how hard is calculus bc

how hard is calculus bc is a question many high school students and aspiring college applicants
ponder as they approach advanced mathematics. Calculus BC, as part of the Advanced Placement
(AP) curriculum, is designed to challenge students with a deeper understanding of calculus concepts
compared to Calculus AB. This article will delve into the intricacies of Calculus BC, exploring the
curriculum, common challenges, study strategies, and the overall difficulty level. By the end, readers
will have a comprehensive understanding of what to expect from this rigorous course and how to
effectively prepare for it.
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Understanding Calculus BC

Calculus BC is an advanced placement course that extends the concepts taught in Calculus AB. It
covers not only the foundational principles of differential and integral calculus but also delves into
more complex topics such as parametric equations, polar coordinates, and sequences and series.
This course is often viewed as a college-level course, and it is essential for students aiming to pursue
degrees in fields such as engineering, physics, mathematics, and computer science.

To grasp how hard Calculus BC can be, it is first necessary to understand its objectives. The course
aims to develop students' abilities to think analytically and solve problems using calculus concepts.
Additionally, the curriculum emphasizes the application of calculus in real-world scenarios, which
can add to the complexity of the material.

The Curriculum of Calculus BC

The Calculus BC curriculum is comprehensive and is designed to cover a range of topics in depth.
The College Board outlines specific content areas that students are expected to master, which can
be summarized as follows:

e Limits and Continuity

¢ Differentiation: Definition, Techniques, and Applications



* Integration: Techniques, Applications, and Theorems
e Series: Convergence and Divergence
e Parametric Equations and Polar Functions

¢ Vector-Valued Functions

Each of these topics presents its own challenges, requiring a solid understanding of both
foundational calculus concepts and more advanced mathematical theories. Students must also be
prepared to apply these concepts in various contexts, which can further complicate their learning
experience.

Common Challenges in Calculus BC

Students often encounter several challenges when tackling Calculus BC. Understanding these
hurdles can help in developing strategies to overcome them. Some of the most common challenges
include:

e Complex Problem-Solving: BC problems often require multi-step solutions, which can be
daunting for students.

e Advanced Theoretical Concepts: Topics such as Taylor series and differential equations
introduce new levels of abstraction that may be difficult to grasp.

e Time Management: The AP exam is time-pressured, making it essential for students to practice
completing problems efficiently.

 Integration of Concepts: Students must integrate different calculus concepts to solve advanced
problems, which can be overwhelming.

Recognizing these challenges allows students to proactively seek help and resources, ultimately
fostering a more effective learning environment.

Effective Study Strategies

To navigate the complexities of Calculus BC, students need to employ effective study strategies.
Here are some recommended approaches:

e Practice Regularly: Consistent practice with a variety of problem types helps solidify
understanding.

e Utilize Resources: Make use of textbooks, online courses, and video tutorials to reinforce
learning.

e Form Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding through discussion



and explanation.
e Seek Help: Don’t hesitate to ask teachers or tutors for clarification on difficult topics.

e Take Practice Exams: Familiarize yourself with the exam format and timing by taking practice
tests.

Implementing these strategies can significantly improve performance and mitigate the difficulties
associated with the course.

Is Calculus BC Worth It?

One of the lingering questions among high school students is whether the effort required to succeed
in Calculus BC is justified. The answer often depends on individual academic goals. For students
intending to pursue STEM fields, Calculus BC can provide a solid foundation and even college credit,
potentially saving time and money in the future.

Moreover, excelling in Calculus BC demonstrates to colleges that a student is capable of handling
rigorous coursework, which can enhance college applications. However, it is essential for students
to consider their own strengths, interests, and future aspirations before committing to the course.

Conclusion

Calculus BC is undoubtedly a challenging and demanding course that requires dedication, resilience,
and effective study strategies. Understanding its complexity, curriculum, and the potential hurdles
students may face is crucial for success. With the right preparation and mindset, students can not
only conquer the challenges presented by Calculus BC but also gain invaluable skills and knowledge
that will benefit them in their future academic and career pursuits.

Q: How difficult is Calculus BC compared to AB?

A: Calculus BC is generally considered more difficult than Calculus AB due to its broader scope and
the inclusion of advanced topics such as sequences, series, and parametric equations. Students must
also be adept at applying these concepts to complex problems.

Q: What topics should I focus on to succeed in Calculus BC?

A: Key topics include limits, differentiation, integration techniques, sequences, and series.
Understanding the application of these concepts in real-world scenarios is also vital for success.

Q: How much time should I dedicate to studying Calculus BC



each week?

A: Tt is recommended that students dedicate at least 5-10 hours per week to studying Calculus BC,
including practice problems, reviewing concepts, and preparing for exams.

Q: Can I self-study Calculus BC effectively?

A: Yes, many students successfully self-study Calculus BC using resources like textbooks, online
courses, and tutorial videos. However, it is crucial to stay disciplined and seek help when needed.

Q: What is the average score on the Calculus BC AP exam?

A: The average score on the Calculus BC AP exam typically varies each year, but it generally hovers
around a 3.5 out of 5. Students scoring a 4 or 5 are considered to have performed well.

Q: Are there resources specifically designed for Calculus BC
preparation?

A: Yes, there are numerous resources available, including AP review books, online platforms like
Khan Academy, and specialized calculus tutoring services that focus on the Calculus BC syllabus.

Q: What should I do if I struggle with a specific topic in
Calculus BC?

A: If you struggle with a specific topic, it is advisable to seek additional help from teachers, tutors,
or online resources. Working through practice problems and discussing concepts with peers can also
enhance understanding.

Q: How does Calculus BC prepare students for college-level
mathematics?

A: Calculus BC equips students with a strong foundation in advanced mathematical concepts and
problem-solving skills, which are essential for success in college-level mathematics and related
fields.
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how hard is calculus bc: AP Calculus BC Prep Plus 2020 & 2021 Kaplan Test Prep, 2020-02-04
Kaplan's AP Calculus BC Prep Plus 2020 & 2021 is revised to align with the latest exam. This edition
features more than 1,000 practice questions in the book and online, complete explanations for every
question, and a concise review of high-yield content to quickly build your skills and confidence.
Test-like practice comes in 6 full-length exams, 15 pre-chapter quizzes, 15 post-chapter quizzes, and
22 online quizzes. Customizable study plans ensure that you make the most of the study time you
have. We’re so confident that AP Calculus AB Prep Plus offers the guidance you need that we
guarantee it: after studying with our online resources and book, you’ll score higher on the exam—or
you'll get your money back. To access your online resources, go to kaptest.com/moreonline and
follow the directions. You'll need your book handy to complete the process. The College Board has
announced that the 2021 exam dates for AP Calculus AB will be May 4, May 24, or June 9,
depending on the testing format. (Each school will determine the testing format for their students.)
Expert Guidance We know the test—our AP experts make sure our practice questions and study
materials are true to the exam. We know students—every explanation is written to help you learn,
and our tips on the exam structure and question formats will help you avoid surprises on Test Day.
We invented test prep—Kaplan (kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and 9 out of 10
Kaplan students get into one or more of their top-choice colleges.

how hard is calculus bc: Cracking the AP Calculus BC Exam, 2016 Edition Princeton Review,
2015-08-18 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to ace the AP
Calculus BC Exam with The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide—including thorough
content reviews, targeted strategies for every question type, access to our AP Connect online portal,
and 3 full-length practice tests with complete answer explanations. This eBook edition has been
specially formatted for on-screen viewing with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations.
We don't have to tell you how tough AP Calculus is—or how important a stellar score on the AP exam
can be to your chances of getting into a top college of your choice. Written by Princeton Review
experts who know their way around Calc BC, Cracking the AP Calculus BC Exam will give you:
Techniques That Actually Work. « Tried-and-true strategies to avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips
for pacing yourself and guessing logically ¢ Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder
Everything You Need to Know for a High Score. * Comprehensive content review for all test topics °
Up-to-date information on the 2016 AP Calculus BC Exam ¢ Engaging activities to help you critically
assess your progress * Access to AP Connect, our online portal for helpful pre-college information
and exam updates Practice Your Way to Excellence. ¢ 3 full-length practice tests with detailed
answer explanations ¢ Practice drills in each content review chapter » Handy reference guide of key
calculus formulas

how hard is calculus bc: Multiple Choice Questions to Prepare for the Ap Calculus Bc
Exam Rita Korsunsky, 2013-04-12 Multiple Choice Questions to Prepare for the AP Calculus BC
Exam is your essential tool to scoring well on AP Calculus BC Exam. The author, Rita Korsunsky, is
an award winning Calculus teacher whose students' scores on the AP Exam are: 100% passing and
90% fives. This book includes: * Six Multiple Choice Exams * Formulas and Theorems for Reference
* Tips for the AP Test * An answer Key The solutions with step-by-step explanations to each and
every problem created in the form of PowerPoint presentation are available for ordering on
www.mathboat.com This book is created with the student in mind. It is meant to reinforce key skills,
such as attention to detail, to review all types of exam problems, and to have the optimal number of
each specific problem type reviewed. It provides the reader with comprehensive practice, which will
help the student gain confidence, knowledge and test taking skills necessary to do well on the AP
Exam. The exams in this book are in the same format as the Multiple-choice section of the actual AP
Exam. The problems in these exams are similar in their level of difficulty, wording and variety to
those on the AP Exam. The reference section of the book contains formulas and theorems needed for
the AP test, which are carefully chosen, conveniently organized and easy to access and view.
Another important feature of this book is a collection of effective tips for the AP Test, which helps



the reader to avoid common mistakes, flaws and misconceptions. These helpful tips have been
collected by the author over the years and shared with her own students, and are now being shared
with you. This book reflects the recent changes in the College Board requirements, and has helped
many students all over the U.S. to succeed on the AP exam. Also suggested for success on the AP
Exam are Mathboat's AP Calculus Interactive lectures vol.1 and vol.2, which together form a
complete collection of PowerPoint Presentations, covering the whole Calculus course. They come
with theorems, proofs and numerous examples, approachable methodology, clear explanations and
tested memorization techniques. They are an indispensable tool for a rigorous understanding of all
Calculus concepts and problem-solving strategies.

how hard is calculus bc: Cracking the AP Calculus AB and BC Exams David S. Kahn, Princeton
Review (Firm), 2004 The Princeton Review realizes that acing the AP Calculus AB & BC Exams is
very different from getting straight A's in school. We don't try to teach you everything there is to
know about calculus-only what you'll need to score higher on the exam. There's a big difference. In
Cracking the AP Calculus AB & BC Exams, we'll teach you how to think like the test makers and
-Score higher by reviewing key calculus concepts -Earn more points by familiarizing yourself with
the format of the test -Safeguard yourself against traps that can lower your score -Perfect your skills
with review questions in each chapter This book includes 5 full-length practice AP Calculus tests. All
of our practice test questions are like the ones you'll see on the actual exam, and we fully explain
every answer.

how hard is calculus bc: AP Calculus BC Lecture Notes Rita Korsunsky, 2014-08-26
Imagine having interactive Powerpoint lectures that illustrate every problem, walking you through
the procedure step-by-step. Imagine having every proof, illustration, or theorem explained concisely
and accurately. This book contains printouts of all the Powerpoint presentations on topics covered
by the entire Calculus BC curriculum and tested on the BC Exam. You can take notes on this book,
study from it, and use it as test preparation material for chapter tests as well as for the AP test. At
the end of this book, you will find the list of all the formulas and theorems needed for the AP test.
These lecture notes can be used for both review and learning, and are a perfect fit for every student
no matter their current knowledge of Calculus. Every example and every lesson targets a specific
skill or formula. With this book, you will have every concept you need to know at the tip of your
fingers. Our books are written by Mrs. Rita Korsunsky, a High School Mathematics Teacher with
more than fifteen years of experience teaching AP Calculus BC. Her lectures are rigorous,
entertaining, and effective. Her students' AP Scores speak for themselves:100% of her students pass
the AP ExamAround 90% of her students get 5 on the AP ExamFor more information and
testimonials please visit www.mathboat.com

how hard is calculus bc: Cracking the Advanced Placement Calculus BC Exam David S.
Kahn, 2019 Proven techniques to help you score a 5: 3 full-length practice tests with complete
answer explanations; comprehensive review of key AP Calculus BC concepts; targeted strategies for
every section of the exam; up-to-date info on the planned 2020 course changes via your online
student tools--Cover

how hard is calculus bc: 5 Steps to a 5 AP Physics C, 2014-2015 Edition Greg Jacobs,
Joshua Schulman, 2013-08-02 Get ready for your AP exam with this straightforward and
easy-to-follow study guide, updated for all the latest exam changes! 5 Steps to a 5: AP Physics C
features an effective, 5-step plan to guide your preparation program and help you build the skills,
knowledge, and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully revised edition covers the
latest course syllabus and provides model tests that reflect the latest version of the exam. Inside you
will find: 5-Step Plan to a Perfect 5: 1. Set Up Your Study Program 2. Determine Your Test Readiness
3. Develop Strategies for Success 4. Develop the Knowledge You Need to Score High 5. Build Your
Test-Taking Confidence 2 complete practice AP Physics C exams 3 separate plans to fit your study
style Review material updated and geared to the most recent tests Savvy information on how tests
are constructed, scored, and used

how hard is calculus bc: Excel 2016 for Engineering Statistics Thomas J. Quirk, 2016-07-19



This book shows the capabilities of Microsoft Excel in teaching engineering statistics effectively.
Similar to the previously published Excel 2013 for Engineering Statistics, this book is a step-by-step
exercise-driven guide for students and practitioners who need to master Excel to solve practical
engineering problems. If understanding statistics isn’t your strongest suit, you are not especially
mathematically-inclined, or if you are wary of computers, this is the right book for you. Excel, a
widely available computer program for students and managers, is also an effective teaching and
learning tool for quantitative analyses in engineering courses. Its powerful computational ability and
graphical functions make learning statistics much easier than in years past. However, Excel 2016 for
Engineering Statistics: A Guide to Solving Practical Problems is the first book to capitalize on these
improvements by teaching students and managers how to apply Excel to statistical techniques
necessary in their courses and work. Each chapter explains statistical formulas and directs the
reader to use Excel commands to solve specific, easy-to-understand engineering problems. Practice
problems are provided at the end of each chapter with their solutions in an appendix. Separately,
there is a full Practice Test (with answers in an Appendix) that allows readers to test what they have
learned.

how hard is calculus bc: AP® Calculus AB & BC Crash Course Book + Online Joan Rosebush,
2016-10-06 REA's Crash Course for the AP® Calculus AB & BC Exams - Gets You a Higher Advanced
Placement® Score in Less Time 2nd Edition - Updated for the 2017 Exams Crash Course is perfect
for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants a refresher on the
subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced Placement®
Calculus AB & BC exams yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the tests?
Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exams AND boost your score? If this
sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® Calculus AB & BC is just what you need.
Our Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know The
Crash Course is based on an in-depth analysis of the AP® Calculus AB & BC course description
outline and actual AP® test questions. It covers only the information tested on the exams, so you can
make the most of your valuable study time. Written by an experienced AP® Calculus instructor, the
targeted review chapters prepare students for the test by only focusing on the topics tested on the
AP® Calculus AB & BC exams. Our easy-to-read format gives students a crash course in AP®
Calculus AB & BC and covers functions, graphs, units, derivatives, integrals, and polynomial
approximations and series. Expert Test-taking Strategies Our author shares detailed question-level
strategies and explain the best way to answer AP® questions you'll find on the exams. By following
this expert tips and advice, you can boost your overall point score! Take REA's Practice Exams After
studying the material in the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what you've
learned. Our free practice exams (one online for both Calculus AB and Calculus BC) features timed
testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring analysis. Each exam is balanced to
include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP® exam, so you know you're studying
the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last minute, looking for extra review, or
want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is the study guide every AP® Calculus
AB & BC student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your Advanced Placement® exam is
just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® Calculus AB & BC!

how hard is calculus bc: College Essays that Made a Difference, 4th Edition Princeton
Review, 2010-09-14 College Essays That Made a Difference, 4th Edition includes real-life essays
written by applicants to Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, Yale, MIT, and more, as well as complete
application profiles of over 100 students, including test scores, GPAs, demographic information, and
where they got in and where they didn't. College Essays That Made a Difference, 4th Edition
includes essays submitted to the following schools: Amherst College Bard College Barnard College
Brandeis University Brown University Bryn Mawr College California Institute of Technology Carleton
College Claremont McKenna College Columbia University The Cooper Union for the Advancement of
Science and Art Cornell University Dartmouth College Davidson College Duke University Franklin
W. Olin College of Engineering Georgetown University Hamilton College Harvard College Kenyon



College Massachusetts Institute of Technology Middlebury College New College of Florida New York
University Northwestern University Pomona College Princeton University Reed College Rice
University Smith College Stanford University Swarthmore College Tufts University University of
California-Los Angeles University of California-San Diego University of Notre Dame University of
Pennsylvania Washington & Lee University Washington University in St. Louis Wellesley College
Wesleyan University Whitman College Williams College Yale University

how hard is calculus bc: College Essays that Made a Difference Princeton Review (Firm),
2012 Earlier editions, 1-2, cataloged as monographs in LC.

how hard is calculus bc: Cracking the AP Calculus BC Exam, 2015 Edition Princeton
Review, 2014-10-28 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to ace the
AP Calculus BC Exam with The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide—including thorough
content reviews, targeted strategies for every question type, and 2 full-length practice tests with
complete answer explanations. We don't have to tell you how tough AP Calculus is—or how
important a stellar score on the AP exam can be to your chances of getting into a top college of your
choice. Written by Princeton Review experts who know their way around Calc BC, Cracking the AP
Calculus BC Exam will give you: Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true strategies to avoid
traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically * Essential tactics to help
you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know for a High Score. * Comprehensive
content review for all test topics ¢ Up-to-date information on the 2015 AP Calculus BC Exam ¢
Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress Practice Your Way to Perfection. * 2
full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ Practice drills in each content review
chapter *« Handy reference guide of key calculus formulas

how hard is calculus bc: Student Edition Grades 9-12 2017 Hughes-Hallett, 2019-03-11

how hard is calculus bc: The Secrets of College Success Lynn F. Jacobs, Jeremy S. Hyman,
2019-03-11 Are you among the 22 million students now enrolled in college? Or a high school student
thinking of joining them shortly? Or perhaps a parent of a college-bound junior or senior? Then this
book is just for you. Written by college professors and successfully used by tens of thousands of
students, The Secrets of College Success combines easy-to-use tips, techniques, and strategies with
insider information that few professors are willing to reveal. The over 800 tips in this book will show
you how to: pick courses and choose a major manage your time and develop college-level study skills
get good grades and manage the “core” requirements get motivated and avoid stress interact
effectively with the professor or TA prepare for a productive and lucrative career New to this third
edition are high-value tips about: undergraduate and collaborative research summer internships
staying safer on campus diversity and inclusion disabilities and accommodations ...with special tips
for international students at US colleges. Winner of the 2010 USA Book News Award for best book in
the college category, The Secrets of College Success makes a wonderful back-to-college or
high-school-graduation gift -or a smart investment in your own college success.

how hard is calculus bc: A Is for Admission Michele A. Hernandez, 2010-10-28 A former
admissions officer at Dartmouth College reveals how the world's most highly selective schools really
make their decisions.

how hard is calculus bc: The Power of Interest for Motivation and Engagement K Ann
Renninger, Suzanne Hidi, 2015-11-19 The Power of Interest for Motivation and Engagement
describes the benefits of interest for people of all ages. Using case material as illustrations, the
volume explains that interest can be supported to develop, and that the development of a person's
interest is always motivating and results in meaningful engagement. This volume is written for
people who would like to know more about the power of their interests and how they could develop
them: students who want to be engaged, educators and parents wondering about how to facilitate
motivation, business people focusing on ways in which they could engage their employees and
associates, policy-makers whose recognition of the power of interest may lead to changes resulting
in a new focus supporting interest development for schools, out of school activity, industry, and
business, and researchers studying learning and motivation. It draws on research in cognitive,




developmental, educational, and social psychology, as well as in the learning sciences, and
neuroscience to demonstrate that there is power for everyone in leveraging interest for motivation
and engagement.

how hard is calculus bc: Graphic Discovery Howard Wainer, 2013-10-24 Good graphs make
complex problems clear. From the weather forecast to the Dow Jones average, graphs are so
ubiquitous today that it is hard to imagine a world without them. Yet they are a modern invention.
This book is the first to comprehensively plot humankind's fascinating efforts to visualize data, from
a key seventeenth-century precursor--England's plague-driven initiative to register vital
statistics--right up to the latest advances. In a highly readable, richly illustrated story of invention
and inventor that mixes science and politics, intrigue and scandal, revolution and shopping, Howard
Wainer validates Thoreau's observation that circumstantial evidence can be quite convincing, as
when you find a trout in the milk. The story really begins with the eighteenth-century origins of the
art, logic, and methods of data display, which emerged, full-grown, in William Playfair's landmark
1786 trade atlas of England and Wales. The remarkable Scot singlehandedly popularized the
atheoretical plotting of data to reveal suggestive patterns--an achievement that foretold the graphic
explosion of the nineteenth century, with atlases published across the observational sciences as the
language of science moved from words to pictures. Next come succinct chapters illustrating the uses
and abuses of this marvelous invention more recently, from a murder trial in Connecticut to the
Vietnam War's effect on college admissions. Finally Wainer examines the great twentieth-century
polymath John Wilder Tukey's vision of future graphic displays and the resultant methods--methods
poised to help us make sense of the torrent of data in our information-laden world.

how hard is calculus bc: Tools for Teaching Conceptual Understanding, Secondary Julie
Stern, Krista Ferraro, Juliet Mohnkern, 2017-02-02 Students become experts and innovators through
Concept-Based teaching Innovators don’t invent without understanding how the world works. With
this foundation, they apply conceptual understanding to solve problems. We want students to not
only retain ideas, but relate them to other things they encounter, using each new situation to add
nuance and sophistication to their thinking. Discover how to help learners uncover conceptual
relationships and transfer them to new situations. Teachers will learn: Strategies for introducing
conceptual learning to students Four lesson frameworks to help students uncover conceptual
relationships How to assess conceptual understanding, and How to differentiate concept-based
instruction

how hard is calculus bc: The Satisfaction Café Kathy Wang, 2025-07 An engrossing and
original story about a woman who moves from Taiwan to California and builds an unexpected life
there, for readers of Olive Kitteridge and Hello Beautiful. Joan Liang’s life is a series of surprising
developments: she never thought she would leave Taiwan for California, nor did she expect her first
marriage to implode—especially as quickly and spectacularly as it did. She definitely did not expect
to fall in love with an older, wealthy American and become his fourth wife and mother to his
youngest children. Through all this she wrestles with one persistent question: Will she ever truly feel
satisfied? As Joan and her children grow older and their circumstances evolve, she makes a drastic
change: she opens the Satisfaction Café, a place where people can visit for a bit of conversation and
to be heard and understood. Through this radical yet pragmatic business, Joan constructs a lasting
legacy. Vivid, comic, and intensely moving, The Satisfaction Café is a novel about found family, the
joy and loneliness that come with age, and how we can give ourselves permission to seek satisfaction
and connection at any stage of life.

how hard is calculus bc: Bold Ventures S. Raizen, E.D. Britton, 2012-12-06 This book
presents comprehensive results from case studies of three innovations in mathematics education
that have much to offer toward understanding current reforms in this field. Each chapter tells the
story of a case in rich detail, with extensi ve documentation, and in the voices of many of the
participants-the innovators, the teachers, the students. Similarly, Volume 2 of Bold Ventures pre
sents the results from case studies of five innovations in science education. Volume 1 provides a
cross-case analysis of all eight innovations. Many U.S. readers certainly will be very familiar with the



name of at least if not all of the mathematics innovations discussed in this volume-for one example,
the NCTM Standards-and probably with their general substance. Much of the education community's
familiarity with these arises from the pro jects' own dissemination efforts. The research reported in
this volume, however, is one of the few detailed studies of these innovations undertaken by
researchers outside the projects themselves.
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