small business cpas near me

small business cpas near me are essential partners for entrepreneurs seeking to navigate the
complex world of finance and compliance. Small Business Certified Public Accountants (CPAs) offer
a full range of services, from tax preparation to financial consulting, which can help business owners
optimize their operations and achieve their financial goals. In today’s competitive market, finding
the right CPA near you can significantly impact your business's success. This article will explore the
benefits of working with small business CPAs, key services they provide, how to choose the right
one, and frequently asked questions to help you make an informed decision.
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Understanding Small Business CPAs

Small business CPAs are licensed professionals who specialize in accounting services tailored to the
unique needs of small businesses. Unlike general accountants, CPAs have passed rigorous
examinations and met strict educational requirements, which qualifies them to provide a higher level
of service. They are also authorized to represent clients before the IRS, making them invaluable
during audits or disputes.

These professionals understand the challenges small business owners face, such as cash flow
management, tax obligations, and regulatory compliance. Their expertise enables them to provide
sound financial advice, ensuring that your business remains compliant while maximizing
profitability.

Types of Small Business CPAs

Small business CPAs can vary in their focus and expertise. Some may specialize in a particular
industry, while others may offer a broader range of services. Common types of small business CPAs
include:

e Tax Accountants: Focus primarily on tax preparation and planning.



e Forensic Accountants: Specialize in investigating financial discrepancies and fraud.
e Management Accountants: Offer strategic advice and help in business planning.

¢ Audit CPAs: Conduct audits to ensure compliance with regulations.

Key Services Offered by Small Business CPAs

Small business CPAs offer a variety of services that can aid in managing your business's financial
health. Understanding these services can help you determine what you need from a CPA.

Tax Preparation and Planning

Tax preparation is one of the most critical services offered by CPAs. They ensure that your business
complies with all tax regulations and takes advantage of any applicable deductions and credits. In
addition, they can help you develop a tax strategy that minimizes your tax liability and prepares you
for future tax obligations.

Bookkeeping Services

Accurate bookkeeping is vital for any business, and CPAs can provide comprehensive bookkeeping
services. This includes maintaining financial records, managing accounts payable and receivable,
and reconciling bank statements. Good bookkeeping lays the foundation for accurate financial
reporting and tax preparation.

Financial Consulting

Many small business CPAs also offer consulting services that can help you make informed decisions
about your business. This may include cash flow analysis, budgeting assistance, and financial
forecasting. These insights are crucial for strategic planning and can help you navigate periods of
growth or uncertainty.

Payroll Services

Managing payroll can be time-consuming and complex. Small business CPAs can handle payroll
processing, ensuring that employees are paid accurately and on time while also managing payroll
taxes and compliance with labor laws.



How to Choose the Right Small Business CPA

Choosing the right CPA for your small business is crucial for your financial health. Here are several
factors to consider when making your decision:

Experience and Qualifications

When selecting a CPA, consider their experience and qualifications. Look for CPAs who have worked
with businesses similar to yours and have a solid understanding of your industry. It’s also essential
to confirm that they hold a valid CPA license and relevant certifications.

Services Offered

Evaluate the range of services offered by potential CPAs. Ensure that they provide the specific
services you need, whether it’s tax preparation, bookkeeping, or financial consulting. A CPA who can
handle multiple aspects of your business's finances can be more valuable than one who specializes in
a single area.

Reputation and References

Research the CPA’s reputation in the community. Look for reviews, testimonials, or references from
other small business owners. A reputable CPA will likely have a track record of satisfied clients who
can vouch for their services.

Communication Style

Effective communication is essential for a successful relationship with your CPA. Choose someone
who is responsive, approachable, and willing to explain complex financial concepts in a way you can
understand. This will make your collaboration more productive.

The Benefits of Hiring Local CPAs

Hiring local small business CPAs can offer several unique advantages. Their understanding of local
regulations, tax laws, and economic conditions can be instrumental in providing relevant advice
tailored to your business needs.



Personalized Service

Local CPAs often provide more personalized service compared to larger firms. They are more likely
to take the time to understand your business and build a relationship based on trust and familiarity.

Networking Opportunities

Working with local CPAs can also open doors to networking opportunities within your community.
They often know other business owners and can provide valuable introductions that may lead to
partnerships or new clients.

Accessibility

Choosing a CPA near you ensures that you have easier access for meetings and discussions. This
proximity can facilitate prompt communication and faster responses to your inquiries, which is
critical in a fast-paced business environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the average cost of hiring a small business CPA?

A: The cost of hiring a small business CPA can vary widely depending on the services required, the
CPA’s experience, and your location. On average, small business owners can expect to pay between
$150 to $400 per hour for CPA services.

Q: How can a CPA help my small business save money?

A: A CPA can help your small business save money through effective tax planning, identifying
deductions, and implementing cost-saving strategies. They can also assist in budgeting and
forecasting to help manage cash flow.

Q: What should I prepare before meeting with a CPA?

A: Before meeting with a CPA, gather necessary financial documents such as tax returns, bank
statements, profit and loss statements, and any other relevant financial records. This will help the
CPA understand your business's financial position.



Q: How often should I meet with my CPA?

A: Tt is advisable to meet with your CPA at least quarterly to review your financial performance and
tax obligations. However, more frequent meetings may be necessary during critical periods, such as
tax season or when making significant business decisions.

Q: Can a CPA assist with business formation and compliance?

A: Yes, many small business CPAs can assist with business formation, including choosing the right
business structure (LLC, corporation, etc.) and ensuring compliance with all local, state, and federal
regulations.

Q: What qualifications should I look for in a small business
CPA?

A: Look for a CPA with a valid license, relevant certifications, and experience in your industry.
Additionally, strong communication skills and a good reputation in the community are important
factors to consider.

Q: Are online CPAs a good option for small businesses?

A: Online CPAs can be a good option for many small businesses, especially if they offer the services
you need and have a solid reputation. However, ensure that communication and accessibility are not
compromised.

Q: How do I know if my CPA is providing good value?

A: Assess the value your CPA provides by evaluating the quality of their advice, the accuracy of their
work, and their responsiveness to your needs. Regularly reviewing your financial health and
progress toward your goals can also indicate their effectiveness.

Q: What happens if I have a dispute with my CPA?

A: If you have a dispute with your CPA, first try to resolve it through direct communication. If that
fails, you may consider seeking mediation or filing a complaint with the state board of accountancy,
depending on the nature of the issue.

Q: Is it essential for a CPA to have experience with small
businesses?

A: While not strictly necessary, it is highly beneficial for a CPA to have experience with small
businesses. They will better understand the unique challenges and opportunities that small
businesses face and provide tailored advice accordingly.
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small business cpas near me: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2021 Barbara Weltman,
2020-11-23 Minimize your taxes and maximize your refund with this expert guide to your small
business tax return Taxes remain one of the biggest headaches and costs for small businesses
around the United States. ]J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2021 delivers an approachable but
expert guide in legally limiting your tax liabilities while maximizing your deductions and credits.
You'll be in great hands as Barbara Weltman - attorney, expert, and author - shows you what tax
relief is available to you and how to claim it. You'll discover how to: Make tax-savvy business
decisions Take advantage of COVID-19-related tax breaks Pick the right forms to claim available
deductions and credits Use legal and effective tax strategies to minimize your taxes payable Use
sample forms and checklists to get organized Keep the right records in case the IRS comes calling
Whether you're filing your small business’ taxes or you work with a tax professional, J.K. Lasser's
Small Business Taxes 2021 will walk you through the tax process for 2020 returns and tax planning
for 2021 to optimize your tax savings and minimize your audit exposure.

small business cpas near me: Closing the Tax Gap and the Impact on Small Business United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business, 2005

small business cpas near me: Six Steps to Small Business Success Bert Doerhoff, Lowell
Lillge, David Lucier, R. Sean Manning, C. Gregory Orcutt, 2014-07-01 * The first edition of this book
won the prestigious Book of the Year Award presented by the Professional Association of Small
Business Accountants Many entrepreneurs fail, not because they have bad ideas, but because they
don't have the knowledge it takes to convert their ideas into success. In Six Steps to Small Business
Success, five seasoned CPAs provide practical advice, step-by-step guidance, and proven ideas to
help you dream big, think realistically, and plan and manage carefully, ultimately achieving more
than you ever imagined. Take these six simple steps to convert your dreams into reality: 1.
PRE-BUSINESS PLANNING. Learn from others who have succeeded how a little front end planning
can ensure your success. 2. START-UP: FINANCES, BUDGETS, AND NUMBERS. Discover the key
fundamentals that must be put in place for your business to grow. 3. HUMAN
RESOURCES(PEOPLE). Learn best practices in hiring, training, managing, and terminating
employees. 4. OPERATIONS: WORK FLOW, CUSTOMERS, AND SALES. Learn how to make good
decisions about products and customers. 5. BUILDING A SALABLE BUSINESS AND THE SALE.
Learn how to plan for your eventual sale. 6. TRANSITIONING TO LIFE AFTER BUSINESS. Finally,
learn how to plan for life after work - personal adjustments, wealth management, leaving a legacy.

small business cpas near me: The Small Business Owner's Manual Joe Kennedy,
2005-06-15 An Owner's Manual provides fast, practical, and direct advice and that's what you get
with this book! The Small Business Owner's Manual is useful for newly minted entrepreneurs as well
as seasoned business owners and can be read from cover-to-cover or to quickly look up information
in the midst of a crisis. For example: Choose among 13 ways to get new financing and the 17 steps
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to building a winning loan package. Weigh the pros and cons among 8 legal structures, from
corporations to LLCs. Write winning ads and analyze 16 advertising and marketing alternatives
including the latest in Search Engine Marketing and Search Engine Optimization. Develop a
powerful business plan in half the time. Learn to sell products and services by considering 10
possible sales and distribution channels. Discover the latest trends to quickly and inexpensively set
up a website and e-store. Get taxes paid on time, collect from deadbeats, protect the business from
litigation, and get legal agreements with teeth by effectively finding and partnering with CPAs and
attorneys. Get a quick overview of the 14 top forms of business insurance including workers comp
and medical. Looking to lease? Exploit a comprehensive review of the top 18 critical factors used to
evaluate locations and 24 of the most important clauses in lease agreements. Understand the legal
side of hiring, firing, and managing employees and contractors. Minimize taxes by learning the
ins-and-outs of business income taxes, the top 5 payroll taxes, sales and use taxes, common tax
dodges, and the latest loopholes for business owners. Filing schedules, form names, form numbers,
and download links are also included. Credit cards are critical these days, so learn how the system
really works and minimize chargebacks, disputes and headaches. Includes 35 important definitions
and 12 ways to minimize fraud and lots more too! Joe Kennedy has more than twenty years of
experience in operating and working with hundreds of small businesses, a degree in finance and an
MBA. He knows how entrepreneurs think and their drive to get to the essence of an issue, make the
right decision, and quickly move on. Impatient business owners will prefer this book since only the
most relevant information is provided. A few bigger books are out there but this one is not puffed out
with clutter and other information you already knew. With years of experience in the IT industry, Joe
knows a lot about the Internet too so the content here is better than web-based searches. The Small
Business Owner's Manual is great for those starting a business, operators of existing enterprises, or
as a gift.

small business cpas near me: What Your CPA Isn't Telling You Mark Kohler, 2011-03-01
Tackling the fundamental question asked by all taxpayers - “How can I save on my taxes?,” attorney
and CPA Mark Kohler empowers frustrated taxpayers to dismiss the common CPA jargon that their
tax payment “is what it is” and ignore widely used tax talk like “you just make too much money.”
Kohler reveals 8 life-changing tax principles, and teaches both wage earners and business owners
how to apply fundamental, but underutilized tax strategies to achieve huge tax savings, greater
wealth, and ultimately, a winning pursuit of the American Dream. Kohler presents wage earners with
applicable strategies beyond writing off mortgage interest and contributing more to their IRA.
Following the story of a typical family, tax payers discover the undeniable benefit of owning a side/or
small business, how hiring their spouse and children can help their bottom line, the financial
windfall that comes with owning rental real estate, and the secret success behind self directing their
retirement plan, which is something 9 out of 10 CPAs don’t know or don’t talk about! Small business
owners uncover new avenues for adding to their bottom line including how to save on health care
and legitimate bookkeeping techniques that can put thousands back in their pocket—all illustrated
through checklists, charts and templates available in the additional resources toolkit provided by
Kohler.
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United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Courts and
Intellectual Property, 2000
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Business, 2007
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small business cpas near me: National Small Business Week United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Small Business, 2003

small business cpas near me: Small Businesses and Tax Reform United States, United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means. Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures, 2011

small business cpas near me: A Crash Course on Financial Statements for Small
Business Owners David H. Bangs, 2010-09 Put Your Financial Statements to Work Are you a small
business owner seeking to get a better grasp on your business financials? Led by small business
expert David H. Bangs, take this crash course and learn how to read and understand your financial
statements, and discover the answers to necessary questions like: Am I really profitable? Am I going
to continue to be profitable? How can I get my business under control? Where can things go wrong?
How can I secure financing? Supported by worksheets, templates, and visual tools, you’ll learn how
to interpret your income statement, balance sheet and statement of cash flow, uncovering your
business’s financial story and allowing you to spot and avoid trouble, set financial goals, forecast for
the future, and more. Take this crash course and put your financial statements to work for you!
DAVID H. BANGS has been working with small business owners for more than twenty years. His
career has included positions as commercial loan officer for Bank of America; manager of the Exeter
Business Information Center, a pilot program sponsored by the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston and
founder of Upstart Publishing Company. He is also the author of Business Plans Made Easy and The
Business Planning Guide.

small business cpas near me: Tax Savvy for Small Business Frederick W. Daily, 2021-01-06
Create a business tax strategy that will save you time, energy, and money Getting your tax matters
on track will free up your time to do what really counts: run a profitable business. Tax Savvy for
Small Business shows you how to: deduct operating expenses deduct travel, vehicle, and meal
expenses take advantage of tax credits write off long-term assets compare business structures keep
solid business records, and handle an IRS audit. This completely updated edition of Tax Savvy for
Small Business covers new tax rules under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act) and how those rules affect small business owners. Completely updated to cover the
new Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).

small business cpas near me: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2017 Barbara Weltman,
2016-10-17 The ultimate money-saving tax guide for the small business owner J.K. Lasser's Small
Business Taxes is designed to help business owners make sense of their taxes and file correctly, on
time, without over- or under-paying. Maximize your bottom line with a complete listing of all
available business expense deductions, small business tax planning strategies, and the most
up-to-date tax laws and requirements, including plain-English instructions on how to qualify, how to
claim, and how to file. There's an e-supplement with the latest tax developments from the IRS and
Congress. From employee wages and advertising, to repairs, rents, debts, and more, this book
answers all of your questions about your 2016 filing. Stop wading through mountains of paperwork
and browsing sketchy tax advice'this book puts America's most trusted tax advisors to work for your
business. Detailed guidance includes recordkeeping requirements, dollar limits, sample forms, and
checklists, and even shows you exactly which line on which form needs what information'and where
to find it. Business taxes have so many moving parts that putting it all together can seem more
difficult than actually running your business in the first place. J.K. Lasser puts a stop to the madness
by breaking down the requirements, forms, and processes into a sensible workflow, with expert help
that can save your business money. Organize your recordkeeping for a more streamlined filing Claim
income and losses from business, property, and capital gains Identify the many business expenses
that qualify as deductions Learn professional planning strategies specifically for small businesses
Work more efficiently with your own tax advisor You're an expert on your business, not taxes. Unless
you're inclined to moonlight as a tax accountant, you need a trusted expert on your side to help you
keep more money where it belongs'in your business. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes is the
ultimate guide to filing quickly, correctly, and with less stress, so you can get filed and get back to
work.



small business cpas near me: ].K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2016 Barbara Weltman,
2015-10-02 Stop overpaying on your small business taxes! J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2016
helps small business owners maximize their bottom line with straightforward, yet comprehensive
guidance from the most trusted name in tax. Featuring a complete listing of all available business
expense deductions, including dollar limits and record-keeping requirements, this book helps you
quickly determine what kind of tax relief is available to you, and how to take it—all the way down to
where to claim deductions on the forms themselves. Tax facts, strategies, and the latest up-to-date
information help ensure that you don't miss out on money-saving opportunities, and sample forms
and checklists help you get organized and submit a complete and proper filing. You're an expert on
your business, not on taxes. But you still have to pay them. Millions of small business owners pay too
much because they lack the time and expertise to identify deductions designed with them in mind.
This book aims to put a stop to overpayment in 2016, so you can put more of your time and money
back where it belongs. Simplify tax time and focus on your business Reduce your tax bill easily and
legally Find the answers that are relevant to your business Understand deductions and how to take
them properly As a small business owner, your plate is full just keeping your business going. You
don't have the time or energy to start a second career as a tax accountant, yet you don't want to
overpay the IRS when that money could do great things for your business. J.K. Lasser's Small
Business Taxes 2016 is your solution manual for a streamlined tax time and substantial tax savings.

small business cpas near me: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2020 Barbara Weltman,
2019-11-11 Maximize your bottom line with the nation's most trusted small business tax guide J.K.
Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2020 is the small business owner's ultimate guide to a money-saving,
stress-free tax season. Providing straightforward advice from the nation's most trusted tax expert on
small business taxes, this book gives you the answers you need quickly, with clear, concise guidance.
Updated to cover changes from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and other legislation, this edition also
includes an e-supplement covering additional developments from Congress and the IRS to keep you
fully up-to-date. A complete listing of all available business deductions and credits helps you identify
those you qualify for, and includes critical information on dollar limits, recordkeeping requirements,
and how to actually take the write-off—all the way down to the IRS form to use. Organizational and
planning strategies help you get through the process quickly and with fewer headaches, and this
year's changes to the tax laws are explained in terms of how they affect your filing. Keeping up with
the intricacies of tax law and filing is a full-time job—but it's not your full-time job. You have a
business to run. This book gives you the guidance you need in the time that you have so you can get
taxes out of the way and get back to work. Learn which expenses qualify for deductions—and which
ones don't Adopt a more organized recordkeeping system to streamline the filing process Explore
small-business-specific strategies for starting or closing a business, running a sideline business, and
operating in multiple businesses Decode the various forms and worksheets correctly with
step-by-step guidance Audit-proof your return Review obligations for the “other taxes,” including
payroll and excise taxes Every year, millions of small business owners overpay their taxes because
they lack the time and expertise to make tax-sensitive business decisions throughout the year only to
learn that it’s too late to act when it comes to tax time. Now you can put your money back where it
belongs—in your business. ]J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2020 helps you take wise actions
during the year and tells you how to file completely and accurately while maximizing your bottom
line.

small business cpas near me: MAP Selected Readings, 1991

small business cpas near me: The Small Business Start-Up Guide Matthew Thompson,
Michael Giabrone, 2013-07-02 Filled with essential checklists, worksheets, and advice, The Small
Business Start-Up Guide will get you up and running! The Small Business Start-Up Guide is a
must-have for anyone starting a business. A complete overview of everything you need to know to
start successfully, it will save you time, effort, and money. Discover: Which business entity is right
for you How to formulate a complete business plan The ins and outs of bank laons and government
assistance The pros and cons of franchising Which professionals to consult and when Everything you



need to know about taxes and insurance Plus, get a great time-saving information, including: A
checklist of all the things you must do when starting a business Many helpful resources, including
worksheets and a complete list of state guidelines for starting a small business Where to find the
best sources of information concerning all of your specific business questions and concerns Tips for
finding loans and investors The pluses and minuses for each type of organization a start-up can
assume.—Wall Street Journal Right now is the time to start building the business you want!
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