
a fly went by ending
a fly went by ending has become a notable phrase in literary and cinematic discussions, often
prompting curiosity about its significance and interpretation. This article explores the meaning behind
the phrase, its usage in various narrative contexts, and the impact it has had on audiences and critics
alike. Understanding the a fly went by ending requires delving into its origins, the symbolism of the fly
as a motif, and the narrative techniques that employ such an ending. Additionally, this article
examines how a fly went by endings influence storytelling and viewer perception, along with
examples from notable works. By analyzing these elements, readers will gain a comprehensive insight
into why this particular ending resonates and how it is crafted effectively.
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Understanding the Meaning of a Fly Went By Ending
The phrase a fly went by ending typically refers to a subtle, often ambiguous conclusion in a story
where a minor, seemingly insignificant event—such as a fly passing by—serves as the final image or
moment. This type of ending can evoke a sense of realism, absurdity, or existential reflection,
depending on the context in which it is used. It leaves the audience contemplating the narrative’s
meaning without delivering explicit closure or resolution.

Such endings challenge conventional storytelling by focusing on the mundane or unexpected rather
than tying up plot threads neatly. The fly’s presence functions as a symbolic device or a moment of
distraction that shifts focus from the main narrative. This approach to endings is often employed to
provoke thought or highlight themes such as the insignificance of human concerns or the
unpredictability of life.

Defining Characteristics of a Fly Went By Ending
A fly went by endings share several defining characteristics that distinguish them from traditional
conclusions:

Minimalism: The ending is sparse and understated.

Ambiguity: It leaves questions unanswered or meanings open to interpretation.

Symbolism: The fly or similar small detail represents larger thematic elements.



Disruption: It may interrupt narrative expectations or climaxes.

Existential Tone: Often reflects on the nature of existence or reality.

The Symbolism of the Fly in Narrative Endings
Flies have long been symbolic in literature and art, often representing decay, insignificance,
annoyance, or the persistence of life in adverse conditions. In the context of a fly went by ending, the
fly’s symbolism can add layers of meaning to the conclusion of a story.

Depending on the narrative, the fly might symbolize the intrusion of reality into a constructed world,
the fleeting nature of life, or even a reminder of mortality. The choice of a fly as the focal point in the
ending is deliberate, leveraging its connotations to deepen the thematic resonance of the story’s
close.

Common Symbolic Interpretations of Flies
Several interpretations of flies frequently appear in narrative contexts:

Decay and Death: Flies are often associated with decomposition and the cycle of life and
death.

Insignificance: The small size of flies can symbolize the triviality of certain events or human
endeavors.

Irritation and Distraction: Flies can represent interruptions or obstacles within the narrative.

Persistence: Despite their small size, flies are resilient and enduring.

Usage of a Fly Went By Ending in Literature and Film
The a fly went by ending is a narrative technique used across various media forms, including novels,
short stories, and films. Its use is often associated with works that emphasize existential themes,
absurdism, or a departure from conventional plot structures.

In literature, authors may employ this type of ending to leave readers with a lingering sense of
ambiguity or to underscore the futility of seeking clear answers. In film, the visual presence of a fly or
a similar minor event in the final scene can create a memorable and thought-provoking conclusion.

Examples of a Fly Went By Ending in Notable Works
Several acclaimed works have utilized similar endings to powerful effect:



Samuel Beckett’s Plays: Known for absurdist drama, Beckett’s works often end with minimal1.
action that echoes the a fly went by concept.

Films by David Lynch: Lynch’s movies frequently conclude with enigmatic images or small2.
details that leave interpretations open.

Franz Kafka’s Stories: Kafka’s narratives sometimes end abruptly or with mundane events3.
that highlight existential uncertainty.

Impact on Audience and Critical Reception
The use of a fly went by ending can significantly affect how audiences perceive a story. Such endings
often provoke a strong response, ranging from admiration for their artistic subtlety to frustration over
the lack of resolution. Critics tend to analyze these endings for their thematic depth and narrative
innovation.

By incorporating a subtle yet meaningful final moment, creators encourage active engagement and
interpretation from their audience. This participatory aspect can enrich the storytelling experience by
inviting multiple readings and discussions.

Audience Reactions to Ambiguous Endings
Reactions to a fly went by endings vary widely:

Positive: Appreciation for originality and thematic richness.

Negative: Discontent with unresolved plotlines or perceived lack of closure.

Reflective: Engagement in philosophical or symbolic analysis.

Crafting a Fly Went By Ending: Techniques and
Considerations
Developing an effective a fly went by ending requires careful narrative design and an understanding
of thematic goals. Writers and filmmakers must balance subtlety with significance to ensure the
ending resonates without feeling arbitrary.

Key considerations include the timing of the ending, the symbolic weight of the fly or equivalent
detail, and the overall tone of the story. The goal is to create an ending that feels natural yet charged
with meaning, encouraging reflection rather than providing explicit answers.



Techniques for Creating a Subtle and Meaningful Ending
Several techniques can be employed to craft a compelling a fly went by ending:

Minimalist Imagery: Use simple, understated visuals or descriptions to convey the ending.1.

Symbolic Detail: Integrate a small but meaningful object or event, such as a fly passing by.2.

Open-Endedness: Avoid definitive conclusions to maintain ambiguity.3.

Thematic Consistency: Ensure the ending aligns with the story’s overarching themes.4.

Emotional Resonance: Evoke subtle emotions through mood and atmosphere rather than5.
overt statements.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ending of 'A Fly Went By' by Mike McClintock?
The ending of 'A Fly Went By' concludes with the fly continuing its journey, having encountered
various animals along the way, illustrating a playful and rhythmic exploration of the alphabet.

Does 'A Fly Went By' have a moral or lesson at the end?
The book does not have a traditional moral but encourages children to enjoy the sounds of language
and the alphabet through fun, rhythmic repetition.

How does the story 'A Fly Went By' conclude its alphabet
theme?
The story ends after going through a series of animals representing different letters, reinforcing the
alphabet in a playful manner.

Is the ending of 'A Fly Went By' satisfying for young readers?
Yes, the ending is light-hearted and rhythmic, making it enjoyable and engaging for young readers.

What happens to the fly at the end of 'A Fly Went By'?
At the end, the fly continues flying, leaving the story open-ended and lively.

Does 'A Fly Went By' end with a rhyme or a special phrase?
Yes, the book uses rhymes throughout and ends with a rhythmic phrase that wraps up the alphabet
journey.



Is the ending of 'A Fly Went By' suitable for teaching children?
Absolutely, the ending reinforces alphabet learning and phonetic sounds in a fun, memorable way.

How does the ending of 'A Fly Went By' support early literacy?
The repetitive and rhythmic ending helps children anticipate language patterns, supporting early
reading skills.

Additional Resources
1. The House That Jack Built
This classic cumulative tale follows Jack as he builds a house, with each verse adding new characters
and events that connect back to the beginning. Similar to "The Fly Went By," this story uses a
repetitive, rhythmic structure that engages young readers through predictable patterns. It’s a favorite
for read-aloud sessions, encouraging memory and participation.

2. The Cat Came Back by Fred Penner
A humorous and catchy song-story about a mischievous cat who keeps returning despite the owner's
attempts to get rid of it. Its repetitive, cumulative style makes it an entertaining read for children,
much like "The Fly Went By." The story’s rhythm and rhyme keep readers engaged and laughing
through each twist.

3. There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly
This quirky and slightly absurd tale recounts an old lady’s increasingly bizarre chain of swallowing
animals, starting with a fly. The cumulative, rhythmic pattern and the escalating humor are
reminiscent of "The Fly Went By," making it a timeless favorite for children’s storytelling.

4. Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle
This beautifully illustrated book uses repetitive questioning and rhythmic text to introduce animals
and colors to young readers. While not cumulative in the same way as "The Fly Went By," its
repetitive structure helps children anticipate and join in, fostering early literacy skills.

5. Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen
This playful story involves animals boarding a boat, with each adding weight until it sinks. The simple,
repetitive narrative and cumulative buildup of suspense make it an engaging read that shares a
rhythmic storytelling style with "The Fly Went By."

6. The Gingerbread Man
This traditional folktale features a fast-running gingerbread man who tries to escape various pursuers.
The story’s repetitive chase and refrain echo the rhythmic, cumulative nature of "The Fly Went By,"
making it enjoyable for children who love predictable, repeating patterns.

7. The Little Red Hen
A folk tale about a hen who finds wheat and asks for help from other animals to make bread, but none
assist her. Its repetitive dialogue and moral lessons are similar to the structure and educational value
found in "The Fly Went By."

8. Over in the Meadow by Olive A. Wadsworth



This counting rhyme introduces different animals and their actions in a meadow, using repetition and
rhythm that appeal to young children. Like "The Fly Went By," it uses a cumulative, patterned
approach to build anticipation and enjoyment.

9. Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
A well-loved nursery rhyme featuring five monkeys who keep falling off the bed one by one. The
repetitive counting down and rhythmic text create a cumulative effect that engages children, similar
to the storytelling style of "The Fly Went By."
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  a fly went by ending: The Cornhill Magazine William Makepeace Thackeray, 1914
  a fly went by ending: I Can Read It All by Myself Paul V. Allen, 2021-05-28 In the late 1950s,
Ted Geisel took on the challenge of creating a book using only 250 unique first-grade words,
something that aspiring readers would have both the ability and the desire to read. The result was
an unlikely children’s classic, The Cat in the Hat. But Geisel didn’t stop there. Using The Cat in the
Hat as a template, he teamed with Helen Geisel and Phyllis Cerf to create Beginner Books, a whole
new category of readers that combined research-based literacy practices with the logical insanity of
Dr. Seuss. The books were an enormous success, giving the world such authors and illustrators as P.
D. Eastman, Roy McKie, and Stan and Jan Berenstain, and beloved bestsellers such as Are You My
Mother?; Go, Dog. Go!; Put Me in the Zoo; and Green Eggs and Ham. The story of Beginner
Books—and Ted Geisel’s role as “president, policymaker, and editor” of the line for thirty years—has
been told briefly in various biographies of Dr. Seuss, but I Can Read It All by Myself: The Beginner
Books Story presents it in full detail for the first time. Drawn from archival research and dozens of
brand-new interviews, I Can Read It All by Myself explores the origins, philosophies, and operations
of Beginner Books from The Cat in the Hat in 1957 to 2019’s A Skunk in My Bunk, and reveals the
often-fascinating lives of the writers and illustrators who created them.
  a fly went by ending: Biblical compassion ,
  a fly went by ending: A Secret Colton Baby & Her Colton P.I. Karen Whiddon, Amelia Autin,
2025-02-11 Two page-turning romantic suspense stories from the popular Coltons miniseries! A
Secret Colton Baby by Karen Whiddon When a dying woman shows up at bronc rider Theo Colton's
doorstep with a baby she claims is his, he enlists the help of his cook, Ellie Parker. But a terrifying
stalker has followed Ellie to Dead River. What's worse, a mysterious virus quarantines the town.
Now Theo must not only come to grips with fatherhood, but also his growing attraction to Ellie, and
the very real threat that the virus will take everyone he holds dear. Her Colton P.I. by Amelia Autin
Private investigator Chris Colton knows what it's like to be separated from family. So when a couple
hires him to find their son's widow, who ran off with her twin toddlers, Chris won't rest until Holly
McCay is held accountable. But he quickly discovers that his employers are out to get Holly. And
they'll eliminate anyone standing in their way...including the brave woman and sweet little boys the
investigator turned bodyguard has come to think of as his own!
  a fly went by ending: State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations at the End of the
Century: Early habits and customs and old landmarks Edward Field, 1902
  a fly went by ending: Just So Stories for Little Children by Rudyard Kipling - Delphi Classics
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(Illustrated) Rudyard Kipling, 2017-07-17 This eBook features the unabridged text of ‘Just So Stories
for Little Children by Rudyard Kipling - Delphi Classics (Illustrated)’ from the bestselling edition of
‘The Complete Works of Rudyard Kipling’. Having established their name as the leading publisher of
classic literature and art, Delphi Classics produce publications that are individually crafted with
superior formatting, while introducing many rare texts for the first time in digital print. The Delphi
Classics edition of Kipling includes original annotations and illustrations relating to the life and
works of the author, as well as individual tables of contents, allowing you to navigate eBooks quickly
and easily. eBook features: * The complete unabridged text of ‘Just So Stories for Little Children by
Rudyard Kipling - Delphi Classics (Illustrated)’ * Beautifully illustrated with images related to
Kipling’s works * Individual contents table, allowing easy navigation around the eBook * Excellent
formatting of the textPlease visit www.delphiclassics.com to learn more about our wide range of
titles
  a fly went by ending: The End of an Earring Pam St Clement, 2015-02-10 In January 2012, one
of EastEnders' longest-serving and best-loved characters breathed her last when Pat Butcher
succumbed to cancer. Her departure from the show gave actress Pam St Clement time to reflect, not
only on almost 26 years playing a role that she loved, but also on her whole life. Pam's mother died
when she was a baby, leaving her with a father whose life didn't really have space for a child. What
followed was an itinerant childhood, with various stepmothers and foster families, before an
advertisement in The Lady took 11-year-old Pamela to the farm in Devon that was to become her
true home, with the 'aunts' who became her surrogate parents. Time on the farm at Dartmoor,
where she discovered her love of animals, alternated with life at The Warren boarding school in
West Sussex, where she discovered her passion for acting. On leaving school, Pam was unsure of
what direction to take but gradually realised that acting was what she wanted to do with her life. So,
in 1966, Pam took up a place at drama school. Pam settled in London and worked on stage and
television throughout the sixties and seventies, before her first appearance on EastEnders in 1986
and the offer of a permanent role a few months later. This memoir is far more than simply an actor's
tale. Quite apart from her fascinating and unique childhood, Pam also recalls her involvement in the
women's movement of the 1970s, her lifelong love of animals and the worries about her weight that
have dogged her since her teenage years. It is also a tribute to Pat Butcher, for whom Pam retains a
huge affection. This incredibly warm memoir reveals the woman behind the popular EastEnders'
character, a woman who, apart perhaps from her earrings, couldn't be more different from Pat.
  a fly went by ending: A History of Railway Locomotives Down to the End of the Year 1831
Chapman Frederick Marshall, 2012-11 Chapman Frederick Marshall gibt in seinem Buch einen
umfassenden Einblick über die Geschichte der Lokomotive bis in das frühe 19. Jahrhundert hinein.
Sein Ziel war es, Lücken, die in der Darstellung dieses Gegenstandes bis dahin noch in der Literatur
bestanden, zu schließen. Dabei geht er nicht nur auf die Idee des Dampfbetriebes ein, sondern nennt
wichtige Persönlichkeiten, die die Entwicklung der Lokomotive beeinflusst und vorangetrieben
haben. Es handelt sich hierbei um eine englischsprachige Ausgabe.
  a fly went by ending: Turning Final, a Life Complete Jim Reed, 2011-03-30 Jim Reed has
had a life of diverse adventure. From sending U-2s to the North Pole, retrieving Missiles in the open
ocean and a flying career that spanned the world, he has done just about everything that you could
pack into one lifetime. Turning Final captures those adventures and shares it with all of us who
dream of meeting exciting challenges. This story is about a real life pilot/sailor who accomplished
things that most people only dream about while at the same time he and his lovely wife raised a
family of four boys. His life truly spans the world.
  a fly went by ending: Reports from Committees Great Britain. Parliament. House of
Commons, 1857
  a fly went by ending: The Black Lizard Big Book of Locked-Room Mysteries Otto Penzler,
2014-10-28 The Most Complete Collection of Impossible Crime Stories Ever Assembled, with
puzzling mysteries by Stephen King, Dashiell Hammett, Lawrence Block, Agatha Christie, Georges
Simenon, Dorothy L. Sayers, P. G. Wodehouse, Erle Stanley Gardner, and many, many more THE



BLACK LIZARD BIG BOOK OF LOCKED-ROOM MYSTERIES: An empty desert, a lonely ski slope, a
gentleman’s study, an elevator car—nowhere is a crime completely impossible. Edgar
Award–winning editor Otto Penzler has collected sixty-eight of the all-time best impossible-crime
stories from almost two hundred years of the genre. In addition to the many classic examples of the
form—a case of murder in a locked room or otherwise inaccessible place, solved by a brilliant
sleuth—this collection expands the definition of the locked room to include tales of unbelievable
thefts and incredible disappearances. Among these pages you’ll find stories with evocative titles like
“The Flying Death”, “The Man From Nowhere”, “A Terribly Strange Bed”, and “The Theft of the
Bermuda Penny”, not to mention appearances by some of the cleverest characters in all of crime,
including Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes, Georges Simenon’s Jules Maigret, Agatha
Christie’s Hercule Poirot, Dashiell Hammett’s Continental Op, and many more. Featuring •
Unconventional means of murder • Pilfered jewels • Shocking solutions Includes • Edgar Allan Poe’s
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue”, the first detective story and the first locked-room mystery •
Masters of the short story form: Edward D. Hoch, Ellery Queen, Carter Dickson, and Stanley Ellin A
VINTAGE CRIME/BLACK LIZARD ORIGINAL
  a fly went by ending: The Japan Daily Mail , 1899
  a fly went by ending: Best Short Stories Omnibus - Volume 1 F. Scott Fitzgerald, Edith
Wharton, Stephen Crane, Susan Glaspell, Kate Chopin, Laura E. Richards, Alice Dunbar-Nelson,
Louisa May Alcott, Hans Christian Andersen, Charles Dickens, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Virginia Woolf,
Henry James, Mark Twain, Guy de Maupassant, Charlotte Perkins, Elizabeth Gaskell, Herman
Melville, Katherine Mansfield, Jack London, James Joyce, Leo Tolstoy, Nikolai Gogol, Anton Chekhov,
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Maxim Gorky, Leonid Andreyev, Ivan Turgenev, Joseph Conrad, Aleksander
Pushkin, Robert Louis Stevenson, Robert E. Howard, G. K. Chesterton, Edgar Wallace, Arthur
Machen, Ambrose Bierce, Talbot Mundy, Abraham Merritt, Zane Grey, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Oscar
Wilde, Rudyard Kipling, E.T.A. Hoffman, Bram Stoker, Arthur Conan Doyle, H.G. Wells, Edgar Allan
Poe, Franz Kafta, H.P. Lovecraft, Washington Irving, 2019-02-18 This book contains 350 short
stories from 50 classic, prize-winning and noteworthy authors. Wisely chosen by the literary critic
August Nemo for the book series 7 Best Short Stories, this omnibus contains the stories of the
following writers: - H.P. Lovecraft, - Edgar Allan Poe, - Arthur Conan Doyle, - Katherine Mansfield, -
Jack London, - Guy de Maupassant, - Virginia Woolf, F. - Scott Fitzgerald, - Edith Wharton, - Stephen
Crane, - Susan Glaspell, - Kate Chopin, - Laura E. Richards, - Alice Dunbar-Nelson, - Louisa May
Alcott, - Hans Christian Andersen, - Charles Dickens, - Nathaniel Hawthorne, - Henry James, - Mark
Twain, - Charlotte Perkins, - Elizabeth Gaskell, - Herman Melville, - James Joyce, - Leo Tolstoy, -
Nikolai Gogol, - Anton Chekhov, - Fyodor Dostoevsky, - Maxim Gorky, - Leonid Andreyev, - Ivan
Turgenev, - Joseph Conrad, - Aleksander Pushkin, - Robert Louis Stevenson, - Robert E. Howard, - G.
K. Chesterton, - Edgar Wallace, - Arthur Machen, - Ambrose Bierce, - Talbot Mundy, - Abraham
Merritt, - Zane Grey, - Edgar Rice Burroughs, - Oscar Wilde, - Rudyard Kipling, - E.T.A. Hoffman, -
Bram Stoker, - H.G. Wells, - Franz Kafta - Washington Irving.
  a fly went by ending: Best Short Stories Omnibus - Volume 1 H. P. Lovecraft, Edgar Allan Poe,
Arthur Conan Doyle, Katherine Mansfield, Jack London, Guy de Maupassant, Virginia Woolf, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Edith Wharton, Stephen Crane, Susan Glaspell, Kate Chopin, Laura E. Richards, Alice
Dunbar-Nelson, Louisa May Alcott, Hans Christian Andersen, Charles Dickens, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Henry James, Mark Twain, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Elizabeth Gaskell, Herman
Melville, James Joyce, Leo Tolstoy, Nikolai Gogol, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Maxim Gorky, Leonid
Andreyev, Ivan Turgenev, Joseph Conrad, Aleksander Pushkin, Robert Louis Stevenson, Robert E.
Howard, G. K. Chesterton, Edgar Wallace, Arthur Machen, Ambrose Bierce, Talbot Mundy, Abraham
Merritt, Zane Grey, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Oscar Wilde, Rudyard Kipling, E.T.A. Hoffmann, Bram
Stoker, H. G. Wells, Washington Irving, August Nemo, 2020-04-10 This book contains 350 short
stories from 50 classic, prize-winning and noteworthy authors. Wisely chosen by the literary critic
August Nemo for the book series 7 Best Short Stories, this omnibus contains the stories of the
following writers: - H.P. Lovecraft, - Edgar Allan Poe, - Arthur Conan Doyle, - Katherine Mansfield, -



Jack London, - Guy de Maupassant, - Virginia Woolf, F. - Scott Fitzgerald, - Edith Wharton, - Stephen
Crane, - Susan Glaspell, - Kate Chopin, - Laura E. Richards, - Alice Dunbar-Nelson, - Louisa May
Alcott, - Hans Christian Andersen, - Charles Dickens, - Nathaniel Hawthorne, - Henry James, - Mark
Twain, - Charlotte Perkins, - Elizabeth Gaskell, - Herman Melville, - James Joyce, - Leo Tolstoy, -
Nikolai Gogol, - Anton Chekhov, - Fyodor Dostoevsky, - Maxim Gorky, - Leonid Andreyev, - Ivan
Turgenev, - Joseph Conrad, - Aleksander Pushkin, - Robert Louis Stevenson, - Robert E. Howard, - G.
K. Chesterton, - Edgar Wallace, - Arthur Machen, - Ambrose Bierce, - Talbot Mundy, - Abraham
Merritt, - Zane Grey, - Edgar Rice Burroughs, - Oscar Wilde, - Rudyard Kipling, - E.T.A. Hoffman, -
Bram Stoker, - H.G. Wells, - Franz Kafta - Washington Irving.
  a fly went by ending: Japan Weekly Mail , 1899
  a fly went by ending: Wanderings in Corsica; its history and its heroes, tr. by A. Muir
Ferdinand Adolf Gregorovius, 1855
  a fly went by ending: The Fishing Gazette , 1888
  a fly went by ending: Historical Dictionary of Kierkegaard's Philosophy Julia Watkin,
2000-12-06 Watkin provides a contextual introduction to Kierkegaard's 19th century world of
Copenhagen, a chronology of events and key figures in his life, as well as definitions of the key
systems of his thought_theology, existentialism, literature, and psychology. The extensive
bibliographical section covers secondary literature and electronic materials of help to researchers.
The appendix includes detailed information on his writings, along with a list of his pseudonyms. This
book is useful not only as a guide for experienced scholars, but also as an introduction to new
students of Kierkegaard's Philosophy.
  a fly went by ending: The A to Z of Kierkegaard's Philosophy Julia Watkin, 2010-03-23 The A to
Z of Kierkegaard's Philosophy provides a contextual introduction to Kierkegaard's 19th century
world of Copenhagen, a chronology of events and key figures in his life, as well as definitions of the
key systems of his thought-theology, existentialism, literature, and psychology. The extensive
bibliographical section covers secondary literature and electronic materials of help to researchers.
The appendix includes detailed information on his writings, along with a list of his pseudonyms. This
book is useful not only as a guide for experienced scholars, but also as an introduction to new
students of Kierkegaard's Philosophy.
  a fly went by ending: The Italian principia. Pt.i. A first Italian course, on the plan of W. Smith's
'Principia Latina'. Pt.ii. A first Italian reading book. Key to pt.i (pt.ii). Luigi Ricci, 1891
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