
killing is my business original cover
killing is my business original cover is a phrase that resonates deeply
within the heavy metal music community, particularly among fans of the iconic
band Megadeth. This expression refers specifically to the artwork of
Megadeth's debut album, "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!"
Released in 1985, the original cover art has become a symbol of the band's
aggressive style and thematic focus on violence, warfare, and societal
issues. In this article, we will explore the significance of the original
cover, its artistic elements, the controversies surrounding it, and its
lasting impact on the heavy metal genre. Additionally, we will delve into the
various iterations of the cover and how they reflect the evolution of
Megadeth's identity.

Understanding the context and details surrounding the "Killing Is My
Business" original cover offers insights not only into the band's early years
but also into the broader cultural landscape of the 1980s metal scene.
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Historical Background of Megadeth
Megadeth was formed in 1983 by Dave Mustaine, who had previously been a
guitarist for Metallica. Following his departure from Metallica, Mustaine
aimed to create a band that would push the boundaries of speed metal and
thrash. The lineup of the band quickly evolved, culminating in the release of
their first album, "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" in 1985.
This album marked a significant moment in the thrash metal genre, blending
intricate guitar work with aggressive vocals and politically charged lyrics.

The creation of the album came at a time when heavy metal was rapidly gaining



popularity, with bands like Metallica, Slayer, and Anthrax leading the
charge. Megadeth sought to carve out its niche with a distinct sound that
emphasized technical proficiency and lyrical depth. The original cover art
played a critical role in establishing the band's identity and setting the
tone for their music.

Artistic Elements of the Original Cover

Design and Imagery
The original cover of "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!"
features a striking illustration by Ed Repka, known for his work in the metal
genre. The artwork depicts a grim figure, a skull-faced character, surrounded
by various elements symbolizing death and destruction, including a pile of
bones and a business suit. This visual representation perfectly encapsulates
the album's themes of violence and the darker side of human nature.

Color Palette and Style
The color palette of the original cover is predominantly dark, utilizing
shades of black, red, and yellow. This choice enhances the menacing
atmosphere of the artwork and aligns with the aggressive tone of the music.
The cartoonish yet macabre style of the illustration has become a hallmark of
Megadeth's branding, often revisited in later releases.

Controversies and Revisions of the Cover

Initial Reception
Upon its release, the original cover art sparked considerable debate. Some
critics praised its boldness and creativity, while others deemed it
gratuitously violent and offensive. This divergence of opinions highlighted
the tension within the heavy metal community regarding the portrayal of
violence in art and music.

Subsequent Changes
Due to the backlash, Megadeth later released revised versions of the album
cover. One notable change occurred when the original cover was replaced with
a more subdued version for reissues in the 1990s. This revision aimed to
mitigate the controversies while still retaining the essence of the album.
However, fans often regard the original cover as a classic representation of
the band's early style.



Impact on the Heavy Metal Genre
The "Killing Is My Business" original cover significantly influenced the
heavy metal genre, setting a precedent for the visual representation of music
in this style. The combination of intricate artwork and thematic consistency
became a blueprint for other bands in the genre. Many followed Megadeth's
lead by incorporating elaborate illustrations that reflected their music's
intensity and message.

Moreover, the album itself played a crucial role in the evolution of thrash
metal, showcasing technical musicianship and complex song structures that
would inspire countless bands in the years to come. The original cover
remains an iconic symbol of this movement, embodying the spirit of rebellion
and the raw energy of the metal scene.

Legacy of the Original Cover
Today, the original cover of "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is
Good!" is celebrated not just as an album cover but as a piece of art that
encapsulates a critical era in heavy metal history. It has been featured in
various retrospectives and is often referenced in discussions about iconic
album art. Collectors seek original pressings with the first cover, and it
continues to hold value among fans and music historians alike.

Furthermore, the enduring popularity of the album and its cover art has led
to various merchandise, including T-shirts, posters, and art prints, further
solidifying its place in popular culture. Megadeth's use of the original
artwork in their branding has helped maintain its relevance, connecting new
generations of fans to the band's storied history.

Conclusion
The "Killing Is My Business" original cover remains a powerful symbol within
the heavy metal community, representing the fusion of music and art that
defines the genre. Its bold imagery, combined with the album's aggressive
sound, has left a lasting impact on both fans and artists alike. As Megadeth
continues to evolve, the original cover art serves as a reminder of their
roots and the cultural significance of their contributions to music.

Q: What is the significance of the original cover of
"Killing Is My Business"?
A: The original cover is significant as it visually represents the themes of
violence and chaos present in Megadeth's music. Its striking artwork helped
establish the band's identity in the heavy metal genre.



Q: Who designed the original cover art for
Megadeth's debut album?
A: The original cover art was designed by Ed Repka, who became well-known for
his distinctive style in the metal genre.

Q: Why was the original cover controversial?
A: The original cover was controversial due to its graphic imagery and
perceived glorification of violence, leading to mixed reactions from critics
and fans.

Q: How did Megadeth respond to the backlash
regarding the original cover?
A: Megadeth responded to the backlash by releasing revised versions of the
album cover in subsequent reissues to address concerns while still aiming to
maintain the album's essence.

Q: What impact did the original cover have on future
heavy metal album art?
A: The original cover set a precedent for heavy metal album art, encouraging
other bands to adopt elaborate and thematically consistent artwork to
complement their music.

Q: Is the original cover art still relevant today?
A: Yes, the original cover art remains relevant today, celebrated in
retrospectives and sought after by collectors, as it is a significant piece
of heavy metal history.

Q: Are there any notable merchandise items featuring
the original cover art?
A: Yes, notable merchandise items include T-shirts, posters, and art prints
featuring the original cover art, which continue to be popular among fans.

Q: What does the skull-faced character on the cover



represent?
A: The skull-faced character represents the themes of death and destruction,
encapsulating the aggressive tone of the music and the overall message of the
album.

Q: How has the perception of the original cover
changed over time?
A: Over time, the perception of the original cover has evolved from
controversy to appreciation, with it now being recognized as an iconic
representation of the band's early work and heavy metal culture.

Q: What era of heavy metal does the original cover
reflect?
A: The original cover reflects the mid-1980s era of heavy metal,
characterized by the rise of thrash metal and a focus on technical
musicianship and darker themes.
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  killing is my business original cover: Skull Sourcebook , 2016-05-10 Skull Sourcebook
explores the symbolism, meaning, and breathtaking, cultural art of the human skull, one of the most
iconic symbols in the world.
  killing is my business original cover: Metallica Chris Ingham, 2025-02-27 A deep dive into
the music and songwriting of the world's greatest heavy metal band: Metallica. A must-read for any
metalhead, Metallica: The Stories Behind the Songs breaks down the writing and recording of every
track from each of the band's studio albums, including classic records such as Master of Puppets
(1986) and Metallica ('The Black Album') (1991), right through to 2023's 72 Seasons. Written by
former Metal Hammer publisher Chris Ingham and Illustrated with hundreds of stunning photos
spanning more than 40 years, this updated entry in the bestselling Stories Behind the Songs series
explores the influences behind more than 100 of the band's most celebrated tracks, offering fans a
unique perspective into the creation, evolution and performance of their favourite songs. Packed
with insight and analysis, this is a revealing guide to Metallica's discography from a true authority
on the band, and an essential read for any fan.
  killing is my business original cover: Metal Garry Sharpe-Young, 2007 This is a
comprehensive, illustrated book about one of the most enduringly popular forms of music.
Combining biography, critical analysis, and detailed reference sections, it profiles all the major
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heavy metal artists as well as a huge selection of other niche acts from around the world. Metal: The
Definitive Guide includes new firsthand interviews with many major metal musicians and detailed
discographies. It is the definitive metal encyclopedia.The over 300 illustrations in this book
encompass fantastic including artist pictures and memorabilia such as posters, ticket stubs, and
much more.
  killing is my business original cover: Metallica - Updated Edition Martin Popoff, 2016-09-01
This new, thoroughly updated edition is the ultimate tribute to Metallica, complete with coverage of
the band's most recent DVD set and live albums. Formed in Los Angeles in 1981, Metallica has
become the best-selling heavy metal group in music history, with an estimated 100 million
worldwide album sales. The band has toured and performed on all seven continents. In this updated
edition of Metallica: The Complete Illustrated History, acclaimed heavy metal journalist Martin
Popoff leads a roster of celebrated heavy metal writers in taking on Metallica's story, analyzing
studio albums, and providing a complete discography. More than 300 images complement the band's
story: their formative years spent woodshedding in the clubs of Los Angeles; tragedies, such as the
death of founding bassist Cliff Burton; the triumphs of multiple platinum recordings; personnel
changes, such as the departures of Dave Mustaine and Jason Newsted; and tours around the world.
Live-performance and candid backstage photographs are accompanied by memorabilia. This updated
edition includes coverage of Metallica's two Orion Music + More festival gigs in 2012 and 2013; the
band's 2012 departure from Warner Bros. and the formation of Blackened Records; the release of
the Quebec Magnetic two DVD live set in 2012; and the release of Through the Never, an innovative
3D, no-dialog horror movie interspersed with Metallica live footage and a live soundtrack album in
2013. The band's Antarctica performance generated a digital live album, Freeze 'Em All, and
Metallica toured the world in 2013, 2014, and 2015, with shows from England to Norway to Peru. All
of this history and more is packed in the updated edition of Metallica. Consider this updated edition
a loud tribute to one of heavy metal's hardest-rocking bands.
  killing is my business original cover: Metallica Martin Popoff, 2013-11-15 DIVFormed in Los
Angeles in 1981, Metallica has become the single bestselling heavy metal act in music history, with
more than 100 million album sales to its credit. Now based in the San Francisco Bay Area, the band
remains hugely popular worldwide: in 2009, Metallicaâ€™s 1991 self-titled LP became the
bestselling album of the SoundScan era./divDIV/divDIVIn this book, the first complete illustrated
treatment of the band, acclaimed heavy metal journalist Martin Popoff leads a roster of respected
heavy metal writers to take on Metallicaâ€™s entire history, analyzing each of the groupâ€™s ten
studio albums (including 2011â€™s LuLu collaboration with Lou Reed) and providing a complete
discography. More than 300 images complement extensive band stories: their formative years spent
woodshedding in the clubs of Los Angeles, tragedies like the death of founding bassist Cliff Burton,
the triumphs of multiple platinum recordings, personnel changes like the departures of Dave
Mustaine and Jason Newsted, and tours covering the world over. Live-performance and candid
off-stage photographs are accompanied by a stunning selection of memorabilia, including gig
posters, concert tees, picture sleeves, backstage passes, buttons, ticket stubs, and
more./divDIV/divDIVBy following the same critically acclaimed, high-quality format as Voyageur
Pressâ€™ previous books on Led Zeppelin, Aerosmith, Queen, Iron Maiden, and others, Metallica:
The Complete Illustrated History is the authoritative tribute to one of historyâ€™s most successful
and admired heavy metal bands./div
  killing is my business original cover: Murder is My Business William Foster Hopkins, 1970
  killing is my business original cover: Bees Are My Business Harry J. Whitcombe, John
Scott Douglas, 2018-12-05 When Harry Whitcombe was seven years old he persuaded a not very
enthusiastic father to let him have a hive of bees. From that day on, bees were his business. It was
often a precarious business, but it was to prove its worth more than once during the depression,
when Whitcombe, still in high school, helped balance the family budget by selling five-gallon cans of
honey to a local grocer. Later the sale of his apiary, grown to a hundred colonies, helped pay his way
through college. As time went on, Harry Whitcombe found that his real interest lay in the part



beekeeping could be made to play in replenishing the soil through pollination of crops. There were
many lean years, but Harry Whitcombe persisted, and he became one of the largest shippers of
package bees in the world. He was the first man ever to ship bees by plane and his bees were flown
all over the United States and Canada and to Europe, India, Korea, Guam and Israel. This
heartwarming human success story is told against a background rich in information of vast
importance to all of us and of practical value to beekeepers. With amazing clarity the authors
describe the science of beekeeping from elementary facts about hives and swarms, to the science of
pollination. It is the only book of its kind that relates the story of the beekeeping industry to
agriculture. It tells the story of modern commercial beekeeping and vividly describes how bee
pollination contributes to man’s dinner table in meat, milk, butter, vegetables and fruits. It explains
how the application of insecticides, such as DDT, kills both beneficial as well as injurious insects and
how the honey bee has taken over pollination for continued production of many crops.
  killing is my business original cover: The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Daniel Bukszpan,
2003 Headbangers rejoice, because this fantastically illustrated encyclopedia includes all things
Metal, from influential bands such as Led Zeppelin, Blue Cheer, Iron Butterfly, Kiss, and Queen, to
M�tley Crue, Black Sabbath (before Ozzy became a family sitcom star), Deep Purple, Twisted
Sister, and Aerosmith, right up to Jane's Addiction, Las Cruces, Limp Bizkit, and today's most
extreme death metal bands. Not a single sub-genre or band goes uncovered. Well-researched and
fact-filled, the witty text befits the raucous bands that push musical-and all other-boundaries. From
obscure groups like Armored Saint and Norway's Mayhem to pioneers Grand Funk Railroad and Iron
Maiden to megastars like Ozzy Osbourne, Alice Cooper, Lita Ford, Van Halen, Joan Jett, and Marilyn
Manson, each entry contains vital statistics: a description of the band's history and sound; an
essential discography; the most current, comprehensive, popular compilations; and much more.
Special features cover such important details as Metal Fashion and the various metal genres. Def
Leppard, Faith No More, Guns n' Roses, Judas Priest, Metallica, AC/DC, Nine-Inch Nails, Poison,
Rage Against the Machine, and Japan's Loudness: all of the favorite (and not so favorite)
adrenaline-pumped, bizarre bands that make heavy metal the unique form it is appear in all their
glory.
  killing is my business original cover: Metallica Sem Hadland, 1998 Book and CD. The
complete history -- starting where it all began. A comprehensive discography with listings of several
hundred official albums, CDs, singles, promos, limited editions and bootlegs all with pictures and
cover scans. A complete list of all the cover songs Metallica have ever played, in the studio or on
stage. A family tree telling you where the band members have played before they joined Metallica,
and where they went when they left. An exclusive interview disc and sixteen pages of colour.
  killing is my business original cover: Damage Incorporated Glenn Pillsbury, 2013-09-05
Damage Incorporated is the first book about the legendary heavy metal band Metallica that provides
a detailed exploration of the group’s music and its place within the wider popular music landscape.
Written with a broad readership in mind, it offers an interdisciplinary study that incorporates a
range of topics which intersect with the band’s music and cultural influence. For students of popular
culture, mass media, and music, Damage Incorporated will be necessary reading, and sets a new
standard for the study and exploration of metal within the field of popular music studies.
  killing is my business original cover: Murder, Inc., and the Moral Life Robert Weldon
Whalen, 2016-09-01 In 1940 and 1941 a group of ruthless gangsters from Brooklyn’s Brownsville
neighborhood became the focus of media frenzy when they—dubbed “Murder Inc.,” by New York
World-Telegram reporter Harry Feeney—were tried for murder. It is estimated that collectively they
killed hundreds of people during a reign of terror that lasted from 1931 to 1940. As the trial played
out to a packed courtroom, shocked spectators gasped at the outrageous revelations made by gang
leader Abe “Kid Twist” Reles and his pack of criminal accomplices. News of the trial proliferated
throughout the country; at times it received more newspaper coverage than the unabated war being
waged overseas. The heinous crimes attributed to Murder, Inc., included not only murder and
torture but also auto theft, burglary, assaults, robberies, fencing stolen goods, distribution of illegal



drugs, and just about any “illegal activity from which a revenue could be derived.” When the trial
finally came to a stunning unresolved conclusion in November 1941, newspapers generated record
headlines. Once the trial was over, tales of the Murder, Inc., gang became legendary, spawning
countless books and memoirs and providing inspiration for the Hollywood gangster-movie genre.
These men were fearsome brutes with an astonishing ability to wield power. People were fascinated
by the “gangster” figure, which had become a symbol for moral evil and contempt and whose
popularity showed no signs of abating. As both a study in criminal behavior and a cultural
fascination that continues to permeate modern society, the reverberations of “Murder, Inc.” are
profound, including references in contemporary mass media. The Murder, Inc., story is as much a
tale of morality as it is a gangster history, and Murder, Inc., and the Moral Life by Robert Whalen
meshes both topics clearly and meticulously, relating the gangster phenomenon to modern moral
theory. Each chapter covers an aspect of the Murder, Inc., case and reflects on its ethical elements
and consequences. Whalen delves into the background of the criminals involved, their motives, and
the violent death that surrounded them; New York City’s immigrant gang culture and its role as
“Gangster City”; fiery politicians Fiorello La Guardia and Thomas E. Dewey and the choices they
made to clean up the city; and the role of the gangster in popular culture and how it relates to “real
life.” Whalen puts a fresh spin on the two topics, providing a vivid narrative with both historical and
moral perspective.
  killing is my business original cover: Contemporary Musicians , 1993
  killing is my business original cover: Metallica Ben Apatoff, 2021-08-15 The metal band
everybody knows—but nobody has ever figured out. Ben Apatoff has taken the ultimate deep dive
into the dark legend of Metallica, one of rock's weirdest and most fascinating mysteries. In this
brilliant book, he tells the definitive story of how a band of nobodies took on the world—and why the
world will never be the same. —Rob Sheffield, author of Dreaming the Beatles METALLICA: THE
$24.95 BOOK looks at Metallica's cultural significance, with chapters devoted to each member, each
album, touring, fashion, books, film, influences, fandom, history, and more, exploring the band's
ideologies along the way. With more than 125 million records sold worldwide, Metallica is the
biggest metal band of all time. Four decades into their unparalleled career, Metallica is a massive
cultural force who drastically changed the sound of popular music by creating their own rules. Yet
for all their popularity, Metallica can seem impenetrable, raising more questions and inspiring more
discourse as their mythos grows. Metallica, by dedicated fan and music journalist Ben Apatoff,
including previously unpublished photos and a foreword by What Are You Doing Here? author Laina
Dawes, provides an in-depth look at the band and their music that both die-hard fans and newcomers
can enjoy.
  killing is my business original cover: Summary of Dave Mustaine & Joe Layden's
Mustaine Everest Media,, 2022-06-21T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 I was often absent from school, and as a result became
something of a phantom to my classmates and teachers. I was born in 1961 in La Mesa, California.
My parents divorced when I was four years old, and my father became some sort of shadowy figure.
#2 I have memories of a benign man smoking a pipe, reading the newspaper, and calling me over to
kiss him good night. I know that people under the influence are capable of unspeakably bad
behavior, but I choose to believe that my father was not an evil man. #3 I grew up with the fear of
being sent to live with my father if I misbehaved. My father was a monster, but he was also a
weapon used against me by my mother to keep me in line. I had no fear because I’d grown
accustomed to being knocked around in school. #4 I was a lonely kid, and I made up my own
universe to escape into. I played with a lot of plastic models, and my world was the safest place I
could find. I was a survivor, and I endured some shit.
  killing is my business original cover: All Music Guide Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra,
Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2001-11 Arranged in sixteen musical categories, provides entries for
twenty thousand releases from four thousand artists, and includes a history of each musical genre.
  killing is my business original cover: All Music Guide to Rock Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris



Woodstra, Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2002-04 This fun-to-read, easy-to-use reference has been
completely updated, expanded, and revised with reviews of over 12,000 great albums by over 2,000
artists and groups in all rock genres. 50 charts.
  killing is my business original cover: Contemporary Musicians Julia Rubiner, 1993-05
Contemporary Musicians provides comprehensive information on more than 4,500 musicians and
groups from around the world. Entries include a detailed biographical essay, selected discographies,
contact information and a list of sources.
  killing is my business original cover: The Rough Guide to Rock Peter Buckley, 2003
Compiles career biographies of over 1,200 artists and rock music reviews written by fans covering
every phase of rock from R & B through punk and rap.
  killing is my business original cover: The Great Rock Discography Martin Charles Strong,
1998 Martin Strong's best-selling and highly acclaimed monster reference book is now in its fourth
edition. Encyclopaedic in scope, the book contains incomparable details on all the great figures in
the development of the rock genre.
  killing is my business original cover: For Better, For Murder Lisa Bork, 2010-09-08 Jolene
Asdale is one sale away from becoming a successful Finger Lakes businesswoman. But her dream
gets derailed when a dead body rolls out of the shiny Ferrari in her exotic car showroom, instantly
taking her from entrepreneur to murder suspect. Arriving on the scene to investigate is Deputy Ray
Parker, Jolene's almost-ex-husband, whose suspicions are raised when he learns of Jolene's public
(and allegedly violent) argument with the victim. When Ray discovers wads of cash in her
home—along with signs that Jolene is colluding with her unpredictable, fugitive sister—he is all but
convinced of Jolene's guilt. But could a spite-driven local be trying to frame her? Or is an
out-of-towner trying to taint the popular tourist town? Facing bankruptcy, a murder conviction, and
divorce from the man she still loves, Jolene will do whatever it takes to solve the crime and save
herself from a loveless life behind bars . . . even if it means careening into the path of a killer. From
the thrill of exotic sports cars to the ups and downs of family life, For Better, For Murder kicks off a
unique new mystery series. For Better, For Murder is a finalist for the 2009 Agatha Award in the
category of Best First Novel.
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