
wisconsin small business grant
wisconsin small business grant programs are essential resources for entrepreneurs
looking to start or grow their businesses in the state. These grants provide financial
assistance that can be pivotal in overcoming initial barriers to entry, supporting ongoing
operations, or facilitating expansion. Understanding the landscape of available grants can
empower business owners to make informed decisions. This article will explore the
different types of Wisconsin small business grants, eligibility requirements, application
processes, and key resources. Additionally, we will address common questions
surrounding these grants to ensure that small business owners are well-equipped to
navigate this crucial aspect of their entrepreneurial journey.
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Types of Wisconsin Small Business Grants

Wisconsin offers a variety of grants aimed at supporting small businesses across different
sectors. These grants can be categorized based on their purposes, target industries, and
funding sources.

State-Sponsored Grants

The state of Wisconsin provides several grants directly through various departments.
These grants are designed to stimulate economic growth, support innovation, and create
jobs. Key state-sponsored grants include:

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) Grants: These grants
support businesses in need of financial assistance for projects that promote economic
development.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG): This program offers funding for
local governments to support small businesses, particularly in low-income areas.



Technology Development Grants: These grants are available for tech startups and
businesses looking to develop innovative technologies.

Federal Grants

In addition to state programs, small businesses in Wisconsin may also qualify for federal
grants. These grants are generally more competitive but can provide substantial funding.
Notable federal grant programs include:

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR): A program that encourages small
businesses to engage in federal research and development.

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR): This program supports small
businesses working on innovative technologies in collaboration with research
institutions.

Local and Regional Grants

Many local governments and regional organizations in Wisconsin also offer grants tailored
to small businesses within their communities. These grants often focus on specific
economic goals or community needs. Examples include:

Local Economic Development Grants: Many municipalities have grant programs
aimed at fostering local business growth.

Tourism Grants: Designed for businesses in the tourism sector, these grants
support initiatives that enhance visitor experiences.

Eligibility Criteria

Understanding the eligibility criteria for Wisconsin small business grants is crucial for
applicants. Each grant program has specific requirements that must be met to qualify for
funding.



General Eligibility Requirements

While requirements can vary, many grant programs in Wisconsin share common eligibility
criteria, including:

Business Size: Typically, businesses must be classified as small according to the
SBA's size standards.

Location: Many grants are only available to businesses operating within Wisconsin.

Business Type: Certain grants target specific industries, such as technology,
manufacturing, or agriculture.

Financial Requirements

In addition to operational criteria, applicants often need to demonstrate financial need.
This may involve providing:

Financial Statements: Current income statements, balance sheets, and cash flow
statements.

Business Plans: A detailed plan outlining how the grant funds will be used to
achieve business goals.

Application Process

The application process for Wisconsin small business grants can be complex, often
requiring careful preparation and documentation. Understanding this process can
increase the chances of securing funding.

Steps to Apply

Applying for a grant typically involves the following steps:

Research Available Grants: Identify grants that align with your business needs and1.
eligibility.



Prepare Required Documentation: Gather all necessary documents, including2.
financial statements and business plans.

Complete the Application: Fill out the application thoroughly, ensuring that all3.
information is accurate and complete.

Submit the Application: Follow the submission guidelines carefully to ensure your4.
application is received on time.

Follow Up: After submission, be prepared to answer any questions or provide5.
additional information if requested.

Tips for a Successful Application

To improve the likelihood of grant approval, consider the following tips:

Be Clear and Concise: Present your business plan and funding needs clearly to
make it easy for reviewers to understand.

Highlight Impact: Clearly articulate how the grant will benefit your business and
the community.

Review Guidelines: Ensure you understand and follow all grant-specific guidelines
and requirements.

Key Resources and Organizations

There are numerous resources available to assist small business owners in Wisconsin as
they navigate the grant landscape. Understanding where to find help can streamline the
process significantly.

State and Local Resources

Several state and local organizations provide guidance and support for small businesses
seeking grants:

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC): Offers resources and
information on available grants and funding opportunities.



Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs): Provide consulting services and
resources for small business owners.

Local Chambers of Commerce: Often have information on regional grants and
business support programs.

Networking Opportunities

Networking can also be a valuable resource for small business owners. Engaging with
other entrepreneurs can lead to insights and opportunities:

Business Networking Events: Attend local events to meet other business owners
and learn from their experiences.

Workshops and Seminars: Participate in educational sessions focused on grant
writing and business development.

Common Questions about Wisconsin Small
Business Grants

Q: What is the average amount of funding available
through Wisconsin small business grants?
A: The funding amount can vary widely depending on the grant program, ranging from a
few thousand dollars to several hundred thousand dollars. Specific amounts are detailed in
each grant's guidelines.

Q: Are Wisconsin small business grants competitive?
A: Yes, many Wisconsin small business grants are competitive. Applicants must meet
specific eligibility criteria and submit strong applications to stand out among other
candidates.

Q: Can I apply for multiple grants simultaneously?
A: Yes, small business owners can apply for multiple grants at the same time, but they
should ensure that they meet the eligibility requirements for each grant and are not
applying for funding for the same project.



Q: How long does it take to receive funding after
applying for a grant?
A: The timeline for receiving funding can vary by grant program. Generally, it can take
several weeks to a few months for applications to be reviewed and funds to be disbursed.

Q: Do I need to pay back a grant?
A: No, grants do not need to be repaid, unlike loans. However, some grants may have
specific conditions or reporting requirements that must be fulfilled.

Q: Can nonprofits apply for small business grants in
Wisconsin?
A: Many small business grants are specifically designed for for-profit businesses. However,
some grants do allow nonprofit organizations to apply, particularly those focused on
economic development or community services.

Q: What should I include in my business plan for a grant
application?
A: A strong business plan should include an executive summary, company description,
market analysis, organizational structure, product line or services, marketing strategy,
and financial projections.

Q: Are there grants available for minority-owned
businesses in Wisconsin?
A: Yes, there are specific grants and funding opportunities aimed at supporting minority-
owned businesses, which may have tailored eligibility criteria and application processes.

Q: How can I improve my chances of getting a grant?
A: To improve your chances, ensure that your application is complete and follows all
guidelines, clearly articulate the impact of the grant on your business and community, and
provide detailed financial information to demonstrate need.
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  wisconsin small business grant: The States and Small Business , 1993
  wisconsin small business grant: Wisconsin Administrative Register , 2010
  wisconsin small business grant: The State of Small Business , 1993
  wisconsin small business grant: Bulletin of the Proceedings of the Wisconsin Legislature
Wisconsin. Legislature, 2010 Report contains 3 parts, 19 -1979: pt. 1. Senate -- pt. 2. Assembly -- pt.
3. Subject index; contains 4 parts, 1981: pt. 1 Senate -- pt. 2. Administrative rules -- pt. 3. Assembly
-- pt. 4. Index; contains 5 parts, 1983-1995: pt. 1 Senate -- pt. 2. Administrative rules -- pt. 3.
Assembly -- pt. 4. Index -- pt. 5. Index to Wisconsin acts; contains 6 parts, 1997-2007/2008: pt. 1
Senate -- pt. 2. Administrative rules -- pt. 3. Directories of registered lobbying organizations,
licensed lobbyists, state agencies legislative liaisons -- pt. 4. Assembly -- pt. 5. Index -- pt. 6. Index to
Wisconsin acts; 2009/2010: pt. 1 Senate -- pt. 2. Administrative rules -- pt. 3. Assembly -- pt. 4. Index
-- pt. 5. Index to Wisconsin acts -- pt. 6. Registered lobbying organizations, licensed lobbyists, state
agencies legislative liaisons; 2011/2012-2015/2016: pt. 1 Senate -- pt. 2. Administrative rules -- pt. 3.
Assembly -- pt. 4. Index -- pt. 5. Index to Wisconsin acts.
  wisconsin small business grant: Building on the Wisconsin Development Strategy , 1981
  wisconsin small business grant: From the Grassroots , 1991
  wisconsin small business grant: Ideas Into Dollars , 1982
  wisconsin small business grant: Directory of Research Grants 2008 Schoolhouse Partners
LLC, 2008-05 Volume 2 of 2 - With more than 5,100 listings of grants programs from 1,880 sponsors,
the Directory of Research Grants is a comprehensive directory of grants available to researchers in
every field of study. The directory has a broad focus, featuring grants for basic research, equipment
acquisition, building construction/renovation, fellowships, and 23 other program types. Government
grants include CFDA, NSF and NIH program numbers. Each record includes grant title, description,
requirements, amount, application deadline, contact information (phone, fax and email), web
address, sponsor name and address, and samples of awarded grants (when available). Printed in two
volumes, each with extensive indexes - subject, program type and geographic to help you to identify
the right program quickly.
  wisconsin small business grant: ERS Staff Report , 1991
  wisconsin small business grant: Free Cash Grants: Listings of scholarships, business,
and medical grants Rebecca A. Harris, 1998
  wisconsin small business grant: Wisconsin's One-stop Job Centers Best Practices and
Technical Assistance Guide , 1999
  wisconsin small business grant: Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America
United States, 2004 Vols. for 1950-19 contained treaties and international agreements issued by the
Secretary of State as United States treaties and other international agreements.
  wisconsin small business grant: Federal Register , 2014-02
  wisconsin small business grant: Wisconsin Public Documents , 1989
  wisconsin small business grant: The State of Wisconsin Blue Book , 1997
  wisconsin small business grant: CIS US Congressional Committee Hearings Index: 89th
Congress-91st Congress, 1st Session, 1965-1969 (5 v.) , 1981
  wisconsin small business grant: Senate Document , 2003
  wisconsin small business grant: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States
United States. Congress. House, 2009 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such proceedings
of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept secret, and
respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the House.
  wisconsin small business grant: Appropriations, Budget Estimates, Etc United States.
Congress, 2004
  wisconsin small business grant: Resources in Education , 1988
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