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music business jobs in chicago are abundant and diverse, reflecting the city's vibrant cultural landscape and its
significant role in the music industry. Chicago is not only known for its rich musical heritage but also for its
thriving music scene that encompasses various genres, including blues, jazz, rock, and electronic music. This
article delves into the multitude of opportunities available in the music business sector in Chicago, exploring
the types of jobs, key employers, essential skills required, and tips for securing a position in this competitive
field. Whether you are a seasoned professional or just starting your career, Chicago offers a plethora of
avenues for growth and development in the music business.
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Overview of Music Business Jobs in Chicago

Chicago's music business landscape is as diverse as the city itself, encompassing a wide range of roles that
cater to various aspects of the industry. From artists and performers to managers, agents, and marketers, the
opportunities are vast. The city hosts numerous music festivals, concerts, and events throughout the year,
creating a dynamic environment for professionals in the field. Additionally, the presence of major record labels,
independent labels, and music venues further enriches the job market. Understanding the scope of these jobs is
crucial for anyone looking to make a mark in the industry.

Types of Music Business Jobs

There are several categories of music business jobs available in Chicago, each requiring different skills and
experience levels. Below are some of the major types of positions you might find:

Performance Roles: These include musicians, singers, and bands performing at various venues and events.

Management Positions: Roles such as artist managers, tour managers, and label managers who oversee
the business aspects of music careers.

Marketing and Promotion: Jobs that focus on promoting artists, albums, and events, including social
media managers and publicists.

Production and Engineering: Sound engineers, producers, and studio technicians who work on the technical
side of music creation.

Legal and Administrative Roles: Positions that involve contract management, copyright issues, and
overall industry compliance.



Event Coordination: Jobs related to organizing concerts, festivals, and other music-related events.

Key Employers in Chicago's Music Industry

Chicago is home to a variety of organizations and companies that serve as major employers in the music
business. These range from record labels to event management companies and music venues. Some notable
employers include:

Record Labels: Companies like Alligator Records and the Chicago-based independent label, Victory
Records, are significant players in the music scene.

Music Venues: Iconic venues such as The House of Blues and Lincoln Hall regularly employ staff for
various roles.

Promotional Companies: Organizations like Live Nation and AEG Presents, which manage large-scale
events and concerts.

Music Schools: Institutions like the Chicago College of Performing Arts hire faculty and administrative
staff for music education.

Media Outlets: Local radio stations and music publications that focus on promoting Chicago's music
scene.

Essential Skills for Music Business Professionals

To succeed in music business jobs in Chicago, professionals must possess a mix of creative and business-oriented
skills. Here are some essential skills that can enhance your employability:

Networking: Building relationships within the industry is crucial for accessing job opportunities and
collaborations.

Marketing Knowledge: Understanding digital marketing, social media strategies, and promotional tactics
is vital for promoting artists and events.

Business Acumen: Knowledge of budgeting, contract negotiation, and financial management are important
for management roles.

Technical Skills: Familiarity with music production software and sound engineering principles for
production-related jobs.

Communication Skills: Strong verbal and written communication skills are essential for effective
collaboration and promotion.

How to Land a Music Business Job in Chicago

Securing a position in the music business can be competitive, but with the right approach, it is entirely
achievable. Here are some tips for landing a job in this dynamic industry:



Build a Strong Resume: Highlight relevant experience, skills, and any education related to music or
business.

Utilize Internships: Gaining hands-on experience through internships can provide valuable insights and
networking opportunities.

Attend Industry Events: Participating in music festivals, workshops, and conferences can help you meet
industry professionals.

Leverage Social Media: Use platforms like LinkedIn to connect with professionals and showcase your
expertise.

Consider Entry-Level Positions: Starting in a support role can open doors to advancement within the
industry.

Networking Opportunities in the Music Scene

Networking is a vital component of success in the music business. Chicago offers numerous opportunities to
connect with industry professionals and fellow musicians. This can include:

Music Festivals: Events such as Lollapalooza and the Chicago Blues Festival are excellent venues for
networking.

Workshops and Seminars: Many organizations offer educational events focused on various aspects of
the music industry.

Local Meetups: Joining local music groups or associations can facilitate connections with like-minded
individuals.

Live Performances: Attending shows can provide insights into the industry and opportunities to meet
performers and managers.

Online Communities: Engaging in forums and social media groups dedicated to music professionals can also
be beneficial.

Future Trends in the Music Business

As the music industry continues to evolve, professionals need to stay informed about emerging trends. Some key
trends impacting the music business in Chicago include:

Digital Transformation: The rise of streaming services has changed how music is consumed and marketed.

Diversity and Inclusion: There is a growing emphasis on representing diverse voices and perspectives in
music.

Data Analytics: Utilizing data to drive decisions regarding marketing, touring, and audience engagement is
becoming increasingly important.

Sustainable Practices: The industry is moving towards more sustainable practices in events and
production.

Remote Collaboration: The ability to collaborate remotely has expanded opportunities for artists and



producers.

Closing Thoughts

Chicago's music business is a vibrant and rewarding sector offering a multitude of career opportunities. From
performing arts to management and production roles, the city is a hub for those passionate about music. By
understanding the job landscape, honing essential skills, and actively networking, aspiring music professionals
can successfully navigate their careers in this exciting industry. The future of music business jobs in Chicago is
bright, with trends indicating continued growth and innovation.

Q: What qualifications do I need for music business jobs in Chicago?
A: Generally, a bachelor's degree in music business, marketing, or a related field is preferred, although relevant
experience and internships can also be valuable.

Q: Are there internships available in the music business in Chicago?
A: Yes, many record labels, event companies, and music venues offer internships that provide practical experience
and networking opportunities.

Q: What is the average salary for music business jobs in Chicago?
A: Salaries can vary widely depending on the role, but entry-level positions may start around $30,000, while
experienced professionals can earn upwards of $70,000 or more.

Q: How important is networking in the Chicago music scene?
A: Networking is crucial in the music industry, as many job opportunities arise through personal connections
and industry relationships.

Q: What are the major music festivals in Chicago?
A: Notable festivals include Lollapalooza, Chicago Blues Festival, and the Chicago Jazz Festival, all of
which attract industry professionals and music lovers alike.

Q: Can I work in music business without being a musician?
A: Absolutely! Many roles in the music business focus on management, marketing, and production, which do not
require musical talent but rather business acumen and industry knowledge.

Q: What skills are most sought after in the music business?
A: Skills in marketing, networking, business management, and technical production are highly valued in the music
industry.



Q: How can I stay updated on trends in the music industry?
A: Following industry publications, attending conferences, and participating in workshops can help you stay
informed about the latest trends and developments.

Q: Are there specific organizations in Chicago that support music business
professionals?
A: Yes, organizations such as the Chicago Music Commission and various local music associations provide
resources, networking opportunities, and support for music professionals.
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  music business jobs in chicago: Book of Shadows Phyllis Curott, 2013-07-03 Since Phyllis
Currot first published Book of Shadows, the story of her spiritual journey and initiation as a High
Priestess in the Wiccan community, Witchcraft has captured America's imagination as a theme for
fiction, television shows, and films. Now America's highest-profile Witch returns to dispel more
myths and misrepresentations of her faith, and to share a practical guide to the beautiful spiritual
rituals and philosophies behind Wiccan tradition. Rich with enchanting stories from Currot's own
experiences and detailed advice for creating potions, working with Nature, and finding the Divine
within, Witch Crafting is much more than just another superficial recipe book. Curott's unique
guidebook integrates the inspiration of religious wisdom with sound, practical information. Witch
Crafting reveals how to: incorporate Wiccan practices into your daily life; master the secret arts of
effective spell casting; create sacred space and personal rituals; perform divinations for insight and
success; and tap the magical power of altered states, such as dreaming meditation, prayer, and
trance. Perfect for beginners or seasoned practitioners, Witch Crafting is the ideal handbook for
anyone seeking to unlock the divine power that makes real magic happen, and to experience the
power and gifts of the universe more fully.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1944-08-19 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Music Trades , 1918
  music business jobs in chicago: Chicago Latina Trailblazers Rita D. Hernández, Leticia
Villarreal Sosa, Elena R. Gutiérrez, 2024-09-10 Mexican American and Puerto Rican women have
long taken up the challenge to improve the lives of Chicagoans in the city’s Latino/a/x communities.
Rita D. Hernández, Leticia Villarreal Sosa, and Elena R. Gutiérrez present testimonies by Latina
leaders who blazed new trails and shaped Latina Chicago history from the 1960s through today.
Taking a do-it-all attitude, these women advanced agendas, built institutions, forged alliances, and
created essential resources that Latino/a/x communities lacked. Time and again, they found
themselves the first Latina to hold their post or part of the first Latino/a/x institution of its kind. Just
as often, early grassroots efforts to address issues affecting themselves, their families, and their
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neighborhoods grew into larger endeavors. Their experiences ranged from public schools to
healthcare to politics to broadcast media, and each woman’s story shows how her work changed
countless lives and still reverberates across the entire city. An eyewitness view of an unknown
history, Chicago Latina Trailblazers reveals the vision and passion that fueled a group of women in
the vanguard of reform. Contributors: Ana Castillo, Maria B. Cerda, Carmen Chico, Aracelis Flecha
Figueroa, Aida Luz Maisonet Giachello, Mary Gonzales, Ada Nivia López, Emma Lozano, Virginia
Martinez, Carmen Mendoza, Elena Mulcahy, Guadalupe Reyes, Luz Maria B. Solis, and Carmen
Velasquez
  music business jobs in chicago: Chicago Jazz William Howland Kenney, 1994-10-27 The
setting is the Royal Gardens Cafe. It's dark, smoky. The smell of gin permeates the room. People are
leaning over the balcony, their drinks spilling on the customers below. On stage, King Oliver and
Louis Armstrong roll on and on, piling up choruses, the rhythm section building the beat until tables,
chairs, walls, people, move with the rhythm. The time is the 1920s. The place is South Side Chicago,
a town of dance halls and cabarets, Prohibition and segregation, a town where jazz would flourish
into the musical statement of an era. In Chicago Jazz, William Howland Kenney offers a wide-ranging
look at jazz in the Windy City, revealing how Chicago became the major center of jazz in the 1920s,
one of the most vital periods in the history of the music. Kenney vividly describes the entire period
from the migration of southern blacks to Chicago during and after World War I (which set the stage
for the development of jazz in Chicago), through the evolution of white jazz, and how the nightclubs
and cabarets catering to both black and white customers provided the social setting for jazz
performances. Focusing on all the Chicago greats such as King Oliver, Louis Armstrong, and Wild
Bill Davison, this is a new interpretation of Chicago jazz which brings to life the hustle and bustle of
the sounds and styles of musical entertainment in the famous toddlin' town.
  music business jobs in chicago: Music Business Handbook and Career Guide David
Baskerville, Tim Baskerville, Serona Elton, 2022-11-16 The Thirteenth Edition of this powerhouse
best-selling text maintains its tradition as the most comprehensive, up-to-date guide to the music
industry in all of its diversity. Readers new to the music business and seasoned professionals alike
will find David Baskerville, Tim Baskerville, and Serona Elton′s handbook the go-to source,
regardless of their specialty within the music field. Music Business Handbook and Career Guide is
ideal for introductory courses such as Introduction to the Music Business, Music and Media, and
other survey courses as well as more specialized courses such as the Record Industry, Music
Careers, Artist Management, and more. The fully updated Thirteenth Edition includes a
comprehensive discussion of the streaming revolution, where this predominant form of music
consumption stands today and is heading in the future. Rapid changes in music licensingare
addressed and how they impact creators, musical work performance licensing, compulsory and
negotiated mechanicals, and sound recording licenses. The new edition also analyzes the changing
picture of music video and shows how music video has been upended by on-demand streaming.
Lastly, there is all-new coverage of COVID-19and how the concert industry has been impacted as
well as digital advances that have been made.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1958-05-26 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Chicago Hustle and Flow Geoff Harkness, 2014-09-01 On
September 4, 2012, Joseph Coleman, an eighteen-year-old aspiring gangsta rapper, was gunned
down in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago. Police immediately began investigating the
connections between Coleman’s murder and an online war of words and music he was having with
another Chicago rapper in a rival gang. In Chicago Hustle and Flow, Geoff Harkness points out how
common this type of incident can be when rap groups form as extensions of gangs. Gangs and rap
music, he argues, can be a deadly combination. Set in one of the largest underground music scenes
in the nation, this book takes readers into the heart of gangsta rap culture in Chicago. From the



electric buzz of nightclubs to the sights and sounds of bedroom recording studios, Harkness
presents gripping accounts of the lives, beliefs, and ambitions of the gang members and rappers
with whom he spent six years. A music genre obsessed with authenticity, gangsta rap promised
those from crime-infested neighborhoods a ticket out of poverty. But while firsthand experiences
with gangs and crime gave rappers a leg up, it also meant carrying weapons and traveling
collectively for protection. Street gangs serve as a fan base and provide protection to rappers who
bring in income and help to recruit for the gang. In examining this symbiotic relationship, Chicago
Hustle and Flow ultimately illustrates how class stratification creates and maintains inequalities,
even at the level of a local rap-music scene.
  music business jobs in chicago: Internship & Volunteer Opportunities for People Who
Love Music Kathy Furgang, Adam Furgang, 2012-12-15 For teens hoping for a career in music, an
internship or volunteer opportunity is a great way to get a foot in the door. Serving as a valuable
guide, music lovers are introduced to the wide variety of work experiences available to them,
including positions in music performance, music publishing, music production, music education,
music therapy, instrument tuning and repair, and more. Readers learn how to find and land an
interesting internship or volunteer opportunity in their community, as well as how to make the most
of the experience. A varied list of music-related organizations to contact supplements the creative
ideas in the text.
  music business jobs in chicago: Popular Educator , 1918
  music business jobs in chicago: Popular Music Roman Iwaschkin, 2016-04-14 This is a
comprehensive guide to popular music literature, first published in 1986. Its main focus is on
American and British works, but it includes significant works from other countries, making it truly
international in scope.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1968-03-16 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1954-05-29 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1957-01-26 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Popular Mechanics , 1964-08 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1948-09-18 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: Billboard , 1981-10-24 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  music business jobs in chicago: The Billboard , 1926
  music business jobs in chicago: Popular Mechanics , 1941-01 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest



breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  music business jobs in chicago: Popular Science , 1921-11 Popular Science gives our readers
the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
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