REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS

REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS IS AN ESSENTIAL STEP FOR ENTREPRENEURS LOOKING TO ESTABLISH A LEGAL IDENTITY FOR
THEIR BUSINESS. UNDERSTANDING THE PROCESS, REQUIREMENTS, AND IMPLICATIONS OF REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THE SUCCESS AND LEGITIMACY OF YOUR VENTURE. IN TEXAS, THE REGISTRATION PROCESS IS
STRAIGHTFORW ARD BUT REQUIRES ATTENTION TO DETAIL TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH STATE REGULATIONS. THIS ARTICLE
WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS OF REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXASI OUTLINE THE NECESSARY STEPS, AND
PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO SELECTING THE RIGHT NAME FOR YOUR BUSINESS. ADDITIONALLY, WE WILL DISCUSS THE BENEFITS OF
REGISTRATION, COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID, AND THE TYPES OF BUSINESS NAMES THAT CAN BE REGISTERED.
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UNDERSTANDING BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATION

REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS IS CRUCIAL FOR SEVERAL REASONS. |T PROVIDES LEGAL RECOGNITION OF YOUR
BUSINESS AND PROTECTS YOUR BRAND IDENTITY. W/HEN YOU REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS NAME, YOU ENSURE THAT NO OTHER
BUSINESS CAN LEGALLY USE THE SAME NAME, WHICH HELPS AVOID POTENTIAL LEGAL ISSUES DOWN THE LINE. THE REGISTRATION
PROCESS ALSO ESTABLISHES CREDIBILITY WITH CUSTOMERS AND SUPPLIERS, MAKING IT EASIER TO BUILD TRUST IN YOUR BRAND.

IN TEXAS, THE PROCESS OF REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME INVOLVES VARIOUS STEPS, AND IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE
LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT GOVERNS THESE PROCESSES. THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE HANDLES THE REGISTRATION OF
BUSINESS NAMES, ENSURING THAT ALL NAMES COMPLY WITH STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS. ADDITIONALLYI DIFFERENT TYPES
OF BUSINESS STRUCTURES (SUCH AS LLCS, CORPORATIONS, AND SOLE PROPRIETORSHIPS) HAVE VARYING REQUIREMENTS FOR
NAME REGISTRATION.

TyPes oF Business NAMES IN TEXAS

IN TEXAS, THERE ARE DIFFERENT TYPES OF BUSINESS NAMES THAT CAN BE REGISTERED, AND UNDERSTANDING EACH TYPE IS VITAL
FOR COMPLIANCE AND BRANDING PURPOSES. T HE PRIMARY CATEGORIES INCLUDE:

1. LeEGAL BusINESS NAME

A LEGAL BUSINESS NAME IS THE OFFICIAL NAME UNDER WHICH A BUSINESS OPERATES. THIS NAME IS USED IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS,
CONTRACTS, AND TAX FILINGS. FOR CORPORATIONS AND LLCS, THIS NAME MUST BE UNIQUE AND DISTINGUISHABLE FROM OTHER
REGISTERED ENTITIES IN TEXAS.



2. Assumep NaMe (DBA)

AN ASSUMED NAME, COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS A “DoING BusiNess As” (DBA), IS A NAME THAT A BUSINESS USES THAT IS
DIFFERENT FROM ITS LEGAL NAME. THIS IS PARTICULARLY COMMON FOR SOLE PROPRIETORS WHO WANT TO OPERATE UNDER A
MORE RECOGNIZABLE BUSINESS NAME. REGISTERING A DBA IS REQUIRED IF YOU WANT TO USE A NAME THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE
THE OWNER'S LAST NAME OR IS NOT THE LEGAL NAME OF THE ENTITY.

3. TRADEMARKED NAME

A TRADEMARKED NAME IS A NAME THAT HAS BEEN LEGALLY REGISTERED WITH THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK
Ofrice (USPTO) or THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE TO PROTECT THE BRAND. THIS REGISTRATION PROVIDES LEGAL RIGHTS
AND PREVENTS OTHERS FROM USING A SIMILAR NAME IN THE SAME INDUSTRY.

STEPS TO REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME

THE PROCESS TO REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS INVOLVES SEVERAL KEY STEPS. FOLLOWING THESE STEPS CAREFULLY
WILL HELP ENSURE A SMOOTH REGISTRATION PROCESS.

1. CHoosE YouRr BusiNEss NAME: BEFORE REGISTERING, BRAINSTORM AND SELECT A NAME THAT RESONATES WITH YOUR
TARGET AUDIENCE AND REPRESENTS YOUR BRAND. ENSURE THE NAME ALIGNS WITH TEXAS NAMING RULES, AVOIDING
PROHIBITED WORDS AND PHRASES.

2. CHeck NAME AVAILABILITY: CONDUCT A NAME SEARCH USING THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE’S ONLINE DATABASE
TO ENSURE THAT YOUR DESIRED NAME IS NOT ALREADY IN USE.

3. FiLE FOR REGISTRATION: DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF NAME YOU ARE REGISTERING (LEGAL NAME OR DBA), COMPLETE THE
APPROPRIATE REGISTRATION FORMS. FOR A DBA | FILL ouT THE ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATE AND SUBMIT IT TO THE

COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE WHERE YOUR BUSINESS IS LOCATED.

4. PAY THE REQUIRED FEES: REGISTRATION FEES VARY BASED ON THE TYPE OF BUSINESS NAME. ENSURE YOU CHECK THE
CURRENT FEE STRUCTURE ON THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE’S WEBSITE.

5. Recelve CONFIRMATION: AFTER PROCESSING YOUR APPLICATION, YOU WILL RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION OF YOUR
BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATION. KEEP THIS DOCUMENT FOR YOUR RECORDS.

BENEFITS OF REGISTERING YOUR BuUsINESs NAME

REGISTERING YOUR BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS COMES WITH SEVERAL BENEFITS THAT CAN POSITIVELY IMPACT YOUR BUSINESS
OPERATIONS.

o LEGAL PROTECTION: REGISTRATION PROTECTS YOUR BUSINESS NAME FROM BEING USED BY OTHERS, PROVIDING LEGAL
RECOURSE IF SOMEONE INFRINGES ON YOUR NAME.

o ENHANCED CREDIBILITY: A REGISTERED BUSINESS NAME ESTABLISHES CREDIBILITY WITH CUSTOMERS AND PARTNERS,
MAKING THEM MORE LIKELY TO TRUST YOUR BRAND.



® ACCESS TO BUSINESS BANKING: MANY BANKS REQUIRE A REGISTERED BUSINESS NAME TO OPEN A BUSINESS BANK
ACCOUNT, WHICH IS ESSENTIAL FOR MANAGING FINANCES.

® MARKETING ADVANTAGES: A UNIQUE AND CATCHY BUSINESS NAME CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR MARKETING
EFFORTS, HELPING YOU STAND OUT IN A COMPETITIVE MARKETPLACE.

ComMoN MisTAkES TO Avolp

W/HILE REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS IS A RELATIVELY STRAIGHTFORW ARD PROCESS, THERE ARE SEVERAL COMMON
MISTAKES THAT INDIVIDUALS SHOULD AVOID:

1. NoT CoNDUCTING A THOROUGH NAME SEARCH

FAILING TO CHECK IF THE DESIRED NAME IS AVAILABLE CAN LEAD TO LEGAL ISSUES AND WASTED RESOURCES. ALWAYS CONDUCT
A COMPREHENSIVE NAME SEARCH BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH REGISTRATION.

2. IGNORING STATE NAMING RULES

TEXAS HAS SPECIFIC RULES REGARDING WHAT WORDS AND PHRASES CAN BE INCLUDED IN A BUSINESS NAME. |GNORING THESE
RESTRICTIONS COULD RESULT IN REJECTION OF YOUR APPLICATION.

3. FAILING TO ReGISTER A DBA WHEN REQUIRED

|F YOU INTEND TO OPERATE UNDER A NAME THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM YOUR LEGAL BUSINESS NAME, ENSURE YOU REGISTER A DBA
TO COMPLY WITH STATE LAW.

4. NoT KeepING RECORDS

ALWAYS KEEP A COPY OF YOUR REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS AND CONFIRMATION FOR YOUR RECORDS. THIS CAN BE ESSENTIAL
FOR LEGAL AND FINANCIAL MATTERS IN THE FUTURE.

CoNcCLUSION

REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS IS A FUNDAMENTAL STEP IN ESTABLISHING YOUR BUSINESS IDENTITY. BY
UNDERSTANDING THE TYPES OF BUSINESS NAMES, FOLLOWING THE CORRECT REGISTRATION PROCESS, AND AVOIDING COMMON
PITFALLS, YOU POSITION YOUR BUSINESS FOR SUCCESS. THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A REGISTERED NAME EXTEND BEYOND LEGAL
PROTECTION AND INTO BRAND REPUTATION AND MARKETABILITY. AS YOU EMBARK ON THIS JOURNEY, ENSURE YOU TAKE THE
NECESSARY STEPS TO SECURE YOUR BUSINESS NAME PROPERLY, ALLOWING YOU TO FOCUS ON GROWING YOUR ENTERPRISE.



Q: WHAT IS THE COST TO REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS?

A: THE COST VARIES DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF REGISTRATION. FOR DBAS, THE FEE TYPICALLY RANGES FROM $10 To $25,
DEPENDING ON THE COUNTY. LEGAL BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATION FEES MAY VARY FOR LLCS AND CORPORATIONS.

Q: How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO REGISTER A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS?

A: THE REGISTRATION PROCESS CAN TAKE ANYWHERE FROM A FEW DAYS TO SEVERAL \WEEKS, DEPENDING ON THE METHOD OF
SUBMISSION AND THE WORKLOAD OF THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE.

Q: Do | Neep TO REGISTER A DBA IF | AM A SOLE PROPRIETOR?

A: YES, IF YOU PLAN TO OPERATE UNDER A NAME THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE YOUR PERSONAL NAME, YOU MUST REGISTER A DBA.

Q: CAN | RESERVE A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS BEFORE REGISTRATION?

A: YES, TEXAS ALLOWS YOU TO RESERVE A BUSINESS NAME FOR 120 DAYS BY FILING AN APPLICATION AND PAYING THE
REQUIRED FEE.

Q: \WHAT HAPPENS IF MY BUSINESS NAME IS REJECTED?

A: IF YOUR BUSINESS NAME IS REJECTED, YOU WILL RECEIVE A NOTIFICATION EXPLAINING THE REASON. YOuU CAN THEN MODIFY
YOUR NAME AND REAPPLY.

QZ ARE THERE ANY PROHIBITED WORDS WHEN REGISTERING A BUSINESS NAME IN TEXAS?

A: YES, CERTAIN WORDS ARE PROHIBITED, SUCH AS “BANK,” “INSURANCE,” “TRUST,” AND OTHERS UNLESS YOU HAVE THE
7 7 7/ i i
NECESSARY LICENSES TO USE THEM.

Q: CAN | CHANGE MY BUSINESS NAME AFTER REGISTRATION?

A: YES/ YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR BUSINESS NAME AFTER REGISTRATION BY FOLLOWING THE PROPER PROCEDURES FOR AMENDING
YOUR REGISTRATION.

QZ IS IT NECESSARY TO TRADEMARK MY BUSINESS NAME IN ADDITION TO REGISTERING IT?

A: WHILE REGISTRATION PROVIDES SOME LEVEL OF PROTECTION, TRADEMARKING YOUR BUSINESS NAME OFFERS STRONGER LEGAL
PROTECTION AGAINST INFRINGEMENT.

Q: How OFTEN DO | NEED TO RENEW MY BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATION IN TEXAS?

A: BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATIONS DO NOT EXPIRE, BUT YOU SHOULD MAINTAIN ACCURATE RECORDS AND UPDATE ANY CHANGES
TO YOUR BUSINESS INFORMATION AS NECESSARY.

QI WHAT IF SOMEONE ELSE IS USING MY REGISTERED BUSINESS NAME?

A IF SOMEONE ELSE IS USING YOUR REGISTERED BUSINESS NAME, YOU MAY HAVE LEGAL GROUNDS TO PURSUE A TRADEMARK
INFRINGEMENT CLAIM. |T IS ADVISABLE TO CONSULT WITH A LEGAL PROFESSIONAL FOR GUIDANCE.
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