
how did newton discover calculus

how did newton discover calculus is a captivating inquiry that delves into the mind of one of history's
greatest mathematicians, Sir Isaac Newton. Newton's discovery of calculus was not an isolated event but
rather a culmination of his extensive studies in mathematics and physics. This article explores the historical
context of Newton's work, the key concepts that led to his formulation of calculus, and the contributions of
other mathematicians during the same period. By examining the intricate details of Newton's journey, we aim to
provide a comprehensive understanding of how he arrived at such a monumental mathematical achievement. We
will also discuss the impact of calculus on science and mathematics and the ongoing debates regarding its
discovery.
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Historical Context

To understand how did Newton discover calculus, it is essential to examine the historical context of the 17th
century. This period was marked by significant advancements in mathematics and science, as scholars began to
challenge traditional ideas. The Renaissance had sparked a renewed interest in classical knowledge, and the
scientific revolution sought to explain the natural world through observation and rationality.

During this time, mathematicians like Descartes and Fermat were laying the groundwork for modern algebra and
geometry. Their work focused on the relationships between variables and the importance of functions, which
would later be integral to calculus. Furthermore, the need to solve problems related to motion, change, and
area under curves became increasingly apparent, creating a fertile ground for the development of calculus.

Key Concepts Leading to Calculus

Newton's discovery of calculus was influenced by several key concepts in mathematics and physics. Among
these concepts were limits, infinitesimals, and the fundamental theorem of calculus. Understanding these ideas is
crucial to grasping the innovations Newton introduced.

Limits and Infinitesimals

The notion of limits is central to calculus, allowing mathematicians to analyze the behavior of functions as
they approach specific points. Infinitesimals, on the other hand, are quantities that are infinitely small and are
used in calculus to describe changes in functions. Newton's work with limits and infinitesimals was
groundbreaking, as he utilized these concepts to develop his theories of motion and change.



Velocity and Acceleration

Newton's studies in physics, particularly his work on motion, also played a vital role in the development of
calculus. He sought to understand how objects move and change velocity over time. This led him to explore
concepts such as instantaneous velocity and acceleration, which are key components of calculus.

Newton's Method of Fluxions

Newton's formulation of calculus is often referred to as the "method of fluxions." This approach focused on
the idea of quantities in motion and their rates of change. In his work, Newton distinguished between 'fluent'
quantities, which are continuously changing, and 'fluxions,' which represent their rates of change.

In 1666, Newton began developing this method, which he detailed in his manuscript, "Mathematical Principles of
Natural Philosophy," published in 1687. The method of fluxions allowed Newton to solve problems involving
curves, tangents, and areas under curves, laying the groundwork for what we now recognize as calculus.

Applications of the Method of Fluxions

Newton applied his method of fluxions to various problems in physics and mathematics. Some notable
applications included:

Determining the area under curves, which was crucial for understanding geometric shapes.

Calculating instantaneous rates of change, which had implications in physics for understanding motion.

Solving problems related to celestial mechanics, including the orbits of planets.

Comparison with Leibniz's Calculus

While Newton was developing his method of fluxions, the German mathematician Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
independently formulated his own version of calculus. Leibniz introduced the notation we use today, including
the integral sign and the 'd' for differentials. This notation has become standard in mathematical writing.

The primary difference between Newton's and Leibniz's approaches lay in their philosophical foundations. Newton
focused on physical interpretations of motion, while Leibniz emphasized a more abstract mathematical
perspective. This divergence led to a famous dispute over the priority of the discovery, with both
mathematicians claiming precedence.

Impact of Calculus on Science and Mathematics

The impact of calculus on science and mathematics has been profound and far-reaching. Calculus provided the
tools necessary for mathematicians and scientists to analyze and describe complex systems in a quantitative
manner. Its applications span various fields, including physics, engineering, economics, and beyond.

Some key impacts of calculus include:

Advancements in physics, particularly in understanding motion and forces.

Development of mathematical modeling techniques used in various scientific disciplines.

Foundation for further advancements in mathematics, including differential equations and real analysis.



Ongoing Debates and Legacy

The legacy of Newton's discovery of calculus continues to be a topic of discussion among historians and
mathematicians. The debate over the priority of calculus—whether Newton or Leibniz should be credited for its
invention—remains unresolved. However, both mathematicians contributed significantly to the field, and their
works are now viewed as foundational to modern mathematics.

In educational contexts, calculus remains a cornerstone of mathematical education, essential for students
pursuing careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Newton's contributions, alongside
those of Leibniz, ensure that calculus will continue to be an integral part of mathematical study for
generations to come.

FAQs

Q: When did Newton discover calculus?
A: Newton began developing his method of calculus, known as the method of fluxions, around 1666, but he did
not publish his findings until 1687 in his work "Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy."

Q: What is the difference between Newton's and Leibniz's calculus?
A: Newton's calculus, or method of fluxions, focused on physical interpretations of motion and change, while
Leibniz's calculus emphasized a more abstract mathematical approach, introducing notation that is still used
today.

Q: How did calculus impact physics?
A: Calculus provided the mathematical framework necessary to describe motion, forces, and energy, leading to
significant advancements in physics, including classical mechanics and the understanding of gravitational
forces.

Q: Why is calculus important in modern mathematics?
A: Calculus is fundamental to many areas of mathematics, including analysis, differential equations, and
mathematical modeling, making it essential for various scientific and engineering disciplines.

Q: Is there ongoing debate about the discovery of calculus?
A: Yes, there is an ongoing debate regarding the priority of the discovery of calculus, particularly between
Newton and Leibniz. Both made significant contributions that shaped the development of calculus.

Q: What are some applications of calculus today?
A: Today, calculus is used in numerous fields such as physics, engineering, economics, biology, and social
sciences for modeling, optimization, and analyzing dynamic systems.



Q: How did Newton's work influence later mathematicians?
A: Newton's work laid the groundwork for future mathematicians by establishing concepts that would lead to
further developments in analysis, differential equations, and mathematical physics.

Q: What are limits, and why are they important in calculus?
A: Limits describe the behavior of functions as they approach specific points, serving as a foundational concept
in calculus that enables the definition of derivatives and integrals.

Q: What is the significance of the fundamental theorem of calculus?
A: The fundamental theorem of calculus connects differentiation and integration, showing that these two
operations are inverses of each other, which is crucial for solving problems in calculus.

Q: How has calculus evolved since Newton's time?
A: Since Newton's time, calculus has evolved with the development of new theories, notation, and applications,
including the formalization of limits and the introduction of advanced calculus concepts such as multivariable
calculus and differential forms.
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  how did newton discover calculus: The Creation of Scientific Psychology David J. Murray,
Stephen W. Link, 2021-02-15 With an emphasis on developments taking place in Germany during the
nineteenth century, this book provides in-depth examinations of the key contributions made by the
pioneers of scientific psychology. Their works brought measurement and mathematics into the study
of the mind. Through unique analysis of measurement theory by Whewell, mathematical
developments by Gauss, and theories of mental processes developed by Herbart, Weber, Fechner,
Helmholtz, Müller, Delboeuf and others, this volume maps the beliefs, discoveries, and interactions
that constitute the very origins of psychophysics and its offspring Experimental Psychology. Murray
and Link expertly combine nuanced understanding of linguistic and historic factors to identify
theoretical approaches to relating physicalintensities and psychological magnitudes. With an eye to
interactions and influences on future work in the field, the volume illustrates the important legacy
that mathematical developments in the nineteenth century have for twentieth and twenty-first
century psychologists. This detailed and engaging account fills a deep gap in the history of
psychology. The Creation of Scientific Psychology will appeal to researchers, academics, and
students in the fields of history of psychology, psychophysics, scientific, and mathematical
psychology.
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Alejandra León-Castellá, Margot Martínez-Rodríguez, Manuel Murillo-Tsijli, Alberto Soto-Aguilar,
2020-12-03 Enjoy a fascinating journey through the world of mathematics in the pages of this
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e-book. Whether you consider yourself a math nerd, or you would simply like to find out more about
why mathematics continues to shape our lives, as it has from earliest civilizations, this e-book will
not disappoint. The mathematics of everyday will simultaneously inform, entertain, and challenge
your thinking about mathematics and its place in our everyday lives. With seven chapters on wide
ranging topics from numbers to patterns and models, from probability to culture and society, this
e-book will hold your attention from beginning to end. Topics are structured to clearly present an
overview of an area of math, and how this area connects with intriguing historical and current,
everyday situations. As such, this e-book does not promote a closed, instructional type of experience,
but an open-ended experience for all to explore the fascination that mathematics can bring to our
lives. Produced initially in a Spanish language version by a team of mathematicians and
communicators, passionate about engaging people in life-long learning, this e-book has been revised
to share the wonder of mathematics with English readers.
  how did newton discover calculus: Lsat Explained Prepped Get Prepped, 2005-07 The Next
10 Actual, Official LSAT PrepTests contains 10 tests that every LSAT taker should practice with.
Unfortunately, the 10 LSATs does not explain why the wrong answers are wrong, or how to find the
correct answer. But LSAT Explained does. It helps you learn the LSAT and improve your score.
  how did newton discover calculus: Isaac Newton (SparkNotes Biography Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 Isaac Newton (SparkNotes Biography Guide) Making the reading experience fun!
SparkNotes Biography Guides examine the lives of historical luminaries, from Alexander the Great to
Virginia Woolf. Each biography guide includes:An examination of the historical context in which the
person lived A summary of the person’s life and achievements A glossary of important terms, people,
and events An in-depth look at the key epochs in the person’s career Study questions and essay
topics A review test Suggestions for further reading Whether you’re a student of history or just a
student cramming for a history exam, SparkNotes Biography guides are a reliable, thorough, and
readable resource.
  how did newton discover calculus: Three Hundred Years of Gravitation Stephen Hawking,
W. Israel, 1987 A collection of reviews by prominent researchers in cosmology, relativity and
particle physics commemorates the 300th anniversary of Newton's Philosophiae Naturalis Principia
Mathematica.
  how did newton discover calculus: The Last Man Who Knew Everything Mike Hockney,
2013-07-25 Three hundred years ago, it was possible to have read all of the important books in the
world. Most intelligent people of the time believed the world was a living organism. Matter was alive
(hylozoism), or mind was everywhere (panpsychism), or God was everywhere (theism), or God and
Nature were one (pantheism). A hundred years later, the world was viewed as a vast, purposeless
machine. Either there was no God (atheism), or he was a remote God of Laws (deism) and not of
revelation and salvation. Leibniz was the last genius to know everything and to accept that the
universe was an organism – a mathematical organism. Leibniz was the secret author of the
Illuminati's Grand Unified Theory of Everything based on nothing. He created an entire universe out
of a Big Bang singularity comprising infinite monads (zeros), each with infinite energy capacity. This
is the story of the first mathematical Theory of Everything. Leibniz's monads have one last,
incredible secret to reveal: they are souls!
  how did newton discover calculus: Topics in Logic, Philosophy and Foundations of
Mathematics, and Computer Science Stanisław Krajewski, Stephen Krajewski, 2007 This volume
honors Professor Andrzej Grzegorczyk, the nestor of Polish logicians, on his 85th anniversary. The
editors would like to express the respect and sympathy they have for him. His textbook The Outline
of Mathematical Logic has been published in many editions and translated into several languages. It
was this textbook that introduced many of us into the world of mathematical logic. Professor
Grzegorczyk has made fundamental contributions to logic and to philosophy. His results, mainly on
hierarchy of primitive recursive functions, known as the Grzegorczyk hierarchy, are of fundamental
importance to theoretical computer science. In particular, they were precursory for the
computational complexity theory. The editors would like to stress that this special publication



celebrates a scientist who is still actively pursuing genuinely innovative directions of research. Quite
recently, Andrzej Grzegorczyk gave a new proof of undecidability of the first order functional
calculus. His proof does not use the arithmetization of Kurt Gödel. In recognition of his merits, the
University of Clermont-Ferrand conferred to Professor Andrzej Grzegorczyk the Doctorat Honoris
Causa. The work and life of Professor Andrzej Grzegorczyk is presented in the article by Professors
Stanislaw Krajewski and Jan Wolenski. The papers in this collection have been submitted on
invitational basis.
  how did newton discover calculus: Bits of History - from the Big Bang to Now Dick de
Jounge, 2016-08-19 The universe has intrigued mankind throughout the ages, and in this book the
author gives an account of inventions, discoveries, and more, which have contributed to our
understanding of the universe. The history of humanity is just a small parenthesis in a universal
perspective, but the historical milestones that have paved the way to what we now know is
interesting reading, and the book offers a repetition of much of what we learned in school. But what
will happen with the universe in the future. There is room for speculation, and the author
contributes with interesting views.
  how did newton discover calculus: The Nature of Enlightenment P. F. Martin, 2005 The
Nature of Enlightenment is a book that shatters the mold of Western religion by challenging what
our common definition of religion is and the nature of its practice. P.F. Martin teaches from
profound experience arising from over 30 years of unceasing Chan and Zen practice by stating that
true enlightenment practice is the highest form of empiricism and cannot be imported into the West
just as much as it cannot be totally fabricated in a culture that has been subjected to religious
dogma for over a thousand years. There is a pervasive sense of urgency throughout this work. For
the first time in recorded history, humanity has the ever-escalating means of self-destruction, and
Western mind in the form of science and engineering has been the initial portal of this ominous
ability. While embracing science and engineering as essential human tools, Mr. Martin investigates
the underlying assumptions that stand them apart from the greatest good for humanity and offers a
path that these great disciplines may work in compassionate harmony for the benefit of all of
humankind. As an integral part of the work, authentic Dhyana (Chan or Zen) Buddhist practices are
introduced from a detailed empirical illumination of the nature of the senses, affliction, thought and
volition. Such topics as sudden and gradual enlightenment, hua-tou (koan) practice, samadhi, the
authenticity of transmission, finding and working with a master teacher, the difference between
Chan and Zen practices, divergent teachings and the practice of ongoing realization are examined in
detail. Whether you are just entering a path of enlightenment or have been practicing for decades,
The Nature of Enlightenment is an essential addition to your library.
  how did newton discover calculus: Basic Physics Kenneth W Ford, 2016-12-15 This reissued
version of the classic text Basic Physics will help teachers at both the high-school and college levels
gain new insights into, and deeper understanding of, many topics in both classical and modern
physics that are commonly taught in introductory physics courses. All of the original book is
included with new content added. Short sections of the previous book (174 in number) are labeled
'Features.' These Features are highlighted in the book, set forth in a separate Table of Contents, and
separately indexed.Many teachers will value this book as a personal reference during a teaching
year as various topics are addressed. Ford's discussions of the history and meaning of topics from
Newton's mechanics to Feynman's diagrams, although written first in 1968, have beautifully
withstood the test of time and are fully relevant to 21st-century physics teaching.
  how did newton discover calculus: Timelines of Science Leo Ball, Patricia Fara, 2022-10-04
From the wheel to the worldwide web, our planet has been transformed by science. Now you can
travel through time to experience centuries of invention and innovation on this spectacular visual
voyage of discovery. Starting in ancient times and ending up in the modern world, you'll explore
scientific history showcased in stunning images and captivating text. An easy-to-follow illustrated
timeline runs throughout the ebook, keeping you informed of big breakthroughs and key
developments. Get to grips with revolutionary ideas like measuring time or check out amazing



artifacts like flying machines. Great geniuses, including Marie Curie, Albert Einstein, and Charles
Darwin are introduced alongside their most important ideas and inventions, all shown in glorious
detail.?? Hundreds of pages of history are covered in Timelines of Science, with global coverage of
scientific advances. Whether you're joining in with eureka moments, inspecting engines, or learning
about evolution, all aspects of science are covered from the past, present, and future.
  how did newton discover calculus: Define Universe and Give Two Examples Barton E.
Dahneke, 2006
  how did newton discover calculus: The History of Mathematics: A Source-Based
Approach, Volume 2 June Barrow-Green, Jeremy Gray, Robin Wilson, 2022-05-26 The History of
Mathematics: A Source-Based Approach is a comprehensive history of the development of
mathematics. This, the second volume of a two-volume set, takes the reader from the invention of
the calculus to the beginning of the twentieth century. The initial discoverers of calculus are given
thorough investigation, and special attention is also paid to Newton's Principia. The eighteenth
century is presented as primarily a period of the development of calculus, particularly in differential
equations and applications of mathematics. Mathematics blossomed in the nineteenth century and
the book explores progress in geometry, analysis, foundations, algebra, and applied mathematics,
especially celestial mechanics. The approach throughout is markedly historiographic: How do we
know what we know? How do we read the original documents? What are the institutions supporting
mathematics? Who are the people of mathematics? The reader learns not only the history of
mathematics, but also how to think like a historian. The two-volume set was designed as a textbook
for the authors' acclaimed year-long course at the Open University. It is, in addition to being an
innovative and insightful textbook, an invaluable resource for students and scholars of the history of
mathematics. The authors, each among the most distinguished mathematical historians in the world,
have produced over fifty books and earned scholarly and expository prizes from the major
mathematical societies of the English-speaking world.
  how did newton discover calculus: The Reopening of the Western Mind Charles Freeman,
2023-02-07 A monumental and exhilarating history of European thought from the end of Antiquity to
the beginning of the Enlightenment—500 to 1700 AD—tracing the arc of intellectual history as it
evolved, setting the stage for the modern era. With more than 140 illustrations; 90 in full-color.
Charles Freeman, lauded historical scholar and author of The Closing of the Western Mind (“A
triumph”—The Times [London]), explores the rebirth of Western thought in the centuries that
followed the demise of the classical era. As the dominance of Christian teachings gradually subsided
over time, a new open-mindedness made way for the ideas of morality and theology, and fueled and
formed the backbone of the Western mind of the late Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and beyond. In
this wide-ranging history, Freeman follows the immense intellectual development that culminated in
the Enlightenment, from political ideology to philosophy and theology, as well as the fine arts and
literature. He writes, in vivid detail, of how Europeans progressed from the Christian-minded
thinking of Saint Augustine to the more open-minded later scholars, such as Michel de Montaigne,
leading to a broader, more “humanist” way of thinking. He explores how the discovery of America
fundamentally altered European conceptions of humanity, religion, and science; how the rise of
Protestantism and the Reformation profoundly influenced the tenor of politics and legal systems,
with enormous repercussions; and how the radical Christianity of philosophers such as Spinoza
affected a rethinking of the concept of religious tolerance that has influenced the modern era ever
since.
  how did newton discover calculus: The Invention of Physical Science M.J. Nye, J.
Richards, R. Stuewer, 2012-12-06 Modern physical science is constituted by specialized scientific
fields rooted in experimental laboratory work and in rational and mathematical representations.
Contemporary scientific explanation is rigorously differentiated from religious interpretation,
although, to be sure, scientists sometimes do the philosophical work of interpreting the metaphysics
of space, time, and matter. However, it is rare that either theologians or philosophers convincingly
claim that they are doing the scientific work of physical scientists and mathematicians. The rigidity



of these divisions and differentiations is relatively new. Modern physical science was invented slowly
and gradually through interactions of the aims and contents of mathematics, theology, and natural
philosophy since the seventeenth century. In essays ranging in focus from seventeenth-century
interpretations of heavenly comets to twentieth-century explanations of tracks in bubble chambers,
ten historians of science demonstrate metaphysical and theological threads continuing to underpin
the epistemology and practice of the physical sciences and mathematics, even while they became
disciplinary specialties during the last three centuries. The volume is prefaced by tributes to Erwin
N. Hiebert, whose teaching and scholarship have addressed and inspired attention to these issues.
  how did newton discover calculus: Mathematics Through the Eyes of Faith Russell Howell,
James Bradley, Book description to come.
  how did newton discover calculus: Bitcoin for the Befuddled Conrad Barski, Chris Wilmer,
2014-11-14 Unless you’ve been living under a rock for the last couple of years, you’ve probably
heard of Bitcoin—the game-changing digital currency used by millions worldwide. But Bitcoin isn't
just another way to buy stuff. It’s an anonymous, revolutionary, cryptographically secure currency
that functions without the oversight of a central authority or government. If you want to get into the
Bitcoin game but find yourself a little confused, Bitcoin for the Befuddled may be just what you’re
looking for. Learn what Bitcoin is; how it works; and how to acquire, store, and spend bitcoins safely
and securely. You'll also learn: Bitcoin’s underlying cryptographic principles, and how bitcoins are
createdThe history of Bitcoin and its potential impact on trade and commerceAll about the
blockchain, the public ledger of Bitcoin transactionsHow to choose a bitcoin wallet that’s safe and
easy to useHow to accept bitcoins as payment in your physical store or on your websiteAdvanced
topics, including Bitcoin mining and Bitcoin programming With its non-technical language and
patient, step-by-step approach to this fascinating currency, Bitcoin for the Befuddled is your ticket to
getting started with Bitcoin. Get out from under the rock and get in the Bitcoin game. Just make sure
not to lose your shirt.
  how did newton discover calculus: The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking Edward B.
Burger, Michael Starbird, 2012-08-26 Simple but powerful strategies for increasing your success by
improving your thinking The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking presents practical, lively, and
inspiring ways for you to become more successful through better thinking. The idea is simple: You
can learn how to think far better by adopting specific strategies. Brilliant people aren't a special
breed—they just use their minds differently. By using the straightforward and thought-provoking
techniques in The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking, you will regularly find imaginative solutions to
difficult challenges, and you will discover new ways of looking at your world and yourself—revealing
previously hidden opportunities. The book offers real-life stories, explicit action items, and concrete
methods that allow you to attain a deeper understanding of any issue, exploit the power of failure as
a step toward success, develop a habit of creating probing questions, see the world of ideas as an
ever-flowing stream of thought, and embrace the uplifting reality that we are all capable of change.
No matter who you are, the practical mind-sets introduced in the book will empower you to realize
any goal in a more creative, intelligent, and effective manner. Filled with engaging examples that
unlock truths about thinking in every walk of life, The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking is written for
all who want to reach their fullest potential—including students, parents, teachers, businesspeople,
professionals, athletes, artists, leaders, and lifelong learners. Whenever you are stuck, need a new
idea, or want to learn and grow, The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking will inspire and guide you on
your way.
  how did newton discover calculus: The American Cyclopaedia George Ripley, Charles
Anderson Dana, 1883
  how did newton discover calculus: The American Cyclopædia George Ripley, Charles
Anderson Dana, 1873
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