the religion business documentary netflix

the religion business documentary netflix has gained significant attention for its provocative exploration
of the intersection between faith and commerce. This documentary delves into how religious
organizations operate as businesses, raising critical questions about the motivations behind their
operations and the impact they have on their followers. Throughout this article, we will examine the
themes and insights presented in the documentary, explore the broader implications of religion as a
business, and provide a comprehensive overview of its reception. Additionally, we will include key

takeaways that can help viewers better understand the complexities of faith in a commercialized world.
The following sections will provide an in-depth analysis of the documentary, the dynamics of religion as
a business, and its societal impacts.
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Overview of the Religion Business Documentary

The documentary, available on Netflix, provides a critical lens on how various religious organizations
operate much like businesses. It showcases a range of faiths, including Christianity, Scientology, and
others, highlighting their financial practices, marketing strategies, and the influence they wield over

their congregations. By featuring interviews with former members, scholars, and industry experts, the

documentary offers a nuanced perspective on the commercialization of religion.

At its core, the documentary raises fundamental questions such as: What drives religious leaders to
profit from their congregations? How does the pursuit of profit affect the spiritual mission of these
organizations? The documentary serves as a wake-up call for viewers to reconsider the relationship

between faith and finance, urging them to think critically about the organizations they support.

Thematic Exploration

Faith vs. Profit

One of the central themes of the documentary is the tension between faith and profit. The film
showcases how many religious organizations prioritize financial gain over spiritual guidance. This
theme is illustrated through various case studies, including megachurches that generate millions in

revenue through donations and merchandise sales.

Manipulation and Control

The documentary also explores the mechanisms of control that certain religious leaders exert over



their followers. This control often manifests through emotional manipulation, where leaders use fear,
guilt, or promises of salvation to encourage monetary contributions. The film presents testimonies from
former members who describe their experiences of coercion and the psychological impacts of such

manipulation.

Impact on Society and Followers

The impact of viewing religion through a commercial lens extends far beyond individual congregations.
The documentary illustrates how the commercialization of faith can lead to societal issues, such as the
erosion of community values and increased inequality among followers. When faith becomes a

product, the spiritual needs of individuals may be overshadowed by financial agendas.

Economic Disparities

One of the alarming consequences of the religion business model is economic disparity among
congregants. Many members donate substantial portions of their income, often at the expense of their
financial stability. The documentary highlights stories of individuals who have sacrificed their livelihoods

in the name of faith, raising ethical questions about the responsibility of religious organizations.

Community Disconnection

Another critical impact discussed in the documentary is the disconnection that can occur within
communities. As religious organizations become more focused on profitability, they may neglect the
communal support systems that faith traditionally provided. This shift can lead to isolation and a lack of

genuine spiritual connection among followers.



Commercialization of Faith

The commercialization of faith is a significant theme in the documentary, showcasing how religious
organizations have adopted marketing strategies typical of businesses. This includes branding,

merchandise sales, and even the use of social media to reach broader audiences.

Branding Strategies

Religious organizations have increasingly adopted branding strategies to attract and retain followers.
The documentary analyzes how certain churches create a distinct identity through logos, slogans, and
promotional events. This branding often mirrors that of successful corporations, blurring the lines

between spirituality and consumerism.

Merchandising and Revenue Streams

Another aspect of commercialization is the diverse revenue streams that religious organizations
pursue. The documentary provides examples of churches selling books, music, and merchandise
related to their faith. These practices raise ethical questions about the appropriateness of profiting from

spiritual beliefs.

¢ Donation Drives

* Merchandise Sales

¢ Paid Events and Conferences



¢ Online Subscriptions

Reception and Critique

The reception of the religion business documentary has been mixed, with some praising its candid
exploration of a sensitive topic, while others criticize it for oversimplifying complex issues. Viewers
have expressed appreciation for the documentary's investigative approach and the range of

perspectives presented, from scholars to former adherents of various faiths.

Positive Feedback

Many viewers commend the documentary for shedding light on a topic often overlooked in discussions
about faith. They argue that it encourages critical thinking about the role of money in religion and the
ethical implications of this relationship. The documentary is seen as a necessary conversation starter

about the need for accountability and transparency in religious organizations.

Criticism and Controversy

Conversely, some critics argue that the documentary may unfairly portray all religious organizations as
money-driven entities. They suggest that it overlooks the positive contributions of many faith-based
organizations to their communities and the spiritual support they provide to individuals. This critique

emphasizes the importance of a balanced view of religion's role in society.



Key Takeaways

As viewers engage with the religion business documentary, several key takeaways emerge that can
enhance their understanding of the complex relationship between religion and commerce. Firstly, it is
crucial to recognize the economic motivations that can influence religious organizations and the
potential consequences for followers. Secondly, viewers should consider the broader societal impacts

of commercialization, including issues of inequality and community disconnection.

Additionally, the documentary encourages critical reflection on personal beliefs and the organizations
individuals choose to support. By fostering awareness of these dynamics, viewers can make more

informed decisions about their spiritual affiliations and the values they wish to uphold.

Q: What is the main focus of the religion business documentary on

Netflix?

A: The documentary focuses on the commercialization of religion and how various religious

organizations operate as businesses, exploring the implications for followers and society.

Q: How does the documentary depict the relationship between faith
and profit?

A: The documentary illustrates the tension between faith and profit by showcasing how some religious
organizations prioritize financial gain over spiritual guidance, often manipulating followers for monetary

contributions.

Q: What societal impacts are highlighted in the documentary?

A: The documentary highlights societal impacts such as economic disparities among congregants and



the disconnection within communities caused by the commercialization of faith.

Q: Are there any positive aspects of religious organizations discussed

in the documentary?

A: While the documentary critiques the commercialization of faith, it does acknowledge that many

religious organizations provide valuable community support and spiritual guidance.

Q: What are some of the revenue streams explored in the

documentary?

A: The documentary explores various revenue streams, including donation drives, merchandise sales,

paid events and conferences, and online subscriptions.

Q: How have viewers reacted to the documentary?

A: Viewer reactions have been mixed, with some praising its candid exploration of the topic while

others criticize it for oversimplifying complex issues related to religion.

Q: What key takeaways should viewers consider after watching the

documentary?

A: Viewers should consider the economic motivations behind religious organizations, the societal
impacts of commercialization, and reflect critically on their personal beliefs and affiliations with faith-

based organizations.
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the religion business documentary netflix: Business and Religion Eugenio Andrés
Marchiori, 2025-06-24 This book explores the connections between Christian religions and
businesses. It examines how companies adopt tools traditionally used by churches to manage
culture, strategy, and values while also exploring how churches leverage business strategies to
achieve similar objectives. The author analyzes the mechanisms of influence both institutions use to
internalize the soul of their organizations, including marketing systems, supported by real-world
case studies. Later, he shows how companies like Coca-Cola behave like secular religions. He then
compares how religious organizations—such as the Catholic Church, the Willow Creek Community
Church, and the Jesuit Order—employ influence and business strategies similar to those of
corporations like McDonald's, Mary Kay, and the consulting firm McKinsey & Co. By examining
these parallels, this work reveals that business corporations and churches operate in fundamentally
similar ways. Lastly, this volume estimates the monetary dimensions of what the author refers to as
the “salvation market.” As society has become more demanding of corporate behavior, companies
have responded by developing new areas—such as human resources to improve employee
conditions, marketing to attract customers and talent, and the concept of stakeholders, which gave
rise to a focus on ethical considerations, such as corporate social responsibility (CSR) as well as
diversity and inclusion initiatives. The culmination of this process today is a strong emphasis on
sustainability, showing how these new ethical values have gained prominence. Exploring
organizational dynamics through a sociological lens, this book will appeal to researchers interested
in organizational behavior, strategy, and marketing who seek to learn about the cultural dynamics of
business and religious organizations.

the religion business documentary netflix: Business, Ethics and Society John G. Cullen,
2021-10-06 With an emphasis on psychoanalytic theory, Business, Ethics and Society: Key Concepts,
Current Debates and Contemporary Innovations provides a clear, concise introduction to the field of
business ethics, while addressing contemporary issues and debates around the impacts of artificial
intelligence, social media, the gig economy and populist politics on business and society. The book
features mini-case studies from a variety of contexts and companies, including Gillette, Nike, Dove,
British Airways and Microsoft, as well as thought-provoking questions throughout. Also included are:
- Learning objectives - Chapter summaries - Recommended reading Business, Ethics and Society:
Key Concepts, Current Debates and Contemporary Innovations serves as an ideal introductory text
for students of undergraduate business ethics-related courses. Lecturers can access a range of
online resources for use in their teaching, including an instructor’s manual, PowerPoint slides and
SAGE Business Cases.

the religion business documentary netflix: Business With Purpose: Advancing Social
Enterprise Melodena Stephens Balakrishnan, 2020-02-26 A Social Enterprise Venture (SEV) is
defined as an organization, initiative or startup that has a strong social innovation characteristic
focusing on a scalable and sustainable social wealth creation or sustainable living at the individual
or community level. Most books that deal with SEVs, unfortunately still focus on non-profits. Current
market trends indicate non-profits need more sustainable funding mechanisms for survival. This
book focuses on the growing need to build a business with purpose.With the growing role of the
private sector in the development arena, as highlighted by the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
all firms need to relook entrepreneurship from a 'business-with-purpose' lens. The fact that venture
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capitalists/private equity firms are acquiring social ventures (like Bain Capital and TOMS), or that
SEVs are being divested (L'Oreal and Body Shop), reinforces the need to understand which business
models work. One of the biggest barriers for growth of SEVs is scalability and internationalization.
This book fills the present gap between research and practice; and the non-profits and for-profit
worlds.

the religion business documentary netflix: Handbook of Research on International
Business and Models for Global Purpose-Driven Companies Perez-Uribe, Rafael Ignacio,
Largacha-Martinez, Carlos, Ocampo-Guzman, David, 2020-11-20 International businesses struggle to
be competitive and influential at the global market level. With the new ideas in the management and
leadership disciplines, hard skills are losing or are believed to be losing their strategic relevance
while soft skills are praised and highly sought after. The Handbook of Research on International
Business and Models for Global Purpose-Driven Companies, a pivotal reference source, provides
vital research on international business management strategies and applications within internal
organizations that allow companies to strategically position themselves for increased success in the
global economy. While highlighting topics such as organizational culture, internal communication,
and generational workforce, this publication explores leadership disciplines as well as the methods
of handling multicultural organizations. This book is ideally designed for entrepreneurs, executives,
managers, business professionals, human resource officials, researchers, academicians, and
students.

the religion business documentary netflix: Religion, Race, and COVID-19 Stacey M.
Floyd-Thomas, 2022-02-15 This book analyzes how the particular dynamics and effects emerging
from the COVID-19 crisis both impact and are perceived by its most vulnerable yet visionary
populations, based on their pragmatic and prescient analysis of the American experiment of freedom
with regards to race and religion. Without a doubt, this book addresses the various ways the
COVID-19 crisis marks not merely a moment in time, but also a world-historical event that threatens
to leave its imprint on lives and cultures for decades to come--

the religion business documentary netflix: The Environmental Documentary John A. Duvall,
2017-05-18 The Environmental Documentary provides the first extensive coverage of the most
important environmental films of the decade, including their approach to their topics and their
impacts on public opinion and political debate. While documentaries with themes of environmental
activism date back at least to Pare Lorenz's films of the 1930's, no previous decade has produced the
number and quality of films that engage environmental issues from an activist viewpoint. The
convergence of high profile issues like climate change, fossil fuel depletion, animal abuse, and
corporate malfeasance has combined with the miniaturization of high quality recording equipment
and the expansion of documentary programming, to produce an unprecedented number of important
and influential documentary productions. The text examines the processes of production and
distribution that have produced this explosion in documentaries. The films range from a high-profile
Hollywood production with theatrical distribution like An Inconvenient Truth, to shorter
independently produced films like The End of Suburbia that have reached a small audience of
activists through video distribution, interviews with many of the filmmakers, and word of mouth.

the religion business documentary netflix: Scrolling Ourselves to Death Brett
McCracken, Ivan Mesa, 2025-03-31 Christian Wisdom for Our Tech-Saturated Age The rapid
advance of digital technology is reshaping our world and warping our minds. The onslaught of social
media and smartphones has brought an appetite for distraction, an epidemic of loneliness, and
increased rates of mental unhealth. For Christians, the digital revolution has profound implications
for spiritual formation and mission. How should believers respond to the theological and discipleship
challenges of scrolling life? On the 40th anniversary of Neil Postman's prophetic book Amusing
Ourselves to Death (1985), Scrolling Ourselves to Death gathers today's most incisive writers to
think critically about the shaping power of contemporary technology. This book explores Postman's
insights, connects them to the challenges facing Christians today, and turns difficult challenges into
life-giving opportunities for the church. Stepping back from their screens, readers will be equipped



to live faithfully, and grow spiritually, in a scrolling ourselves to death world. Practical: Includes
action steps readers can use to reclaim a healthy life in a tech-saturated world Wise: Helps readers
become more discerning in the way they think about and utilize technology Perfect for Small
Groups: Includes discussion questions at the end of every chapter Useful for Church Leaders or
Ministry Staff: Perfect for those who want to help those they lead think more carefully about
technology Expert Contributors: Features insights from a wide variety of leading Christian thinkers
on technology, faith, and culture

the religion business documentary netflix: The Divine Economy Paul Seabright, 2025-10-07
Longlisted for the Financial Times and Schroders Business Book of the Year Award A novel economic
interpretation of how religions have become so powerful in the modern world Religion in the
twenty-first century is alive and well across the world, despite its apparent decline in North America
and parts of Europe. Vigorous competition between and within religious movements has led to their
accumulating great power and wealth. Religions in many traditions have honed their competitive
strategies over thousands of years. Today, they are big business; like businesses, they must recruit,
raise funds, disburse budgets, manage facilities, organize transportation, motivate employees, and
get their message out. In The Divine Economy, economist Paul Seabright argues that religious
movements are a special kind of business: they are platforms, bringing together communities of
members who seek many different things from one another—spiritual fulfilment, friendship and
marriage networks, even business opportunities. Their function as platforms, he contends, is what
has allowed religions to consolidate and wield power. This power can be used for good, especially
when religious movements provide their members with insurance against the shocks of modern life,
and a sense of worth in their communities. It can also be used for harm: political leaders often
instrumentalize religious movements for authoritarian ends, and religious leaders can exploit the
trust of members to inflict sexual, emotional, financial or physical abuse, or to provoke violence
against outsiders. Writing in a nonpartisan spirit, Seabright uses insights from economics to show
how religion and secular society can work together in a world where some people feel no need for
religion, but many continue to respond with enthusiasm to its call.

the religion business documentary netflix: Pastels and Pedophiles Mia Bloom, Sophia
Moskalenko, 2021-06-15 A NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS' PICK / TOP 10 RECOMMENDED READ
Two experts of extremist radicalization take us down the QAnon rabbit hole, exposing how the
conspiracy theory ensnared countless Americans, and show us a way back to sanity. In January
2021, thousands descended on the U.S. Capitol to aid President Donald Trump in combating a
shadowy cabal of Satan-worshipping pedophiles. Two women were among those who died that day.
They, like millions of Americans, believed that a mysterious insider known as Q is exposing a vast
deep-state conspiracy. The QAnon conspiracy theory has ensnared many women, who identify as
members of pastel QAnon, answering the call to save the children. With Pastels and Pedophiles, Mia
Bloom and Sophia Moskalenko explain why the rise of QAnon should not surprise us: believers have
been manipulated to follow the baseless conspiracy. The authors track QAnon's unexpected leap
from the darkest corners of the Internet to the filtered glow of yogi-mama Instagram, a frenzy fed by
the COVID-19 pandemic that supercharged conspiracy theories and spurred a fresh wave of
Q-inspired violence. Pastels and Pedophiles connects the dots for readers, showing how a conspiracy
theory with its roots in centuries-old anti-Semitic hate has adapted to encompass local grievances
and has metastasized around the globe—appealing to a wide range of alienated people who feel that
something is not quite right in the world around them. While QAnon claims to hate Hollywood, the
book demonstrates how much of Q's mythology is ripped from movie and television plot lines.
Finally, Pastels and Pedophiles lays out what can be done about QAnon's corrosive effect on society,
to bring Q followers out of the rabbit hole and back into the light.

the religion business documentary netflix: STFU Dan Lyons, 2023-03-07 “Entertaining,
illuminating, and inspiring! More than a book, it’s a public service announcement that we’d all do
well to—well, STFU and listen to!” —Sarah Knight, New York Times bestselling author of Calm the
F*ck Down New York Times bestselling author Dan Lyons is here to tell you - and don't take this the



wrong way - that you really need to shut the f¥ck up! Our noisy world has trained us to think that
those who get in the last word win, when in fact it’s those who know how to stay silent who really
hold the power. STFU is a book that unlocks this power and will change your life, freeing you to
focus on what matters. Lyons combines leading behavioral science with actionable advice on how to
communicate with intent, think critically, and open your mind and ears to the world around you. Talk
less, get more. That’s what STFU is all about. Prescriptive, informative, and addictively readable,
STFU gives you the tools to become your better self, whether that’s in the office, at home, online, or
in your most treasured relationships. Because, after all, what you say is who you are. So take a deep
breath, turn the page, and quietly change your life.

the religion business documentary netflix: The Dating Plan Sara Desai, 2021-03-16 A Marie
Claire Book Club Pick! Even with a step-by-step plan, these fake fiancés might accidentally fall for
each other in this hilarious, heartfelt romantic comedy from the author of The Marriage Game. Daisy
Patel is a software engineer who understands lists and logic better than bosses and boyfriends. With
her life all planned out, and no interest in love, the one thing she can't give her family is the
marriage they expect. Left with few options, she asks her childhood crush to be her decoy fiancé.
Liam Murphy is a venture capitalist with something to prove. When he learns that his inheritance is
contingent on being married, he realizes his best friend's little sister has the perfect solution to his
problem. A marriage of convenience will get Daisy's matchmaking relatives off her back and fulfill
the terms of his late grandfather's will. If only he hadn’t broken her tender teenage heart nine years
ago... Sparks fly when Daisy and Liam go on a series of dates to legitimize their fake relationship.
Too late, they realize that very little is convenient about their arrangement. History and chemistry
aren't about to follow the rules of this engagement.

the religion business documentary netflix: The Tacky South Katharine A. Burnett, Monica
Carol Miller, 2022-06-15 As a way to comment on a person’s style or taste, the word “tacky” has
distinctly southern origins, with its roots tracing back to the so-called “tackies” who tacked horses
on South Carolina farms prior to the Civil War. The Tacky South presents eighteen fun, insightful
essays that examine connections between tackiness and the American South, ranging from
nineteenth-century local color fiction and the television series Murder, She Wrote to red velvet cake
and the ubiquitous influence of Dolly Parton. Charting the gender, race, and class constructions at
work in regional aesthetics, The Tacky South explores what shifting notions of tackiness reveal
about US culture as a whole and the role that region plays in addressing national and global issues
of culture and identity.

the religion business documentary netflix: Love Letters to My Daughters and
Grandaughters Bryn Bass McCleary, 2019-07-06 Autobiography of Bryn Bass McCleary This book
is not just for my grandchildren. This is for people who want to know about: ¢ The inside scoop on
Homeland Security and use of legal, physical and weapon force. * What happens behind the scenes
at the Board of Elections on election day. * Behind the scenes at the NYPD on election day. * How
my daughters and I survived abuse, child molestation and the corruption of the family court system.
* Thoughts on religious denigration and the battle of the Christians across denominations. * The
truth about health and fitness - How your mind creates the perfect diet for you and your age.
Lessons learned from the wrong dating and career decisions - how not to end up on welfare.

the religion business documentary netflix: International Perspectives on Science,
Culture, and Belief Fern Elsdon-Baker, Stephen H. Jones, James Riley, 2025-08-26 Public
understanding of the relationship between science and religion is dominated by US and UK
perspectives and research that has been carried out in Western Protestant Anglophone contexts.
This has enabled a culturally specific narrative of conflict to dominate public discussions of
evolution, science, and religion, obscuring the varied cultural contexts and complexities within
which engagement with science takes place and the growing influence of non-religious identities and
diverse forms of spirituality. Representing one of the most wide-ranging and original contributions
to the emerging body of research on the relationship between religion, non-religion, and science in
society, this innovative and timely collection revisits, challenges, and rethinks longstanding




assumptions by decentring positions and perspectives that have until recently dominated discussions
of science and belief. Drawing on almost a decade of multidisciplinary research, International
Perspectives on Science, Culture, and Belief: From Complexity to Globality brings together incisive
global perspectives exploring the social and cultural drivers of the relationships between
evolutionary science and belief. Highlighting the natures and varieties of the interrelation between
science and belief globally, this volume addresses the relationships between science, culture, and
belief from multiple disciplines, methodologies, and geographical contexts including South Asia,
Latin America, Africa, and Australia as well as Europe and North America. This work has particular
relevance in the increasingly polarised post-pandemic world, shining a light for the first time on the
multifaceted interplay between social identities and cultural narratives in debates that are often
about far more than the science. The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

the religion business documentary netflix: The ~Alnvention of Martial Arts Paul Bowman,
2020-12-17 Author Paul Bowman recasts our understanding of the history of martial arts, showing
how Western media representations in the 1970s not only popularized the concept but actively
created 'martial arts' as a recognizable idea and cultural phenomenon.

the religion business documentary netflix: Psychology David G. Myers, C. Nathan DeWall,
June Gruber, 2023-10-10 The number #1 bestselling intro to psychology in an exhaustively updated
new edition.

the religion business documentary netflix: Race After Technology Ruha Benjamin,
2019-07-09 From everyday apps to complex algorithms, Ruha Benjamin cuts through tech-industry
hype to understand how emerging technologies can reinforce White supremacy and deepen social
inequity. Benjamin argues that automation, far from being a sinister story of racist programmers
scheming on the dark web, has the potential to hide, speed up, and deepen discrimination while
appearing neutral and even benevolent when compared to the racism of a previous era. Presenting
the concept of the “New Jim Code,” she shows how a range of discriminatory designs encode
inequity by explicitly amplifying racial hierarchies; by ignoring but thereby replicating social
divisions; or by aiming to fix racial bias but ultimately doing quite the opposite. Moreover, she
makes a compelling case for race itself as a kind of technology, designed to stratify and sanctify
social injustice in the architecture of everyday life. This illuminating guide provides conceptual tools
for decoding tech promises with sociologically informed skepticism. In doing so, it challenges us to
question not only the technologies we are sold but also the ones we ourselves manufacture. Visit the
book's free Discussion Guide: www.dropbox.com

the religion business documentary netflix: Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theories in
American History Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2019-05-24 This up-to-date introduction to
the complex world of conspiracies and conspiracy theories provides insight into why millions of
people are so ready to believe the worst about our political, legal, religious, and financial
institutions. Unsupported theories provide simple explanations for catastrophes that are otherwise
difficult to understand, from the U.S. Civil War to the Stock Market Crash of 1929 to the terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center in New York. Ideas about shadowy networks that operate behind
a cloak of secrecy, including real organizations like the CIA and the Mafia and imagined ones like
the [lluminati, additionally provide a way for people to criticize prevailing political and economic
arrangements, while for society's disadvantaged and forgotten groups, conspiracy theories make
their suffering and alienation comprehensible and provide a focal point for their economic or
political frustrations. These volumes detail the highly controversial and influential phenomena of
conspiracies and conspiracy theories in American society. Through interpretive essays and factual
accounts of various people, organizations, and ideas, the reader will gain a much greater
appreciation for a set of beliefs about political scheming, covert intelligence gathering, and criminal
rings that has held its grip on the minds of millions of American citizens and encouraged them to
believe that the conspiracies may run deeper, and with a global reach.




the religion business documentary netflix: God Is on Trial Alberta Parish, 2020-06-29 God is
on Trial takes a deep look at modern-day belief systems that have given us ancient concepts of gods
having also originated from astrotheology, which is a belief system based on the observation of the
stars and the Zodiac. This book not only criticizes major world religions for the falsehoods and
atrocities they’ve perpetuated on the masses, but it exposes the deeper meanings and truths in the
Abrahamic belief traditions that were originally created to keep humanity from not only evolving as
a species but to keep us under mind control and fear. God is on Trial also examines the major
biblical accounts like the Genesis Creation and Flood, and the ancient myths from which they
originate. This book seeks to educate those who have not yet awakened from their religious mind
control programming and is also a testament to my personal experiences as a former believer who
broke the chain of religious mind control and fear in my own life. I encourage anyone reading this
book to keep an open mind, because what we have learned in the Judeo-Christian and Islamic
traditions is a distortion of the truth. And it is time for humanity to know the truth.

the religion business documentary netflix: Finding God in All the Black Places Beretta E.
Smith-Shomade, 2024-10-11 This book is also freely available online as an open-access digital
edition: https://manifold.ecds.emory.edu/projects/finding-god-in-all-the-black-places
(https://dhjhkxawhe8qg4.cloudfront.net/rup-wp-v2/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/28132142/978197883
9809.pdf) In Finding God in All the Black Places, Beretta E. Smith-Shomade contends that Black
spirituality and Black church religiosity are the critical crux of Black popular culture. She argues
that cultural, community, and social support live within the Black church and that spirit, art, and
progress are deeply entwined and seal this connection. Including the work of artists such as Mary ].
Blige, D’Angelo, Erykah Badu, Prince, Spike Lee, and Oprah Winfrey, the book examines
contemporary Black television, film, music and digital culture to demonstrate the role, impact, and
dominance of spirituality and religion in Black popular culture. Smith-Shomade believes that
acknowledging and comprehending the foundations of Black spirituality and Black church religiosity
within Black popular culture provide a way for viewers, listeners, and users not only to endure but
also to revitalize.
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