
megan mullally in risky business

megan mullally in risky business has become a notable point of discussion among fans of film and television,
particularly for those interested in the impressive career of this talented actress. Known primarily for her
iconic role as Karen Walker on the hit television series "Will & Grace," Mullally's involvement in the 1983
film "Risky Business" has garnered renewed interest in her early career. In this article, we will explore
Mullally's role in "Risky Business," the film's impact on popular culture, and how this performance contributed
to her subsequent success in Hollywood. Additionally, we will delve into the film's themes, its cast, and its
lasting legacy, providing a comprehensive overview of Mullally's early contributions to the entertainment
industry.
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Overview of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a coming-of-age film directed by Paul Brickman that was released in 1983. The film starred
Tom Cruise as Joel Goodsen, a high school student whose life takes an unexpected turn when his parents leave
him home alone. The plot revolves around Joel's adventures, including a chance encounter with a call girl named
Lana, played by Rebecca De Mornay. The film explores themes of adolescence, morality, and the pursuit of the
American Dream, all wrapped in a narrative that is both comedic and dramatic.

The movie is particularly famous for its iconic scenes, including the memorable "dancing in his underwear"
moment featuring Tom Cruise. This scene, along with its catchy soundtrack, helped solidify "Risky Business" as
a cultural touchstone of the 1980s. The film's success at the box office and its continued relevance in
popular culture make it a significant piece of cinema history.

Megan Mullally's Role in the Film

Megan Mullally played a supporting role in "Risky Business" as a character named "Lana's friend." Although
her role is not as prominent as that of the main characters, it is an essential part of the film's narrative.
Mullally's performance is notable for its charm and energy, showcasing her comedic talents that would later
define her career.

This role in "Risky Business" marked one of Mullally's earliest film appearances, showcasing her potential as a
versatile actress. It was a stepping stone that would lead to her future success in both television and film.
Her ability to bring humor and depth to her character, even in a limited capacity, demonstrated her skills as a
performer and hinted at the remarkable career that lay ahead.



The Impact of "Risky Business" on Popular Culture

"Risky Business" had a significant impact on popular culture, influencing fashion, music, and the portrayal of
youth in cinema. The film's themes resonated with a generation of young viewers navigating the complexities of
adolescence and adulthood. The character of Joel Goodsen became an archetype for the ambitious young man,
while De Mornay's portrayal of Lana challenged conventional views of women in film during that era.

The film also popularized the idea of the "teenage entrepreneur," as Joel embarks on a journey to turn his home
into a "brothel" while his parents are away. This narrative captured the imagination of many young people,
who were intrigued by the notion of taking risks and pursuing their dreams, albeit in often misguided ways.

The success of "Risky Business" also contributed to the rise of Tom Cruise as a leading man in Hollywood,
setting the stage for his future blockbuster roles. The film's blend of humor and drama has allowed it to remain
relevant, as it is frequently referenced in various forms of media, including television shows, films, and music.

Legacy of the Film

The legacy of "Risky Business" is evident in its continued popularity and influence on subsequent films and
television series. It has been referenced in numerous pop culture contexts, demonstrating its lasting impact on
the entertainment landscape. The film is often credited with helping to usher in a new era of coming-of-age
stories that resonate with both young audiences and adults.

In addition to its cultural significance, "Risky Business" has been recognized for its contributions to cinema
through various awards and accolades. It remains a staple in discussions about the best films of the 1980s
and is frequently included in lists of essential American films.

Megan Mullally's involvement in the film adds to its richness, as her career trajectory following "Risky
Business" showcases the diverse opportunities available to actors who take on unique roles early in their
careers. Her transformation into a television icon further cements the film's importance in her overall body of
work.

Conclusion

In summary, Megan Mullally's role in "Risky Business" may have been a small part, but it was significant in the
context of her burgeoning career. The film itself remains a landmark in American cinema, with themes that
continue to resonate today. From its impact on popular culture to its lasting legacy, "Risky Business" is a
film that not only shaped the careers of its stars but also influenced generations of viewers. Mullally's
performance, while brief, is a testament to her talent and foreshadows the remarkable accomplishments that
would follow in her career. Her journey from "Risky Business" to becoming a household name exemplifies the
potential for growth and success in the entertainment industry.

Q: What role did Megan Mullally play in "Risky Business"?
A: Megan Mullally played a supporting character known as "Lana's friend" in "Risky Business." Although her
role was not central to the plot, it showcased her early acting talent.

Q: How did "Risky Business" influence popular culture?
A: "Risky Business" influenced popular culture by introducing themes of teenage entrepreneurship, shaping the
portrayal of youth in cinema, and impacting fashion and music trends of the 1980s.



Q: What are some memorable scenes from "Risky Business"?
A: Some memorable scenes from "Risky Business" include Tom Cruise's iconic dance in his underwear and the
interactions between Joel and Lana, which highlight the film's comedic and dramatic elements.

Q: How did "Risky Business" contribute to Tom Cruise's career?
A: "Risky Business" was pivotal in establishing Tom Cruise as a leading man in Hollywood, leading to
subsequent blockbuster roles and solidifying his status as a major star in the film industry.

Q: What themes are explored in "Risky Business"?
A: "Risky Business" explores themes such as adolescence, morality, the pursuit of the American Dream, and the
complexities of growing up, making it a relatable story for many viewers.

Q: What is Megan Mullally best known for besides "Risky Business"?
A: Besides "Risky Business," Megan Mullally is best known for her role as Karen Walker on the television series
"Will & Grace," which earned her multiple Emmy Awards and widespread recognition.

Q: Is "Risky Business" considered a classic film?
A: Yes, "Risky Business" is considered a classic film, often cited as one of the best films of the 1980s and
recognized for its cultural significance and influence on future cinema.

Q: What legacy has "Risky Business" left on modern cinema?
A: "Risky Business" has left a legacy of inspiring coming-of-age films, influencing storytelling techniques, and
shaping the representation of youth culture in cinema.

Q: How has Megan Mullally's career evolved since "Risky Business"?
A: Since "Risky Business," Megan Mullally's career has evolved significantly, leading to major roles in
television, theater, and film, with a focus on her comedic talents and versatile performances.
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high school play when she auditioned to play opposite him in The Bonfire of the Vanities. Picture
Danny Thomas as The Godfather, or Marilyn Monroe as Cleopatra. This reference work lists
hundreds of such stories: actors who didn't get cast or who turned down certain parts. Each entry,
organized alphabetically by film title, gives the character and actor cast, a list of other actors
considered for that role, and the details of the casting decision. Information is drawn from extensive
research and interviews. From About Last Night (which John Belushi turned down at his brother's
urging) to Zulu (in which Michael Caine was not cast because he didn't look Cockney enough), this
book lets you imagine how different your favorite films could have been.
  megan mullally in risky business: Disney Voice Actors Thomas S. Hischak, 2011-10-06 This
biographical dictionary is devoted to the actors who provided voices for all the Disney animated
theatrical shorts and features from the 1928 Mickey Mouse cartoon Steamboat Willie to the 2010
feature film Tangled. More than 900 men, women, and child actors from more than 300 films are
covered, with biographical information, individual career summaries, and descriptions of the
animated characters they have performed. Among those listed are Adriana Caselotti, of Snow White
fame; Clarence Nash, the voice of Donald Duck; Sterling Holloway, best known for his vocal
portrayal of Winnie the Pooh; and such show business luminaries as Bing Crosby, Bob Newhart,
George Sanders, Dinah Shore, Jennifer Tilly and James Woods. In addition, a complete directory of
animated Disney films enables the reader to cross-reference the actors with their characters.
  megan mullally in risky business: The Greatest Love Story Ever Told Megan Mullally, Nick
Offerman, 2019-09-03 *A New York Times Bestseller* Megan Mullally and Nick Offerman reveal the
full story behind their epic romance—presented in a series of intimate conversations between the
couple, including photos, anecdotes, and the occasional puzzle. The year: 2000. The setting: Los
Angeles. A gorgeous virtuoso of an actress agreed to star in a random play, and a basement-dwelling
scenic carpenter said he would assay a supporting role in the selfsame pageant. At the first
rehearsal she surveyed her fellow cast members, determining if any of the men might qualify to
provide her with a satisfying fling. Her gaze fell upon the carpenter, and like a bolt of lightning the
thought struck her: no dice. Moving on. Yet, unbeknownst to our protagonists, Cupid had merely set
down his bow and picked up a rocket launcher...that fired a love rocket (not a euphemism). The
players were Megan Mullally and Nick Offerman, and the resulting romance, once ignited,
was...epic. Beyond epic. It resulted in a coupling that has endured to this day; a sizzling, perpetual
tryst that has captivated the world with its kindness, athleticism, astonishingly low-brow humor, and
true (fire emoji) passion. How did they do it? They came from completely different families, ignored
a significant age difference, and were separated by the gulf of several social strata. Megan loved
books and art history; Nick loved hammers. But much more than these seemingly unsurpassable
obstacles were the values they held in common: respect, decency, the ability to mention genitalia in
almost any context, and an abiding obsession with the songs of Tom Waits. Eighteen years later,
they're still very much in love and have finally decided to reveal the philosophical mountains they
have conquered, the lessons they've learned, and the myriad jigsaw puzzles they've completed.
Presented as an oral history in a series of conversations between the couple, the book features
anecdotes, hijinks, photos, and a veritable grab bag of tomfoolery. This is not only the intoxicating
book that Mullally's and Offerman's fans have been waiting for, it might just hold the solution to the
greatest threat facing our modern world: the single life.
  megan mullally in risky business: Freckled Identical Twin Sisters Lynn Morgan, 2022-11-14
Twins Gail and Lynn loved being twins growing up. They were protective of each other, counted on
each other, and always had a partner in sports. They signed an unwritten oath to never rat on each
other. That means they never admitted to doing something wrong or wild and crazy. They either
both confessed they were guilty, or both confessed to being innocent. Their bond and loyalty were
unbreakable, which the average person does not understand. When in trouble, they became one
person with a united front. It was never discussed, just understood.
  megan mullally in risky business: The Ultimate History of the '80s Teen Movie James King,
2019-03-19 For fans of The Movies That Made Us, a behind-the-scenes look at what went into



making the favorite blockbuster films of the 1980s. A trip back to the era of troubled teens and
awesome soundtracks; of Reagan, rap, and Ridgemont High; of MTV, VHS, and “Axel F”; of
outsiders, lost boys, and dead poets; of Bill and Ted, Brooke Shields, and the Brat Pack; of three
Porky’s flicks, two Coreys, and one summer when “Baby” refused to be put in a corner. The Ultimate
History of the ’80s Teen Movie goes behind the scenes of a genre where cult hits mingled with
studio blockbusters, where giants like Spielberg and Coppola rubbed shoulders with baby-faced
first-timers, and where future superstars Sean, Demi, and Tom all got their big break. Music,
comedy, and politics all play a part in the surprisingly complex history of the ’80s teen movie. And
while the films might have been aimed primarily at adolescents, the best tackle universal issues and
remain relevant to all ages. From a late ’70s Hollywood influx to an early ’90s indie scene that gave
youth cinema a timely reboot, film expert James King highlights the personal struggles, the social
changes, and the boardroom shake-ups that produced an iconic time in movie history. “Admirably
opting for analysis over nostalgia and gossip, King examines the origin, production, and cultural
afterlife of seemingly every youth-centric 1980s movie you've ever heard of and more . . . An
excellent adventure through a distinct and genre-spanning era in cinema history. For casual movie
fans and industry-minded cinephiles alike.” —Library Journal
  megan mullally in risky business: Revenge of the Nerd Curtis Armstrong, 2017-07-11 Risky
Business. Revenge of the Nerds. Better Off Dead. Moonlighting. Supernatural. American Dad. New
Girl. What do all of these movies and television shows have in common? Curtis Armstrong. A
legendary comedic second banana to a litany of major stars, Curtis is forever cemented in the public
imagination as Booger from Revenge of the Nerds. A classically trained actor, Curtis began his
incredible 40-year career on stage but progressed rapidly to film and television. He was typecast
early and it proved to be the best thing that could have happened. But there’s more to Curtis’ story
than that. Born and bred a nerd, he spent his early years between Detroit, a city so nerdy that the
word was coined there in 1951, and, improbably, Geneva, Switzerland. His adolescence and early
adulthood was spent primarily between the covers of a book and indulging his nerdy obsessions. It
was only when he found his true calling, as an actor and unintentional nerd icon, that he found true
happiness. With whip-smart, self-effacing humor, Armstrong takes us on a most unlikely
journey—one nerd’s hilarious, often touching rise to the middle. He started his life as an outcast and
matured into...well, an older, slightly paunchier, hopefully wiser outcast. In Hollywood, as in life,
that counts as winning the game.
  megan mullally in risky business: Leonard Maltin's 2015 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2014-09-02 NEARLY 16,000 ENTRIES INCLUDING 300+ NEW ENTRIES AND MORE THAN 13,000
DVD LISTINGS Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock,
Billy Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2015 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW: • Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with 300+ new entries • More than 25,000
DVD and video listings • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos MORE: • Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 • Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB • Exact running times—an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited • Reviews of little-known sleepers,
foreign films, rarities, and classics • Leonard’s personal list of Must-See Movies • Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white • Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format • Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated index of leading actors
  megan mullally in risky business: Leonard Maltin's 2013 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2012-09-04 NEW More than 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with more than 300 new entries NEW
More than 13,000 DVD and 13,000 video listings NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online



sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos NEW Completely updated index of leading
performers MORE Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB MORE Exact running times—an invaluable guide
for recording and for discovering which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known
sleepers, foreign films, rarities, and classics AND Leonard's personal list of fifty notable debut
features Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy
Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2013 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. • Date of release, running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white •
Concise summary, capsule review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on
films shot in widescreen format • Symbols for DVD s, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated
index of leading actors • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos
  megan mullally in risky business: Celebrity Crosswords Puzzability, 2005-10 These
crossword puzzles are packed with names of famous people, movies, TV shows, and songs.
  megan mullally in risky business: The Video Librarian , 2005
  megan mullally in risky business: The Hollywood Reporter , 2006
  megan mullally in risky business: The Operator Thomas R. King, 2001-06-12 “A crazy
American epic” –Newsweek Complex, contentious, and blessed with the perfect-pitch ability to find
the next big talent, David Geffen has shaped American popular culture and transformed the way
Hollywood does business. His dazzling career has included the roles of power agent, record-industry
mogul, Broadway producer, and billionaire Hollywood studio founder–but from the beginning his
accomplishments have been shadowed by the ruthlessness with which he has pursued fame, money,
and power. With The Operator, Tom King–who interviewed Geffen for the book and had unimpeded
access to his circle of intimates–presents a mesmerizing chronicle of Geffen’s meteoric rise from the
mailroom at William Morris, as well as a captivating tour of thirty sizzling years of Hollywood
history. Drawing on the recollections of celebrities such as Tom Cruise, Yoko Ono, Warren Beatty,
Courtney Love, Paul Simon, and even Cher (whom Geffen nearly married), The Operator transports
readers to a world that is as ruthless as it is dazzling, revealing a great American story about
success and the bargains made for it. “A detailed portrait of Hollywood’s premier manipulator…The
Operator is as much a composite portrait of the ‘New Hollywood’ as it is of the fifty-seven-year-old
partner in DreamWorks SKG.” –San Francisco Chronicle “Illuminating...[The Operator] shows how
raging ambition and chutzpah are as much valued as talent–or more so–in determining success.”
–Philadelphia Inquirer
  megan mullally in risky business: Forgotten Disney Kathy Merlock Jackson, Carl H.
Sederholm, Mark I. West, 2023-06-28 This work demonstrates that not everything that Disney
touched turned to gold. In its first 100 years, the company had major successes that transformed
filmmaking and culture, but it also had its share of unfinished projects, unmet expectations, and
box-office misses. Some works failed but nevertheless led to other more stunning and lucrative ones;
others shed light on periods when the Disney Company was struggling to establish or re-establish its
brand. In addition, many Disney properties, popular in their time but lost to modern audiences,
emerge as forgotten gems. By exploring the studio's missteps, this book provides a more complex
portrayal of the history of the company than one would gain from a simple recounting of its many
hits. With essays by writers from across the globe, it also asserts that what endures or is forgotten
varies from person to person, place to place, or generation to generation. What one dismisses,
someone else recalls with deep fondness as a magical Disney memory.
  megan mullally in risky business: Film Review , 1984 The year's releases in review, with
necrologies and brief articles.



  megan mullally in risky business: Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 2004 Leonard
Maltin, 2003-09-30 The leading authority on American film is back with the latest edition of his
indispensable (Los Angeles Times) and bestselling movie and video guide. Leonard Maltin's Movie
and Video Guide 2004 is the best, biggest, and most up-to-date of its kind. The comprehensive 2004
guide includes: € Capsule reviews of more than 18,000 films, including more than 300 new entries €
More than 13,000 listings of videocassettes and 8,000 DVD listings € Write-ups on every film series
€ A revised index of leading actors and actresses € Leonard Maltin's exclusive list of Fifty Films That
Got Away: Movies You Really Ought to See ...and much, much more.
  megan mullally in risky business: Leonard Maltin's 2009 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
Cathleen Anderson, Luke Sader, Mike Clark, Rob Edelman, Spencer Green, 2008 More than 17,000
entries, including 300 +new entries, more than 10,000 DVD and 14,000 video listings--Cover. Also
includes mail-order and online sources for home video, widescreen glossary
  megan mullally in risky business: 2004 Movie & Video Guide Leonard Maltin's , 2003
  megan mullally in risky business: Annual Index to Motion Picture Credits , 1983
  megan mullally in risky business: An Accidental History of Canada Megan J. Davies,
Geoffrey L. Hudson, 2024-07-15 Although Canadian history has no shortage of stories about
disasters and accidents, the phenomena of risk, upset, and misfortune have been largely overlooked
by historians. Disasters get their due, but not so the smaller-scale accident where fate is more
intimate. Yet such events often have a vivid afterlife in the communities where they happen, and the
way in which they are explained and remembered has significant social, cultural, and political
meaning. An Accidental History of Canada brings together original studies of an intriguing range of
accidents stretching from the 1630s to the 1970s. These include workplace, domestic, childhood,
and leisure accidents in colonial, Indigenous, rural, and urban settings. Whether arising from
colonial power relations, urban dangers, perils in resource extraction, or hazardous recreations,
most accidents occur within circumstances of vulnerability, and reveal precarity and inequities not
otherwise apparent. Contributors to this volume are alert to the intersections of the settler agenda
and the elevation of risk that it brings. Indigenous and settler ways of understanding accidents are
juxtaposed, with chapters exploring the links between accidents and the rise of the modern state. An
Accidental History of Canada makes plain that whether they are interpreted as an intervention by
providence, a miscalculation, an inevitability, or the result of observable risk, accidents – and our
responses to them – reveal shared values.
  megan mullally in risky business: Bibliographic Guide to Music New York Public Library.
Music Division, 1997
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