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business
quicken vs quickbooks for small business is a critical comparison for entrepreneurs
looking to optimize their financial management. Both Quicken and QuickBooks are popular
accounting software solutions designed to help small business owners manage their
finances effectively. While they share some similarities, they cater to different needs and
functionalities, making it essential to understand their unique features, advantages, and
limitations. This article will explore the key differences between Quicken and QuickBooks,
delve into their respective functionalities, pricing structures, and ideal use cases for small
businesses. By the end of this comprehensive guide, small business owners will be better
equipped to make an informed decision regarding which software best suits their business
needs.
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Understanding Quicken and QuickBooks
Quicken and QuickBooks are both financial management tools, but they have different
origins and target audiences. Quicken was originally designed for personal finance
management and has evolved to cater to small business users. It offers features that help
users manage their personal and small business finances simultaneously. On the other
hand, QuickBooks is primarily an accounting software solution tailored specifically for small
to medium-sized businesses, focusing on comprehensive financial management.

While both software options have their strengths, understanding their core functionalities is
vital for small business owners. Quicken focuses on budgeting, expense tracking, and
investment management, making it suitable for users who need to monitor personal and
business finances. QuickBooks, however, excels in invoicing, payroll management, and
detailed financial reporting, which are crucial for businesses looking to streamline their
accounting processes.



Key Features Comparison
When comparing Quicken and QuickBooks, it is essential to look at the specific features
each software offers. Here are some of the key features of both platforms:

Quicken Features

Budgeting Tools: Quicken provides robust budgeting tools that allow users to set
and track budgets for both personal and business expenses.

Expense Tracking: Users can easily categorize transactions and track spending
across different categories to maintain financial health.

Investment Tracking: Quicken includes features for tracking investments, which can
be beneficial for small business owners with personal investment portfolios.

Bill Management: Quicken allows users to manage bills and set reminders for due
payments, helping to avoid late fees.

QuickBooks Features

Invoicing: QuickBooks provides customizable invoicing solutions, allowing businesses
to create and send invoices directly to clients.

Payroll Management: QuickBooks offers integrated payroll solutions, making it
easier to manage employee salaries and taxes.

Financial Reporting: Users can generate detailed financial reports to analyze
business performance and inform strategic decisions.

Expense Tracking: Similar to Quicken, QuickBooks offers expense tracking, but with
a focus on business-related expenses.

While both software options provide expense tracking features, QuickBooks offers a more
comprehensive suite of tools tailored specifically for business accounting and management.

Pricing Structures
Understanding the pricing structures of Quicken and QuickBooks is crucial for small
business owners working within budget constraints. Both platforms offer various pricing
tiers based on features and user access.



Quicken Pricing
Quicken typically offers a subscription model with several pricing options:

Quicken Starter: This plan is designed for basic budgeting and expense tracking,
priced at approximately $35.99 per year.

Quicken Deluxe: A more advanced option that includes enhanced reporting and
investment tracking for about $49.99 per year.

Quicken Premier: This plan includes all features, including comprehensive
investment tracking, priced at approximately $74.99 per year.

QuickBooks Pricing
QuickBooks offers multiple pricing tiers, catering to different business sizes and needs:

Simple Start: This plan is ideal for solo entrepreneurs and costs approximately $25
per month, allowing for basic income and expense tracking.

Essentials: Priced at around $50 per month, this option includes bill management
and payment processing capabilities.

Plus: This plan, costing about $80 per month, supports multiple users and includes
advanced reporting features.

Small business owners should carefully consider their budget and required features when
choosing between Quicken and QuickBooks, as the pricing structures reflect the differing
functionalities of each platform.

Usability and User Experience
The usability and user experience of financial software can significantly impact its
effectiveness for small business owners. Both Quicken and QuickBooks have been designed
with user-friendliness in mind, but the experiences can vary depending on the specific
needs of the user.

Quicken Usability
Quicken is known for its straightforward interface, making it easy for users to navigate
through personal and business financial information. The dashboard provides a clear
overview of finances, and the budgeting tools are intuitive. However, users may find that
some advanced features require a learning curve.



QuickBooks Usability
QuickBooks offers a more complex interface due to its extensive features, but it is designed
to be user-friendly for business operations. The software provides helpful tutorials and
customer support to assist users in maximizing its capabilities. Users can customize their
dashboards to focus on the metrics that matter most to their business.

Ideal Use Cases for Small Businesses
Identifying the ideal use cases for Quicken and QuickBooks can help small business owners
make informed decisions based on their unique needs.

When to Choose Quicken
Quicken is best suited for small business owners who:

Need a tool for both personal and business finance management.

Require strong budgeting features and expense tracking.

Are focused on investment management alongside their business finances.

When to Choose QuickBooks
QuickBooks is ideal for small business owners who:

Need comprehensive accounting features specifically designed for business.

Require invoicing and payroll management capabilities.

Value detailed financial reporting to analyze business performance.

Final Thoughts
In the comparison of Quicken vs QuickBooks for small business, it is clear that both
software solutions offer valuable features tailored to different financial management needs.
Quicken excels in personal finance management and budgeting, while QuickBooks provides
a robust accounting solution for businesses focused on invoicing, payroll, and
comprehensive reporting. Ultimately, the choice between the two depends on the specific
requirements of the small business owner, including budget, features needed, and the
complexity of financial management tasks.



Q: What is the main difference between Quicken and
QuickBooks?
A: The primary difference lies in their focus: Quicken is designed for personal finance
management and small business budgeting, while QuickBooks is tailored specifically for
comprehensive business accounting, including invoicing, payroll, and financial reporting.

Q: Which software is more affordable for small
businesses?
A: Quicken generally has lower subscription costs for individual users, but QuickBooks offers
various pricing plans that can cater to different business sizes, potentially making it more
cost-effective for businesses needing advanced accounting features.

Q: Can I use Quicken for business accounting?
A: Yes, Quicken can be used for small business accounting, especially for users who need to
manage personal and business finances together. However, it may lack some of the
advanced features that QuickBooks offers specifically for businesses.

Q: Is QuickBooks suitable for freelancers?
A: Yes, QuickBooks is suitable for freelancers as it provides invoicing and expense tracking
features that can help manage finances efficiently, making it easier to handle business
transactions.

Q: Does Quicken support multiple users?
A: Quicken is primarily designed for single-user access, whereas QuickBooks supports
multiple users, making it more suitable for small businesses with several employees
needing access to the financial data.

Q: Which software has better customer support?
A: QuickBooks typically offers more extensive customer support options, including tutorials,
live chat, and phone assistance, while Quicken has a more limited support structure
focused mainly on its user community and online resources.

Q: Can I switch from Quicken to QuickBooks easily?
A: Switching from Quicken to QuickBooks can be done, but it may require some effort to
transfer financial data and set up the new system. Users should ensure they back up their
Quicken data before initiating the transfer.



Q: Do both Quicken and QuickBooks offer mobile apps?
A: Yes, both Quicken and QuickBooks offer mobile apps that allow users to manage finances
on the go, providing access to key features and real-time updates.

Q: Which software offers better reporting features?
A: QuickBooks offers more comprehensive and detailed reporting features tailored for
business analysis, making it a better choice for users who require in-depth financial
insights.

Q: Is there a trial version available for either software?
A: QuickBooks typically offers a free trial period for new users, while Quicken may offer a
limited-time trial for interested users to explore its features before committing.
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  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Starting an eBay Business For Dummies
Marsha Collier, 2007-08-27 eBay is the world’s marketplace! If you’re ready to turn your hobby into
an online business, Marsha Collier knows exactly how to help. Packed with proven techniques for
boosting your business, Starting an eBay Business For Dummies, 3rd Edition includes the steps to
success that you’ll want to know. More than a million people are earning regular income on eBay.
Those who are earning the most know how to set up a business, find and manage inventory, use
auction management software to best advantage, get freebies on shipping, and run their businesses
professionally. Marsha Collier was one of the first, and she shares all the secrets she’s learned. In
this fun and easy guide to getting your online business off and running, you’ll discover how to:
Attract more bidders to your auctions Set up a professional business Find out what sells and what
doesn’t Increase bidder confidence with strong listings Price your items to sell Reduce your costs by
shipping more efficiently Work with a PayPal account and collect your money Understand legal
issues such as taxes and licenses Keep appropriate records Improve your image with outstanding
customer service Marsha Collier has been so successful with her home-based business that she
educated her daughter on the profits and today is one of the stars of the eBay community. Along
with plenty of solid information and time-and-money-saving tips, she’ll give you the confidence you
need to become an eBay entrepreneur.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The Small Business Computer Guide Joseph
Beckman, 2014-06-28 Anyone who needs information about computer systems for small or home
businesses will find The Small Business Computer Guide to be an invaluable, thorough review of all
aspects of computer systems and technology suited to small businesses. In clear, easy-to-understand
language, The Small Business Computer Guide explains hardware components, software, and
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telecommunications, with an emphasis on productivity, efficiency, and how systems and components
can be configured to best serve an individual business' needs. Consideration is given to budgetary
restraints, and Joseph S Beckman offers numerous tips and suggestions on how to put together the
right system. Joseph S Beckman is a lawyer in private practice and has spent many years using
coputers in his legal work. He lives in Plantation, Florida.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Absolute Beginner's Guide to Launching an
eBay Business Michael Miller, 2003-11-24 This is the eBook version of the printed book. If the print
book includes a CD-ROM, this content is not included within the eBook version. A real-world
business book for the explosion of eBay entrepreneurs! Absolute Beginner's Guide to Launching an
eBay Business guides you step-by-step through the process of setting up an eBay business, and
offers real-world advice on how to run that business on a day-to-day basis and maximize financial
success. This book covers determining what kind of business to run, writing an action-oriented
business plan, establishing an effective accounting system, setting up a home office, obtaining
starting inventory, arranging initial funding, establishing an eBay presence, and arranging for
automated post-auction management.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Appity Slap: A Small Business Guide to Web
Apps, Tech Tools and Cloud Computing ,
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Legal Guide for Starting & Running a Small
Business Stephen Fishman, 2023-05-09 The all-in-one business law book Whether you’re just
starting a small business, or your business is already up and running, legal questions come up on an
almost daily basis. Ignoring them can threaten your enterprise—but hiring a lawyer to help with
routine issues can devastate the bottom line. The Legal Guide for Starting & Running a Small
Business has helped more than a quarter million entrepreneurs and business owners master the
basics, including how to: raise start-up money decide between an LLC or other business structure
save on business taxes get licenses and permits choose the right insurance negotiate contracts and
leases avoid problems if you’re buying a franchise hire and manage employees and independent
contractors attract and keep customers (and get paid on time), and limit your liability and protect
your personal assets. Whether you’re a sole proprietor or an LLC or corporation, a one-person
business operating out of your home, or a larger company with staff, this book will help you start
and run a successful business.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The 30 Day MBA Ebook Bundle Colin Barrow,
2025-01-31 Get ahead of your competitors and sharpen your business acumen with this
comprehensive guide to the MBA programme. Many are prevented from enrolling on MBAs by the
time commitment and massive cost, but the knowledge and theory these courses offer need not be so
inaccessible. Collated here as an ebook bundle for the first time, The 30-Day MBA series distils all
the insights and teachings of an MBA and features an array of fascinating case studies from some of
the world's most successful businesses, providing a clear and engaging guide to success. Comprising
dedicated ebooks on the classic MBA and MBAs specialising in international business, marketing
and business finance, this bundle of internationally bestselling titles contains all you'll need to know
to enhance your employability and keep pace with graduates from the world's top business schools -
without the cost.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Plunkett's E-Commerce & Internet Business
Almanac Jack W. Plunkett, 2009-03 Market research guide to e-commerce and internet business a
tool for strategic planning, competitive intelligence, employment searches or financial research.
Contains trends, statistical tables, and an industry glossary. Includes one page profiles of
e-commerce and internet business firms - includes addresses, phone numbers, executive names.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The Small Business Start-Up Kit for California
Peri Pakroo, 2022-03-04 Your one-stop guide to starting a small business in California The Small
Business Start-Up Kit for California shows you how to set up a small business quickly and easily. It
explains the forms, fees, and regulations you’ll encounter and shows you how to: choose the right
business structure, such as an LLC or partnership write an effective business plan pick a winning



business name and protect it get needed California licenses and permits hire and manage staff in
compliance with California and federal law start a home business manage finances and taxes, and
market your business effectively, online and off. The 14th edition is updated with the latest legal and
tax rules affecting California small businesses, plus social media and e-commerce trends. WITH
DOWNLOADABLE FORMS Includes cash flow projection and profit/loss forecast worksheets,
California LLC Articles of Organization, small business resources, and more available for download
details inside the book.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Small Business Taxes For Dummies Eric Tyson,
2019-02-06 Small business taxes taxing you out? For most business owners, their single biggest
“expense” (and headache) is dealing with their taxes. And while the just passed Congressional tax
bill reduced taxes for many of the estimated 30 million small business owners in the U.S., the
nation’s taxes continue to be complex. Not being up-to-speed on tax rules and strategies can lead to
mistakes that cost business owners thousands of dollars in fines and penalties every year. Small
Business Taxes For Dummies assists both current and aspiring small business owners with
important tax planning issues, including complete coverage of the tax changes taking effect in 2018,
creating an ongoing tax routine, dealing with the IRS, and navigating audits and notices. Includes
issues influencing incorporated small businesses, partnerships, and LLCs Offers expanded coverage
of other business taxes including payroll and sales taxes Provides websites and other online tax
resources Gives guidance to millennials juggling multiple gigs If you’re a current or aspiring small
business owner looking for the most up-to-date tax planning issues, this book keeps you covered.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The 30 Day MBA in Marketing Colin Barrow,
2016-01-03 The 30 Day MBA in Marketing provides a complete marketing 'course' spanning twelve
disciplinary areas, and including hot topics such as: buyer behaviour, marketing strategy, promotion
and advertising, pricing, managing the marketing organization and marketing and the law. Each
chapter includes at least one practical real life example to illustrate how marketing concepts apply
to business decision making. Learn what they teach you on professional marketing courses and at
the world's top Business Schools and why it matters to you; eliminate gaps in your marketing
knowledge and take part in business decision making on an equal footing with MBA graduates or
your company marketing director. The 30 Day MBA in Marketing includes detailed information on
how to find and analyse market data on any business or market anywhere and online resources that
enable you to test your own knowledge. It also provides an invaluable guide to finding further
information and free resources on each topic covered. Online supporting resources for this book
include a bonus chapter on business communication, self-test question and answers and appendices.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Plunkett's Infotech Industry Almanac 2009:
Infotech Industry Market Research, Statistics, Trends & Leading Companies Plunkett
Research Ltd, 2009-02 Market research guide to the infotech industry a tool for strategic planning,
competitive intelligence, employment searches or financial research. Contains trends, statistical
tables, and an industry glossary. Includes one page profiles of infotech industry firms, which
provides data such as addresses, phone numbers, executive names.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Tax Savvy for Small Business Stephen
Fishman, Glen Secor, 2025-01-28 Tax Savvy for Small Business is the most comprehensive, practical
guide on the market for understanding how small businesses are taxed and how to save on taxes.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Working for Yourself Stephen Fishman,
2024-12-31 People start their own businesses for various reasons—sometimes by choice, other times
out of necessity, or maybe a little of each. The strategies and information in Working for Yourself
gives entrepreneurs the best chance of success by explaining how to structure their business, what
to include in their contracts, how to make sure they get paid, how to save on taxes, and much more.
This book provides everything that anyone who’s self-employed (including independent contractors,
consultants, freelancers, and gig workers) needs to know about consulting and contracting.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Plunkett's Banking, Mortgages and Credit
Industry Almanac 2008 Jack W. Plunkett, 2007-11 A market research guide to the banking,



mortgages & credit industry. It is a tool for strategic planning, competitive intelligence, employment
searches or financial research. It contains trends, statistical tables, and an industry glossary. It also
includes profiles of banking, mortgages & credit industry firms, companies and organizations.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Making a Living from Your eBay Business Michael
Miller, 2006-10-12 The power of online auctions is attracting hundreds of thousands--if not
millions--of users who want to turn their eBay hobbies into profitable businesses. While turning an
eBay hobby into an eBay business might look easy, making that business profitable is much more
difficult. Not enough sellers treat their eBay sales as a business, and subsequently are disappointed
in the results. To launch a successful and profitable eBay business, the detailed instructions in this
book will show you how to get started. It will help you determine what kind of business you want to
run, write an action-oriented business plan, establish an effective accounting system, set up a home
office, obtain starting inventory, arrange initial funding, establish an eBay presence, and arrange for
automated post-auction management. This book is a step-by-step guide for anyone serious about
making money from their eBay sales. Unlike other computer-oriented titles, this is a straight-ahead
business book that shows how to set up and run different types of eBay businesses, and how to
maximize sales and profits while doing so. This book includes a section titled Choosing Your eBay
Business that details six different types of eBay businesses you can start. Included in this section is a
chapter on eBay Trading Assistants (AKA drop-off stores or consignment stores), which is the newest
form of an eBay business.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Plunkett's InfoTech Industry Almanac Jack W.
Plunkett, 2008-02 Plunkett's InfoTech Industry Almanac presents a complete analysis of the
technology business, including the convergence of hardware, software, entertainment and
telecommunications. This market research tool includes our analysis of the major trends affecting
the industry, from the rebound of the global PC and server market, to consumer and enterprise
software, to super computers, open systems such as Linux, web services and network equipment. In
addition, we provide major statistical tables covering the industry, from computer sector revenues to
broadband subscribers to semiconductor industry production. No other source provides this book's
easy-to-understand comparisons of growth, expenditures, technologies, imports/exports,
corporations, research and other vital subjects. The corporate profile section provides in-depth,
one-page profiles on each of the top 500 InfoTech companies. We have used our massive databases
to provide you with unique, objective analysis of the largest and most exciting companies in:
Computer Hardware, Computer Software, Internet Services, E-Commerce, Networking,
Semiconductors, Memory, Storage, Information Management and Data Processing. We've been
working harder than ever to gather data on all the latest trends in information technology. Our
research effort includes an exhaustive study of new technologies and discussions with experts at
dozens of innovative tech companies. Purchasers of the printed book or PDF version may receive a
free CD-ROM database of the corporate profiles, enabling export of vital corporate data for mail
merge and other uses.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Wiley Pathways Small Business Accounting Lita
Epstein, 2008-08-25 When it comes to operating a small business, it doesn't matter how good the
idea is if the accounting behind the operations isn't solid. Now readers have a resource that covers
the accounting tools and strategies that will help them run a successful company. They'll gain a
strong foundation in basic accounting and then progress to accounting strategies for service
businesses. They'll also learn about basic accounting procedures and find ways to utilize accounting
techniques for a merchandising business.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The Small Business Start-Up Kit Peri Pakroo,
2016-02-29 Everything you need to start a business, from creating a solid business plan and
selecting a marketable name to business contracts, taxes, and reaching customers online.
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: Tax Savvy for Small Business Frederick W.
Daily, 2021-01-06 Create a business tax strategy that will save you time, energy, and money Getting
your tax matters on track will free up your time to do what really counts: run a profitable business.



Tax Savvy for Small Business shows you how to: deduct operating expenses deduct travel, vehicle,
and meal expenses take advantage of tax credits write off long-term assets compare business
structures keep solid business records, and handle an IRS audit. This completely updated edition of
Tax Savvy for Small Business covers new tax rules under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act) and how those rules affect small business owners. Completely updated to
cover the new Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).
  quicken vs quickbooks for small business: The Breakthrough Company Keith R. McFarland,
2009-09-01 Based on a five-year, 7,000-company study The vast majority of small businesses stay
small–and not by choice. Only the most savvy and persistent–a tiny one tenth of one percent–break
through to the very highest ranks. In The Breakthrough Company, technology CEO and Fortune 500
consultant Keith McFarland draws upon an extensive empirical study to reveal exactly how everyday
companies become extraordinary, showing that breakthrough success is associated with a clearly
identifiable set of strategies and skills that anyone in any business can emulate–from small startup to
industry leader. With powerful and specific action steps concluding each chapter–and invaluable
advice on virtually every page from business leaders who’ve taken their companies to extraordinary
levels of growth and profitability–The Breakthrough Company is stuffed with real-world tools and
myth-busting insights that can be used by anyone wanting his or her business to join this exclusive
circle. “Think Good to Great for those still small enough to think big.” —Bob Eckert, chairman and
CEO, Mattel, Inc. “If you’re looking for a breakthrough, break open this book.” —Harvey Mackay,
author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Swim with the Sharks Without Being Eaten Alive
Featuring a bonus excerpt from Keith McFarland’s new book, Bounce
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