
what is the plural of business

what is the plural of business is a common inquiry that often leads to confusion among English speakers. The
word "business" refers to an organization or entity engaged in commercial, industrial, or professional
activities. When it comes to forming the plural, the rules of English grammar come into play. This article will
delve into the intricacies of this plural form, explore the linguistic rules governing nouns, and provide insight
into when the plural form is used. Additionally, we will examine related terms and the broader implications of
pluralization in the English language.

The following sections will cover the definition of "business," the grammatical rules for pluralization,
examples of usage, and common misconceptions. We will also provide a comprehensive FAQ section to address
additional queries related to the pluralization of the term.
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Definition of Business

The term "business" encompasses a wide range of activities related to the production and exchange of goods
and services. It is derived from the Old English word “bisignis,” which indicates a state of being busy. In modern
usage, a business can be classified into various forms, including sole proprietorships, partnerships,
corporations, and non-profit organizations. Each type serves distinct purposes, from generating profit to
serving public interests.

In essence, a business operates within an economic framework, contributing to the economy by providing
employment, goods, and services. Understanding the term "business" is vital, as it sets the foundation for
discussions around its pluralization.

Grammatical Rules for Pluralization

Understanding how to form plurals in English is essential for correct usage. The plural of most nouns is
formed by adding an -s or -es to the end of the word. In the case of "business," the plural form is "businesses."
This follows the general rule for nouns ending in a consonant followed by -iness, where the -iness changes to -
inesses when pluralized.

The formation of "businesses" can be broken down as follows:

Base word: business

Ending: -ness

Plural form: businesses



It is important to note that the pronunciation of the plural form also changes slightly. While "business" is
pronounced with two syllables, "businesses" is pronounced with three, reflecting the added syllable when
pluralized.

Examples of Usage

The plural form "businesses" is used in various contexts. It can refer to multiple companies, organizations, or
enterprises operating in a specific area or across different sectors. For instance, one might say, "There are
several businesses in the downtown area that are thriving." This sentence highlights the existence of multiple
entities contributing to the local economy.

Other examples include:

"Many small businesses have adapted to the challenges posed by the pandemic."

"The conference attracted businesses from various industries."

"Investors are looking for promising businesses to support."

In each of these examples, "businesses" clearly indicates more than one entity, showcasing the correct
pluralization in context.

Common Misconceptions

Despite the clear rules for pluralization, several misconceptions about the term "business" persist. One common
error is the assumption that "business" can be pluralized as "businesses" and "business's" interchangeably.
However, "business's" is actually a possessive form, indicating ownership. For example, "the business's profits"
is correct when referring to the profits belonging to one business.

Another misconception is regarding the informal use of "business" as a collective noun. While it is common to
hear phrases like "the business is booming," this does not imply a plural form. Instead, it refers to the collective
activities of a singular entity.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding what is the plural of business is key for effective communication in both written and
spoken English. The correct plural form of "business" is "businesses," adhering to the general rules of English
pluralization. By grasping these concepts, one can avoid common pitfalls and use the term appropriately
across various contexts.

As we have discussed, the term encompasses a wide range of entities and activities, and its pluralization plays
a crucial role in conveying accurate information in business contexts. Mastering the pluralization of this term
is essential for clarity in business communication.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the correct plural form of business?
A: The correct plural form of business is "businesses."



Q: Why is the plural of business not just business?
A: The plural of business is not just "business" because English grammar rules require that most nouns add an -
s or -es to denote plurality. Since "business" ends in -ness, it becomes "businesses."

Q: Can I use the word business as a plural noun?
A: No, "business" cannot be used as a plural noun. The correct plural form is "businesses," which indicates more
than one business entity.

Q: How do you pronounce the plural form of business?
A: The plural form "businesses" is pronounced with three syllables: /�b�z.n�s.�z/.

Q: Is there a possessive form of business, and how is it used?
A: Yes, the possessive form of business is "business's," used to indicate ownership, as in "the business's
strategy."

Q: Are there exceptions to the pluralization rule for business?
A: No, there are no notable exceptions for the pluralization of "business." The standard pluralization rule
applies.

Q: What is the significance of using the correct plural form in business
communication?
A: Using the correct plural form in business communication ensures clarity and professionalism, avoiding
misunderstandings about the number of entities being discussed.

Q: Can "business" refer to a group of companies?
A: While "business" can refer to a group of companies in a collective sense, when discussing individual entities,
the plural "businesses" should be used.

Q: What other related terms might be useful to know?
A: Related terms include "enterprise," "firm," and "corporation," each of which may have specific contexts and
meanings within the realm of business.
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  what is the plural of business: 27000 English-Spanish Words Dictionary With Definitions Nam
H Nguyen, 2018-04-26 is a great resource anywhere you go; it is an easy tool that has just the words
completed description you want and need! The entire dictionary is an alphabetical list of English
words with their full description plus special Alphabet, Irregular Verbs and Parts of speech. It will be
perfect and very useful for everyone who needs a handy, reliable resource for home, school, office,
organization, students, college, government officials, diplomats, academics, professionals, business
people, company, travel, interpreting, reference and learning English. The meaning of words you
will learn will help you in any situations in the palm of your hand. es un gran recurso donde quiera
que vaya; ¡es una herramienta fácil que tiene solo la descripción completa de palabras que quiere y
necesita! El diccionario completo es una lista alfabética de palabras en inglés con su descripción
completa más alfabeto especial , verbos irregulares y partes del discurso. Será perfecto y muy útil
para todos los que necesiten un recurso práctico y confiable para el hogar, la escuela, la oficina, la
organización, los estudiantes, la universidad, funcionarios del gobierno, diplomáticos, académicos ,
profesionales , personas de negocios , empresa, viajes, interpretación, referencia y aprendizaje de
inglés. El significado de las palabras que aprenderá le ayudará en cualquier situación en la palma de
su mano
  what is the plural of business: An A to Z of Common Errors , 2003 An A to Z of common
errors is a handy and concise reference beeok enabling users to check tricky problems in the fields
of grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation and spelling both quickly and easily. The explanations are
accompanied bij clear examples, taken from newspapers and radio and TV broadcasts.
  what is the plural of business: International Business Management Kamal Fatehi,
Jeongho Choi, 2025-03-17 This textbook addresses the theoretical and practical dynamics of
managing international businesses including multi-cultural, multi-national and global issues of
managing business expansion beyond the domestic market. This new third edition provides
up-to-date data and insights in dealing with challenges such as war, pandemic (COVID-19), supply
chain disruption, etc. In particular, it includes a new chapter that delves into an institutional aspect
of international business management and the roles of legal environments in multinational
businesses such as intellectual property, international alliance/joint venture contract enforcement,
and operations. Featuring new visual aids (i.e., charts, tables, etc.), vignettes, and professional
points, this text is engaging, visually appealing, and easily accessible for students taking
International Business Management courses.
  what is the plural of business: 27000 English-Korean Words Dictionary With Definitions
Nam H Nguyen, 2018-04-27 is a great resource anywhere you go; it is an easy tool that has just the
words completed description you want and need! The entire dictionary is an alphabetical list of
English words with their full description plus special Alphabet, Irregular Verbs and Parts of speech.
It will be perfect and very useful for everyone who needs a handy, reliable resource for home,
school, office, organization, students, college, government officials, diplomats, academics,
professionals, business people, company, travel, interpreting, reference and learning English. The
meaning of words you will learn will help you in any situations in the palm of your hand. 어디서나 훌륭한 리소
스입니다. 당신이 원하고 필요로하는 설명을 완성한 단어를 가진 쉬운 도구입니다! 전체 사전은 알파벳과 불규칙 동사 및 음성의 부분을 포함하여 전체 설명과 함께 영어 단어의 사
전 순 목록입니다. 집, 학교, 사무실, 조직, 학생, 대학, 공무원, 외교관, 학자, 전문가, 기업가, 회사, 여행, 통역, 참고 및 학습을 위해 편리하고 신뢰할 수있는 리소스가 필요한
모든 사람들에게 완벽하고 매우 유용합니다. 영어. 당신이 배울 단어의 의미는 손바닥의 어떤 상황에서도 당신을 도울 것입니다.
  what is the plural of business: 27000 English-Russian Words Dictionary With Definitions Nam
H Nguyen, 2018-04-30 27000 Англо-русский словарь Словарь с определениями
  what is the plural of business: Cambridge Business English Dictionary Roz Combley,
2011-11-10 The most up-to-date business English dictionary created specially for learners of English.
  what is the plural of business: Everyone's Business Amit Ron, Abraham A. Singer, 2024-12-06
Business is political. What are the ethics of it? Businesses are political actors. They not only fund
political campaigns, take stances on social issues, and wave the flags of identity groups – they also
affect politics in their everyday hiring and investment decisions. As a highly polarized public



demands political alignment from the powerful businesses they deal with, what’s a company to do?
Amit Ron and Abraham Singer show that the unavoidably political role of companies in modern life is
both the fundamental problem and inescapable fact of business ethics: corporate power makes
business ethics necessary, and business ethics must strive to mitigate corporate power. Because of
its economic and social influence, Ron and Singer forcefully argue that modern business’s primary
social responsibility is to democracy. Businesses must work to avoid wielding their power in ways
that undermine key democratic practices like elections, public debate, and social movements.
Pragmatic and urgent, Everyone’s Business offers an essential new framework for how we pursue
profit—and democracy—in our increasingly divided world.
  what is the plural of business: Logistics and Fulfillment for e-business Janice Reynolds,
2001-04-15 Logistics and fulfillment management is unglamorous, complex and expensive, but it is
one of the primary factors determining whether an e-business will be profitable. Many enterprises
(large and small) rush into the e-business model without adequate consi
  what is the plural of business: Words: A User's Guide Graham Pointon, Stewart Clark,
2014-06-03 Words: A User's Guide is an accessible and invaluable reference that is ideal for
students, business people and advanced learners of English. The book is structured in groups of
words that may be confused because they sound alike, look alike or seem to have similar meanings,
and this approach makes it much more intuitive and easy to use than a dictionary. Contrasting over
5000 words (such as habitable and inhabitable, precipitation and rainfall, reigns and reins), Words: a
User’s Guide provides examples of usage adapted from large national databases of contemporary
English, and illustrates each headword in typical contexts and phrases. This book gives you
straightforward answers, and helps with pronunciation, spelling, style and levels of formality. For
those working internationally it presents international standards and compares usage in Britain and
the USA. Words: A User’s Guide is an excellent resource for anyone who wants to communicate well
in written and spoken English. At last! A book about the use of words that clarifies and de-mystifies
in an eminently usable way. I would recommend it to anyone who wants to write well. It is a book to
keep. Sandy Gilkes, Head of the Centre for Academic Practice, University of Northampton Rigorous,
fresh, intriguing and downright useful, it deserves a place on every properly stocked reference shelf.
Brian Cathcart, Professor of Journalism, Kingston University From the pedantic to the permissive,
everyone who’s interested in the English language and the way we speak and write it will want a
copy of this practical, entertaining book. Wynford Hicks (author of Quite Literally and The Basics of
English Usage)
  what is the plural of business: A Revised Edition of the Legislative Enactments of Ceylon
Ceylon, 1907
  what is the plural of business: A Revised Edition of the Legislative Enactments of Ceylon,
1707 to [1923] Ceylon, 1923
  what is the plural of business: Q: Skills for Success 3E Level 1 Listening and Speaking
Student's Book Jenny Bixby, Nigel Caplan, Meg Brooks, Miles Craven, 2020-07-09 A six-level
paired skills series that helps students to think critically and succeed academically. The Third
Edition builds on Q: Skills for Success' question-centered approach with even more critical thinking,
up-to-date topics, and 100% new assessment.
  what is the plural of business: Macmillan Dictionary for Children Christopher G. Morris,
Simon & Schuster, 2007-07-10 Inlcudes 35,000 up-t0-date entries and more than 3,000 detailed
images.
  what is the plural of business: Encyclopedia of Business and Professional Ethics Deborah C
Poff, Alex C. Michalos, 2023-05-24 This encyclopedia, edited by the past editors and founder of the
Journal of Business Ethics, is the only reference work dedicated entirely to business and professional
ethics. Containing over 2000 entries, this multi-volume, major research reference work provides a
broad-based disciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to all of the key topics in the field. The
encyclopedia draws on three interdisciplinary and over-lapping fields: business ethics, professional
ethics and applied ethics although the main focus is on business ethics. The breadth of scope of this



work draws upon the expertise of human and social scientists, as well as that of professionals and
scientists in varying fields. This work has come to fruition by making use of the expert academic
input from the extraordinarily rich population of current and past editorial board members and
section editors of and contributors to the Journal of Business Ethics.
  what is the plural of business: The Business Writer's Handbook Gerald J. Alred, Charles T.
Brusaw, Walter E. Oliu, 2011-10-21 More than just a guide, The Business Writer's Handbook places
writing in a real-world context with quick and easy access to hundreds of business writing topics and
scores of sample documents. The handbook now offers up-to-date coverage of the job search, tips on
professionalism, and advice about adapting to evolving workplace technologies.--Publisher's
description
  what is the plural of business: The Cordial Economy - Ethics, Recognition and Reciprocity
Patrici Calvo, 2018-05-17 This book proposes, from a civil perspective —such as that developed by
Stefano Zamagni— and a cordial perspective —such as that developed by Adela Cortina—,
orientations to design an economy in tune with what the historical moment demands. Among other
things, this comes from encouraging institutions, organisations and companies to include in their
designs aspects as important for carrying out their activities as cordial reciprocity, mutual
recognition of the communicative and affective capacities of the linked or linkable parties, public
commitment and the active participation of civil society. The book first shows the conceptualisation
of the process of self-interest as operating for one’s own benefit and its inclusion in the orthodox
economic model. In Chapter 2 it then displays some of the logical/formal and experimental limits of
the axiomatic economics model to discover the possibility of building bridges between theoretical
modelling and factual validation. Chapter 3 demonstrates the fragility of a rationality model based
on the paradigmatic figure of homo oeconomicus. Chapter 4 reflects on the critical process that has
identified reciprocity as a determining factor for human cooperation, turning this behaviour into a
paradox in which the lack of a reasonable explanation from the selfish perspective becomes
inconsistent in the predominant economic theory. Chapter 5 is from a moral point of view it
describes and criticises the different approaches to reciprocity observed by sociologists, biologists,
psychologists and economists. Chapter 6 analyses three mutual recognition proposals as possible
foundations for human cooperation, highlighting one of them –cordial recognition, developed by
Cortina– because it is more closely related to studies of reciprocity, particularly the most recent
contributions from the neurosciences. Chapter 7 proposes cordial reciprocity as a horizon of
meaning for the various approaches to reciprocity observed. Chapter 8 explores the possible
emergence and development of cordial goods, a type of relational and communicative good that
enables joint actions to take place in different contexts of human activity. Chapter 9 analyses the
application and implementation of cordial reciprocity at the macro, meso and micro levels of the
economy. And finally, it proposes guidelines for designing a monitoring and compliance system
which, based on the communication, storage and processing of big data and the committed
participation of stakeholders, offers businesses the possibility of inspecting their underlying
dimensions of morality, emotions and responsibility.
  what is the plural of business: Heinemann English Dictionary Martin Manser, 2001 This
dictionary uses clear, straightforward definitions making it easy to use by students of all abilities. It
explains language and grammar points clearly, to develop students' skills.
  what is the plural of business: Business Correspondence and Procedure for Students in
Commercial and General Secondary Schools Albert G. Belding, 1922
  what is the plural of business: Cambridge Learner's Dictionary with CD-ROM Cambridge
University Press, 2007-01-25 tudents whether they are learning English for work, pleasure or exams.
  what is the plural of business: Lexicography at a Crossroads Henning Bergenholtz, Sandro
Nielsen, Sven Tarp, 2009 This book contains a collection of original research articles on
lexicography written by prominent international scholars within the field. It aims at describing the
state-of-the-art in lexicography at the beginning of the 21st century and at making proposals for
future theoretical and practical work in the field. Theoretical lexicography currently has two



competing theories: a contemplative theory focusing on the description of existing dictionaries on
the basis of linguistic principles, and a function-based, transformative theory focusing on the
dictionary and the user in order to develop new principles for dictionary research and dictionary
making. Research in lexicography has now reached a crossroads and it is time to take stock of the
present situation and try to identify the theories and principles that will set the agenda and point the
direction for future lexicographic research and the production of printed and electronic dictionaries.
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