tom cruise dancing risky business

tom cruise dancing risky business has become an iconic moment in cinematic history,
emblematic of the 1980s pop culture. This memorable scene features Tom Cruise in a
carefree dance, showcasing his charisma and energy while donning a simple white shirt and
socks. The film "Risky Business," released in 1983, not only catapulted Cruise to stardom
but also left a lasting impression on audiences and the film industry alike. This article
delves into the various facets of this unforgettable dance scene, its impact on pop culture,
and its significance in Tom Cruise's career. We will explore the context of the film, the
choreography, and the legacy of this moment, as well as its influence on dance in film and
popular culture.
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Overview of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a coming-of-age film directed by Paul Brickman that tells the story of a
high school student, Joel Goodsen, played by Tom Cruise. The plot revolves around Joel's
experiences when his parents leave him home alone, leading him to explore his newfound
freedom. The film touches on themes of adolescence, temptation, and the consequences of
one's choices. Released in 1983, it became a critical and commercial success, grossing over
$63 million in the United States alone.

The Setting and Plot

The film is set in the affluent suburb of Chicago, where Joel's privileged life takes an
unexpected turn. As he attempts to impress his crush, he finds himself entangled with a call
girl named Lana, played by Rebecca De Mornay. The storyline develops as Joel's
misadventures escalate, ultimately leading to a significant turning point in his life. The
film's narrative effectively captures the essence of youthful rebellion and the quest for



identity.

Critical Reception

"Risky Business" received positive reviews from critics, with particular praise for Tom
Cruise's performance. The film's blend of humor and drama resonated with audiences,
making it a defining film of the 1980s. It is often noted for its sharp screenplay and
engaging performances, establishing itself as a cultural touchstone that continues to
influence filmmakers and actors today.

The Dance Scene Breakdown

The dance scene in "Risky Business" is arguably one of the most memorable moments in
film history. It features Tom Cruise dancing in his living room, a moment that has been
parodied and referenced in countless media since its release.

Choreography and Style

The choreography of the dance scene is relatively simple yet impactful. Cruise's
movements are spontaneous and exude a sense of joy and freedom. Dressed in a white
button-down shirt, socks, and boxer shorts, his attire adds to the carefree vibe of the
moment. The dance is punctuated by the classic song "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob
Seger, which has become synonymous with the scene itself.

Filming the Scene

This iconic dance was not just a spur-of-the-moment decision; it was meticulously crafted to
reflect Joel's character development. The scene symbolizes his transition from a naive
teenager to a more self-assured individual. The creative direction by Paul Brickman and the
performance by Cruise combined to create a sequence that would resonate with viewers for
decades.

Impact on Popular Culture

The influence of Tom Cruise's dance in "Risky Business" extends far beyond the film itself.
This scene has entered the realm of pop culture, inspiring numerous references in
television, music videos, and even commercials.



Parodies and References

Many television shows and films have paid homage to the dance scene, showcasing its
widespread recognition. Notable examples include:

e "The Simpsons" often references classic movies, including "Risky Business."

e Music videos, such as those by various artists, have incorporated similar dance
moves.

e Commercials have utilized the dance to evoke nostalgia and humor.

Fashion Influence

The attire worn by Tom Cruise in the dance scene has also had a lasting impact on fashion.
The combination of a white shirt and socks became a popular look, often imitated in various
contexts, including parties and themed events. The scene contributed to a cultural trend
that celebrated casual yet stylish attire.

Tom Cruise's Career Post-Risky Business

"Risky Business" marked a turning point in Tom Cruise's career, establishing him as a
leading man in Hollywood. Following the film's success, Cruise went on to star in several
blockbuster films, solidifying his status as one of the biggest movie stars of his generation.

Subsequent Roles

After "Risky Business," Tom Cruise starred in a series of successful films, including:

e "Top Gun" (1986) - A film that further solidified his status as a cultural icon.

e "Rain Man" (1988) - A critical and commercial success that earned him an Academy
Award nomination.

e "Jerry Maguire" (1996) - A film that showcased his range as an actor and produced the
famous line, "Show me the money!"



Continued Influence

Throughout his career, Cruise has continued to take on diverse roles, demonstrating his
versatility as an actor. His ability to blend drama, action, and humor has kept him relevant
in the ever-changing landscape of Hollywood.

Legacy and Influence of the Dance

The legacy of Tom Cruise dancing in "Risky Business" is undeniable. The scene not only
encapsulates the spirit of the 1980s but also serves as a pivotal moment in film history. Its
influence can still be seen in modern cinema and popular culture.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its release, the dance scene remains a beloved reference point for
audiences. Its combination of humor, charm, and nostalgia continues to resonate, making it
a favorite among fans of classic films and new viewers alike.

Impact on Dance in Film

The scene has also influenced how dance is portrayed in films. It demonstrated that dance
could be a powerful form of expression that enhances character development and
storytelling. Filmmakers have since embraced dance as a tool for creativity, often
incorporating it into their narratives in innovative ways.

Conclusion

Tom Cruise's dancing in "Risky Business" is more than just a memorable scene; it is a
cultural phenomenon that transcends generations. The film's impact on pop culture,
Cruise's subsequent career, and the lasting influence of the dance itself highlight its
significance in cinematic history. As we revisit this iconic moment, it serves as a reminder
of the power of film to create unforgettable experiences and shape the cultural landscape.

Q: What year was "Risky Business" released?

A: "Risky Business" was released in 1983.



Q: What song plays during Tom Cruise's dance scene?

A: The song that plays during Tom Cruise's dance scene is "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob
Seger.

Q: How did the dance scene impact Tom Cruise's
career?

A: The dance scene in "Risky Business" helped establish Tom Cruise as a leading man in
Hollywood, leading to numerous blockbuster films and significant recognition.

Q: What themes does "Risky Business" explore?

A: "Risky Business" explores themes of adolescence, temptation, and the consequences of
one's choices.

Q: Has the dance scene been referenced in other
media?

A: Yes, the dance scene has been referenced in various television shows, commercials, and
music videos, showcasing its lasting impact on pop culture.

Q: What attire is Tom Cruise wearing during the dance
scene?

A: Tom Cruise is wearing a white button-down shirt, socks, and boxer shorts during the
dance scene.

Q: What are some notable filims Tom Cruise starred in
after "Risky Business"?

A: Notable films include "Top Gun," "Rain Man," and "Jerry Maguire."

Q: Why is the dance scene considered iconic?

A: The dance scene is considered iconic due to its combination of humor, charm, and the
way it encapsulates the spirit of the 1980s, making it memorable for audiences.

Q: How has the dance scene influenced modern
filmmaking?

A: The dance scene has influenced modern filmmaking by showing how dance can enhance
storytelling and character development, leading filmmakers to incorporate dance more



creatively in their narratives.
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tom cruise dancing risky business: The Simulated Multiverse Rizwan Virk, 2021-10-15 Do
multiple versions of ourselves exist in parallel universes living out their lives in different timelines?
In this follow up to his bestseller, The Simulation Hypothesis, MIT Computer Scientist and Silicon
Valley Game Pioneer Rizwan Virk explores these topics from a new lens: that of simulation theory. If
we are living in a digital universe, then many of the complexities and baffling characteristics of our
reality start to make more sense. Quantum computing lets us simulate complex phenomena in
parallel, allowing the simulation to explore many realities at once to find the most optimum path
forward. Could this explain not only the enigmatic Mandela Effect but provide us with a new
understanding of time and space? Bringing his unique trademark style of combining video games,
computer science, quantum physics and computing with lots of philosophy and science fiction, Virk
gives us a new way to think about not just our universe, but all possible realities!

tom cruise dancing risky business: The Hollywood GOAT: Tom Cruise's Journey Daniel D.
Lee, 2024-06-06 The Hollywood GOAT: Tom Cruise's Journey delves into the extraordinary life and
career of one of the most iconic and enduring stars in the history of cinema. From his humble
beginnings and tumultuous childhood to his rise as a global superstar, this comprehensive biography
explores the man behind the legend, offering an in-depth look at the experiences, challenges, and
triumphs that have shaped Tom Cruise's illustrious career. Follow Cruise as he navigates the early
struggles of his acting journey, finding his footing in Hollywood with breakout roles in films like
Risky Business and the iconic Top Gun. Discover how he transitioned from youthful heartthrob to
critically acclaimed actor with powerful performances in Rain Man and Born on the Fourth of July,
showcasing his versatility and depth. Dive into the action-packed world of the Mission: Impossible
franchise, where Cruise redefined the action genre with his commitment to performing daring stunts
and delivering intense, high-octane performances. Explore his collaborations with renowned
directors, the evolution of his craft, and his unwavering dedication to authenticity and excellence.
Beyond the silver screen, The Hollywood GOAT also examines Cruise's personal life, including his
high-profile relationships and marriages, his deep connection with Scientology, and his ability to
navigate the intense scrutiny of the public eye. Through it all, Cruise's resilience and strategic
management of his public image have kept him at the forefront of the entertainment industry for
decades. This book offers a detailed and engaging narrative that not only celebrates Cruise's
cinematic achievements but also provides a nuanced understanding of the man who has become a
cultural icon. The Hollywood GOAT: Tom Cruise's Journey is a must-read for fans and cinephiles
alike, offering an insightful and compelling portrait of one of Hollywood's greatest stars.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Tom Cruise: The Making of a Hollywood Maverick
ChatStick Team, [] Tom Cruise: The Making of a Hollywood Maverick [] Unveil the story behind one
of Hollywood's most iconic and influential actors! [] From his humble beginnings to redefining action
cinema, Tom Cruise has carved out a legendary career that has made him a household name
worldwide. This comprehensive biography, crafted by the ChatStick Team, dives deep into the key
moments that shaped his rise to stardom and solidified his status as a true Hollywood maverick. [] In
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this book, you’ll explore: [] The Early Years: The formative influences that led to Tom Cruise's
passion for acting. [] Rise to Fame: A behind-the-scenes look at the breakthrough roles that launched
him into superstardom. [] Iconic Roles and Performances: Detailed analyses of his most famous
characters and their lasting impact on cinema. [] Off-Screen Persona: Insights into his personal life,
philanthropy, and influence beyond the film set. [] Legacy and Influence: Cruise's profound
contributions to the entertainment industry and his enduring influence on future generations of
actors and filmmakers. Perfect for fans, movie buffs, and those curious about the enigmatic career of
one of the world's most enduring stars, Tom Cruise: The Making of a Hollywood Maverick is an
inspiring and captivating read! [J[] ] Get your copy today and immerse yourself in the incredible
journey of a true Hollywood legend! []

tom cruise dancing risky business: Straight White Men Can’t Dance Addie Tsai, 2025-08-21
Straight White Men Can't Dance: American Masculinity in Film and Popular Culture investigates a
trope proliferating throughout popular American media over the last half-century: that straight white
men can't dance. Addie Tsai traces this reiterative moving image of vaudevillian buffoonery in film,
television, and video from the mid-1980s to present-day. During the height of homophobic hysteria in
response to the AIDS epidemic, dance began to be used as a marker to scrutinize white men's
position within homosexuality and masculinity. Therefore, white men could misperform good
dancing to more securely sit within hegemonic masculinity. Tsai establishes how ethnic mimicry
within American popular media, even that of white masculinity, is produced and reiterated from the
19th-century theatrical practice of blackface minstrelsy. This history resurfaces in one of the
exceptions to the trope: when white men use the hip currency of blackness to affirm their (dancing)
masculinity through theft and positionality. By revealing how dance in American popular media
reifies and problematizes gendered and racialized economies, Straight White Men Can't Dance
demonstrates how the image of the buffoonish white male dancer operates as a smokescreen for the
more violent manipulative forces of the reigning figure of white supremacy.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Nothing Compares 2 U Touré, 2021-08-24 The real
Prince in the words of those who knew him best—from award-winning author Touré. “...one of the
rare oral histories I'd recommend as an introduction to its subject. The author’s interview skills and
his trusted status in the Prince orbit mean that his book—based on decades of interviews—is full of
revealing insights into Prince’s life and work.”—Jay Gabler, The Current Nothing Compares 2 U is an
oral history built from years of interviews with dozens of people who were in Prince’s inner
circle—from childhood friends to band members to girlfriends to managers to engineers to
photographers, and more—all providing unique insights into the man and the musician. This
revelatory book is a deeply personal and candid discussion of who Prince really was emotionally,
professionally, and romantically. It tackles subjects never-before-discussed, including Prince’s
multiple personalities, his romantic relationships, his traumatic childhood and how it propelled him
into his music career, and how he found the inspiration for some of his most important songs,
including “Purple Rain,” “Starfish and Coffee,” and the unheard “Wally.” Nothing Compares 2 U
paints the most complete picture yet written of the most important and most mysterious artist of his
time.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Gold Dust Woman Stephen Davis, 2017-11-21 An in-depth
portrait of the classic-rock artist covers her role in the stardom of Fleetwood Mac, the affairs that
inspired her greatest songs, her struggles with addiction, and her successful solo career.--

tom cruise dancing risky business: Conversations with an Angel Dr. Randy Schuneman,
2012-02-15 Can you imagine being able to sit down with an angel in order to talk about the issues of
life that really matter? Conversations with an Angel is a fathers recounting of conversations he had
with his daughter over her thirty-two years. Her miraculous healing from childhood cancer, her
career as a pediatric oncology nurse, and her brave battle against terminal cancer are only a few of
the topics that were discussed. You will laugh and you will cry as you read the story of a life
well-lived.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Rise & Resist Clare Press, 2018-10-01 Rise &



Resisttakes a wild trip through the new activism sweeping the world. The political march is back in a
big way, as communities rally to build movements for environmental and social justice. But today's
context calls for increasingly creative strategies to make our voices heard. Crossing the globe, Clare
Press meets passionate change-makers who believe in the power of the positive. From eco warriors
and zero wasters to knitting nannas, introvert craftivists to intersectional feminists, they're all up for
a revolution of sorts. Are you? Join Press as she tracks the formation of a new counterculture, united
by a grand purpose: to rethink how we live today to build a more sustainable tomorrow.

tom cruise dancing risky business: How to Break Up With Anyone Jamye Waxman,
2015-09-22 Not all relationships are made to last forever. Sometimes what starts as a beautiful
friendship or productive partnership turns toxic, or one-sided, or unhealthy-and the best solution for
both parties is to end it. In How to Break Up With Anyone, relationship expert Jamye Waxman has
written a much-needed guide to every step of a non-romantic breakup. Drawing from her own
experiences, Jamye provides strategies for disengaging from a friend, family member, community, or
even former version of oneself, addressing both practical and emotional concerns. While ending a
relationship can be painful, Jamye’s positive message focuses on the ultimately liberating aspects of
putting unhealthy relationships to rest. Chapters include: Breaking Up Versus Taking a Break, Best
Friends Forever No More, Breaking Up With Family, Kissing Community Goodby, eRelabeling Your
Sexuality and Gender, Breaking Up With Your Career, Breaking Up With Anyone Else, Being Broken
Up With. How to Break Up With Anyone provides the tools for anyone to initiate a breakup, the
encouragement to get through it, and the wisdom to recognize that they don’t have to settle for
anything less than productive, healthy relationships. Covering a variety of relationships, How to
Break Up With Anyone is a timeless resource for people of all ages.

tom cruise dancing risky business: One Thing After Another Rose Marie Arthur,
2019-04-16 This book is my true story about dealing with many life-changing events at the same
time. It is about feeling like you cannot catch a break no matter how hard you try. The book reflects
the process of experiencing one thing after another and trying to just keep going and finding out
that the Lord is catching it all for you. It is packed with much emotional and physical pain from
experiencing grief and loss, a bad marriage, taking on new responsibilities, and illnesses. It shows
the struggles of trying to find a way through it all, and how God showed Himself in so many
remarkable and wonderful ways. God is so very real.

tom cruise dancing risky business: 20 Ways To A Wonderful Life! Suzanne Lupinski,
2012-07-20 Suzanne Lupinski has some secrets to share... Twenty different and surprising ways to
stay healthy, happy and forever young - insights that can change your life and can make it richer
starting right now. The perfect gift...to yourself or anyone you love, at any age!

tom cruise dancing risky business: Tom Cruise Phelan Powell, 1999 Follows the life and
career of the popular actor, focusing on his struggle with dyslexia, his starring roles in such movies
as Risky Business, Top Gun, and Jerry Maguire, and his involvement in the Church of Scientology.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Voicing the Cinema James Buhler, Hannah Lewis,
2020-03-16 Theorists of the soundtrack have helped us understand how the voice and music in the
cinema impact a spectator's experience. James Buhler and Hannah Lewis edit in-depth essays from
many of film music's most influential scholars in order to explore fascinating issues around
vococentrism, the voice in cinema, and music’s role in the integrated soundtrack. The collection is
divided into four sections. The first explores historical approaches to technology in the silent film,
French cinema during the transition era, the films of the so-called New Hollywood, and the
post-production sound business. The second investigates the practice of the singing voice in diverse
repertories such as Bergman's films, Eighties teen films, and girls' voices in Brave and Frozen. The
third considers the auteuristic voice of the soundtrack in works by Kurosawa, Weir, and others. A
last section on narrative and vococentrism moves from The Martian and horror film to the
importance of background music and the state of the soundtrack at the end of vococentrism.
Contributors: Julie Brown, James Buhler, Marcia Citron, Eric Dienstfrey, Erik Heine, Julie Hubbert,
Hannah Lewis, Brooke McCorkle, Cari McDonnell, David Neumeyer, Nathan Platte, Katie Quanz, Jeff



Smith, Janet Staiger, and Robynn Stilwell

tom cruise dancing risky business: It was All Right James A. Mitchell, 2008 The story of
Detroit rock icon Mitch Ryder's life in the context of the many changes in popular music, politics,
and American culture since the 1960s. Songs performed by Detroit rocker Mitch Ryder, such as
Devil with a Blue Dress On/Good Golly Miss Molly and Jenny Take a Ride are among the most well
loved of the twentieth century, but his fascinating life story is unknown to many. It Was All Right is a
portrait of Ryder built on firsthand road stories--a rock-and-roll travelogue that is also an insider's
look at fame and popular culture in America. Born in 1945 in Hamtramck, Michigan, Ryder has been
in the music business for 47 years, made more than two dozen albums' worth of recordings, and
given upward of 8,000 performances. In It Was All Right, author James A. Mitchell has collected an
impressive array of anecdotes from Ryder's extraordinary life in music, including Ryder's stories of
his first gigs in Greenwich Village clubs, singing with a black trio in the early days of the civil rights
movement, jamming with Jimi Hendrix, and attending private parties thrown by the Beatles. Mitchell
also chronicles Ryder's more recent career, as he struggled to regain his popularity among American
audiences after the 1970s and returned home to the Detroit music scene in the 1980s. In all, Ryder's
abundant commentary and Mitchell's easy narration combine to give readers a fast-paced tour of a
turbulent musical journey that is still unfolding. Whether blending musical genres or dabbling in
political activism, Ryder's one-of-a-kind experiences will intrigue music fans and anyone interested
in musical or cultural history.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Mixing Pop and Politics Toby Manning, 2024-05-14
From rock’n’roll to contemporary pop, Mixing Pop and Politics is a provocative and entertaining
mash-up of music and Marxist theory. A radical history of the political and social upheavals of the
last 70 years, told through the period's most popular music. Mixing Pop and Politics is not a history
of political music, but a political history of popular music. Spanning the early 50s to the present, it
shows how, from doo-wop to hip-hop, punk to crunk and grunge to grime, music has both reflected
and resisted the political events of its era. Mixing Pop and Politics explores the connections between
popular music and political ideology, whether that’s the liberation of rock’n’roll or the containment
of girl groups, the refusal of glam or the resignation of soft rock, the solidarity of disco or the
individualism of 80s pop. At a time when reactionary forces are waging political war in the realm of
culture, and we’'re being told to keep politics out of music, Mixing Pop and Politics is a timely,
original and joyful exploration of popular music’s role in our society.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Indian Accents Shilpa S. Dave, 2013-02-01 Amid
immigrant narratives of assimilation, Indian Accents focuses on the representations and stereotypes
of South Asian characters in American film and television. Exploring key examples in popular culture
ranging from Peter Sellers' portrayal of Hrundi Bakshi in the 1968 film The Party to contemporary
representations such as Apu from The Simpsons and characters in Harold and Kumar Go to White
Castle, Shilpa S. Dave develops the ideas of accent, brownface, and brown voice as new ways to
explore the racialization of South Asians beyond just visual appearance. Dave relates these examples
to earlier scholarship on blackface, race, and performance to show how accents are a means of
representing racial difference, national origin, and belonging, as well as distinctions of class and
privilege. While focusing on racial impersonations in mainstream film and television, Indian Accents
also amplifies the work of South Asian American actors who push back against brown voice
performances, showing how strategic use of accent can expand and challenge such narrow
stereotypes.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Stranded at the Drive-In Garry Mulholland, 2011-11-24
Acclaimed writer of This is Uncool and Popcorn turns his attention to the (first ever) look at the teen
movie Everyone undergoes some kind of teenage trauma, and a fundamental way of coping, or rite of
passage, is the teen movie. Yet until now there has been no book that explores this successful movie
sub-genre with any depth. Step forward Garry Mulholland, who, taking his cue from his previous,
hugely acclaimed pop culture list books (This is Uncool and Fear of Music), seeks to create a
pantheon of the very finest teen movies, or in Garry Mulholland's words: 'I'll be doing what film



critics have been loathe to do since the 1950s, and taking the entire subculture of teen movies
seriously, making a constant and compelling argument that Grease and A Nightmare on Elm Street
tell us a great deal more about modern life and human nature than Citizen Kane and The Godfather.'
From Kes to Fame, Badlands to the Breakfast Club, and National Lampoon's Animal House to
Twilight, Garry Mulholland re-evaluates a much maligned genre, and brings it all back again: the
good, the bad and the traumatic.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Uncle John's Bathroom Reader Plunges Into Hollywood
Bathroom Readers' Hysterical Society, 2012-06-01 Take One. Action! Uncle John's Plunges into
Hollywood uncovers Tinseltown's best-kept secrets--from murder mysteries Hollywood style to
leading lady rivalries. Hooray for Hollywood! Uncle John takes on Tinseltown in this fascinating look
at the movies and the people who make them. Come for the trials, tribulations, and trivia! Stay for
the mysteries, magic, and mayhem! You'll go behind the scenes for the sordid scandals, biggest
bombs, greatest triumphs, and the unsung heroes who make it all come together. Featuring quotes,
puzzles, quizzes, and Uncle John's famous “running feet” facts at the bottom of every page, this book
will give you a new appreciation for the Silver Screen (and you’ll know exactly what a gaffer and
best boy do). What else is in here? Check out these previews! * Bad boys on location * The origin of
Variety * The biggest cult movie of all time * The “Blond Bombshell Murder Mystery” * How Ray
Harryhausen brought fantasies to life * Wretched reviews (for what are now considered great films)
* The strange Pink Floyd and Wizard of Oz connection * The “Taglines of Terror” quiz * Bathrooms
on the big screen * Unfortunate remakes * Haunted Hollywood And much, much more!

tom cruise dancing risky business: The 150 Most Effective Ways to Boost Your Energy
Jonny Bowden, 2018-02-20 Refuel your body to energize your mind and make you sleep better. This
will give you vitality from dawn to bedtime.

tom cruise dancing risky business: Start You Up Steve Jones, 2014-05-20 Turn yourself “up
to eleven” with Steve Jones’s unique take on personal branding. Steve Jones, music industry insider
and author of Brand Like a Rock Star, once again takes readers on a trip through rock history to
reveal often-overlooked lessons on personal branding. The stories Jones has to tell--how a drummer
reinvented his instrument when he lost his arm, why Nikki Sixx’s lifestyle killed him and brought him
back, how the forces that nearly tore Fleetwood Mac apart actually made their music better--provide
the colorful backdrop for the critical lessons on building a high-power personal brand. The book is
comprised of five sections that outline the “Five Ps of Personal Branding”--the building blocks for a
personal brand: * Positioning--discovering the reader’s unique story ¢ Presentation--laying a
framework for communicating personal brands ¢ Passion--how to turn a love into a life’s work ¢
Purpose--crafting a personal brand to make the most impact * Profits--generating a profit,
emotionally or fiscally, through personal branding No matter what stage a career is in, success today
in any field requires a rock star personal brand. Start You Up will set readers on the path to the
goals they’ve always had--and ones they didn’t know were attainable.
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