African Americans in the United States were confronting the harsh realities of Jim Crow laws
and systemic racism. Access to quality education was severely limited, and black students often faced
hostility in predominantly white institutions. Despite these obstacles, a small but determined group of
African American men sought to create an organization that would support their academic pursuits and
foster leadership skills. The founding of Alpha Phi Alpha was a response to these societal barriers and

an assertion of the importance of unity and mutual support.

Cornell University as the Birthplace

Cornell University, an Ivy League institution, served as the birthplace of Alpha Phi Alpha. The
university’s relatively progressive atmosphere and diverse student body provided a unique environment
for the fraternity’s inception. The founders chose Cornell because it was one of the few schools where
African American students could enroll, though not without challenges. The alpha phi alpha founding
date at Cornell represents the beginning of a fraternity that would soon expand nationally and

internationally, influencing countless lives.



Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha

The fraternity was founded by seven extraordinary African American men, often referred to as the

“Seven Jewels” of Alpha Phi Alpha. These founders were visionary leaders who sought to create a
brotherhood that emphasized academic excellence, leadership, and service. Their dedication to the
fraternity’s mission laid the foundation for an organization that would become a beacon of hope and

progress for African American men in higher education.

The Seven Jewels

The founders of Alpha Phi Alpha include:

Henry Arthur Callis

Charles Henry Chapman

Eugene Kinckle Jones

George Biddle Kelley

Nathaniel Allison Murray

Robert Harold Ogle

Vertner Woodson Tandy

Each of these men brought unique talents and perspectives that shaped the fraternity’s early
development. They were committed to fostering an environment where African American men could
excel academically and contribute meaningfully to society. Their legacy continues to inspire members

of Alpha Phi Alpha and those who study the fraternity’s history.



Vision and Mission of the Founders

The founders envisioned Alpha Phi Alpha as more than just a social club. They aimed to create an
organization dedicated to intellectual growth, social justice, and community service. The fraternity’s
principles of scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the uplifting of humanity reflect the founders’
commitment to positive change. The alpha phi alpha founding date symbolizes the moment these

ideals were formally established and set into motion.

Significance of the Alpha Phi Alpha Founding Date

The alpha phi alpha founding date carries significant meaning in the fraternity’s history and in the
broader context of African American culture and higher education. December 4, 1906, is celebrated
annually by members and alumni as a reminder of the fraternity’s origins and enduring mission. This
date also serves as a point of pride and a call to action for continued leadership and community

engagement.

Annual Celebrations and Observances

Each year, Alpha Phi Alpha chapters across the world commemorate the founding date with various
events that honor the fraternity’s history and achievements. These celebrations often include
educational programs, community service projects, and social gatherings that reinforce the fraternity’s
values. The alpha phi alpha founding date is a unifying moment for members and an opportunity to

reflect on the fraternity’s impact.

Symbolism and Legacy

The founding date symbolizes the fraternity’s resilience and pioneering spirit. It represents the courage
of the founders who established a brotherhood in the face of adversity. The legacy of the alpha phi
alpha founding date extends beyond the fraternity itself, influencing the civil rights movement and

inspiring generations of African American leaders. It is a testament to the power of unity and purpose.



Early Growth and Expansion

Following the alpha phi alpha founding date, the fraternity experienced significant growth and
expansion. From its initial establishment at Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha quickly spread to other
colleges and universities, becoming the first African American intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity.
This expansion was driven by the need to support black students in various regions and to promote

the fraternity’s mission on a wider scale.

Establishment of Additional Chapters

Alpha Phi Alpha’s early expansion included the founding of chapters at several historically black
colleges and universities (HBCUs) as well as predominantly white institutions. This growth helped
establish a national network of members committed to scholarship and leadership. The fraternity’s

structure and rituals were formalized during this period, creating a consistent identity across chapters.

Key Milestones in Early Development

Important milestones following the founding date include the establishment of the fraternity’s national
organization, the adoption of its motto and symbols, and the initiation of programs focused on
academic achievement and social advocacy. These developments solidified Alpha Phi Alpha’s role as

a leading organization within the African American collegiate community.

Alpha Phi Alpha’s Legacy and Impact

Since the alpha phi alpha founding date, the fraternity has played a vital role in shaping African
American leadership and advancing social justice. Its members have been influential in various fields,
including education, politics, civil rights, and the arts. The fraternity’s commitment to service and

advocacy continues to resonate in contemporary society.



Notable Members and Contributions

Alpha Phi Alpha boasts a distinguished roster of members who have made significant contributions to
American society. Notable members include Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Thurgood Marshall, and W.E.B.
Du Bois. These individuals exemplify the fraternity’s ideals and highlight the enduring impact of the

organization founded on December 4, 1906.

Ongoing Programs and Initiatives

The fraternity continues to uphold its founding principles through various programs focused on
education, mentorship, and civic engagement. Initiatives such as scholarship funds, leadership
development workshops, and community service projects demonstrate Alpha Phi Alpha’s ongoing

commitment to empowering African American youth and fostering positive change.

Summary of Alpha Phi Alpha’s Core Values

e Scholarship: Promoting academic excellence among members.
¢ Leadership: Encouraging members to assume leadership roles in their communities.
¢ Brotherhood: Fostering a lifelong bond among members.

e Service: Advocating for social justice and community uplift.

Frequently Asked Questions



When was Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity founded?

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity was founded on December 4, 1906.

What is the significance of the founding date of Alpha Phi Alpha?

The founding date, December 4, 1906, marks the establishment of the first intercollegiate Greek-letter

fraternity established for African American men.

Where was Alpha Phi Alpha founded on December 4, 19062

Alpha Phi Alpha was founded at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.

Who were the founders of Alpha Phi Alpha on its founding date?

The fraternity was founded by seven men known as the 'Seven Jewels' on December 4, 1906.

How has Alpha Phi Alpha's founding date influenced its traditions?
December 4 is celebrated annually by members as Founders' Day to honor the fraternity's origins and

legacy.

Why is December 4, 1906, important in African American history?

It marks the founding of Alpha Phi Alpha, the first African American intercollegiate Greek-letter

fraternity, promoting leadership and academic excellence.

What events typically occur on Alpha Phi Alpha's founding date?

On December 4, members hold ceremonies, educational programs, and community service events to

commemorate the fraternity's founding.



Has Alpha Phi Alpha's founding date changed since 19069

No, the founding date has always been recognized as December 4, 1906.

Additional Resources

1. Alpha Phi Alpha: A Legacy of Leadership

This book delves into the founding of Alpha Phi Alpha on December 4, 1906, at Cornell University. It
highlights the fraternity's role in shaping African American leadership and its ongoing impact on civil
rights and social justice. The narrative includes biographical sketches of the founders and key

moments in the fraternity's history.

2. The Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha: Visionaries of Change
Focusing on the seven men who established Alpha Phi Alpha, this book provides an in-depth look at
their lives, motivations, and the challenges they faced in the early 20th century. It explores how their

vision for brotherhood and academic excellence laid the groundwork for a historic organization.

3. From 1906 to Today: The Evolution of Alpha Phi Alpha
Tracing the fraternity's journey from its inception to modern times, this book examines how Alpha Phi
Alpha has adapted to social changes while maintaining its core principles. It includes stories of notable

members and their contributions to various fields, illustrating the fraternity's lasting influence.

4. Brotherhood and Scholarship: The Alpha Phi Alpha Story
This volume emphasizes the fraternity’s commitment to academic achievement and community service.
It chronicles key events around the founding date and how these ideals have been upheld through

generations of brothers dedicated to excellence.

5. Alpha Phi Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement
Highlighting the fraternity’s active role in civil rights, this book connects the founding principles to the
actions of members during pivotal moments in history. It showcases leaders who helped drive social

change, inspired by the fraternity’s motto and mission.



6. The Cornell Connection: Birthplace of Alpha Phi Alpha
Focusing on Cornell University, this book explores the environment and conditions that led to the
fraternity’s founding. It provides historical context about the campus life in 1906 and how the founders’

experiences shaped Alpha Phi Alpha’s identity.

7. Alpha Phi Alpha: Pillars of Strength and Unity
This book examines the fraternity’s foundational values such as leadership, scholarship, and service. It
discusses how these pillars have guided Alpha Phi Alpha since its founding date and continue to

inspire members worldwide.

8. Legacy of the Seven: The Founding Fathers of Alpha Phi Alpha
Dedicated to the fraternity’s seven founders, this work gives detailed biographies and personal stories.
It reflects on their legacy and the enduring significance of December 4, 1906, as a landmark date in

African American history.

9. Alpha Phi Alpha: A Century of Brotherhood
Marking over 100 years since its founding, this book celebrates the fraternity’s milestones and
achievements. It combines historical analysis with personal anecdotes from members, emphasizing

Alpha Phi Alpha’s role in fostering brotherhood and leadership since 1906.
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alpha phi alpha founding date: Alpha Phi Alpha Gregory S. Parks, 2012-01-27 On December
4, 1906, on Cornell University's campus, seven black men founded one of the greatest and most
enduring organizations in American history. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. has brought together
and shaped such esteemed men as Martin Luther King Jr., Cornel West, Thurgood Marshall, Wes
Moore, W. E. B. DuBois, Roland Martin, and Paul Robeson. Born in the shadow of slavery and on the
lap of disenfranchisement, Alpha Phi Alpha—like other black Greek-letter organizations—was
founded to instill a spirit of high academic achievement and intellectualism, foster meaningful and
lifelong ties, and racially uplift those brothers who would be initiated into its ranks. In Alpha Phi
Alpha, Gregory S. Parks, Stefan M. Bradley, and other contributing authors analyze the fraternity


https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-03/Book?ID=oeM29-3919&title=alpha-phi-alpha-founding-date.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-010/pdf?ID=rXP27-0205&title=business-ppt-icons.pdf

and its members' fidelity to the founding precepts set forth in 1906. They discuss the identity
established by the fraternity at its inception, the challenges of protecting the image and brand, and
how the organization can identify and train future Alpha men to uphold the standards of an
outstanding African American fraternity. Drawing on organizational identity theory and a diverse
array of methodologies, the authors raise and answer questions that are relevant not only to Alpha
Phi Alpha but to all black Greek-letter organizations.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Jewels Darrius Jerome Gourdine, 2006-06-24 Explore the
planning and founding of the literary society that would one day become Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.
This is a fascinating novel about seven of the greatest contributors to African American collegiate
and graduate life...-- P. [4] of cover.

alpha phi alpha founding date: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Paul E. Brown, Lopez D.
Matthews, Frederick Nickens, 2017-03-11 Although organized in 1932, the history of the Eastern
Region of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity can be traced to the beginnings of the Fraternity. The region,
also known as AlphaEast, is home to some of the oldest chapters in the fraternity. Founded
December 4, 1906, the fraternity's first chapter, Alpha, is seated in Ithaca, New York at Cornell
University. Comprising over 18,500 brothers, the Eastern Region of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity has
become a shining example of what is known as the work of Alpha. Chapters within the region have
supported community groups, provided scholarships to African American youth, and created
non-profit organizations to support the community. The region comprises seven districts that cover
eleven states - Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia - Washington D.C., and the international
areas of Bermuda, Germany, Liberia, South Africa and the United Kingdom (London). The members
of the region have founded organizations and universities. They have changed the course of African
American history through their work in the Civil Rights movement. Members have made lasting
contributions to the fabric of the fraternity and the nation. Brothers like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., and Charles Hamilton Houston made great strides in the arena of Civil
Rights. Brothers like Brother Lutrelle Fleming Palmer, Dr. Freeman Hrabowski, and Samuel Myers,
Sr. have made great contributions to the field of education. Through the various chapter foundations
which have been established, the brothers and chapters within the region have left their mark on
local communities. AlphaEast has truly lived up to its motto, First of All, Leading the Way.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Bennie
D. Brown, Aaron Brown, Alonzo G. Moron, 1947

alpha phi alpha founding date: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Robert L. Harris, 2014

alpha phi alpha founding date: Constitution and By-laws of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., Revised 1960 Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 1960*

alpha phi alpha founding date: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1993

alpha phi alpha founding date: Publication, 1991

alpha phi alpha founding date: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2002

alpha phi alpha founding date: A Pledge with Purpose Gregory S. Parks, Matthew W.
Hughey, 2024-02-06 Reveals the historical and political significance of “The Divine Nine”—the Black
Greek Letter Organizations In 1905, Henry Arthur Callis began his studies at Cornell University.
Despite their academic pedigrees, Callis and his fellow African American students were ostracized
by the majority-white student body, and so in 1906, Callis and some of his peers started the first,
intercollegiate Black Greek Letter Organization (BGLO), Alpha Phi Alpha. Since their founding,
BGLOs have not only served to solidify bonds among many African American college students, they
have also imbued them with a sense of purpose and a commitment to racial uplift—the endeavor to
help Black Americans reach socio-economic equality. A Pledge with Purpose explores the arc of
these unique, important, and relevant social institutions. Gregory S. Parks and Matthew W. Hughey
uncover how BGLOs were shaped by, and labored to transform, the changing social, political, and



cultural landscape of Black America from the era of the Harlem Renaissance to the civil rights
movement. Alpha Phi Alpha boasts such members as Thurgood Marshall, civil rights lawyer and US
Supreme Court Justice, and Dr. Charles Wesley, noted historian and college president. Delta Sigma
Theta members include Bethune-Cookman College founder Mary McLeod Bethune and women'’s
rights activist Dorothy Height. Huey P. Newton, co-founder of the Black Panther Party, who left an
indelible mark on the civil rights movement, was a member of Phi Beta Sigma, while Dr. Mae
Jemison, a celebrated engineer and astronaut, belonged to Alpha Kappa Alpha. Through such
individuals, Parks and Hughey demonstrate the ways that BGLO members have long been at the
forefront of innovation, activism, and scholarship. In its examination of the history of these
important organizations, A Pledge with Purpose serves as a critical reflection of both the collective
African American racial struggle and the various strategies of Black Americans in their great—and
unfinished—march toward freedom and equality.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987

alpha phi alpha founding date: African American Fraternities and Sororities Tamara L.
Brown, Gregory S. Parks, Clarenda M. Phillips, 2012-02-29 The rich history and social significance of
the “Divine Nine” African American Greek-letter organizations is explored in this comprehensive
anthology. In the long tradition of African American benevolent and secret societies, intercollegiate
African American fraternities and sororities have strong traditions of fostering brotherhood and
sisterhood among their members, exerting considerable influence in the African American
community and being in the forefront of civic action, community service, and philanthropy. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Toni Morrison, Arthur Ashe, and Sarah Vaughn are just a few of the
trailblazing members of these organizations. African American Fraternities and Sororities places the
history of these organizations in context, linking them to other movements and organizations that
predated them and tying their history to the Civil Rights movement. It explores various cultural
aspects of the organizations, such as auxiliary groups, branding, calls, and stepping, and highlights
the unique role of African American sororities.

alpha phi alpha founding date: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Delta Lambda Chapter
Ronald a Mills Sr, Joseph T Durham Ed D, Jr Ph D Lopez D Matthews, 2019-05-23 Delta Lambda
Chapter was born during a particularly active period in American history, which saw African
Americans increasingly active in the struggle for civil rights. The black middle class saw their
fortunes slowly rise even in the face of extreme racism and prejudice. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
was beginning to connect brothers who finished college but wanted to remain active with their
fraternity; they joined what became known as graduate chapters (now alumni chapters).It was in the
spirit of fraternity that Delta Lambda chapter was born on May 23, 1919. The charter members
chose to form a chapter to build a closer bond between brothers in the city. With the motto, Watch
Us Grow, in their statement to the fraternity, the men announced that they felt the 'call' of closer
union and wanted to develop a better understanding and organization amongst the brothers in the
city. The trailblazers of Delta Lambda were Brothers William Norman Bishop, Simeon Saunders
Booker, Heyward Elbert Caldwell, Raymond Tunstall Carpenter, Reverend Beal Elliott, Walter
Benjamin Garvin, James Henry Hilburn, James Jay Garland McRae, Carl James Murphy, Louis
Hezekiah Russell, and Joseph Lincoln Shelton.For two consecutive years, 1999 - 2000, Delta Lambda
was chosen as the Eastern Region's Chapter of the Year and represented the Eastern Region at both
the Dallas and Atlanta General Conventions. The Chapter won the Atlanta competition in 2000, thus
being named the Millennium Alumni Chapter of the Year. Today, the roster of Delta Lambda is
equally star-studded. Among our ranks are physicians, ministers, public servants, school teachers
and administrators, lawyers, dentists, entrepreneurs, college professors and administrators, and
retired personnel from many areas of community life. This volume of the fraternal history of Alpha
Phi Alpha delves into the history Delta Lambda Chapter of and the biographies of its charter
members and, presidents and noteworthy members.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Black Nonfiction Books, Their Authors, and Their Publishers



Harry B. Dunbar, 2001-11-06

alpha phi alpha founding date: Brothers and Sisters Craig LaRon Torbenson, Gregory Parks,
2009 The 1950s are arguably the watershed era in the civil rights movement with the landmark
Supreme Court decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the Montgomery Bus Boycott in
1955, and the desegregation of Little Rock (Arkansas) High School in 1957. It was during this
period--1955 to be exact--that sociologist Alfred M. Lee published his seminal work Fraternities
without Brotherhood: A Study of Prejudice on the American Campus. Lee's book was the first and
last book to explore diversity within college fraternal groups. More than fifty years later, Craig L.
Torbenson and Gregory S. Parks revisit this issue more broadly in their edited volume Brothers and
Sisters: Diversity in College Fraternities and Sororities. This volume draws from a variety of
disciplines in an attempt to provide a holistic analysis of diversity within collegiate fraternal life. It
also brings a wide range of scholarly approaches to the inquiry of diversity within college fraternities
and sororities. It explores not only from whence these groups have come but where they are
currently situated and what issues arise as they progress.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United
States United States. Congress. House, 2009 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such
proceedings of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept
secret, and respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the
House.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Historically Black Alonzo Vereen, 2022-12-06 From 2024
Democratic Presidential nominee Kamala Harris to Grammy Award-winning artist Megan Thee
Stallion, HBCU attendees phenomenally excel and influence the world. Historically Blackcelebrates
the achievements of these individuals and more iconic alumni in this vibrant collection of
biographies and illustrated portraits. The first HBCU was founded in 1837, and today, more than 100
colleges and universities are registered under the HBCU banner. The powerful bonds and traditions
from attending an HBCU often extend well beyond attendee’s college years — like the Divine Nine
sororities now supporting their Alpha Kappa Alpha sister and 2024 Presidential Nominee, Kamala
Harris. Historically Black documents not only HBCU cultural traditions like legacy wielding
marching bands and impressive homecomings but also the remarkable stories of former students as
their global impact grows. HBCU attendees in the book include: Booker T. Washington, James
Weldon Johnson, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary McLeod Bethune, Alice Dunbar Nelson,
Zora Neale Hurston, Howard Thurman, Langston Hughes, Thurgood Marshall, Bayard Rustin,
Dorothy Vaughan, Katherine Johnson, Mary Jackson, Leontyne Price, Martin Luther King, Jr., Toni
Morrison, John Lewis, Bob Hayes, Oprah Winfrey, Kamala Harris, Hakeem M. Oluseyi, Taraji P.
Henson, Erykah Badu, Stacey Abrams, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Chadwick Boseman, Hebru Brantley, Ibram
X. Kendj, J.R. Smith, Megan Thee Stallion, and Mo’ne Davis.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Alpha Phi Alpha Gregory S. Parks, Stefan M. Bradley,
2012-01-27 A “thoughtful” historical and sociological look inside the fraternity that’s shaped men
from W.E.B. DuBois to Martin Luther King, Jr. to Thurgood Marshall (Choice). On December 4, 1906,
on Cornell University’s campus, seven black men founded one of the greatest and most enduring
organizations in American history. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. has brought together and shaped
such esteemed men as Martin Luther King Jr., Cornel West, Thurgood Marshall, Wes Moore, W.E.B.
DuBois, Roland Martin, and Paul Robeson. “Born in the shadow of slavery and on the lap of
disenfranchisement,” Alpha Phi Alpha—Ilike other black Greek-letter organizations—was founded to
instill a spirit of high academic achievement and intellectualism, foster meaningful and lifelong ties,
and racially uplift those brothers who would be initiated into its ranks. In Alpha Phi Alpha, Gregory
S. Parks, Stefan M. Bradley, and other contributing authors analyze the fraternity and its members’
fidelity to the founding precepts set forth in 1906. They discuss the identity established by the
fraternity at its inception, the challenges of protecting the image and brand, and how the
organization can identify and train future Alpha men to uphold the standards of an outstanding
African American fraternity. Drawing on organizational identity theory and a diverse array of



methodologies, the authors raise and answer questions that are relevant not only to Alpha Phi Alpha
but to all black Greek-letter organizations.

alpha phi alpha founding date: Constitution and By-laws of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 1946

alpha phi alpha founding date: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2019-08-27 This
comprehensive history of African American fraternities and sororities celebrates the spirit of Black
Excellence in higher education that has produced American leaders in politics, sports, arts, and
culture such as Kamala Harris, Colin Kaepernick, Michael Jordan, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni
Morrison, and is sure to be a treasured resource for generations to come. America’s Black
fraternities and sororities are a unique and vital part of 20th century African American history,
providing young black achievers with opportunities to support each other while they serve their
communities and the nation. From pioneering work in the suffragette movement to extraordinary
strides during the Civil Rights era to life-changing inner-city mentoring programs, members of these
organizations share a proud tradition of brotherhood, sisterhood, and service. Today, America’s nine
black fraternities and sororities are millions of members strong with chapters at HBCUs, Ivy League
Schools, and colleges across the nation including Stanford University, Howard University, and the
University of Chicago.
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