
sustainable in business meaning
sustainable in business meaning refers to the concept of conducting business
practices that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs. This involves integrating
social, environmental, and economic considerations into business strategies
and operations. The importance of sustainability in business has grown
significantly as corporate responsibility and consumer awareness have
increased. Companies are now recognizing that sustainable practices not only
enhance their brand value but also contribute to long-term profitability and
risk management. This article will explore the meaning of sustainability in
business, its components, benefits, and strategies for implementation, along
with real-world examples to illustrate these concepts.
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Understanding Sustainable Business

Sustainable business practices focus on creating economic value while
minimizing negative environmental impacts and promoting social equity. This
concept extends beyond mere compliance with regulations; it involves a
proactive approach to improving business operations and strategies. The
driving force behind sustainability is the recognition that businesses
operate within a broader ecosystem, and their actions can significantly
influence environmental and social outcomes.

At its core, sustainability in business is about balancing economic growth
with ecological stewardship and social responsibility. Companies must
consider how their products, services, and operations impact the environment
and society. This holistic view encourages businesses to innovate and adopt
practices that benefit all stakeholders, including customers, employees,
communities, and the environment.



Components of Sustainability in Business

To fully grasp the meaning of sustainability in business, it is essential to
understand its three main components, often referred to as the triple bottom
line: economic viability, environmental protection, and social equity.

Economic Viability

Economic viability refers to a business's ability to generate profit while
ensuring long-term sustainability. This means developing strategies that not
only focus on short-term financial gains but also consider long-term
financial health and resilience. Businesses that prioritize economic
viability often invest in innovation, efficiency, and sustainable growth.

Environmental Protection

Environmental protection involves minimizing the ecological footprint of
business operations. Companies can achieve this by reducing emissions,
conserving energy, managing waste responsibly, and utilizing sustainable
resources. Businesses that adopt environmentally friendly practices
contribute to the preservation of natural ecosystems and biodiversity.

Social Equity

Social equity emphasizes the importance of fair treatment and consideration
of all stakeholders. This includes ensuring fair labor practices, promoting
diversity and inclusion, and engaging with local communities. Businesses that
prioritize social equity build trust and loyalty among customers and
employees, enhancing their reputation and brand value.

Benefits of Sustainable Business Practices

Adopting sustainable practices in business can yield numerous benefits, both
tangible and intangible. By embracing sustainability, companies can improve
their operational efficiency, enhance their brand reputation, and increase
customer loyalty.

Cost Savings: Sustainable practices such as energy efficiency and waste
reduction can lead to significant cost savings.



Risk Management: Businesses that prioritize sustainability are better
equipped to manage risks associated with environmental regulations and
resource scarcity.

Brand Loyalty: Consumers are increasingly favoring brands that
demonstrate a commitment to sustainability, leading to stronger customer
loyalty.

Attracting Talent: Companies known for their sustainable practices often
attract top talent who want to work for socially responsible
organizations.

Innovation: The pursuit of sustainability drives innovation, prompting
businesses to develop new products and services that meet emerging
consumer needs.

Strategies for Implementing Sustainability

To successfully implement sustainability in business practices, organizations
can adopt various strategies that align with their goals and values. These
strategies should be integrated into the company’s overall business model and
culture.

Setting Clear Goals

Establishing specific, measurable sustainability goals is crucial for
effective implementation. These goals should be realistic and aligned with
the company's mission. For example, a business might aim to reduce its carbon
footprint by a certain percentage within a specific timeframe.

Engaging Stakeholders

Involving employees, customers, suppliers, and the community in
sustainability initiatives fosters a culture of collaboration and shared
responsibility. Engaging stakeholders can lead to innovative solutions and
enhance the impact of sustainability efforts.

Investing in Sustainable Technology

Utilizing technology can greatly enhance a company’s sustainability efforts.



Investments in renewable energy, energy-efficient equipment, and waste
management systems can drive operational improvements and reduce
environmental impact.

Real-World Examples of Sustainable Businesses

Numerous companies have successfully integrated sustainability into their
operations and have become leaders in their industries. These examples
illustrate the various approaches businesses can take toward sustainability.

Patagonia

Patagonia is a prime example of a company committed to environmental
sustainability. The outdoor apparel brand uses recycled materials, promotes
fair labor practices, and actively engages in environmental activism. Their
commitment to sustainability has built a loyal customer base and enhanced
their brand reputation.

Unilever

Unilever has implemented sustainability across its product portfolio,
focusing on reducing its environmental impact while improving health and
well-being for millions of consumers. Their Sustainable Living Plan aims to
halve the environmental footprint of their products while increasing the
positive social impact.

Challenges in Achieving Sustainability

While the benefits of sustainable business practices are clear, companies
often face challenges in their implementation. Understanding these challenges
is essential for developing effective strategies.

Cost Implications

Implementing sustainable practices can require significant upfront
investment, which may deter some businesses from pursuing these initiatives.
However, many companies find that the long-term savings and benefits outweigh
initial costs.



Resistance to Change

Organizational culture can be a barrier to sustainability efforts. Employees
and management may resist changes to established practices. Overcoming this
resistance often requires strong leadership and effective communication about
the benefits of sustainability.

The Future of Sustainable Business

The future of sustainable business is promising as more companies recognize
the value of integrating sustainability into their core operations. As
consumer demand for environmentally friendly products continues to grow,
businesses will be compelled to innovate and adapt.

Moreover, as governments worldwide implement stricter regulations on
environmental practices, companies prioritizing sustainability will be better
positioned to thrive in this evolving landscape. The ongoing shift towards a
circular economy, which emphasizes resource efficiency and waste reduction,
will further drive sustainable business practices in the coming years.

Q: What is the definition of sustainable business?
A: Sustainable business refers to a business model that focuses on creating
long-term value by balancing economic, environmental, and social
considerations in its operations and strategies.

Q: Why is sustainability important for businesses?
A: Sustainability is important for businesses because it enhances brand
reputation, reduces operational costs, mitigates risks, increases customer
loyalty, and fosters innovation.

Q: How can businesses measure their sustainability
efforts?
A: Businesses can measure their sustainability efforts through various
metrics, including carbon footprint analysis, waste reduction statistics,
employee engagement surveys, and sustainability reporting using established
frameworks.



Q: What are some common sustainable practices in
business?
A: Common sustainable practices include energy efficiency initiatives, waste
management and recycling programs, sustainable sourcing of materials, and
promoting diversity and inclusion in the workplace.

Q: What challenges do businesses face in becoming
sustainable?
A: Businesses often face challenges such as high initial costs, resistance to
change within the organization, lack of expertise, and difficulties in
measuring sustainability impact.

Q: Can small businesses implement sustainable
practices?
A: Yes, small businesses can implement sustainable practices by starting with
manageable changes, such as reducing energy use, minimizing waste, and
sourcing sustainable products, which can be tailored to their scale and
resources.

Q: What role do consumers play in promoting
sustainable business practices?
A: Consumers play a critical role in promoting sustainable business practices
by choosing to support brands that prioritize sustainability, providing
feedback, and advocating for environmentally friendly products and policies.

Q: How does sustainability affect a company's bottom
line?
A: Sustainability can positively affect a company's bottom line by reducing
costs, increasing efficiency, attracting new customers, and enhancing brand
loyalty, ultimately leading to improved profitability over time.

Q: What trends are shaping the future of sustainable
business?
A: Key trends shaping the future of sustainable business include the rise of
circular economy principles, increased consumer demand for transparency,
advancements in green technology, and growing regulatory pressures for



environmental accountability.

Q: How can technology support sustainable business
practices?
A: Technology can support sustainable business practices through innovations
in energy efficiency, waste management systems, data analytics for tracking
sustainability metrics, and the development of sustainable products and
services.
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  sustainable in business meaning: Understanding Sustainability Performance in Business
Organizations Jean-Pierre Imbrogiano, 2022-11-30 This book sheds new light on the role businesses
can play in contributing to sustainability objectives, and how governance actors can better
encourage their contributions. Jean-Pierre Imbrogiano introduces and empirically investigates the
concept of sustainability performance in businesses, which reveals how achieving social and
environmental objectives is experienced within business organizations. He focuses on supply chain
management as a key part in this process and looks at how this has evolved to become a vital sector
in the global business landscape. He further considers the current practices of governance actors
which aim to enable sustainability performance in businesses. Labelled as a ‘sustainability service
industry’, these actors include international, national, and industry sustainability initiatives,
sustainability standard setters, business consultancies and rating agencies, as well as sustainable
supply chain managers in corporations. Overall, this book calls for a conceptual reorientation in
business sustainability scholarship, and points towards a challenging agenda for change in the
sustainability service industry. Understanding Sustainability Performance in Business Organizations
will be of great interest to students and scholars of sustainable business, business ethics, corporate
social responsibility, sustainable supply chain management, and sustainability governance.
  sustainable in business meaning: Sustainability of Business in the Context of
Environmental Management Kamlesh Pritwani, 2019-05-13 Sustainability of Business in the
Context of Environmental Management studies the newly emerged concept of ‘sustainable business’
in view of the growing Indian economy. It explores the current corporate social responsibility
practices adopted with special reference to environmental management in Indian companies. The
book compares the legal, financial, economic, industrial, and social behavioural aspects. Out of these
aspects, industrial aspect in view of ‘environmental management’ is discussed in detail. It also
explores the forces driving the changing relationship between business and society and corporate
leadership reacting to environmental challenges. Finally, the book restates the concept of increasing
profitability through societal development. Please note: This volume is Co-published with The Energy
and Resources Institute Press, New Delhi. Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback
in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
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  sustainable in business meaning: Sustainable Business Development David L. Rainey,
2010-05-20 In a turbulent business environment, leaders must begin to think more broadly about
what a corporation is and how it can create a richer future. With the globalisation of the world's
economies, the intensification of competition, and quantum leaps in technological development, the
insular and static strategic thinking of many global corporations has become inadequate for
understanding the business environment and determining strategic direction. This 2006 book
provides comprehensive and practical analysis of what sustainable business development (SBD) is
and how companies can use it to make a significant difference. Case studies of companies in the US,
Europe, the Pacific Rim and South America demonstrate that achieving innovation and integration
depends on a comprehensive understanding of all of the forces which drive change and responding
to them with fresh ways of strategic thinking. It is compulsory reading for MBA students and
executives as well as professional readers.
  sustainable in business meaning: Teaching Business Sustainability Chris Galea, 2017-11-28
There are many challenges facing educators in the field of sustainability. This text aims to analyze
the state of the art in teaching business sustainability worldwide, and what teaching practices and
tools are achieving successful results.
  sustainable in business meaning: Get Paid For What You’ve Lived Through. Life
Experience As Monetizable Value Ahmed Musa , 2025-05-30 You’ve been through things. Real
things. Wins. Losses. Pain. Growth. Survival. And here’s what no one tells you: That story… that
experience… is worth money. Get Paid For What You’ve Lived Through is the street-smart, soul-deep
guide to turning your life journey into value the world will gladly pay for. No degrees required. No
credentials needed. Just truth, transformation, and the guts to share it. Inside, you’ll discover: How
to extract your most valuable lessons and package them into products, services, or coaching Why
your mess is often your most profitable message The storytelling framework that turns pain into
purpose—and purpose into profit Real examples of ordinary people who cashed in on extraordinary
life experience If you’ve ever thought, “Who would pay for what I’ve been through?”—this book will
show you exactly who, why, and how. Because you don’t need more info. You need to realize… you
are the offer. Read this. Own your story. And finally get paid—not for what you learned in school, but
for what you survived in life.
  sustainable in business meaning: Green Business , 2012-07-15 Gain the Eco-Advantage in
Today's Business World! Do you have a go green or go home attitude? If so, you've got the right
outlook for today's business world. Discover how to establish your business as a green
business-starting at the ground level, and starting now! From helping you explore
environmentally-friendly opportunities to choosing eco-friendly means of production, our experts
take you step by step, and show you how to protect our planet while building your business. Learn
business basics with a green twist including financing, office setup, day-to-day operations and so
much more! Discover your business and your green competitive edge Create a sustainable business
model-no matter what business you choose Get funding from green lenders Manage your company's
carbon footprint Incorporate practical and innovative, earth-friendly solutions at every stage
Establish an environmentally responsible business culture Use effective marketing to capture
customers and keep them coming back And more Plus, gain innovative insights, ideas, and concepts
from 22 successful green businesses! The First Three Years In addition to industry specific
information, you’ll also tap into Entrepreneur’s more than 30 years of small business expertise via
the 2nd section of the guide - Start Your Own Business. SYOB offers critical startup essentials and a
current, comprehensive view of what it takes to survive the crucial first three years, giving your
exactly what you need to survive and succeed. Plus, you’ll get advice and insight from experts and
practicing entrepreneurs, all offering common-sense approaches and solutions to a wide range of
challenges. • Pin point your target market • Uncover creative financing for startup and growth •
Use online resources to streamline your business plan • Learn the secrets of successful marketing •
Discover digital and social media tools and how to use them • Take advantage of hundreds of
resources • Receive vital forms, worksheets and checklists • From startup to retirement, millions of



entrepreneurs and small business owners have trusted Entrepreneur to point them in the right
direction. We’ll teach you the secrets of the winners, and give you exactly what you need to lay the
groundwork for success. BONUS: Entrepreneur’s Startup Resource Kit! Every small business is
unique. Therefore, it’s essential to have tools that are customizable depending on your business’s
needs. That’s why with Entrepreneur is also offering you access to our Startup Resource Kit. Get
instant access to thousands of business letters, sales letters, sample documents and more – all at
your fingertips! You’ll find the following: The Small Business Legal Toolkit When your business
dreams go from idea to reality, you’re suddenly faced with laws and regulations governing nearly
every move you make. Learn how to stay in compliance and protect your business from legal action.
In this essential toolkit, you’ll get answers to the “how do I get started?” questions every business
owner faces along with a thorough understanding of the legal and tax requirements of your
business. Sample Business Letters 1000+ customizable business letters covering each type of
written business communication you’re likely to encounter as you communicate with customers,
suppliers, employees, and others. Plus a complete guide to business communication that covers
every question you may have about developing your own business communication style. Sample
Sales Letters The experts at Entrepreneur have compliled more than 1000 of the most effective sales
letters covering introductions, prospecting, setting up appointments, cover letters, proposal letters,
the all-important follow-up letter and letters covering all aspects of sales operations to help you
make the sale, generate new customers and huge profits.
  sustainable in business meaning: Sustainability and Corporate Mechanisms in Asia
Ernest Lim, 2020-04-02 This book critically examines how corporate law and governance can be and
should be used to promote sustainability in Asia.
  sustainable in business meaning: Strategies and Approaches of Corporate Social
Responsibility Toward Multinational Enterprises Shaikh, Erum, 2024-01-04 The convergence of
corporate social responsibility (CSR), corporate strategy, and public policy has emerged as a critical
domain in contemporary business. The fundamental premise of corporate social responsibility is the
obligation a company bears to simultaneously address and tend to the multifaceted needs of its
clients, workforce, shareholders, communities, and the environment. The key to unlocking the dual
potential of generating both positive social impact and corporate value is found in this delicate
balance. Examining a wide array of empirical evidence, Strategies and Approaches of Corporate
Social Responsibility Toward Multinational Enterprises establishes the tangible linkages between
social responsibility initiatives and competitive advantages, offering invaluable insights for
organizations aspiring to attract top-tier talent and bolster brand reputation. Delving into the
nuances of corporate strategy, it elucidates the distinction between business strategy and corporate
strategy, underscoring the significant influence of CEO decisions on stakeholders directly or
indirectly associated with the organization. Designed to resonate with diverse audiences, including
corporate sectors, private organizations, banks, universities' faculty and students, industrialists, and
researchers, this book offers a roadmap for embracing and implementing novel approaches to CSR
for multinational enterprises. Employing strategic business models that prioritize sustainability and
responsive strategies, it heralds a new era of corporate excellence and organizational growth.
  sustainable in business meaning: Environmental, Social, Governance and Digital
Transformation in Organizations Andreia de bem Machado, Maria Jose Sousa, Andrea Brambilla,
Antonio Pesqueira, Alvaro Rocha, 2025-06-07 This book investigates the dynamic interaction
between environmental, social and governance (ESG) programs and digital transformation,
addressing important themes such as corporate governance, ethical leadership, stakeholder
engagement and sustainability in a digital age. Exploring a range of sectors, it examines the impact
of AI on governance, child protection and smart cities, along with the integration of ESG strategies
in healthcare, waste management and Industry 4.0. Through case studies and analysis, he highlights
challenges such as technological stress, while offering insights into sustainable business ecosystems,
strategic leadership and transparency. The 22-chapter book bridges the gap between academia and
the sector, presenting innovative frameworks and practical solutions to promote resilient, ethical



and sustainable digital transformation.
  sustainable in business meaning: Corporate Social Responsibility and Regulatory
Governance P. Utting, J. Marques, 2009-11-12 This is the first of two volumes that examine the
changing nature of state-business relations. This book assesses the potential and limits of CSR in
developing countries, by focusing on aspects that are often ignored in the CSR literature: historical
experience, theoretical perspectives, and institutional and political dimensions of change.
  sustainable in business meaning: The Role of Business in Global Sustainability
Transformations Dalia D’Amato, Anne Toppinen, Robert Kozak, 2022-11-23 Drawing on
contributions from more than thirty scholars and experts in the field, this book examines the role of
business as an enabler, as an inhibitor, and ultimately as a co-actor in global sustainability
transformations expected over the next few decades. The Role of Business in Global Sustainability
Transformations employs several theoretical perspectives and provides abundant examples and
cases to discuss a variety of emerging concepts, phenomena, and trends shaping business
sustainability. Weaving through the chapters, the editors present core tensions and sources of
inertia towards transformative change, and acknowledge that envisioning multiple solutions and
pathways are possible and desirable. They advocate for the need to align visions, actions and time
horizons between policy, society and business in addressing the interlinked socio-ecological
challenges that our society currently faces. This book will be an important resource for scholars and
professionals working in the field of sustainability and sustainable business, and a vital educational
text for students interested in this discipline.
  sustainable in business meaning: The SAGE Handbook of Responsible Management Learning
and Education Dirk C. Moosmayer, Oliver Laasch, Carole Parkes, Kenneth G. Brown, 2020-08-10
Reflecting the rapid rise in popularity of recent initiatives such as the UN Principles for Responsible
Management Education (PRME), this handbook exhaustively covers a variety of responsible
management, learning and education topics, and provides an invaluable roadmap for this
fast-developing field. Covering various perspectives on the topic, right through to contexts, methods,
outcomes and beyond, this volume will be an invaluable integrative resource for practitioners and
researchers alike, and is designed to serve a range of communities that deal with topics related to
sustainability, responsibility and ethics in management learning and education.
  sustainable in business meaning: The Routledge Companion to Corporate Social
Responsibility Thomas Maak, Nicola Pless, Marc Orlitzky, Sukhbir Sandhu, 2021-08-25 While the
concept and domain of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) are not new—its beginnings can be
tracked back to the 1960s—its scope, urgency, and relevance have shifted dramatically in recent
years. CEO responses show that the majority of business leaders understand that they operate in an
environment of contested values and that stakeholders expect companies to do better and more.
However, many corporate incentive systems are not in sync with societal norms and expectations.
Moreover, grand challenges such as climate change and global pandemics and growing
interconnectedness shed light on the fault lines of value creation through complex supply chain
systems, exposing unacceptable working conditions, modern slavery, and the environmental
consequences of highly distributed production at any cost. As a consequence, corporate social
responsibility has become a widely accepted common denominator of the role and responsibilities of
business in society, ranging from core functions such as health, safety, and environment standards,
to governance and recognition of stakeholders, supply chain design, and corporations’ stand on
climate change and its responsibility to future generations. This volume assembles state-of-the-art
scholarship from leading scholars in the field and enables a full range view of CSR, from its roots,
normative foundations, and institutional perspectives to matters of stakeholding, the global value
chain, social innovation, and future directions. The Routledge Companion to Corporate Social
Responsibility represents a prestige reference work providing an overview of the subject area of
CSR for academics, researchers, postgraduate students, as well as reflective practitioners.
  sustainable in business meaning: The Nature of Business Giles Hutchins, 2013-05-01
Naturally, nature has already shown us the way to solve many human problems, from deciphering



simple engineering puzzles to unlocking the mysteries of flight. In The Nature of Business, author
Giles Hutchins makes a compelling case for applying the same principles of biomimicry to the
development of a new business paradigm. He demonstrates clearly how behaviors and organizations
found in nature can be applied to help companies flourish in chaotic and uncertain times. Eclipsing
current approaches to responsible and green business, Hutchins' focus is on the emergence of new
ways of operating and creating value in an increasingly volatile and interconnected world. He
presents the challenges to the prevailing business as usual model, explains the pressing need for
transformational change, and reveals the concepts and mindsets necessary to inspire the businesses
of tomorrow, including: Resilience Optimization and adaptation Systems integration Values-based
navigation and life-building activities. Showcasing the pioneers of the new paradigm through a
multitude of examples and case studies, The Nature of Business presents the tools and techniques
required to effect the transformation to an organization fit for purpose, fit for the future, and
inspired by nature.
  sustainable in business meaning: Research Anthology on Cross-Industry Challenges of
Industry 4.0 Management Association, Information Resources, 2021-02-05 As Industry 4.0 brings on
a new bout of transformation and fundamental changes in various industries, the traditional
manufacturing and production methods are falling to the wayside. Industrial processes must
embrace modern technology and the most recent trends to keep up with the times. With “smart
factories”; the automation of information and data; and the inclusion of IoT, AI technologies,
robotics, and cloud computing comes new challenges to tackle. These changes are creating new
threats in security, reliability, the regulations around legislation and standardization of technologies,
malfunctioning devices or operational disruptions, and more. These effects span a variety of
industries and need to be discussed. Research Anthology on Cross-Industry Challenges of Industry
4.0 explores the challenges that have risen as multidisciplinary industries adapt to the Fourth
Industrial Revolution. With a shifting change in technology, operations, management, and business
models, the impacts of Industry 4.0 and digital transformation will be long-lasting and will forever
change the face of manufacturing and production. This book highlights a cross-industry view of
these challenges, the impacts they have, potential solutions, and the technological advances that
have brought about these new issues. It is ideal for mechanical engineers, electrical engineers,
manufacturers, supply chain managers, logistics specialists, investors, managers, policymakers,
production scientists, researchers, academicians, and students looking for cross-industry research
on the challenges associated with Industry 4.0.
  sustainable in business meaning: The Greening of European Business under EU Law
Beate Sjåfjell, Anja Wiesbrock, 2014-11-13 The relationship between environmentally sustainable
development and company and business law has emerged in recent years as a matter of major
concern for many scholars, policy-makers, businesses and nongovernmental organisations. This book
offers a conceptual analysis of the principles of sustainable development and environmental
integration in the EU legal system. It particularly focuses on Article 11 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), which states that EU activities must integrate
environmental protection requirements and emphasise the promotion of sustainable development.
The book gives an overview of the role played by the environmental integration principle in EU law,
both at the level of European legislation and at the level of Member State practice. Contributors to
the volume identify and analyse the main legal issues related to the importance of Article 11 TFEU in
various policy areas of EU law affecting European businesses, such as company law, insurance and
state aid. In drawing together these strands the book sets out the requirements of environmental
integration and examines its impact on the regulation of business in the EU. The book will be of
great use and interest to students and researchers of business law, environment law, and EU law.
  sustainable in business meaning: ESG and Total Quality Management in Human
Resources Papademetriou, Christos, Anastasiadou, Sofia, Ragazou, Konstantina, Garefalakis,
Alexandros, Papalexandris, Stylianos, 2024-06-17 As businesses navigate the complex landscape of
environmental sustainability and corporate responsibility, they often need help to effectively



integrate Environmental, Social, and Corporate Governance (ESG) principles with Total Quality
Management (TQM) practices. This disconnect hinders their ability to meet evolving consumer
demands, comply with stringent regulations, and achieve long-term sustainability goals. The lack of
integration between ESG and TQM also leads to missed opportunities for synergies and efficiencies,
ultimately impacting the bottom line. ESG and Total Quality Management in Human Resources
addresses this critical challenge by providing a comprehensive framework for integrating ESG and
TQM principles, particularly within human resources. Based on the latest research and real-world
examples, this book offers actionable insights and solutions for integrating ESG and TQM practices
to improve organizational sustainability and performance. It equips business leaders, managers, and
academics with the tools and knowledge needed to navigate the complexities of sustainability and
quality management in today's competitive business environment.
  sustainable in business meaning: Local Activity Principle: The Cause Of Complexity And
Symmetry Breaking Klaus Mainzer, Leon O Chua, 2013-03-15 The principle of local activity explains
the emergence of complex patterns in a homogeneous medium. At first defined in the theory of
nonlinear electronic circuits in a mathematically rigorous way, it can be generalized and proven at
least for the class of nonlinear reaction-diffusion systems in physics, chemistry, biology, and brain
research. Recently, it was realized by memristors for nanoelectronic device applications. In general,
the emergence of complex patterns and structures is explained by symmetry breaking in
homogeneous media, which is caused by local activity. This book argues that the principle of local
activity is really fundamental in science, and can even be identified in quantum cosmology as
symmetry breaking of local gauge symmetries generating the complexity of matter and forces in our
universe. Applications are considered in economic, financial, and social systems with the emergence
of equilibrium states, symmetry breaking at critical points of phase transitions and risky acting at
the edge of chaos./a
  sustainable in business meaning: Marginality Joachim von Braun, Franz W. Gatzweiler,
2013-08-19 This book takes a new approach on understanding causes of extreme poverty and
promising actions to address it. Its focus is on marginality being a root cause of poverty and
deprivation. “Marginality” is the position of people on the edge, preventing their access to
resources, freedom of choices, and the development of capabilities. The book is research based with
original empirical analyses at local, national, and local scales; book contributors are leaders in their
fields and have backgrounds in different disciplines. An important message of the book is that
economic and ecological approaches and institutional innovations need to be integrated to overcome
marginality. The book will be a valuable source for development scholars and students, actors that
design public policies, and for social innovators in the private sector and non-governmental
organizations.​
  sustainable in business meaning: Communication in Responsible Business Roger N.
Conaway, 2012-08-09 Stakeholders today want to know about your company’s social and
environmental performance. Effectively communicating these topics has become critical to economic
success. This book offers an extensive toolbox of the most effective instruments that can help you,
and each chapter provides specific examples of how to communicate social and cause-related
marketing, sustainability reporting, issues and crisis communication, vision, mission statements and
codes, and web-based stakeholder communication. You will find hands-on concepts and actual
illustrations. Chapter cases provide rich practical coverage and translate concepts into solutions for
dayto- day business realities.
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