a different mirror summary

a different mirror summary offers an insightful exploration into the multifaceted history of America
through the eyes of its diverse peoples. This summary captures the essence of Ronald Takaki’s
groundbreaking work, which challenges traditional narratives by presenting American history from the
perspective of various ethnic groups, including Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans,
Latinos, and others. The book underscores the importance of understanding the country’s past as a collective
story shaped by migration, conflict, and cultural exchange. This article provides a detailed overview of the
themes, chapters, and key insights found in A Different Mirror, highlighting its role in reshaping historical
discourse. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how this work contributes to conversations

about race, identity, and inclusion in American history.
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Overview of A Different Mirror

A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America, authored by Ronald Takaki, is a seminal work that
reexamines American history through the experiences of its diverse population groups. Unlike
conventional historical accounts that often prioritize European settlers’ viewpoints, this book presents a
more inclusive narrative by incorporating the voices and stories of marginalized communities. It spans from
pre-colonial times to the late 20th century, detailing the struggles and contributions of various ethnic
groups in shaping the United States. This perspective offers readers a richer and more complex
understanding of America’s past, emphasizing how cultural diversity has been integral to the nation’s

development.

Author and Purpose

Ronald Takaki, a historian and ethnic studies scholar, wrote A Different Mirror with the goal of

challenging dominant historical narratives that overlook minority experiences. His purpose was to create a



“different mirror” reflecting the true diversity of the American population, thereby fostering greater
empathy and awareness. The book aims to educate readers on the interconnected histories of all Americans,

highlighting systemic inequalities and the resilience of communities in the face of discrimination.

Structure of the Book

The book is organized chronologically, beginning with the indigenous peoples and moving through
successive waves of immigration and social change. Each chapter focuses on a specific group or historical
period, providing detailed accounts of cultural interactions, conflicts, and contributions. This structure allows
readers to trace the evolving nature of American identity and the ongoing challenges related to race and

ethnicity.

Key Themes Explored in the Book

A Different Mirror addresses several critical themes that illuminate the complex fabric of American history.
These themes revolve around race, immigration, identity, and social justice, providing a nuanced

perspective on how these elements have shaped the nation.

Race and Racism

One of the central themes of the book is the pervasive role of race and racism in American society. Takaki
discusses how racial hierarchies were constructed and maintained to justify slavery, segregation, and
exclusionary policies. The book reveals the systemic nature of racism and its impact on minority

communities throughout history.

Immigration and Cultural Diversity

The narrative highlights the diverse origins of the American people, detailing the experiences of
immigrants from Asia, Europe, Latin America, and Africa. It examines the push and pull factors driving
immigration and how newcomers navigated cultural adaptation, discrimination, and economic
opportunities. This theme underscores America as a nation shaped by continuous immigration and cultural

blending.

Resistance and Resilience

Takaki emphasizes the ways in which marginalized groups resisted oppression and asserted their rights.
The book documents various forms of resistance, including labor movements, legal battles, and cultural

preservation efforts. This theme illustrates the resilience and agency of minority populations in shaping



American society and advocating for justice.

Identity and Multiculturalism

The concept of identity is explored in depth, revealing how ethnic and racial identities have evolved in
response to social pressures and historical events. The book advocates for recognizing multiculturalism as a
vital aspect of American identity, challenging assimilationist narratives that have historically dominated the

discourse.

Historical Perspectives and Narratives

A Different Mirror reconstructs American history by presenting multiple perspectives often omitted from
mainstream accounts. This approach enriches the understanding of key historical events and societal

changes.

Native American Experiences

The book begins with the history of Native Americans, portraying their rich cultures and the devastating
effects of European colonization. It addresses displacement, cultural genocide, and ongoing struggles for

sovereignty and rights.

African American History

Takaki provides a detailed account of African American history, from slavery and the Civil War to
Reconstruction and the civil rights movement. He highlights the centrality of African Americans in

shaping the nation’s social and political landscape.

Asian American Contributions

The narrative includes the experiences of Asian Americans, focusing on immigration patterns, labor
exploitation, exclusion laws, and community-building. Their stories reveal the challenges of racial

discrimination and the pursuit of the American Dream.

Latino and Other Ethnic Groups

The book also explores the histories of Latino communities and other ethnic groups such as Irish and Jewish

immigrants. It examines their roles in labor movements, cultural integration, and struggles against



prejudice.

Impact and Significance of A Different Mirror

A Different Mirror has had a profound impact on the field of American history and ethnic studies by
broadening the scope of historical inquiry. Its inclusive approach has influenced educators, scholars, and

policymakers in how American history is taught and understood.

Educational Influence

The book is widely used in academic settings to promote multicultural education and critical thinking about
race and history. It encourages students to engage with diverse perspectives and question dominant

narratives.

Promoting Social Awareness

By revealing the complexities of America’s past, A Different Mirror fosters greater social awareness and
dialogue about issues of race, inequality, and justice. It serves as a foundation for discussions on diversity and

inclusion in contemporary society.

Encouraging Inclusive Histories

The work has inspired subsequent scholarship and public history projects aimed at recovering and
amplifying marginalized voices, thereby contributing to a more equitable representation of American

history.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, A Different Mirror has been recognized as a landmark contribution to American
historiography. It has received praise for its thorough research, compelling narrative, and commitment to

social justice.

Scholarly Acclaim

Historians and critics have lauded Takaki’s ability to weave diverse histories into a cohesive narrative that
challenges readers to reconsider their understanding of America. The book is noted for its balanced analysis

and empathetic portrayal of complex issues.



Influence on Public Discourse

The book’s themes have permeated public discourse, influencing debates on immigration policy, race

relations, and educational curricula. It remains relevant as a tool for understanding ongoing social challenges.

Enduring Legacy

A Different Mirror continues to inspire new generations of scholars, activists, and educators committed to
advancing a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of American history. Its legacy endures as a catalyst for

change and understanding.

Key Takeaways from A Different Mirror

American history is a shared story of diverse peoples and cultures.

Systemic racism has been a persistent force shaping social and political structures.

Immigration and cultural exchange have been central to America’s development.

Resistance and resilience characterize the experiences of marginalized groups.

Multiculturalism enriches national identity and challenges assimilationist narratives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Different Mirror' by Ronald Takaki?

'A Different Mirror' explores the diverse experiences of various ethnic groups in America, emphasizing

multiculturalism and challenging the traditional Eurocentric narrative of American history.

How does Ronald Takaki structure 'A Different Mirror'?

The book is structured chronologically, tracing the history of America through the perspectives of different
racial and ethnic groups, including Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, and

others.



Why is 'A Different Mirror' important for understanding American
history?

'A Different Mirror' provides a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of American history by highlighting

the contributions and struggles of marginalized groups often overlooked in mainstream histories.

‘What role do personal stories play in 'A Different Mirror'?

Personal stories and firsthand accounts are used extensively to humanize historical events and illustrate the

lived experiences of various ethnic communities in America.

How does 'A Different Mirror' challenge traditional narratives about
immigration in the United States?

The book challenges the idea of a single, dominant immigrant experience by showcasing the varied and
complex histories of different immigrant groups, revealing patterns of exclusion, discrimination, and

resilience.

Additional Resources

1. A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn

This book presents American history through the eyes of marginalized groups often excluded from
traditional narratives, such as Native Americans, African Americans, women, and laborers. Zinn challenges
the dominant portrayals of U.S. history by focusing on social justice and the struggles for equality. It offers a

critical perspective that complements the themes explored in "A Different Mirror."

2. 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles C. Mann

Charles Mann provides an eye-opening account of the Americas prior to European contact, revealing
advanced civilizations, complex societies, and rich cultures. The book challenges common misconceptions
about indigenous peoples and their environments. It serves as an important prelude to understanding the

context of "A Different Mirror."

3. American Holocaust: The Conquest of the New World by David E. Stannard
This work examines the catastrophic impact of European colonization on Native American populations.
Stannard documents the widespread violence, disease, and cultural destruction that accompanied the

conquest. It offers a sobering analysis that deepens the understanding of the darker aspects of U.S. history
highlighted in "A Different Mirror."

4. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson
Wilkerson chronicles the migration of African Americans from the rural South to urban centers across the

United States between 1915 and 1970. Through personal stories and historical analysis, the book explores



themes of resilience, hope, and the quest for a better life. It complements "A Different Mirror" by

highlighting the African American experience.

5. Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz

This book provides a comprehensive history of the United States from the perspective of Indigenous
peoples. Dunbar-Ortiz addresses colonization, resistance, and survival, challenging Eurocentric historical
narratives. It offers essential context for readers interested in the themes of cultural identity and historical

justice.

6. The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America by Andrés Reséndez
Reséndez uncovers the largely forgotten history of Native American enslavement, revealing how millions
were forced into bondage from the colonial period through the 19th century. The book expands
understanding of slavery beyond the African experience, illustrating the complex dynamics of oppression.

It enriches the discussion found in "A Different Mirror."

7. Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger and Mourning on the American Right by Arlie Russell Hochschild
This sociological study explores the perspectives of conservative Americans living in Louisiana’s industrial
"Cancer Alley." Hochschild investigates the emotional and cultural roots of political division and alienation.
The book offers insight into contemporary American identity struggles, paralleling some themes in "A

Different Mirror."

8. Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by Ibram X. Kendi
Kendi traces the history of racist ideas in the United States from colonial times to the present. He illustrates
how racism has been used to justify inequality and oppression throughout American history. This book

complements "A Different Mirror" by providing a deep analysis of the ideological underpinnings of racism.

9. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza by Gloria E. Anzaldua

Anzalduaa blends autobiography, history, and poetry to explore the cultural identity of Chicanos living in
the U.S.-Mexico borderlands. The book addresses themes of hybridity, marginalization, and resilience. It
provides a personal and cultural perspective that aligns with the multicultural focus of "A Different

Mirror."
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Jewish people in America, with considerable attention given to instances and consequences of
racism. The narrative is laced with short quotations, cameos of personal experiences, and excerpts
from folk music and literature. Well-known occurrences, such as the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
Fire, the Trail of Tears, the Harlem Renaissance, and the Japanese internment are included.
Students may be surprised by some of the revelations, but will recognize a constant thread of
rampant racism. The author concludes with a summary of today's changing economic climate and
offers Rodney King's challenge to all of us to try to get along. Readers will find this overview to be
an accessible, cogent jumping-off place for American history and political science plus a guide to the
myriad other sources identified in the notes.

a different mirror summary: A Different Mirror for Young People Ronald Takaki, 2012-10-16 A
longtime professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California at Berkeley, Ronald Takaki was
recognized as one of the foremost scholars of American ethnic history and diversity. When the first
edition of A Different Mirror was published in 1993, Publishers Weekly called it a brilliant revisionist
history of America that is likely to become a classic of multicultural studies and named it one of the
ten best books of the year. Now Rebecca Stefoff, who adapted Howard Zinn's best-selling A People's
History of the United States for younger readers, turns the updated 2008 edition of Takaki's
multicultural masterwork into A Different Mirror for Young People. Drawing on Takaki's vast array
of primary sources, and staying true to his own words whenever possible, A Different Mirror for
Young People brings ethnic history alive through the words of people, including teenagers, who
recorded their experiences in letters, diaries, and poems. Like Zinn's A People's History, Takaki's A
Different Mirror offers a rich and rewarding people's view perspective on the American story.

a different mirror summary: A Different Mirror California Community Colleges. Academic
Senate. Fall Plenary Session, 2002

a different mirror summary: The House I Live In Robert J. Norrell, 2005-02-01 In The House I
Live In, award-winning historian Robert J. Norrell offers a truly masterful chronicle of American race
relations over the last one hundred and fifty years. This scrupulously fair and insightful
narrative--the most ambitious and wide-ranging history of its kind--sheds new light on the ideologies,
from white supremacy to black nationalism, that have shaped race relations since the Civil War.
Norrell argues that it is these ideologies, more than politics or economics, that have sculpted the
landscape of race in America. Beginning with Reconstruction, he shows how the democratic values
of liberty and equality were infused with new meaning by Abraham Lincoln, only to become
meaningless for generations of African Americans as the white supremacy movement took shape.
The heart of the book paints a vivid portrait of the long, often dangerous struggle of the Civil Rights
movement to overcome decades of accepted inequality. Norrell offers fresh appraisals of key Civil
Rights figures and dissects the ideas of racists. He offers striking new insights into black-white
history, observing for instance that the Civil Rights movement really began as early as the 1930s,
and that contrary to much recent writing, the Cold War was a setback rather than a boost to the
quest for racial justice. He also breaks new ground on the role of popular culture and mass media in
first promoting, but later helping defeat, notions of white supremacy. Though the struggle for
equality is far from over, Norrell writes that today we are closer than ever to fulfilling the promise of
our democratic values. The House I Live In gives readers the first full understanding of how far we
have come.

a different mirror summary: Ansible by Examples Luca Berton, 2022-01-31 Ansible is an
Open Source IT automation tool. This book contains all of the obvious and not-so-obvious best
practices of Ansible automation. Every successful IT department needs automation nowadays for
bare metal servers, virtual machines, could, containers, and edge computing. Automate your IT
journey with Ansible automation technology. You are going to start with the installation of Ansible in
Enterprise Linux, Community Linux, Windows, and macOS using the most command package
manager and archives. Each of the 200+ lessons summarizes a module: from the most important
parameter to some Ansible code and real-life usage. Each code is battle proved in the real life.
Simplifying mundane activities like creating a text file, extracting and archiving, fetching a



repository using HTTPS or SSH connections could be automated with some lines of code and these
are only some of the long lists included in the course. There are some Ansible codes usable in all the
Linux systems, some specific for RedHat-like, Debian-like, and Windows systems. The 20+ Ansible
troubleshooting lesson teaches you how to read the error message, how to reproduce, and the
process of troubleshooting and resolution. Are you ready to automate your day with Ansible?
Examples in the book are tested with the latest version of Ansible 2.9+ and Ansible Core 2.11+.

a different mirror summary: Ansible For Linux by Examples Luca Berton, 2022-03-11
Ansible is an Open Source IT automation tool. This book contains all of the obvious and
not-so-obvious best practices of Ansible automation. Every successful IT department needs
automation nowadays for bare metal servers, virtual machines, could, containers, and edge
computing. Automate your IT journey with Ansible automation technology. You are going to start
with the installation of Ansible in Enterprise and Community Linux using the most command
package manager and archives. Each of the 200+ lessons summarizes a module: from the most
important parameter to some Ansible code and real-life usage. Each code is battle proved in the real
life. Simplifying mundane activities like creating a text file, extracting and archiving, fetching a
repository using HTTPS or SSH connections could be automated with some lines of code and these
are only some of the long lists included in the course. There are some Ansible codes usable in all the
Linux systems, some specific for RedHat-like, Debian-like, and Suse-like. The 20+ Ansible
troubleshooting lesson teaches you how to read the error message, how to reproduce, and the
process of troubleshooting and resolution. Are you ready to automate your day with Ansible?
Examples in the book are tested with the latest version of Ansible 2.9+ and Ansible Core 2.11+.

a different mirror summary: Identifying Talent, Institutionalizing Diversity Jiannbin Lee
Shiao, 2005 Shiao shows how two local foundation offices produce different diversity policies and
funding profiles in Cleveland and San Francisco three decades after the Civil Rights movement.

a different mirror summary: Cases on Strategic Partnerships for Resilient Communities and
Schools Thomas, Ursula, 2020-04-24 As the importance of public education increases both globally
and nationally, partnerships between schools and their community become key to each other's
success. Examining the intersection of schools with their communities reveals the most effective
strategies for supporting school populations that are traditionally marginalized or underserved in
both rural and urban areas. Cases on Strategic Partnerships for Resilient Communities and Schools
is an essential publication that uncovers the problems and pitfalls of creating strategic partnerships
between schools and other members of the community in which the schools are situated that include
for-profit businesses, not-for-profit entities, and private organizations. The book reveals that schools
that are thriving effectively do not do so in isolation but as vibrant members and centers of the
communities in which they serve students and families. Moreover, it examines the difficulty in
advocating for the schools and the leadership of the schools within these communities so that they
can be better served. Highlighting a wide range of topics including leadership, community-based
outreach, and school advocacy, this book is ideally designed for teachers, school administrators,
principals, school boards and committees, non-profit administrators, educational advocates,
leadership faculty, community engagement directors, community outreach personnel,
entrepreneurs, researchers, academicians, and students.

a different mirror summary: The Ethics of Transracial Adoption Hawley Grace Fogg-Davis,
2002 She believes that race should not be a barrier to adoption, but neither should it be absent from
the minds of prospective adopters and adoption practitioners..

a different mirror summary: Comstock Women Ronald M. James, C. Elizabeth Raymond,
1997-12-01 When it comes to Nevada history, men get most of the ink. Comstock Women is a
collection of 14 historical studies that helps to rectify that reality. The authors of these essays, who
include some of Nevada’s most prominent historians, demographers, and archaeologists, explore
such topics as women and politics, jobs, and ethnic groups. Their work goes far in refuting the
exaggerated popular images of women in early mining towns as dance hall girls or prostitutes.
Relying primarily on newspapers, court decisions, census records, as well as sparse personal diaries



and records left by the woman, the essayists have resurrected the lives of the women who lived on
the Comstock during the boom years.

a different mirror summary: Rethinking California Matthew Cahn, David Shafie, H. Eric
Schockman, 2016-12-05 This book explores the state of California — viewing the state as a holistic
political culture that reflects the influence of multiple cultures, ethnic groups, and communities of
interest. It starts with a broad historical foundation, and travels through cultural analyses and
institutional discussions. The evaluation of specific policy issues affecting the state is an important
stop along the way, and the crossroads that bring together the variety of analytic paths. This book is
suited for individuals interested in California policy work, and gaining a better understanding of that
state's unique political culture.

a different mirror summary: Promises of Citizenship Kathleen German, 2017-06-07 Since the
earliest days of the nation, US citizenship has been linked to military service. Even though blacks
fought and died in all American wars, their own freedom was usually restricted or denied. In many
ways, World War II exposed this contradiction. As demand for manpower grew during the war,
government officials and military leaders realized that the war could not be won without black
support. To generate African American enthusiasm, the federal government turned to mass media.
Several government films were produced and distributed, movies that have remained largely
unexamined by scholars. Kathleen M. German delves into the dilemma of race and the federal
government's attempts to appeal to black patriotism and pride even while postponing demands for
equality and integration until victory was achieved. German's study intersects three disciplines: the
history of the African American experience in World War II, the theory of documentary film, and the
study of rhetoric. One of the main films of the war era, The Negro Soldier, fractured the long
tradition of degrading minstrel caricatures by presenting a more dignified public image of African
Americans. Along with other government films, the narrative within The Negro Soldier transformed
the black volunteer into an able soldier. It included African Americans in the national mythology by
retelling American history to recognize black participation. As German reveals, through this new
narrative with more dignified images, The Negro Soldier and other films performed rhetorical work
by advancing the agenda of black citizenship.

a different mirror summary: Resources in Education , 1998-05

a different mirror summary: Dancing in No Man’s Land Brian Jennings, 2018-05-22 Are you
tired of the conflict all around you? It happens over and over again. A political argument with a
friend, a fight about racial issues on the internet, a disagreement with a coworker—at the first sign
of conflict, we flee to a bunker with people who think like us and attack everyone else. We feel safe
there, but it’s killing us: killing families, friendships, civility, and discourse. Our fractured world
desperately needs a different way: people who will speak gently, value truth, and think clearly.
Dancing in No Man’s Land is a rallying cry, a life-giving and practical journey into the way of Jesus
that will revolutionize how you view conflict. You can choose to speak both truth and peace in the
midst of war. You can step out of our bunkers and into no-man’s land, where only brave souls tread.
It may look like you're dodging cultural landmines. But you might just be learning how to dance.

a different mirror summary: Ethnicity and Race Elinor L. Brown, Pamela E. Gibbons,
2011-11-01 This volume of Global Initiatives for Equity and Social Justice takes a resource
perspective toward culture, ethnicity, and race. Its purpose is to foster global dialog about race and
ethnicity, with an emphasis on sharing strategies and solutions. While one might view problems
stemming from racial and ethnic differences as intractable, the book’s editors and chapter authors
wisely and creatively move through and beyond challenges and barriers by highlighting and sharing
models, programs, frameworks, and strategies that are making a positive difference. Chapters
provide examples and discussions relevant to the K-12 levels, as well as higher education and
professional preparation in fields that include teacher education, social work, and medical
education. Chapters grapple with complexities such as tensions among colonization, nation building,
and ethnic identity. Chapters explore potentials of information technology for opening access to
education and building dialogue across differences. Elinor Brown and Pamela Gibbons offer us a




much-needed volume that, with clear recognition of problems of the present and past, looks
optimistically toward the future.

a different mirror summary: Human Trafficking Is a Public Health Issue Makini
Chisolm-Straker, Hanni Stoklosa, 2017-01-26 This clear-sighted reference examines the public
health dimensions of labor and sex trafficking in the United States, the scope of the crisis, and
possibilities for solutions. Its ecological lifespan approach globally traces risk and protective factors
associated with this exploitation, laying a roadmap towards its prevention. Diverse experts, including
survivors, describe support and care interventions across domains and disciplines, from the law
enforcement and judicial sectors to community health systems and NGOs, with a robust model for
collaboration. By focusing on the humanity of trafficked persons, a public health paradigm broadens
our understanding of and ability to address trafficking while adding critical direction and resources
to the criminal justice and human rights structures currently in place. Among the topics covered:
Children at Risk: Foster Care and Human Trafficking LGBTQ Youth and Vulnerability to Sex
Trafficking“/li> Physical Health of Human Trafficking Survivors: Unmet Essentials Research
Informing Advocacy: An Anti-Human Trafficking Tool Caring for Survivors Using a Trauma-Informed
Care Framework The Media and Human Trafficking: Discussion and Critique of the Dominant
Narrative Human Trafficking Is a Public Health Issue is a sobering read; a powerful call to action for
public health professionals, including social workers and health care practitioners providing direct
services, as well as the larger anti-trafficking community of advocates, prosecutors, taskforce
members, law enforcement agents, officers, funders, and administrators. “An extraordinary
collection of knowledge by survivors, academics, clinicians, and advocates who are experts on
human trafficking. Human Trafficking is a Public Health Issue is a comprehensive offering in
educating readers on human trafficking through a multi-pronged public health lens.” Margeaux
Gray: Survivor, Advocate, Artist, Public Speaker

a different mirror summary: Social Issues in America James Ciment, 2015-03-04 Truly
comprehensive in scope - and arranged in A-Z format for quick access - this eight-volume set is a
one-source reference for anyone researching the historical and contemporary details of more than
170 major issues confronting American society. Entries cover the full range of hotly contested social
issues - including economic, scientific, environmental, criminal, legal, security, health, and media
topics. Each entry discusses the historical origins of the problem or debate; past means used to deal
with the issue; the current controversy surrounding the issue from all perspectives; and the
near-term and future implications for society. In addition, each entry includes a chronology, a
bibliography, and a directory of Internet resources for further research as well as primary
documents and statistical tables highlighting the debates.

a different mirror summary: Vikings across the Atlantic Daron W. Olson, 2012-12-11
Around the year 1000 a Viking ship landed on the Atlantic coast of what would one day be North
America. Nearly a millennium later, on June 7, 1945, Norway’s King Haakon VII returned from exile
under guard of the American Ninety-ninth—or “Viking”—Battalion. In Vikings across the Atlantic,
Daron W. Olson reveals how these two moments form narrative poles for the vision of a Greater
Norway that expanded the boundaries of the Norwegian nation. Looking at matters of religion,
literature, media, and ethnicity, Olson explores how Norwegian Americans’ myths about themselves
changed over time in relation to a broader Anglo-American culture, while at the same time
influencing and being influenced by the burgeoning national culture of their homeland. Beginning in
the 1920s, homeland Norwegian identity-makers framed the concept of the Greater Norway, which
viewed the Norwegian nation as having two halves: Norwegians who resided in the homeland and
those who had emigrated from Norway, especially those in America. Far from being merely
symbolic, this idea, Olson shows, was actually tested by the ordeal of World War II, when
Norwegians the world over demonstrated their willingness to sacrifice and even die for the Greater
Norway. In its transnational approach, Olson’s book brings a new perspective to immigrant studies
and theories of nationalism; Vikings across the Atlantic depicts the nation as a larger community in
which membership is constructed or imagined, a status of belonging defined not by physical




proximity but through qualities such as culture and shared traditions.

a different mirror summary: Narrative and Experience in Multicultural Education JoAnn
Phillion, Ming Fang He, F. Michael Connelly, 2005-03-23 Narrative and Experience in Multicultural
Education provides compelling stories that raise questions, advance understandings, and promote
insight into the challenges and hopes of teaching for diversity and democracy. The works contained
are compelling for the stories they tell and, as such, there is value in their presence. That the
thoughtful reader can glean important lessons with respect to multicultural education and the value
of narrative inquiry as academic disciplines is intellectual ‘icing-on-the-cake.” —Francisco Rios,
University of Wyoming This work is a very exciting, important, and badly needed piece of
scholarship offered by some of the most leading-edge professors in the field. The diversity and
diverse viewpoints it presents are unparalleled in the field of education. —Cheryl J. Craig, University
of Houston The narratives in this book allow readers to put a human face to an issue related to
multicultural education. A reflective reader will begin to see himself/herself in the narratives of the
text. —Edmundo F. Litton, Loyola Marymount University The inclusion of chapters that deal with
classroom realities elevate the text for education teacher candidates above those existing volumes
that tend to deal with multi/inter-cultural issues in the abstract. One of the strengths of this volume
is that it will resonate with new and experienced classroom practitioners. —Jon G. Bradley, McGill
University Narrative and Experience in Multicultural Education explores the untapped potential that
narrative and experiential approaches have for understanding multicultural issues in education. The
research featured in the book reflects an exciting new way of thinking about human experience. The
studies focus on the lives of students, teachers, parents, and communities, highlighting experiences
seldom discussed in the literature. The authors are diverse and their inquiries are far ranging in
terms of content, ethnic groups studied, and geographic locations. They also bring their personal
experience to the inquiries, actively participate in the lives of the people with whom they work, care
deeply about the concerns of their participants, and search for ways to act upon these concerns.
Most importantly, the work emphasizes the understanding of experience and transforming this
understanding into social and educational significance. Key Features ¢ Addresses new ways to
explore multicultural issues in education; rather than relying on theoretical generalizations, the
book focuses explicitly on individual and group experiences * Emphasizes the transformation of
experience into education, especially through the study of complex multicultural issues ¢ Challenges
readers’ assumptions of multicultural issues by offering numerous narrative accounts and research
studies for work with various ethnic groups Narrative and Experience in Multicultural Education is
designed for use in courses in multicultural education and qualitative research, especially in
departments of education, anthropology, and sociology. Professional educators, researchers, and
consultants will also find this a valuable introduction to narrative research and a welcome addition
to the literature.

a different mirror summary: Caring Across Generations Grace ] Yoo, Barbara W Kim,
2014-06-20 More than 1.3 million Korean Americans live in the United States, the majority of them
foreign-born immigrants and their children, the so-called 1.5 and second generations. While many
sons and daughters of Korean immigrants outwardly conform to the stereotyped image of the
upwardly mobile, highly educated super-achiever, the realities and challenges that the children of
Korean immigrants face in their adult lives as their immigrant parents grow older and confront
health issues that are far more complex. In Caring Across Generations, Grace J. Yoo and Barbara W.
Kim explore how earlier experiences helping immigrant parents navigate American society have
prepared Korean American children for negotiating and redefining the traditional gender norms,
close familial relationships, and cultural practices that their parents expect them to adhere to as
they reach adulthood. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 137 second and 1.5 generation Korean
Americans, Yoo & Kim explore issues such as their childhood experiences, their interpreted cultural
traditions and values in regards to care and respect for the elderly, their attitudes and values
regarding care for aging parents, their observations of parents facing retirement and life changes,
and their experiences with providing care when parents face illness or the prospects of dying. A



unique study at the intersection of immigration and aging, Caring Across Generations provides a
new look at the linked lives of immigrants and their families, and the struggles and triumphs that
they face over many generations.
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