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how to evaluate limits calculus is a fundamental concept in mathematics that
forms the backbone of calculus. Understanding how to evaluate limits is
crucial for solving various problems related to continuity, derivatives, and
integrals. This article will provide a comprehensive guide on evaluating
limits in calculus, discussing different strategies, techniques, and
examples. We will explore the definition of limits, the types of limits, and
the step-by-step process to evaluate them effectively. Additionally, we will
address common pitfalls and how to overcome them to ensure a solid
understanding of limits.
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Understanding the Concept of Limits

The concept of a limit is essential in calculus, representing the value that
a function approaches as the input approaches a certain point. Formally, the
limit of a function \( f(x) \) as \( x \) approaches \( c \) is denoted as \(
\lim {{x \to c}} f(x) \). This concept is particularly useful when dealing
with functions that are not well-defined at certain points, such as division
by zero.

Limits allow us to define continuity and the derivative formally. For a
function to be continuous at a point, the limit of the function as it
approaches that point must equal the function's value at that point.
Similarly, the derivative is defined as the limit of the average rate of
change of a function as the interval approaches zero.

Types of Limits



There are several types of limits that one may encounter when evaluating
limits in calculus. Understanding these types helps in selecting the
appropriate method for evaluation.

Finite Limits

Finite limits occur when both the approach and the value are finite. For
example, \( \lim {{x \to 2}} (3x + 1) = 7 \) is a finite limit since both the
limit and the function value are defined and finite.

Infinite Limits

Infinite limits arise when the function approaches infinity as the input
approaches a certain value. For instance, \( \lim {{x \to 0}} \frac{1l}{x} =
\infty \) indicates that as \( x \) approaches zero, the function \(
\frac{1}{x} \) grows without bound.

Limits at Infinity

Limits at infinity examine the behavior of functions as the input approaches
infinity. For example, \( \lim {{x \to \infty}} \frac{1}{x} = 0 \) shows that
as \( x \) becomes very large, the function approaches zero.

Techniques for Evaluating Limits

There are various techniques for evaluating limits, each suitable for
different types of functions and situations. Here are some of the most common
methods:

Substitution

The simplest method for evaluating limits is direct substitution. If the
function is continuous at the point of interest, substituting the value into
the function will yield the limit. For example:

e Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 3}} (2x + 5) \) by substituting \( x = 3 \):

e Result: \( 2(3) + 5 =11 \).



Factoring

When direct substitution results in an indeterminate form like \( \frac{0}{0}
\), factoring may resolve the limit. For example:

e Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 2}} \frac{x"2 - 4}{x - 2} \).
e Factor the numerator: \( (x - 2)(x + 2) \).

e Cancel \( (x - 2) \) and substitute \( x = 2 \): Result: \( 4 \).

Rationalization

Rationalization is useful when dealing with square roots. For example:

e Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 0}} \frac{\sqrt{x + 4} - 2}{x} \).

e Multiply by the conjugate: \( \frac{(\sqrt{x + 4} - 2)(\sqrt{x + 4} +
2) H{x(\sqrt{x + 4} + 2)} \).

e Simplify and substitute \( x = 0 \): Result: \( \frac{1}{4} \).

L'Hopital's Rule

L'Hépital's Rule applies when limits yield indeterminate forms like \(
\frac{0}{0} \) or \( \frac{\infty}{\infty} \). The rule states:

If \( \lim {{x \to c}} \frac{f(x)}{g(x)} \) gives an indeterminate form,
then:

\( \lim {{x \to c}} \frac{f(x)}{g(x)} = \lim {{x \to c}} \frac{f'(x)}{g'(x)}
\).

This method can simplify the evaluation of complex limits considerably.



Common Pitfalls in Limit Evaluation

While evaluating limits, students often encounter several common pitfalls.
Recognizing these can prevent mistakes and ensure accurate evaluations.

Ignoring the Domain

One common mistake is neglecting the domain of the function. A limit may be
evaluated correctly, but if the function is not defined at that point, the
limit may not be valid.

Misapplying L'Hopital's Rule

L'Hopital's Rule should only be applied to indeterminate forms. Applying it
to determinate forms can lead to incorrect results.

Overlooking One-Sided Limits

Sometimes, the left-hand limit and right-hand limit may differ. It is
essential to evaluate both to determine the overall limit accurately.

Examples of Limit Evaluation

To further illustrate the concepts and techniques discussed, here are several
examples of limit evaluation.

Example 1: Direct Substitution

Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 1}} (x"2 + 3x + 2) \).

Solution: Substituting \( x = 1 \) gives \( 172 + 3(1) + 2 = 6 \). Thus, the
limit is 6.

Example 2: Factoring



Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 3}} \frac{x"2 - 9}{x - 3} \).

Solution: Factor \( x*2 - 9 \) to get \( (x - 3)(x + 3) \). Cancel \( (x - 3)
\) and substitute \( x = 3 \): Result: \( 6 \).

Example 3: L'Hopital's Rule

Evaluate \( \lim {{x \to 0}} \frac{\sin x}{x} \).

Solution: Both numerator and denominator approach 0, an indeterminate form.
Applying L'Hopital's Rule gives:

Taking derivatives: \( \lim {{x \to 0}} \frac{\cos x}{1} = 1 \). Thus, the
limit is 1.

Conclusion

Understanding how to evaluate limits in calculus is essential for mastering
advanced mathematical concepts. By familiarizing yourself with various
techniques such as substitution, factoring, rationalization, and L'Hopital's
Rule, you can tackle a wide range of limit problems effectively. Awareness of
common pitfalls helps ensure accurate evaluations. With practice and
application of these concepts, evaluating limits will become a
straightforward task in your calculus journey.

Q: What is the definition of a limit in calculus?

A: A limit in calculus is the value that a function approaches as the input
approaches a certain point. It is denoted as \( \lim {{x \to c}} f(x) \).

Q: How do you evaluate a limit using direct
substitution?

A: To evaluate a limit using direct substitution, simply substitute the value
that \( x \) approaches into the function. If the function is continuous at
that point, the result will be the limit.

Q: What should you do if direct substitution leads
to an indeterminate form?

A: If direct substitution results in an indeterminate form like \(



\frac{0}{0} \), consider using factoring, rationalization, or L'HOpital's
Rule to simplify the expression.

Q: What is L'Hopital's Rule, and when can it be
applied?

A: L'H6pital's Rule states that if a limit yields an indeterminate form like
\( \frac{0}{0} \) or \( \frac{\infty}{\infty} \), the limit can be evaluated

by taking the derivatives of the numerator and denominator.

Q: What are one-sided limits?

A: One-sided limits refer to the limit of a function as the input approaches

a particular point from one direction, either from the left (denoted as \(

\lim {{x \to c~-} } \)) or from the right (denoted as \( \lim {{x \to c™+} }

\)).

Q: Can limits be infinite?

A: Yes, limits can be infinite. For example, if a function approaches
infinity as the input approaches a certain value, it is referred to as an
infinite limit.

Q: How can I determine if a function is continuous
at a point?

A: A function is continuous at a point if the limit of the function as it
approaches that point equals the function's value at that point.

Q: What is the difference between finite limits and
limits at infinity?

A: Finite limits refer to the value a function approaches as the input
approaches a specific finite point, while limits at infinity describe the
behavior of a function as the input grows larger without bound.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
evaluating limits?

A: Common mistakes include ignoring the domain of the function, misapplying
L'Hopital's Rule, and overlooking one-sided limits. Being aware of these
pitfalls can help ensure accurate evaluations.



Q: Why is understanding limits important in
calculus?

A: Understanding limits is crucial in calculus as they serve as the
foundation for defining continuity, derivatives, and integrals, which are
central concepts in the study of change and motion.
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how to evaluate limits calculus: Differential and Integral Calculus Theory and Cases Carlos
Polanco, 2020-08-05 Differential and Integral Calculus - Theory and Cases is a complete textbook
designed to cover basic calculus at introductory college and undergraduate levels. Chapters provide
information about calculus fundamentals and concepts including real numbers, series, functions,
limits, continuity, differentiation, antidifferentiation (integration) and sequences. Readers will find a
concise and clear study of calculus topics, giving them a solid foundation of mathematical analysis
using calculus. The knowledge and concepts presented in this book will equip students with the
knowledge to immediately practice the learned calculus theory in practical situations encountered at
advanced levels. Key Features: - Complete coverage of basic calculus, including differentiation and
integration - Easy to read presentation suitable for students - Information about functions and maps -
Case studies and exercises for practical learning, with solutions - Case studies and exercises for
practical learning, with solutions - References for further reading

how to evaluate limits calculus: Understanding Analysis Tanmay Shroff, 2025-02-20
Understanding Analysis: Foundations and Applications is an essential textbook crafted to provide
undergraduate students with a solid foundation in mathematical analysis. Analysis is a fundamental
branch of mathematics that explores limits, continuity, differentiation, integration, and convergence,
forming the bedrock of calculus and advanced mathematical reasoning. We offer a clear and
structured approach, starting with basic concepts such as sets, functions, and real numbers. The
book then delves into core calculus topics, including limits, continuity, differentiation, and
integration, with a focus on rigor and conceptual understanding. Through intuitive explanations,
illustrative examples, and practical exercises, readers are guided through the intricacies of analysis,
enhancing their mathematical intuition and problem-solving skills. Emphasizing logical reasoning
and mathematical rigor, Understanding Analysis equips students with the tools and techniques
needed to tackle advanced topics in mathematics and related fields. Whether you're a mathematics
major, an engineering or science student, or simply curious about the beauty of mathematical
analysis, this book will serve as your indispensable guide to mastering these principles and
applications.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Core Concepts in Real Analysis Roshan Trivedi, 2025-02-20
Core Concepts in Real Analysis is a comprehensive book that delves into the fundamental concepts
and applications of real analysis, a cornerstone of modern mathematics. Written with clarity and
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depth, this book serves as an essential resource for students, educators, and researchers seeking a
rigorous understanding of real numbers, functions, limits, continuity, differentiation, integration,
sequences, and series. The book begins by laying a solid foundation with an exploration of real
numbers and their properties, including the concept of infinity and the completeness of the real
number line. It then progresses to the study of functions, emphasizing the importance of continuity
and differentiability in analyzing mathematical functions. One of the book's key strengths lies in its
treatment of limits and convergence, providing clear explanations and intuitive examples to help
readers grasp these foundational concepts. It covers topics such as sequences and series, including
convergence tests and the convergence of power series. The approach to differentiation and
integration is both rigorous and accessible, offering insights into the calculus of real-valued
functions and its applications in various fields. It explores techniques for finding derivatives and
integrals, as well as the relationship between differentiation and integration through the
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Throughout the book, readers will encounter real-world
applications of real analysis, from physics and engineering to economics and computer science.
Practical examples and exercises reinforce learning and encourage critical thinking. Core Concepts
in Real Analysis fosters a deeper appreciation for the elegance and precision of real analysis while
equipping readers with the analytical tools needed to tackle complex mathematical problems.
Whether used as a textbook or a reference guide, this book offers a comprehensive journey into the
heart of real analysis, making it indispensable for anyone interested in mastering this foundational
branch of mathematics.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Precalculus with Limits Ron Larson, Robert P. Hostetler,
Bruce H. Edwards, 2001 For a full description, see Larson et al., College Algebra: A Graphing
Approach, 3/e.

how to evaluate limits calculus: TI-Nspire For Dummies Steve Ouellette, 2009-01-27 Your
TI-Nspire is unlike any mathematical tool you've ever seen, so you'll really appreciate this
plain-English guide to what it can do and how to do it. From loading the batteries and creating a
document to performing geometric calculations and constructing statistical graphs, you'll see how to
use the TI-Nspire alone and with your PC. Start here -- set up your TI-Nspire handheld, get familiar
with the keypad, use the function keys, and configure system settings ; You need representation --
grasp mathematical concepts more easily through multiple representations and linking
representations ; Document problems -- create documents, add problems, configure page layout, and
save your work for assignments or class notes ; Be calculating -- work with the calculator menu,
tools, forms, and variables ; Graphic or plane -- use the graphing functions in the analytic view and
work with geometric objects in the plane geometry view ; List the spread -- create and manage lists
and spreadsheets and use this application with others for statistical calculations ; Link up -- connect
the TI-Nspire handheld to your computer--P. [4] of cover.

how to evaluate limits calculus: MATLAB with Applications to Engineering, Physics and
Finance David Baez-Lopez, 2009-10-28 Master the tools of MATLAB through hands-on
examplesShows How to Solve Math Problems Using MATLABThe mathematical software MATLAB
integrates computation, visualization, and programming to produce a powerful tool for a number of
different tasks in mathematics. Focusing on the MATLAB toolboxes especially dedicated to science,
finance, and engineering

how to evaluate limits calculus: Mathematical Principles for Scientific Computing and
Visualization Gerald Farin, Dianne Hansford, 2008-10-21 This non-traditional introduction to the
mathematics of scientific computation describes the principles behind the major methods, from
statistics, applied mathematics, scientific visualization, and elsewhere, in a way that is accessible to
a large part of the scientific community. Introductory material includes computational basics, a
review of coordinate systems, an introduction to facets (planes and triangle meshes) and an
introduction to computer graphics. The scientific computing part of the book covers topics in
numerical linear algebra (basics, solving linear system, eigen-problems, SVD, and PCA) and
numerical calculus (basics, data fitting, dynamic processes, root finding, and multivariate functions).



The visualization component of the book is separated into three parts: empirical data, scalar values
over 2D data, and volumes.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Resources for the Study of Real Analysis Robert L. Brabenec,
2004 A collection of materials gathered by the author while teaching real analysis over a period of
years.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Artificial Intelligence, Automated Reasoning, and
Symbolic Computation Jacques Calmet, Belaid Benhamou, Olga Caprotti, Laurent Henocque,
Volker Sorge, 2003-08-02 AISC 2002, the 6th international conference on Arti?cial Intelligence and
S- bolic Computation, and Calculemus 2002, the 10th symposium on the Integ- tion of Symbolic
Computation and Mechanized Reasoning, were held jointly in Marseille, France on July 1-5, 2002.
This event was organized by the three universities in Marseille together with the LSIS (Laboratoire
des Sciences de 1'Information et des Syst™ emes). AISC 2002 was the latest in a series of specialized
conferences founded by John Campbell and Jacques Calmet with the initial title Arti?cial Intelligence
and Symbolic Mathematical Computation (AISMC) and later denoted Art- cial Intelligence and
Symbolic Computation (AISC). The scope is well de?ned by its successive titles. AISMC-1 (1992),
AISMC-2 (1994), AISMC-3 (1996), AISC'98, and AISC 2000 took place in Karlsruhe, Cambridge,
Steyr, Plattsburgh (NY), and Madrid respectively. The proceedings were published by
Springer-Verlag as LNCS 737, LNCS 958, LNCS 1138, LNAI 1476, and LNAI 1930 respectively.
Calculemus 2002 was the 10th symposium in a series which started with three meetings in 1996,
two meetings in 1997, and then turned into a yearly event in 1998. Since then, it has become a
tradition to hold the meeting jointly with an event in either symbolic computation or automated
deduction. Both events share common interests in looking at Symbolic Computation, each from a
di?erent point of view: Arti?cial Intelligence in the more general case of AISC and Automated
Deduction in the more speci?c case of Calculemus.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Teachers Engaged in Research Laura R. Van Zoest,
2006-03-01 This book provides examples of the ways in which 9-12 grade mathematics teachers from
across North America are engaging in research. It offers a glimpse of the questions that capture the
attention of teachers, the methodologies that they use to gather data, and the ways in which they
make sense of what they find. The focus of these teachers’ investigations into mathematics
classrooms ranges from students’ understanding of content to pedagogical changes to social issues.
Underlying the chapters is the common goal of enabling students to develop a deep understanding of
the mathematics they learn in their classrooms.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Student Edition Grades 9-12 2017 Hughes-Hallett,
2019-03-11

how to evaluate limits calculus: Mathematica by Example Martha L. Abell, James P.
Braselton, 2008-09-09 Mathematica by Example, 4e is designed to introduce the Mathematica
programming language to a wide audience. This is the ideal text for all scientific students,
researchers, and programmers wishing to learn or deepen their understanding of Mathematica. The
program is used to help professionals, researchers, scientists, students and instructors solve
complex problems in a variety of fields, including biology, physics, and engineering. - Clear
organization, complete topic coverage, and accessible exposition for novices - Fully compatible with
Mathematica 6.0 - New applications, exercises and examples from a variety of fields including
biology, physics and engineering - Includes a CD-ROM with all Mathematica input appearing in the
book, useful to students so they do not have to type in code and commands

how to evaluate limits calculus: APC CBSE Mathematics - Class 11 - Avichal Publishing
Company - Hints and Solutions M.L. Aggarwal, CBSE Mathematics, for class 11, has been written by
Mr. M.L. Aggarwal (Former Head of P.G. Department of Mathematics, D.A.V. College, Jalandhar)
strictly according to the latest syllabus prescribed by the CBSE, New Delhi. The book has been
thoroughly revised and a new feature - Typical Illustrative Examples and Typical Problems, has been
added in some chapters for those students who want to attempt some more challenging problems.
The question of NCERT Examplar Problems have also been included. Value Based Questions have




also been added at the appropriate places. The book provides Hints & Solutions for the exercises of
each chapter, at the end of the corresponding chapter.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Udacity Certified Nanodegree In Ai Certification Prep
Guide : 350 Questions & Answers CloudRoar Consulting Services, 2025-08-15 Get ready for the
Udacity Al Nanodegree exam with 350 questions and answers covering artificial intelligence
fundamentals, machine learning, neural networks, Al project management, deployment, and best
practices. Each question provides practical examples and detailed explanations to ensure exam
readiness. Ideal for Al enthusiasts and aspiring engineers. #Udacity #Al #Nanodegree #Certified
#MachineLearning #NeuralNetworks #ProjectManagement #Deployment #BestPractices
#ExamPreparation #CareerGrowth #ProfessionalDevelopment #AIEngineering #MLSkills
#Artificiallntelligence

how to evaluate limits calculus: Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-08-12 *Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide** is a comprehensive guide to the
fundamental concepts of mathematics. Written in a clear and concise style, this book is perfect for
students who are new to mathematics, as well as for students who want to review the basics. This
book covers a wide range of topics, from the number system to calculus. It also includes numerous
examples and exercises to help you learn the material. **Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide** is
the perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn more about mathematics. Whether you're a
student, a teacher, or just someone who is interested in the subject, this book has something to offer
you. **Here are some of the topics covered in this book:** * The number system * Algebra *
Geometry * Trigonometry * Calculus * Statistics * Discrete mathematics * Advanced mathematics *
Applications of mathematics * History of mathematics With its clear and concise explanations and
numerous examples and exercises, **Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide** is the perfect way to
learn mathematics. **Don't wait any longer to learn more about mathematics. Order your copy of
Mathematics: A Comprehensive Guide today!** If you like this book, write a review!

how to evaluate limits calculus: Essential Euler: Unraveling the Core Concepts of e N.B.
Singh, Essential Euler: Unraveling the Core Concepts of e is a concise yet comprehensive guide that
explores the fundamental concepts surrounding the mathematical constant 'e'. Written for both
beginners and enthusiasts, this book provides clear explanations and practical examples to demystify
the significance of 'e' in calculus, finance, and exponential growth. From its origins to its
applications in various fields, readers will gain a deeper understanding of 'e' and its role as one of
the most important constants in mathematics. Whether you're a student, mathematician, or curious
mind, Essential Euler offers invaluable insights into the essence of 'e' and its impact on the world of
mathematics and beyond.

how to evaluate limits calculus: Decolonising the University: The Emerging Quest for
Non-Eurocentric Paradigms (Penerbit USM) Claude Alvares, Shad Saleem Faruqi, 2014-11-25 This
book of essays is a sequel to the ‘International Conference on Decolonising Our Universities’ held in
Penang, Malaysia from June 27 to 29, 2011. The Conference was jointly organised by the Universiti
Sains Malaysia and Citizens International in cooperation with the Higher Education Leadership
Academy of the Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education. At the Conference, speaker after speaker
pointed out that education in Asia and Africa is too Westcentric. It blindly apes European
universities, European curricula and European paradigms. The papers in this volume examine
possible ways of overcoming this problem of intellectual enslavement in Asian and African citadels of
learning. It must be pointed out at the very outset that this book is not meant to be a tirade against
the West. Its aim is not to ask Asian and African universities to shut out Europe and North America
or to be insular or to wear blinds. Its aim is positive - to make Asian and African tertiary education
truly global and at the same time socially relevant. This cannot be done unless the intellectual
monopoly of the West is broken and European knowledge is made to make way for the review,
teaching and expansion of the vast knowledge of other societies and cultures. European knowledge
may supplement, but never replace, other valid knowledge systems and traditions. The book is
divided into eight parts. Part I creates the setting, provides an overview of the state of our



universities, reflects on decolonisation of our intellectual heritage and explains how colonial
education was used to assault our cultures. Part II contains a wish-list of the decolonised university.
There are essays on the philosophical basis of an African university and about how the sacred and
the secular can be integrated and how the community can be brought back into the university. Part
IIT critically examines the promise and performance of UNESCO in decolonisation of Asian and
African institutions of higher learning. Part IV discusses eurocentrism in social sciences, in
mathematics and in science curricula. Part V highlights the state of social sciences and the law today
and provides an alternative discourse in social theory, history, psychotherapy, psychology, law and
language education. Part VI discusses regional decolonising initiatives in the Philippines, Taiwan,
Turkey and Iran. Part VII provides insights into some experiments in transforming academic
pedagogy. Finally, Part VIII contains some personal journeys in decolonisation of the self. This book
of essays is meant to coincide with Malaysia’s Independence Day on August 31, 1957. The hope is
that the timing will underline the point that the stains of cultural and intellectual imperialism do not
end with the attainment of political freedom. Freedom is a state of the mind and, regrettably,
throughout Asia and Africa, the enslavement of the mind has continued long after the coloniser has
gone back home. This humiliating state of affairs must end, not only to give meaning to political
independence but also to improve the quality of our education by giving to our students a better
panorama of world knowledge and thereby to increase their choices. Decolonisation of our
universities is not an exercise in flag-waving nationalism. Its aim is ameliorative. Diversity and
pluralism of knowledge systems are vital for meeting many of the moral, social and economic
challenges of the times and for avoiding the frightening economic, educational and cultural
consequences of Europe’s near-total intellectual and educational monopoly over Asia, Africa and
Latin America. For example, Western models of development have proved to be a nightmare and
have not served Asia and Africa well. Economic theories from the West have brought the whole
world to the brink of an environmental catastrophe. Asian universities should offer a critique of the
ethnocentrism of Western scholarship by pointing out that a middle class Western lifestyle and what
that entails in terms of the nuclear family, the consumer society, living in suburbia and extensive
private space may neither be workable nor desirable on a fragile planet. The humiliating story of
intellectual enslavement in each field and in each region is best told in the words of the authors.
What must be noted is the ways in which this subservience manifests itself. Our university courses
reflect the false belief that Western knowledge is the sum total of all human knowledge. The books
prescribed and the icons and godfathers of knowledge are overwhelmingly from the North Atlantic
countries. Titles written by scholars and thinkers from Asia and Africa are rarely included in the
book list. This may indicate a pervasive inferiority complex or ignorance of the contribution of the
East to world civilisation. Any evaluation of right and wrong, of justice and fairness, of poverty and
development, and of what is wholesome and worthy of celebration tends to be based on Western
perceptions. Eastern ideas and institutions are viewed through Western prisms and invariably
regarded as primitive and in need of change. Despite decades of political independence, the
framework assumptions of our law, politics, economics, education, history, science, art and culture
remain dictated by our former colonial masters. Our concept of the good life and our views on
human rights have very tenuous links to our indigenous traditions. Our cultural values, domestic
relations, music, food and dressing - indeed our whole Weltanschauung is constructed on a Western
edifice of knowledge. Our concept of beauty has been socially constructed by Hollywood media. In
our professions, most of the icons we look up to are Western. In our universities, the syllabi we draft,
the books we prescribe, the theories we blindly ape, the new abodes of the sacred we worship have
very little connection with our own intellectual and moral heritage. It is fashionable in Asian
universities to import expatriate lecturers, external examiners and guest speakers exclusively from
North Atlantic countries. Asian scholars are generally not regarded as fit for such recognition. The
underlying assumption is that Asians and Africans matter little and in all aspects of existence we
need civilisational guidance from the overlords of humankind in Europe and America. How did we
fall into such depths of enslavement and reverse racism? An essay in the volume points out that the



colonisers conquered our mind by dismissing and deriding our cultures, alienating us from our roots
and putting us in awe of the culture of the masters. They used the colonial education system for the
production of a competent but submissive class. They replaced local languages with the English
language extinguishing along with local languages, the cultural and moral nuances and perspectives
that surround a language. The colonisers falsified and obliterated historical records of intellectual
achievements by Asian and African scholars and inventors. They borrowed extensively from the East
but shamelessly failed to acknowledge that debt. In many cases they Latinised Eastern names to
make them sound European. The world does not know that during the European Dark Ages,
scintillating educational developments were taking place in Asia and Africa. While Europe slept,
China, India, Persia and Egypt practised science, invented algebra, furthered mathematics,
metallurgy, law and logic. They conducted complex medical operations, invented rockets, wrote
treatises in philosophy, sociology and astronomy. A more recent form of Western hegemony is the
yearly university ranking lists. Western education, Western science and Western achievements are
subjected to evaluation on criteria that are rigged in their favour. A host of Western consultants and
experts unabashedly glorify American and European achievements and certify and celebrate the
unique quality of their education system. A recent claim was made that American society symbolised
‘the end of history’ implying thereby that no further human progress was necessary anywhere else.
The book’s ultimate aim is to discover what needs to be done to liberate our minds and our souls; to
end this academic colonialism; to restore our dignity and independence. We must shed the slavish
mentality of blindly aping Western paradigms. We must stop sucking up to the Western academic
system. We need to send Columbus packing back home. Not only the Columbus outside but also the
Columbus within. We need to rediscover the suppressed knowledge of our civilisations and to
reconnect with our rich heritage. We must embark on a voyage of discovery of our ancestors’
intellectual wanderings and rediscover the wonders and heritage of China, India, Persia,
Mesopotamia, Egypt and other Eastern and African civilisations. We must combat the many
fabrications and plagiarisms of Western ‘innovators’ and we must give credit where credit is due to
those in Asia and Africa who pioneered the ideas. It must be clarified that it is not part of our agenda
to ask European and American universities to include the treasures of the East in their syllabi.
Whether their world-views should be enriched by the insights and reflections of the East, or whether
they should remain insular and wear blinds, is their own problem. Further, it is not our aim to shut
out the West but to end blind and exclusive reliance on it. We need to root our education in our own
soil; to tap our own intellectual resources first and to make our education relevant to our societal
conditions. No amount of imported academics or theories can do this, only us. We are aware that our
endeavour will be mocked by many in the West. We will also be opposed by many elites in the East
who believe that “‘West is best’ and whose capitulation to Europe perpetuates Western intellectual
hegemony. Such opposition to the basic thesis of this book will only serve to confirm the
phenomenon of ‘legitimation and false consciousness’ whereby the oppressed are so brainwashed
that they cooperate with their oppressors. ‘It is the final triumph of a system of domination when the
dominated start singing its virtues.’ In preparing this volume, we received invaluable help from
many individuals and institutions. Universiti Sains Malaysia and Citizens International provided the
funds for publication. Ayesha Bilimoria helped with the editing of the bulk of the pieces. Jenessey
Dias performed brisk transcription of the presentations from the DVDs. Shafeeq, Sameera and Noor
Aini Masri gave secretarial assistance. Professor Dato’ Dr. Md Salleh Yaapar and his team from the
USM Press did everything else with great courtesy, speed and professionalism. Citizens
International’s S.M. Mohamed Idris and Uma Ramaswamy assisted with the printing. To all of them
we owe a debt of gratitude. We hope that this book will highlight what is on any measure a shameful
condition and that it will inspire at least some Asian educators to think afresh, to chart new
directions, to search for the best in their indigenous traditions, yet to keep the windows of their
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Discontinuities. Theorems on Limit and Continuity. Differentiability of Functions. Successive
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