alan taylor american revolutions summary

alan taylor american revolutions summary offers an insightful exploration of the diverse and complex
nature of the American Revolution as depicted by historian Alan Taylor. This summary highlights
Taylor’s unique perspective on the revolutionary era, focusing on the multifaceted conflicts that went
beyond the traditional narrative of colonists versus the British Crown. It underscores the inclusion of
Native Americans, African Americans, loyalists, and other groups who played critical roles during this
transformative period. By examining Taylor’s approach, readers gain a deeper understanding of the
social, political, and military upheavals that defined the American Revolution. This article will provide a
detailed overview of Taylor’s interpretation, key themes from his work, and the broader implications for
American history. The following sections will guide you through the essential elements of Alan Taylor’s

analysis of the American Revolution.

¢ Alan Taylor’s Approach to the American Revolution

Key Themes in Alan Taylor’s American Revolutions

The Role of Diverse Groups in the Revolution

Military Conflicts and Strategies

Impact and Legacy of the American Revolution According to Taylor

Alan Taylor’s Approach to the American Revolution

Alan Taylor’s account of the American Revolution challenges conventional perspectives by

emphasizing the multiplicity of revolutions occurring simultaneously across different regions and



communities. Rather than a single, unified rebellion, Taylor portrays the period as a series of
interconnected conflicts involving colonial settlers, Indigenous nations, enslaved individuals, and
European powers. His approach is rooted in extensive archival research and a commitment to
presenting a more nuanced narrative that incorporates marginalized voices often overlooked in

traditional histories.

Revisionist Perspective

Taylor adopts a revisionist lens that critiques earlier nationalist histories which framed the revolution
solely as a heroic struggle for independence. He argues that the revolution was not only about liberty
and self-governance but also about competing interests and power struggles among diverse groups.
This perspective broadens the understanding of the revolution’s complexity and the uneven distribution

of its benefits and consequences.

Geographic and Cultural Scope

Unlike many accounts focusing mainly on the thirteen colonies, Taylor expands the geographic scope
to include the frontier regions, the Caribbean, and Native American territories. This wider lens reveals
how the American Revolution was part of a larger imperial contest that affected multiple populations

and reshaped North America’s political landscape.

Key Themes in Alan Taylor’s American Revolutions

Taylor’s narrative weaves several key themes throughout his analysis, each contributing to a richer
comprehension of the revolutionary era. These themes address the social dynamics, ideological

conflicts, and the broader imperial context surrounding the revolution.



Multiple Revolutions

One of Taylor’s central themes is that the American Revolution consisted of multiple revolutions rather

than a single event. These included:

¢ Revolution within Native American nations resisting colonial encroachment
» Conflicts among European colonial powers vying for territorial control
¢ Internal colonial disputes between loyalists and patriots

¢ Slaves seeking freedom amidst the turmoil

This multiplicity illustrates the diverse motivations and consequences experienced by different groups.

Revolution as Civil War

Taylor characterizes much of the revolution as a civil war, particularly within the colonies, where
families and communities were divided over loyalty to the Crown. This internal strife complicates the

traditional image of a united colonial front against British oppression.

The Role of Diverse Groups in the Revolution

A significant contribution of Taylor’s work is his focus on the roles played by various groups beyond
the dominant white male patriots. His account highlights how these groups influenced and were

affected by the revolutionary upheaval.



Native Americans

Native American tribes were key participants, many of whom allied with the British in hopes of curbing
colonial expansion into their lands. Taylor details how the revolution exacerbated Indigenous

displacement and altered their political structures.

African Americans

Enslaved and free African Americans faced complex choices during the revolution. Some fought for the
British, who promised freedom, while others supported the patriot cause. Taylor explores how the
revolution opened opportunities for emancipation but also reinforced the institution of slavery in many

regions.

Loyalists

Loyalists, colonists loyal to the British Crown, constituted a large and often persecuted minority. Taylor
documents their experiences of exile, property confiscation, and internal conflict, illustrating the

revolution’s divisive nature.

Military Conflicts and Strategies

The military dimension of the American Revolution is another essential aspect of Taylor’'s summary.
He provides detailed accounts of various battles and campaigns, emphasizing the strategic importance

of different theaters of war.

Frontier Warfare

Taylor highlights the violent frontier conflicts where colonial militias, Native American allies, and British

forces clashed. These battles were often brutal and less well-known than those in the eastern colonies



but crucial for control over western lands.

Naval and International Engagements

The revolution’s global context is evident in naval battles and alliances with European powers like
France and Spain. Taylor underscores how these international dimensions shaped the course and

outcome of the conflict.

Impact and Legacy of the American Revolution According to

Taylor

Taylor’s analysis concludes with the revolution’s profound and lasting effects on American society and
the broader world. He emphasizes both the achievements and the contradictions embedded in the

revolutionary legacy.

Political Transformations

The revolution resulted in the establishment of the United States and new political institutions based on
republican ideals. However, Taylor points out that these changes were uneven and often excluded

large segments of the population.

Social and Economic Consequences

Beyond politics, the revolution disrupted traditional social hierarchies and economic relationships.
Taylor describes shifts in land ownership, labor systems, and racial dynamics that set the stage for

future conflicts and reforms.



Enduring Conflicts

Despite the rhetoric of liberty, Taylor reminds readers that many conflicts persisted after the revolution,
including Native American resistance, slavery, and sectional tensions. These unresolved issues

highlight the revolution’s complex and ongoing legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Alan Taylor in the context of American Revolutions?

Alan Taylor is a renowned historian known for his works on American history, particularly the American

Revolution and its broader impacts.

What is the main focus of Alan Taylor's book 'American Revolutions'?

Alan Taylor's 'American Revolutions' focuses on the multiple and often conflicting revolutions that took
place during the American Revolutionary era, highlighting diverse perspectives beyond the traditional

narrative.

How does Alan Taylor's summary of the American Revolution differ
from traditional accounts?

Taylor emphasizes the complex social, cultural, and political upheavals involving various groups such
as Native Americans, African Americans, and Loyalists, rather than a straightforward fight for

independence by the colonists.
What themes are prominent in Alan Taylor's 'American Revolutions'

summary?

Prominent themes include the multiplicity of revolutions, the impact on indigenous peoples, the role of

slavery, and the transformation of societies across North America during the revolutionary period.



Does Alan Taylor discuss the impact of the American Revolution on
Native Americans?

Yes, Taylor extensively discusses how Native American nations were deeply affected, often caught
between British and American forces, leading to significant disruptions and losses for indigenous

peoples.

What is Alan Taylor's perspective on Loyalists in his '"American
Revolutions' summary?

Taylor provides a nuanced view of Loyalists, portraying them as a significant and diverse group whose

experiences and consequences of the revolution are often overlooked in traditional histories.

How does Alan Taylor address the role of African Americans in the
American Revolution?

Taylor highlights the complex involvement of African Americans, including their participation on both

sides, the promises of freedom made, and the revolution's implications for slavery and emancipation.

Is 'American Revolutions' by Alan Taylor considered a revisionist
history?

Yes, it is often seen as revisionist because it challenges traditional heroic narratives by incorporating

marginalized voices and broader geopolitical contexts.

What geographical scope does Alan Taylor cover in his 'American
Revolutions' summary?

Taylor covers a wide geographical scope including not just the thirteen colonies but also Canada, the

Caribbean, and indigenous territories, illustrating the revolution's broad impact.



Can Alan Taylor's 'American Revolutions' summary be used for
academic study?

Absolutely, Taylor's work is well-researched and widely respected, making it a valuable resource for

students and scholars studying the complexities of the American Revolutionary era.

Additional Resources

1. American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804

This comprehensive work by Alan Taylor explores the American Revolution beyond the traditional
thirteen colonies, emphasizing the continental scope of the conflict. Taylor highlights how the revolution
affected Native Americans, African Americans, and various colonial groups, offering a broader
perspective on the era. The book challenges conventional narratives by presenting the revolution as a

complex and multifaceted series of events.

2. Liberty Men and Great Proprietors: The Revolutionary Settlement on the Maine Frontier, 1760-1820
In this book, Alan Taylor examines the post-revolutionary period in Maine, focusing on the interactions
between settlers and landowners. He details how the American Revolution reshaped land ownership

and political power on the frontier. The narrative provides insight into the social and economic changes

that followed the conflict.

3. The Divided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of the American Revolution
Taylor provides a nuanced look at the Northern borderlands during the American Revolution,
emphasizing the complex relationships between Native Americans and European settlers. The book
reveals how indigenous peoples navigated the shifting alliances and conflicts of the period. It enriches

the understanding of the revolution’s impact beyond the battlefield.

4. William Cooper's Town: Power and Persuasion on the Frontier of the Early American Republic
This biography of William Cooper, a prominent landowner and founder of Cooperstown, New York,

illustrates the political and social dynamics of the early republic. Alan Taylor explores how Cooper’s



ambitions and strategies reflect broader themes of power and settlement in post-revolutionary America.

The book sheds light on the challenges of frontier life after independence.

5. Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction

Though not solely focused on the revolution, this concise volume by Alan Taylor provides essential
background on colonial America leading up to the revolutionary period. It covers the political, social,
and economic conditions that set the stage for the revolution. The book is an accessible resource for

understanding the context of American independence.

6. The American Revolution: A History

This general history offers a clear and engaging overview of the American Revolution, touching upon
key battles, political developments, and ideological shifts. While not authored by Taylor, it
complements his more detailed works by providing a broad summary useful for readers new to the

topic. It situates the revolution within the larger framework of world history.

7. Revolutionary America, 1763-1815: A Political History

Focusing on the political transformations during and after the American Revolution, this book examines
the creation of new governments and political ideologies. It provides context for Taylor’s emphasis on
the varied experiences of different groups during the revolution. The text highlights the challenges of

nation-building in the revolutionary era.

8. The Radicalism of the American Revolution

This classic work analyzes the revolutionary period as a profound social and political upheaval. It
explores how the revolution fundamentally changed American society, a theme echoed in Taylor’s
writings. The book provides a foundational understanding of the revolutionary impact on American

identity and democracy.

9. Empires at War: The French and Indian War and the Struggle for North America
This book delves into the conflict that set the stage for the American Revolution, examining the French
and Indian War’s consequences for colonial America. It complements Taylor’s continental approach by

showing how imperial rivalries influenced the revolutionary movement. Readers gain insight into the



broader geopolitical context of the revolution.
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alan taylor american revolutions summary: Summary of The 1619 Project Alexander Cooper,
2022-01-22 Summary of The 1619 Project - A Comprehensive Summary The famed 1619 Project of
the New York Times is as interesting for the second half of its title as it is for the first. What is the
project of this vast undertaking; what are its main findings and messages, as well as its underlying
methodologies and objectives? There is an elusiveness, almost a malleability, pervading a piece of
journalism—or history, or perhaps anything in between—founded on the specificity of a particular
date. Part of the difficulty in evaluating it stems from the variety of ways in which the project has
been presented: There's the Aug. 18, 2019, print and online edition of the New York Times Magazine
special issue; a broadsheet edition that same day; a podcast spinoff; a new, lengthy book version; an
illustrated children's book; and the many responses, updates, and essays published by the Times
defending, enhancing, or otherwise explaining the project. These themes combine to create an
ongoing and robust work that sparked a national seismic discussion about the legacy of slavery and
persistent racial injustice in American society. It's also a work with many opposing impulses, which
may be confusing and conflicting at times. This is apparent in The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story,
a book that softens some of the previous magazine collection's edges while also transcending its... To
be continued... Here is a Preview of What You Will Get: [] A Full Book Summary [] An Analysis [] Fun
quizzes [] Quiz Answers [] Etc. Get a copy of this summary and learn about the book.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: American Revolutions in the Digital Age Nora
Slonimsky, Mark Boonshoft, Ben Wright, 2024-08-15 The interdisciplinary essays in American
Revolutions in the Digital Age explore what digital tools can tell us about the late eighteenth- and
early nineteenth-century United States and reveal how an understanding of the American past can
make sense of our digital present. By employing a host of innovative digital research methods, these
authors challenge long-held assumptions about the American past. In addition, this collection
uniquely demonstrates how contemporary anxieties about an array of topics, including media
disinformation, patriarchy, economic inequality, and public memory, can be better understood
through careful considerations of early American history. Open Access edition funded by Iona
University

alan taylor american revolutions summary: American Revolutions Alan Taylor, 2016-09-06
Alan Taylor is featured in THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, a film by Ken Burns, Sarah Botstein, and
David Schmidt on PBS Excellent...deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling
continental history with economy, clarity, and vividness. —Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The
American Revolution is often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose capstone, the
Constitution, provided the nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner, gives us a different creation story in this magisterial history. The American Revolution builds
like a ground fire overspreading Britain’s colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to
control. Emerging from the continental rivalries of European empires and their native allies, the
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revolution pivoted on western expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war
erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into compliance with their cause. The
war exploded in set battles like Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier
violence. The discord smoldering within the fragile new nation called forth a movement to
concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming the mantle of “We the People,” the
advocates of national power ratified the new frame of government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive
“empire of liberty” that carried the revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west,
preparing the ground for a new conflagration.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: American Colonies Alan Taylor, 2002-07-30 A
multicultural, multinational history of colonial America from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The
Internal Enemy and American Revolutions In the first volume in the Penguin History of the United
States, edited by Eric Foner, Alan Taylor challenges the traditional story of colonial history by
examining the many cultures that helped make America, from the native inhabitants from milennia
past, through the decades of Western colonization and conquest, and across the entire continent, all
the way to the Pacific coast. Transcending the usual Anglocentric version of our colonial past, he
recovers the importance of Native American tribes, African slaves, and the rival empires of France,
Spain, the Netherlands, and even Russia in the colonization of North America. Moving beyond the
Atlantic seaboard to examine the entire continent, American Colonies reveals a pivotal period in the
global interaction of peoples, cultures, plants, animals, and microbes. In a vivid narrative, Taylor
draws upon cutting-edge scholarship to create a timely picture of the colonial world characterized
by an interplay of freedom and slavery, opportunity and loss. Formidable . . . provokes us to
contemplate the ways in which residents of North America have dealt with diversity. -The New York
Times Book Review

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Spain and the American Revolution Gabriel
Paquette, Gonzalo M. Quintero Saravia, 2019-10-31 Though the participation of France in the
American Revolution is well established in the historiography, the role of Spain, France’s ally, is
relatively understudied and underappreciated. Spain's involvement in the conflict formed part of a
global struggle between empires and directly influenced the outcome of the clash between Britain
and its North American colonists. Following the establishment of American independence, the
Spanish empire became one of the nascent republic's most significant neighbors and, often illicitly,
trading partners. Bringing together essays from a range of well-regarded historians, this volume
contributes significantly to the international history of the Age of Atlantic Revolutions.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: The Long American Revolution and Its
Legacy Lester D. Langley, 2019-10-01 This book brings together Lester D. Langley’s personal and
professional link to the long American Revolution in a narrative that spans more than 150 years and
places the Revolution in multiple contexts—from the local to the transatlantic and hemispheric and
from racial and gendered to political, social, economic, and cultural perspectives. It offers a
reminder that we are an old republic but a young nation and shows how an awareness of that
dynamic is critical to understanding our current political, cultural, and social malaise. The United
States of America is still a work in progress. A descendant on his father’s side from a long line of
Kentuckians, Langley grew up torn between a father who embodied the idea of the Revolution’s poor
white male driven by economic self-interest and racial prejudices and a devoted and pious mother
who saw life and history as a morality play. The author’s intellectual and professional “encounter”
with the American Revolution came in the 1960s as a young historian specializing in U.S. foreign
relations and Latin American history, an era when the U.S. encounter with the revolution in Cuba
and with the civil rights movement at home served as a reminder of the lasting and troublesome
legacy of a long American Revolution. In a sweeping account that incorporates both the traditional,
iconic literature on the Revolution and more recent works in U.S., Canadian, Latin American,
Caribbean, and Atlantic world history, Langley addresses fundamental questions about the
Revolution’s meaning, continuing relevance, and far-reaching legacy.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: The Opening of the Protestant Mind Mark R.



Valeri, 2023 The Opening of the Protestant Mind traces a transformation in how English and colonial
American Protestants described other religions during a crucial period of English colonization of
North America. Mark Valeri shows how a wide range of Protestants began to see other religions not
as entirely good or entirely bad, but as complex, and to evaluate them according to their
commitment to religious liberty.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: The Oxford Handbook of the American
Revolution Edward G. Gray, Jane Kamensky, 2015 The Oxford Handbook of the American
Revolution introduces scholars, students and generally interested readers to the formative event in
American history. In thirty-three individual essays, the Handbook provides readers with in-depth
analysis of the Revolution's many sides.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Tom Paine and Revolutionary America Eric
Foner, 2005 Since its publication in 1976, Tom Paine and Revolutionary America hasbeen
recognized as a classic study of the career of the foremost politicalpamphleteer of the Age of
Revolution, and a model of how to integrate thepolitical, intellectual, and social history of the
struggle for Americanindependence.Foner skillfully brings together an account of Paine's
remarkable career witha careful examination of the social worlds within which he operated, in
GreatBritain, France, and especially the United States. He explores Paine's politicaland social ideas
and the way he popularized them by pioneering a new form ofpolitical writing, using simple, direct
language and addressing himself to areading public far broader than previous writers had
commanded. He shows whichof Paine's views remained essentially fixed throughout his career,
whiledirecting attention to the ways his stance on social questions evolved under thepressure of
events. This enduring work makes clear the tremendous impact Paine'swriting exerted on the
American Revolution, and suggests why he failed to have asimilar impact during his career in
revolutionary France. And it offers newinsights into the nature and internal tensions of the
republican outlook thathelped to shape the Revolution.In a new preface, Foner discusses the origins
of this book and the influencesof the 1960s and 1970s on its writing. He also looks at how Paine has
beenadopted by scholars and politicians of many stripes, and has even been calledthe patron saint of
the Internet.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Religion and the American Revolution Katherine
Carté, 2021-04-20 For most of the eighteenth century, British protestantism was driven neither by
the primacy of denominations nor by fundamental discord between them. Instead, it thrived as part
of a complex transatlantic system that bound religious institutions to imperial politics. As Katherine
Carté argues, British imperial protestantism proved remarkably effective in advancing both the
interests of empire and the cause of religion until the war for American independence disrupted it.
That Revolution forced a reassessment of the role of religion in public life on both sides of the
Atlantic. Religious communities struggled to reorganize within and across new national borders.
Religious leaders recalibrated their relationships to government. If these shifts were more
pronounced in the United States than in Britain, the loss of a shared system nonetheless mattered to
both nations. Sweeping and explicitly transatlantic, Religion and the American Revolution
demonstrates that if religion helped set the terms through which Anglo-Americans encountered the
imperial crisis and the violence of war, it likewise set the terms through which both nations could
imagine the possibilities of a new world.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: The Idea of Europe and the Origins of the
American Revolution D. H. Robinson, 2020-09-02 In The Idea of Europe and the Origins of the
American Revolution, Dan Robinson presents a new history of politics in colonial America and the
imperial crisis, tracing how ideas of Europe and Europeanness shaped British-American political
culture. Reconstructing colonial debates about the European states system, European civilisation,
and Britain's position within both, Robinson shows how these concerns informed colonial attitudes
towards American identity and America's place inside - and, ultimately, outside - the emerging
British Empire. Taking in more than two centuries of Atlantic history, he explores the way in which
colonists inherited and adapted Anglo-British traditions of thinking about international politics, how




they navigated imperial politics during the European wars of 1740-1763, and how the burgeoning
patriot movement negotiated the dual crisis of Europe and Empire in the between 1763 and 1775. In
the process, Robinson sheds new light on the development of public politics in colonial America, the
Anglicisation/Americanisation debate, the political economy of empire, early American art and
poetry, eighteenth-century geopolitical thinking, and the relationship between international affairs,
nationalism, and revolution. What emerges from this story is an American Revolution that seems
both decidedly arcane and strikingly relevant to the political challenges of the twenty-first century.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Women Waging War in the American
Revolution Holly A. Mayer, 2022-09-07 America’s War for Independence dramatically affected the
speed and nature of broader social, cultural, and political changes including those shaping the place
and roles of women in society. Women fought the American Revolution in many ways, in a literal no
less than a figurative sense. Whether Loyalist or Patriot, Indigenous or immigrant enslaved or
slave-owning, going willingly into battle or responding when war came to their doorsteps, women
participated in the conflict in complex and varied ways that reveal the critical distinctions and
intersections of race, class, and allegiance that defined the era. This collection examines the impact
of Revolutionary-era women on the outcomes of the war and its subsequent narrative tradition, from
popular perception to academic treatment. The contributors show how women navigated a country
at war, directly affected the war’s result, and influenced the foundational historical record left in its
wake. Engaging directly with that record, this volume’s authors demonstrate the ways that the
Revolution transformed women’s place in America as it offered new opportunities but also imposed
new limitations in the brave new world they helped create. Contributors:Jacqueline Beatty, York
College * Carin Bloom, Historic Charleston Foundation * Todd W. Braisted, independent scholar *
Benjamin L. Carp, Brooklyn College * Lauren Duval, University of Oklahoma * Steven Elliott, U.S.
Army Center of Military History * Lorri Glover, Saint Louis University * Don N. Hagist, Journal of the
American Revolution * Sean M. Heuvel, Christopher Newport University * Martha ]. King, Papers of
Thomas Jefferson * Barbara Alice Mann, University of Toledo * ]J. Patrick Mullins, Marquette
University * Alisa Wade, California State University at Chico

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Boonesborough Unearthed Nancy O'Malley,
2019-06-25 Throughout the Revolutionary War, Fort Boonesborough was one of the most important
and defensively crucial sites on the western frontier. It served not only as a stronghold against the
British but also as a sanctuary, land office, and a potential seat of government. Originally meant to
be the capital of a new American colony, Fort Boonesborough was thrust into a defensive role by the
onset of the Revolutionary War. Post-Revolutionary attempts to develop a town failed and the site
was abandoned. Yet Fort Boonesborough lived on in local memory. Boonesborough Unearthed:
Frontier Archaeology at a Revolutionary Fort is the result of more than thirty years of research by
archaeologist Nancy O'Malley. This groundbreaking book presents new information and fresh
insights about Fort Boonesborough and life in frontier Kentucky. O'Malley examines the story of this
historical landmark from its founding during a time of war into the nineteenth century. O'Malley also
delves into the lives of the settlers who lived there, and explores the Transylvania Company's dashed
hopes of forming a fourteenth colony at the fort. This insightful and informative work is a fascinating
exploration into Kentucky's frontier past.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Frontier Rebels: The Fight for Independence
in the American West, 1765-1776 Patrick Spero, 2018-09-18 The untold story of the “Black
Boys,” a rebellion on the American frontier in 1765 that sparked the American Revolution. In 1763,
the Seven Years’ War ended in a spectacular victory for the British. The French army agreed to leave
North America, but many Native Americans, fearing that the British Empire would expand onto their
lands and conquer them, refused to lay down their weapons. Under the leadership of a shrewd
Ottawa warrior named Pontiac, they kept fighting for their freedom, capturing several British forts
and devastating many of the westernmost colonial settlements. The British, battered from the costly
war, needed to stop the violent attacks on their borderlands. Peace with Pontiac was their only
option—if they could convince him to negotiate. Enter George Croghan, a wily



trader-turned-diplomat with close ties to Native Americans. Under the wary eye of the British
commander-in-chief, Croghan organized one of the largest peace offerings ever assembled and
began a daring voyage into the interior of North America in search of Pontiac. Meanwhile, a ragtag
group of frontiersmen set about stopping this peace deal in its tracks. Furious at the Empire for
capitulating to Native groups, whom they considered their sworn enemies, and suspicious of
Croghan’s intentions, these colonists turned Native American tactics of warfare on the British
Empire. Dressing as Native Americans and smearing their faces in charcoal, these frontiersmen,
known as the Black Boys, launched targeted assaults to destroy Croghan’s peace offering before it
could be delivered. The outcome of these interwoven struggles would determine whose
independence would prevail on the American frontier—whether freedom would be defined by the
British, Native Americans, or colonial settlers. Drawing on largely forgotten manuscript sources
from archives across North America, Patrick Spero recasts the familiar narrative of the American
Revolution, moving the action from the Eastern Seaboard to the treacherous western frontier. In
spellbinding detail, Frontier Rebels reveals an often-overlooked truth: the West played a crucial role
in igniting the flame of American independence.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Remaking North American Sovereignty Jewel L.
Spangler, Frank Towers, 2020-04-07 North America took its political shape in the crisis of the 1860s,
marked by Canadian Confederation, the U.S. Civil War, the restoration of the Mexican Republic, and
numerous wars and treaty regimes conducted between these states and indigenous peoples. This
crisis wove together the three nation-states of modern North America from a patchwork of contested
polities. Remaking North American Sovereignty brings together distinguished experts on the
histories of Canada, indigenous peoples, Mexico, and the United States to re-evaluate this era of
political transformation in light of the global turn in nineteenth-century historiography. They
uncover the continental dimensions of the 1860s crisis that have been obscured by historical
traditions that confine these conflicts within its national framework.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Mongrel Nation Clarence E. Walker, 2009-01-01
The debate over the affair between Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings rarely rises above the
question of Did they or didn’t they? But lost in the argument over the existence of such a
relationship are equally urgent questions about a history that is more complex, both sexually and
culturally, than most of us realize. Mongrel Nation seeks to uncover this complexity, as well as the
reasons it is so often obscured. Clarence Walker contends that the relationship between Jefferson
and Hemings must be seen not in isolation but in the broader context of interracial affairs within the
plantation complex. Viewed from this perspective, the relationship was not unusual or aberrant but
was fairly typical. For many, this is a disturbing realization, because it forces us to abandon the idea
of American exceptionalism and re-examine slavery in America as part of a long, global history of
slaveholders frequently crossing the color line. More than many other societies--and despite our
obvious mixed-race population--our nation has displayed particular reluctance to acknowledge this
dynamic. In a country where, as early as 1662, interracial sex was already punishable by law, an
understanding of the Hemings-Jefferson relationship has consistently met with resistance. From
Jefferson’s time to our own, the general public denied--or remained oblivious to--the possibility of the
affair. Historians, too, dismissed the idea, even when confronted with compelling arguments by
fellow scholars. It took the DNA findings of 1998 to persuade many (although, to this day, doubters
remain). The refusal to admit the likelihood of this union between master and slave stems, of course,
from Jefferson’s symbolic significance as a Founding Father. The president’s apologists, both before
and after the DNA findings, have constructed an iconic Jefferson that tells us more about their own
beliefs--and the often alarming demands of those beliefs--than it does about the interaction between
slave owners and slaves. Much more than a search for the facts about two individuals, the debate
over Jefferson and Hemings is emblematic of tensions in our society between competing conceptions
of race and of our nation.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Our Savage Neighbors Peter Rhoads Silver,
2008 In potent, graceful prose that sensitively unearths the social complexity and tangled history of



colonial relations, Silver presents an astonishingly vivid picture of 18th-century America. 13
illustrations; 2 maps.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: The American Dream and Dreams Deferred
Carlton D. Floyd, Thomas Ehrlich Reifer, 2022-11-14 The American Dream and Dreams Deferred: A
Dialectical Fairy Tale shows how rival interpretations of the Dream reveal the dialectical tensions
therein. Exploring often neglected voices, literatures, and histories, Carlton D. Floyd and Thomas
Ehrlich Reifer highlight moments when the American Dream appears both simultaneously possible
and out of reach. In so doing, the authors invite readers to make a new collective dream of a better
future, on socially just, multicultural, and ecologically sustainable foundations.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Native Americans, Christianity, and the
Reshaping of the American Religious Landscape Joel W. Martin, Mark A. Nicholas, 2010 The
essays here explore a variety of post-contact identities, including indigenous Christians, mission
friendly non-Christians, and ex-Christians, thereby exploring the shifting world of Native-white
cultural and religious exchange. Rather than questioning the authenticity of Native Christian
experiences, these scholars reveal how indigenous peoples negotiated change with regard to
missions, missionaries, and Christianity. This collection challenges the pervasive stereotype of
Native Americans as culturally static and ill-equipped to navigate the roiling currents associated
with colonialism and missionization.--pub. desc.

alan taylor american revolutions summary: Contesting Slave Masculinity in the
American South David Stefan Doddington, 2018-07-12 Highlights competing masculine values in
slave communities and reveals how masculinity shaped resistance, accommodation, and survival.
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