ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA

ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA IS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR ENTREPRENEURS AND BUSINESS OWNERS LOOKING TO
ESTABLISH THEIR PRESENCE IN ONE OF THE LARGEST ECONOMIES IN THE WORLD. NAVIGATING THE LICENSING PROCESS CAN BE
COMPLEX DUE TO THE VARIOUS REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS. THIS GUIDE WILL PROVIDE
A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE STEPS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA, INCLUDING THE
TYPES OF LICENSES AVAILABLE, THE APPLICATION PROCESS, AND THE IMPORT ANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS.
BY UNDERSTANDING THESE KEY ASPECTS, YOU CAN ENSURE THAT YOUR ONLINE BUSINESS OPERATES LEGALLY AND EFFECTIVELY
IN CALIFORNIA.
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UNDERSTANDING ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSES

OBTAINING AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA IS A FUNDAMENTAL STEP FOR ANYONE WISHING TO OPERATE A BUSINESS
LEGALLY IN THE STATE. THIS LICENSE ENSURES THAT THE BUSINESS COMPLIES WITH STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS, THEREBY
PROTECTING BOTH THE ENTREPRENEUR AND THE CONSUMERS. IN CALIFORNIA/ THE REQUIREMENT FOR A BUSINESS LICENSE VARIES
DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE BUSINESS, ITS LOCATION, AND THE SERVICES OFFERED.

ONLINE BUSINESSES CAN ENCOMPASS A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, FROM E-COMMERCE STORES TO DIGITAL SERVICES.
THEREFORE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC LICENSING REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY TO YOUR TYPE OF BUSINESS.
THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THESE LICENSES IS TO REGULATE BUSINESSES, ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY, COLLECT TAXES, AND PROMOTE
FAIR COMPETITION.

TyPES oF BUSINESS LICENSES IN CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA OFFERS SEVERAL TYPES OF BUSINESS LICENSES, EACH SERVING DIFFERENT PURPOSES. (UNDERSTANDING THESE TYPES
IS CRUCIAL FOR COMPLIANCE AND SUCCESSFUL OPERATION. HERE ARE THE MOST COMMON LICENSES YOU MAY NEED:

BuUsINESS OPERATING LICENSE: GENERALLY REQUIRED FOR ALL BUSINESSES OPERATING WITHIN A CITY OR COUNTY.

SELLER'S PERMIT: NECESSARY FOR BUSINESSES SELLING TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY, ALLOWING THEM TO COLLECT
SALES TAX.

® PROFESSIONAL LICENSES: REQUIRED FOR SPECIFIC PROFESSIONS SUCH AS HEALTHCARE, LEGAL SERVICES, AND REAL
ESTATE.

HoMe OccuPATION PERMIT: NEEDED IF YOU PLAN TO OPERATE YOUR BUSINESS FROM HOME, ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH



LOCAL ZONING LAWS.

® SPECIAL PERMITS: DEPENDING ON YOUR BUSINESS TYPE, YOU MAY NEED ADDITIONAL PERMITS, SUCH AS HEALTH PERMITS
FOR FOOD-RELATED BUSINESSES.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSES

THE PROCESS OF APPLYING FOR AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA CAN VARY BASED ON THE TYPE OF BUSINESS AND
THE LOCATION. HO\)VEVER, THE GENERAL STEPS ARE TYPICALLY AS FOLLOWS:

STeP 1: DETERMINE THE REQUIRED LICENSES

START BY RESEARCHING THE SPECIFIC LICENSES APPLICABLE TO YOUR BUSINESS. THIS MAY INVOLVE CHECKING WITH LOCAL
GOVERNMENT WEBSITES, VISITING THE CITY OR COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE, OR CONSULTING INDUSTRY ~SPECIFIC REGULATIONS.

STeP 2: GATHER NECESSARY INFORMATION
PREPARE ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION, WHICH MAY INCLUDE:

® YOUR BUSINESS NAME AND ADDRESS

® BUSINESS STRUCTURE (E.G., SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP, LL.C, CORPORATION)

FeDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NuMBEr (EIN), IF APPLICABLE

PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION (E.G., DRIVER'S LICENSE OR STATE ID)

e ANY ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED FOR SPECIFIC LICENSES

STep 3: COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM FOR EACH REQUIRED LICENSE. THIS CAN OFTEN BE DONE ONLINE, BUT SOME LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS MAY REQUIRE PAPER APPLICATIONS. ENSURE ALL INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AND COMPLETE TO AVOID DELAYS.

ST1ep 4: PAY THE Fees

MOST BUSINESS LICENSES REQUIRE A FEE, WHICH VARIES BY LOCATION AND TYPE OF LICENSE. PAYMENT CAN TYPICALLY BE MADE
ONLINE OR VIA CHECK, DEPENDING ON THE APPLICATION METHOD.



ST1ep 5: AWAIT APPROVAL

AFTER SUBMISSION, THERE MAY BE A WAITING PERIOD FOR THE PROCESSING OF YOUR APPLICATION. THIS CAN RANGE FROM A
FEW DAYS TO SEVERAL WEEKS, DEPENDING ON THE JURISDICTION AND THE TYPE OF LICENSE.

LocAL vs. STATE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

[T IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LOCAL AND STATE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS. W/HILE THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA HAS CERTAIN OVERARCHING REGULATIONS, MANY BUSINESSES MUST ALSO COMPLY WITH LOCAL LAWS. CITIES AND
COUNTIES MAY HAVE THEIR OWN LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, WHICH CAN INCLUDE ADDITIONAL PERMITS, ZONING LAWS, AND
HEALTH REGULATIONS.

For EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE STARTING AN ETCOMMERCE BUSINESS THAT INVOLVES SELLING FOOD PRODUCTS, YOU MAY NEED TO
ADHERE TO BOTH STATE HEALTH REGULATIONS AND LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENTS. THEREFORE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO
RESEARCH BOTH STATE AND LOCAL RULES TO ENSURE FULL COMPLIANCE.

IMPORTANCE OF COMPLIANCE AND RENEWALS

MAINTAINING COMPLIANCE WITH YOUR ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IS CRITICAL FOR YOUR BUSINESS'S LONGEVITY AND
REPUTATION. OPERATING WITHOUT THE NECESSARY LICENSES CAN RESULT IN FINES, LEGAL ISSUES, OR EVEN THE CLOSURE OF
YOUR BUSINESS. ADDITIONALLY, MANY BUSINESS LICENSES REQUIRE PERIODIC RENEW AL, WHICH INVOLVES SUBMITTING UPDATED
INFORMATION AND PAYING RENEW AL FEES.

STAYING ORGANIZED AND KEEPING TRACK OF YOUR LICENSE STATUS WILL HELP YOU AVOID ANY LAPSES. CONSIDER SETTING
REMINDERS FOR RENEW AL DATES AND MAINTAINING COMMUNICATION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT ANY
CHANGES IN REGULATIONS THAT MAY AFFECT YOUR BUSINESS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

QI \W/HAT IS THE COST OF AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA?

A: THE COST OF AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA VARIES WIDELY DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF BUSINESS, THE SPECIFIC
LICENSES REQUIRED, AND THE LOCAL JURISDICTION. GENERALLY, FEES CAN RANGE FROM $50 TO SEVERAL HUNDRED DOLLARS.

Q: Do | NEED A BUSINESS LICENSE IF | SELL PRODUCTS ONLINE?

A: YES, MOST BUSINESSES, INCLUDING THOSE SELLING PRODUCTS ONLINE, REQUIRE A BUSINESS LICENSE. ADDITIONALLY, YOU
MAY NEED A SELLER’S PERMIT TO COLLECT SALES TAX.

QI How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE IN CALIFORNIA?

A: THE PROCESSING TIME FOR AN ONLINE BUSINESS LICENSE CAN VARY. TYPICALLY, IT MAY TAKE ANY\WHERE FROM A FEW DAYS
TO SEVERAL WEEKS, DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF LICENSE AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S PROCESSING TIMES.



Q: CAN | APPLY FOR A BUSINESS LICENSE ONLINE?

A: YESI MANY CITIES AND COUNTIES IN CALIFORNIA OFFER ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR BUSINESS LICENSES. CHECK THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT WEBSITE FOR SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF | OPERATE WITHOUT A BUSINESS LICENSE?

A: OPERATING WITHOUT A BUSINESS LICENSE CAN LEAD TO FINES, LEGAL PENALTIES, AND POTENTIALLY THE CESSATION OF
YOUR BUSINESS OPERATIONS. COMPLIANCE WITH LICENSING REQUIREMENTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR LAWFUL BUSINESS OPERATION.

QZ ARE THERE ANY EXEMPTIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESSES REGARDING LICENSING?

A: SOME LOCAL JURISDICTIONS MAY HAVE EXEMPTIONS OR SIMPLIFIED LICENSING PROCESSES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES OR HOME-
BASED BUSINESSES. |T IS ESSENTIAL TO CHECK WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR SPECIFIC REGULATIONS.

Q: WHAT IS A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME, AND DO | NEED ONE?

A: A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME (ALSO KNOWN AS A DBA OR “DOING BUSINESS AS”) IS REQUIRED IF YOU PLAN TO OPERATE
YOUR BUSINESS UNDER A NAME DIFFERENT FROM YOUR LEGAL BUSINESS NAME. THIS REGISTRATION IS TYPICALLY REQUIRED TO
OBTAIN A BUSINESS LICENSE.

Q: How OFTEN DO | NEED TO RENEW MY BUSINESS LICENSE?

A: MOST BUSINESS LICENSES IN CALIFORNIA REQUIRE ANNUAL RENEWAL. HO\WEVER, THE RENEW AL PERIOD CAN VARY BY
JURISDICTION, SO IT IS IMPORTANT TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR AREA.

QI CAN | TRANSFER MY BUSINESS LICENSE TO ANOTHER OWNER?

A: TRANSFERRING A BUSINESS LICENSE TYPICALLY DEPENDS ON LOCAL REGULATIONS. [N MANY CASES, A NEW OWNER MUST
APPLY FOR THEIR OWN LICENSE, BUT IT IS ADVISABLE TO CONSULT LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR SPECIFIC PROCEDURES.
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online business license in california: The Small Business Start-Up Kit for California Peri
Pakroo, 2022-03-29 The Small Business Start-Up Kit for California gives clear, step-by-step
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understand the deal with taxes, learn good bookkeeping and money-management skills, market your
business effectively, and more. The newest edition includes new laws and trends affecting how small
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businesses are regulated in California, as well as guidance on updating your business’s digital
strategy in a post-pandemic world.

online business license in california: How to Start a Home-Based Online Retail
Business ,

online business license in california: Successfully Buy Your Business Andrew Rogerson,
2011-01-11 If you've always thought you would like to own and operate your own business but were
never sure where to start, this is the guide for you. This 172 page workbook starts by asking the
question if business ownership is for you. It then explains the options available to you and then takes
you through, in detail, a step by step process to determining what sort of business you can buy, what
you will need to buy a business, and, how to evaluate a business for sale. It also includes the steps to
prepare for business ownership with your legal entity, understanding business licenses and permits,
how to obtain finance to buy a business, accounting processes and terms, financial planning tools
such as profit and loss projectors, sales forecasts, how to create business plans, sales and marketing
plans. There are lots of checklists, resources, other planning sheets and tools so when you buy your
business you are up and running as quickly as possible for maximum profit.

online business license in california: The Professional Organizer's Complete Business
Guide Lisa Steinbacher, 2004 Everything you need to know to start your own professional
organizing business. Includes forms and sample documents.

online business license in california: The Business Startup Workbook Stephanie Chandler,
2006 The Business Startup Workbook is the ultimate tool to help you organize the business startup
planning process. This workbook includes worksheets, outlines, planning tips, and resources to get
your new business off to the right start. Worksheets Included: Task Checklist Idea Journal Market
Research Evaluate Competition Business Owner Interviews Name Your Business Evaluate Insurance
Policies Plan Your Newsletter Commercial Real Estate Assessment Wholesale Supplier Assessment
Personal Budget Locate Financing Startup Supplies List Cash Flow Forecast/Performance Report
Design Your Website Grand Opening Event Checklist Outlines Included: Business Plan Marketing
Plan Press Release Operations Manual Employee Manual This one of a kind guide was compiled by
Stephanie Chandler, author of The Business Startup Checklist and Planning Guide (trade paperback
and e-book) and founder of www.BusinessInfoGuide.com, a directory of resources for entrepreneurs.

online business license in california: Investigative Data Mining for Security and
Criminal Detection Jesus Mena, 2003 Publisher Description

online business license in california: Journalism and New Media John V. Pavlik,
2001-06-27 Ubiquitous news, global information access, instantaneous reporting, interactivity,
multimedia content, extreme customization: Journalism is undergoing the most fundamental
transformation since the rise of the penny press in the nineteenth century. Here is a report from the
front lines on the impact and implications for journalists and the public alike. John Pavlik, executive
director of the Center for New Media at Columbia University's Graduate School of Journalism,
argues that the new media can revitalize news gathering and reengage an increasingly distrustful
and alienated citizenry. The book is a valuable reference on everything from organizing a new age
newsroom to job hunting in the new media.

online business license in california: Starting an Online Business All-in-One For Dummies
Shannon Belew, Joel Elad, 2014-07-24 The all-in-one guide to everything you need to know to start
an online business Starting an online business can be a tricky undertaking. Luckily, Starting an
Online Business All-in-One For Dummies, 4th Edition gives you the business savvy needed to make
your online business boom. Cutting through technical jargon and hype, this plain-English guide arms
you with everything you need to succeed, from developing a business plan and designing your
website to making the most of marketing through social media—and everything in between. Plus,
you'll get ideas for funding your online start-up, tips for moving your brick-and-mortar customers
online, ways to breathe new life into a tired business, the latest on trademarks and copyrights, and
much more. Includes updated information on web page design with HTML 5 and CSS, new analysis
tools, and search engine optimization Gives you trusted information on Internet security Covers




niche and advanced e-commerce topics If you're in the exciting position of planning, launching, or
maintaining a successful online business, this all-encompassing guide will make you an online
entrepreneur in no time.

online business license in california: Public Records Online Peter Julius Weber, 2003 A
national directory to government agencies and private companies that furnish online automated
public record information, maintain proprietary public record databases, and offer CD-ROMs.

online business license in california: How to Start and Run a Used Bookstore Stephanie
Chandler, 2006-02 If you have ever considered opening a used bookstore, here is your chance to
learn from someone who knows first-hand what it takes. Author Stephanie Chandler is the owner of
Book Lovers Bookstore in Sacramento, CA. Features in this workbook include: *Worksheets: Budget
planning, evaluating competition, forecasting, and more. *Business Basics: What you need to get
started. *Inventory: Twelve sources for acquiring used books. *Suppliers: Library supplies, printed
goods, retail supplies and more. *Shop Setup: Store layout, book categories, bookseller software and
tools. *Operations Procedures: Trade policies, overstock, and a sample operations manual.
*Marketing: Low-cost and no-cost tactics for maximizing exposure. *Website: Steps for setting up a
website and selling books online. *Resources: Dozens of useful website links. *Business Plan: Sample
business plan (actual plan used for Book Lovers Bookstore).

online business license in california: Marsh's California Corporation Law Harold Marsh,
R. Roy Finkle, Larry W. Sonsini, 1999-12-01 This authoritative research tool covers all aspects of
California corporate law and practice, providing clear, reliable guidance to the laws, legislative
history, and major case law holdings, as well as the authors' well-known expertise and advice on
approaching and understanding key corporate transactions. There is no better source on how to
handle all key corporate transactions, from corporate formation and governance to takeovers and
bankruptcies. Completely current, there is full coverage and insightful, expert analysis of all the
critical new issues affecting California corporate law practice, including: What are the various
business entities available in California?What are the methods and issues involved in forming those
entities?What are the particular benefits of, and restrictions on, using a Limited Liability Company in
California?What are the issues involved in financing a California corporation?What are the fiduciary
duties imposed upon directors, officers, and controlling shareholders of California corporations?How
do you provide notice and hold meetings of directors and shareholders of California
corporations?What are the restrictions imposed upon officers and directors in the operation of
California corporations?Under what circumstances can a California corporation pay a dividend or
make a distribution of property to its shareholders?What are the issues involved in acquiring
California corporations, whether by merger, purchase of stock, or purchase of assets?How and
under what circumstances can a California corporation be dissolved?What are the issues and
requirements faced by a foreign corporation conducting business in California?

online business license in california: Marsh's California Corporation Law, 5th Edition Marsh,
Finkle, Bishop,

online business license in california: Contemporary Business and Online Commerce Law
Henry R. Cheeseman, 2006 This book provides the richest selection of landmark (traditional) and
contemporary (within the last three years) cases for business students, including more cases on
information technology and e-commerce law than any other book. Topics present a summarized/brief
approach to cases.This edition contains over 75 new cases that have been decided in the past three
years, including ones covering IT and e-Commerce - dedicated chapters cover Intellectual Property
and Internet Law, and Electronic Commerce and Information Technology Licensing. Over 45 Online
Commerce & Internet Law boxes focus on the legal issues businesses face as they either launch new
Internet ventures or rise to the challenge of incorporating on-line technologies into their existing
business models.For those in Business Law professions.

online business license in california: Cannabis Business: Step-by-Step Startup Guide The
Staff of Entrepreneur Media, Inc., 2018-04-20 Lifting the veil on all facets of the marijuana industry,
this step-by-step guide sheds light on business opportunities available as cannabis becomes legal



and regulated across the globe. From retailers to growers, producers, and suppliers, there’s a
seemingly never-ending list of startup opportunities in this emerging market, and we'll give you the
tools you need to succeed. Plus, this kit includes: Essential industry-specific startup essentials
including industry trends, best practices, important resources, possible pitfalls, marketing musts,
and more Entrepreneur Editors’ Start Your Own Business, a guide to starting any business and
surviving the first three years Interviews and advice from successful entrepreneurs in the industry
Worksheets, brainstorming sections, and checklists Entrepreneur’s Startup Resource Kit
(downloadable) More about Entrepreneur’s Startup Resource Kit Every small business is unique.
Therefore, it’s essential to have tools that are customizable depending on your business’s needs.
That’s why with Entrepreneur is also offering you access to our Startup Resource Kit. Get instant
access to thousands of business letters, sales letters, sample documents and more - all at your
fingertips! You'll find the following: The Small Business Legal Toolkit When your business dreams go
from idea to reality, you're suddenly faced with laws and regulations governing nearly every move
you make. Learn how to stay in compliance and protect your business from legal action. In this
essential toolkit, you'll get answers to the “how do I get started?” questions every business owner
faces along with a thorough understanding of the legal and tax requirements of your business.
Sample Business Letters 1000+ customizable business letters covering each type of written business
communication you're likely to encounter as you communicate with customers, suppliers, employees,
and others. Plus a complete guide to business communication that covers every question you may
have about developing your own business communication style. Sample Sales Letters The experts at
Entrepreneur have compiled more than 1000 of the most effective sales letters covering
introductions, prospecting, setting up appointments, cover letters, proposal letters, the all-important
follow-up letter and letters covering all aspects of sales operations to help you make the sale,
generate new customers and huge profits.

online business license in california: A Commercial Law of Privacy and Security for the
Internet of Things Stacy-Ann Elvy, 2021-07-29 In the Internet of Things (IoT) era, online activities
are no longer limited to desktop or laptop computers, smartphones and tablets. Instead, these
activities now include ordinary tasks, such as using an internet-connected refrigerator or washing
machine. At the same time, the IoT provides unlimited opportunities for household objects to serve
as surveillance devices that continually monitor, collect and process vast quantities of our data. In
this work, Stacy-Ann Elvy critically examines the consumer ramifications of the IoT through the lens
of commercial law and privacy and security law. The book provides concrete legal solutions to
remedy inadequacies in the law that will help usher in a more robust commercial law of privacy and
security that protects consumer interests.

online business license in california: Law of the Internet, 4th Edition Delta & Matsuura,
2017-01-01 Law of the Internet, Fourth Edition is a two-volume up-to-date legal resource covering
electronic commerce and online contracts, privacy and network security, intellectual property and
online content management, secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital signatures,
protecting intellectual property online through link licenses, frame control and other methods,
online financial services and securities transactions, antitrust and other liability. The Law of the
Internet, Fourth Edition quickly and easily gives you everything you need to provide expert counsel
on: Privacy laws and the Internet Ensuring secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital
signatures Protecting intellectual property online - patents, trademarks, and copyright Electronic
commerce and contracting Online financial services and electronic payments Antitrust issues,
including pricing, bundling and tying Internal network security Taxation of electronic commerce
Jurisdiction in Cyberspace Defamation and the Internet Obscene and indecent materials on the
Internet Regulation of Internet access and interoperability The authors George B. Delta and Jeffrey
H. Matsuura -- two Internet legal experts who advise America's top high-tech companies --
demonstrate exactly how courts, legislators and treaties expand traditional law into the new context
of the Internet and its commercial applications, with all the citations you'll need. The Law of the
Internet also brings you up to date on all of the recent legal, commercial, and technical issues




surrounding the Internet and provides you with the knowledge to thrive in the digital marketplace.
Special features of this two-volume resource include timesaving checklists and references to online
resources.

online business license in california: The Internet Encyclopedia, Volume 3 (P - Z) Hossein
Bidgoli, 2004-04-12 The Internet Encyclopedia in a 3-volume reference work on the internet as a
business tool, IT platform, and communications and commerce medium.

online business license in california: Law of the Internet F. Lawrence Street, 2009

online business license in california: United States Internet, E-Commerce Investment
and Business Guide Volume 1 Strategic, Practical Information, Regulations IBP, Inc.,
2018-03-29 US Internet and E-Commerce Investment and Business Guide - Strategic and Practical
Information: Regulations and Opportunities

online business license in california: The War on Privacy Jacqueline Klosek, 2006-11-30 In
today's globalized society, the war on terror has negatively affected privacy rights not just in the
United States, but everywhere. When privacy rights are curtailed around the world, American efforts
to spread freedom and democracy are hindered, and as a consequence, Americans are less secure in
the world. Ironically, the erosion of individual privacy rights, here and abroad, has been happening
in the name of enhancing national security. This book sheds light on this apparent contradiction, and
argues that governments must do more to preserve privacy rights while endeavoring to protect their
citizens against future terrorist attacks. It is easy to forget that prior to 9/11, privacy rights were on
the march. Plans were in the works, in the areas of legislation and regulation, to protect personal
privacy from both governmental intrusion and corporate penetration. The need for such protections
arose from the swift advances in information technology of the 1990s. But the attacks of 9/11, and
the responses of governments to this new level of the terrorist threat, put an end to all that. Not only
is privacy no longer emphasized in legislation, it is being eroded steadily, raising significant
questions about the handling of personal information, surveillance, and other invasions into the
private lives of ordinary citizens.
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