
interior decoration business plan
interior decoration business plan serves as a roadmap for entrepreneurs
looking to succeed in the competitive field of interior design. Crafting a
comprehensive business plan is essential for both established designers and
newcomers, as it outlines the strategic direction, operational structure, and
financial projections necessary for success. This article will delve into the
critical components of an effective interior decoration business plan,
including market analysis, services offered, marketing strategies, and
financial planning. By understanding these elements, aspiring interior
decorators can establish a solid foundation for their business and drive
growth in a thriving industry.
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Understanding the Market

Before launching an interior decoration business, it is crucial to conduct
thorough market research. Understanding your target market is the first step
in creating a successful interior decoration business plan. This includes
identifying demographics, preferences, and trends that influence consumer
choices in home and commercial spaces.

Market Trends and Demographics

Current trends in interior decoration can significantly impact demand. For
instance, growing interest in sustainable and eco-friendly designs has led to
a surge in demand for materials that are both stylish and environmentally



responsible. Moreover, understanding the demographics of your target
audience—such as age, income level, and lifestyle—can help tailor your
services effectively.

Competitor Analysis

Analyzing competitors is another vital component of market understanding. By
examining what other interior decorators offer, their pricing strategies, and
their marketing techniques, you can identify gaps in the market that your
business can fill. This analysis should include:

Identifying key competitors in your area.

Assessing their strengths and weaknesses.

Understanding pricing models and service offerings.

Analyzing customer reviews and feedback.

Defining Your Services

Once you have a firm grasp of the market, the next step is to define the
services your interior decoration business will offer. A clear and distinct
service offering will help you stand out in a crowded market and attract your
ideal clientele.

Types of Services

Interior decorators can provide a range of services, from residential to
commercial projects. Some popular services include:

Space planning

Color consultation

Furniture selection and procurement

Custom window treatments

Lighting design



Home staging for real estate

Project management

Unique Selling Proposition (USP)

Your Unique Selling Proposition is what sets you apart from competitors. It
could be specialized expertise in a particular style, such as minimalist or
vintage designs, or a unique customer experience that you provide. Clearly
articulating your USP in your business plan will help attract clients who
resonate with your vision.

Marketing Strategies

Developing effective marketing strategies is essential for attracting clients
and generating leads. A well-rounded marketing plan should utilize both
online and offline methods to reach a broader audience.

Online Marketing Techniques

In today's digital age, having a robust online presence is vital. Consider
the following strategies:

Creating a professional website showcasing your portfolio.

Utilizing social media platforms such as Instagram and Pinterest to
share design inspirations and completed projects.

Implementing SEO strategies to improve your website's visibility.

Engaging potential clients through email marketing campaigns.

Offline Marketing Techniques

While online marketing is crucial, offline strategies should not be
overlooked. Networking within your community can lead to valuable
connections. Consider these methods:



Attending local trade shows and home improvement expos.

Collaborating with real estate agents and builders.

Hosting workshops or seminars on interior design trends.

Creating partnerships with furniture stores and suppliers.

Financial Projections

Financial planning is a cornerstone of any business plan, including an
interior decoration business plan. A well-structured financial overview will
help you understand your startup costs, revenue streams, and profitability
outlook.

Startup Costs

Identifying startup costs is essential for funding your business and ensuring
a smooth launch. Common startup expenses for an interior decoration business
may include:

Business registration and licensing fees.

Website development costs.

Marketing and advertising expenses.

Office supplies and equipment.

Insurance and legal fees.

Revenue Streams

Understanding potential revenue streams can help project profitability.
Common revenue streams in the interior decoration industry include:

Consultation fees.



Commission on furniture and decor sales.

Fees for project management services.

Staging fees for real estate.

Operational Plan

The operational plan outlines how your business will function on a day-to-day
basis. This section should detail your business structure, team roles, and
operational workflow.

Business Structure

Deciding on your business structure—whether sole proprietorship, partnership,
or LLC—affects your taxes, liability, and business operations. Choose a
structure that aligns with your business goals and provides adequate
protection.

Team Roles and Responsibilities

If you plan to hire staff, clearly define roles and responsibilities. This
may include:

Interior designers

Project managers

Marketing specialists

Administrative support

Conclusion

Creating a robust interior decoration business plan is essential for
establishing a successful enterprise in the interior design industry. By
understanding the market, defining your services, implementing effective



marketing strategies, and preparing thorough financial projections, you lay
the groundwork for sustainable growth and client satisfaction. A
comprehensive operational plan further ensures that your business runs
smoothly, allowing you to focus on what you do best: transforming spaces into
beautiful, functional environments.

Q: What is an interior decoration business plan?
A: An interior decoration business plan is a strategic document that outlines
the goals, services, market analysis, financial projections, and operational
structure of an interior design business. It serves as a roadmap for business
growth and success.

Q: How do I conduct market research for my interior
decoration business?
A: To conduct market research, analyze trends, demographics, and competitors
in the interior design industry. Utilize surveys, online research, and local
resources to gather data that informs your business strategy.

Q: What services should I include in my interior
decoration business plan?
A: Your services should reflect your expertise and target market. Common
services include space planning, color consultation, furniture selection, and
home staging. Tailor your offerings based on market demand and your unique
skills.

Q: How can I effectively market my interior
decoration business?
A: Effective marketing can include creating a professional website, utilizing
social media, networking with local businesses, and attending industry
events. A combination of online and offline strategies will maximize your
reach.

Q: What are typical startup costs for an interior
decoration business?
A: Typical startup costs can include business registration, marketing
expenses, website development, office supplies, and insurance. It's important
to create a detailed budget to understand your financial needs before
launching.



Q: How do I determine my pricing strategy?
A: To determine your pricing strategy, consider your costs, market rates, and
the perceived value of your services. Research competitors' pricing and
adjust your rates based on your unique offerings and target clientele.

Q: What is a Unique Selling Proposition (USP) in
interior decoration?
A: A Unique Selling Proposition (USP) is what differentiates your interior
decoration services from competitors. It could be specialized design
expertise, exceptional customer service, or a focus on sustainable materials.

Q: How should I structure my interior decoration
business?
A: Your business structure can be a sole proprietorship, partnership, or LLC.
Choose a structure that suits your operational needs and provides the
necessary legal protections for your business.

Q: What financial projections should I include in my
business plan?
A: Include detailed startup costs, projected revenues, expenses, and break-
even analysis. This financial overview helps secure funding and guides your
business towards profitability.

Q: Why is an operational plan important for my
interior decoration business?
A: An operational plan outlines daily business functions, team roles, and
workflows. It ensures organizational efficiency and helps you manage
resources effectively, contributing to overall business success.
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  interior decoration business plan: How to Start a Home-Based Interior Design Business ,
2015-05-15 Have you ever dreamed of starting your own home-based interior design business? Have
you been hesitant to put your business plans into action? This book contains all the necessary tools
and success strategies you need to launch and grow your business. An experienced designer shares
her experiences and advice on every aspect of setting up and running a thriving home-based interior
design business. Learn how to develop a business plan, estimate your start-up costs, price your
services, and stay profitable once you're in business. Read all about getting clients and referrals,
outshining the competition, bidding competitively, establishing your daily schedule, organizing your
business, getting paid and much more. The book is packed with worksheets, including products and
services charts, a sample balance worksheet, a profit-and-loss worksheet, a cash-flow projections
worksheet, a weekly accounting ledger, a vendor sale sheet, and a bid sheet.
  interior decoration business plan: The Interior Design Business Handbook Mary V.
Knackstedt, 2012-09-11 Thousands of interior design professionals have come to rely on The Interior
Design Business Handbook for comprehensive, accessible coverage of the essential procedures,
tools, and techniques necessary to manage a successful interior design business. The Fifth Edition of
this essential resource has been revised to address the latest trends and changes in the field, with
new and updated material on business size and structure, building a brand, client development,
social networking and Internet marketing, finances, purchasing, technology and software programs,
and other key areas. Complete with more than 75 sample forms and letters, this Fifth Edition is a
one-stop resource for all aspects of establishing and running an interior design business from
choosing a location and managing day-to-day operations to growing a business and putting it up for
sale. All of the techniques and procedures in the book are rooted in real-world experience and are
used daily in successful design firms throughout the United States. Filled with valuable information
for solo practices and small firms as well as larger businesses, this book is an indispensable resource
for seasoned professionals as well as interior designers who are at the start of their career.
  interior decoration business plan: How to Start a Home-Based Interior Design Business Nita
Phillips, 2009-06-24 For anyone who has ever dreamed of starting a home-based interior design
business but has been hesitant to put a business plan into action, this book contains all the
necessary tools and success strategies needed to launch, run, and grow a thriving business. An
experienced designer shares her experiences and advice on every aspect of the trade. In addition to
the essentials common to the series, this book is packed with worksheets, including a · products and
services chart · sample balance worksheet · profit-and-loss worksheet · cash-flow projections
worksheet · weekly accounting ledger · vendor sale sheet · bid sheet. New to this edition are
numerous sidebars and lists with new information on “green” home furnishings and environmentally
friendly paints that clients may ask about.
  interior decoration business plan: The Beginner's Guide to Interior Design Business
Barrett Williams, ChatGPT, 2025-04-28 Step into the world of creativity and business acumen with
The Beginner's Guide to Interior Design Business. This comprehensive guide is your roadmap to
launching a successful career in the vibrant field of interior design. Whether you're dreaming of
crafting Boho-Chic children's rooms or mastering the art of client consultations, this book covers
every aspect of the journey. Start with a foundation in understanding the dynamic interior design
industry and the vital role of a designer. Discover how to carve out your unique niche, whether
you're drawn to residential spaces or specific stylistic expressions. Each chapter builds on your
business acumen, from laying out a detailed business plan to navigating the legal necessities like
licenses, insurance, and structuring your business entity. Developing a strong brand identity is key
in this visually driven industry, and this guide equips you with strategies to define and market your
personal style effectively. Learn to craft a distinctive design style, leveraging cultural influences and
sustainable materials, creating spaces that captivate and inspire. Dive into the practicalities of
running a design business, with insights into partnering with vendors and suppliers, mastering
project management and client relations, and keeping up with the cutting-edge technology that



propels modern design. The book empowers you to build comprehensive business strategies for
networking, pricing, contracting, and ultimately growing your enterprise. Avoid common pitfalls
with guidance from real-world scenarios, helping you thrive in the face of challenges. The Beginner's
Guide to Interior Design Business ensures you stay inspired with continuous learning and creativity,
positioning you to embrace the evolving future of interior design. Ready to transform your passion
into a profitable venture? This is your indispensable guide to making it happen.
  interior decoration business plan: How to Open and Operate a Financially Successful Interior
Design Business Diane Leone, 2009-11 Book & CD-ROM. An active real estate market has turned
interior design into a boom industry in recent years. Interior designers owning their own firms have
a median income of $75,000. Tens of thousands of homes are for sale in the United States today, and
many need the help of an interior designer to be sold. Interior designers create the spaces where we
work, play, and live every day. Whether it is a private residence, corporate office, retail store, or a
zany restaurant, interior designers use their creativity, as well as their knowledge of colour
principles, architecture, and design, to make it work and look amazing. As a result, they are well
compensated for the work. This guide provides readers with an understanding of the basic concepts
of starting their own interior design business. This book is a comprehensive and detailed study of the
business side of interior design. You will learn everything from the initial start-up decisions to
working with clients. If you are investigating opportunities in this type of business, you should begin
by reading this book. You can build a highly successful business using your talent and understanding
of colour and architectural features, while providing a much needed service to home owners. If you
enjoy working with people and have that creative knack, this may be the perfect business for you.
Keep in mind that this business looks easy but, as with any business, looks can be deceiving. This
complete manual will arm you with everything you need, including sample business forms; contracts;
worksheets and checklists for planning, opening, and running day-to-day operations; setting up your
office; and dozens of other valuable, timesaving tools of the trade that no business should be
without. While providing detailed instruction and examples, the author leads you through every
detail that will bring success. You will learn how to draw up a winning business plan (the companion
CD-ROM has the actual business plan you can use in Microsoft Word® and about choosing a name;
getting Started; the who, what, when, why, and how of interior design; equipment; selling your other
services to your present customers; home staging and interior redesign; how to build a portfolio;
how to get your first clients; how to attract and bid on new jobs; contracts and billing procedures;
advertising; insurance; legal matters; basic cost control systems; market research; getting new
clients; tax laws; zoning laws; pricing; leads; sales and marketing techniques; and pricing formulas.
You will learn how to set up computer systems to save time and money, how to hire and keep a
qualified professional staff if necessary, how to meet IRS requirements, how to manage and train
employees, how to generate high profile public relations and publicity, and how to implement low
cost internal marketing ideas. You will learn how to build your business by using low and no cost
ways to satisfy customers, as well as increase sales and have customers refer others to you. You will
learn the basics of accounting and bookkeeping procedures, auditing, successful budgeting, and
profit planning development, as well as thousands of great tips and useful guidelines. This manual
delivers innovative ways to streamline your business. Learn new ways to make your operation run
smoother and increase performance. Successful entrepreneurs will appreciate this valuable resource
and reference it in their daily activities as a source of ready-to-use forms, Web sites, operating and
cost cutting ideas, and mathematical formulas that can easily be applied to their operations. The
companion CD-ROM contains all the forms found in the book, as well as a sample business plan you
can adapt for your own use.
  interior decoration business plan: Professional Practice for Interior Designers Christine M.
Piotrowski, 2001-10-22 The tools needed to create and manage a thriving interior design practice
This essential sourcebook provides all of the information needed to establish and manage a
productive, profitable interior design firm. Filled with savvy business and career advice, Professional
Practice for Interior Designers, Third Edition delivers updated and expanded coverage of the full



range of legal, financial, management, marketing, administrative, and ethical issues faced by sole
practitioners, firm principals, and managers. This comprehensive reference lays out clear, practical
guidelines on how to structure a contract and prevent legal problems; work with other designers,
allied professionals, clients, and vendors; and calculate fees that are both fair and profitable.
Recommended reading for NCIDQ candidates, it offers easy-to-follow tips and instruction on how to:
Write and implement a successful business plan Choose the right form of business to fit specific
needs Institute strategic planning Develop effective promotional tools Manage finances and set up a
computerized accounting system Manage employees and team members Establishing a
comprehensive foundation for effective business practice, Professional Practice for Interior
Designers, Third Edition is the one-stop resource that no interior designer can afford to be without.
  interior decoration business plan: Interior Design in Practice Terri L. Maurer, Katie
Weeks, 2013-11-11 Through real-world case studies, master the business of interior design practice
Whether you hope to own your own company, grow your company, or rise high in the managerial
ranks of a larger practice, you must have a tight grasp of business basics in order to succeed as an
interior designer. Interior Design in Practice provides the vital business education an interior
designer needs. It describes in detail how to plan and launch an interior design business, and how to
grow that business towards success. Through real-world case studies, you'll learn the essentials of
building a design practice, including: Deciding how and when to use business planning, strategic
planning, and financial planning to your benefit Techniques to build teams and motivate team
members Ways to avoid costly mistakes Advice on branding and marketing your firm and yourself
Methods to integrate new technology into your day-to-day practice, marketing, and networking
Coauthored by a former ASID national president and an experienced design writer and editor,
Interior Design in Practice assists interior designers with practical, from-the-field advice, along with
enlightening case studies throughout the book. Both budding entrepreneurs and seasoned design
practitioners will find this comprehensive, real-world guide a welcome stepping-stone to success.
  interior decoration business plan: A Complete Interior Design Company Business Plan
In Demand Business Plans,
  interior decoration business plan: THE INDIAN STARTUP REVOLUTION Uday Shetty,
2023-05-10 Looking to start your own business in India? Look no further than The Indian Startup
Revolution: 101 Ideas for Starting and Scaling Indian Businesses. This comprehensive guidebook
offers 101 innovative and successful startup ideas that are specifically tailored to the unique needs
and opportunities of the Indian market. Whether you're interested in e-commerce, healthcare,
education, finance, or any other industry, you're sure to find a wealth of practical and actionable
ideas in these pages. But The Indian Startup Revolution isn't just a list of potential business
ventures. It's also a step-by-step guide to building a successful startup, from developing a business
plan to securing funding to marketing your product or service to the right audience. With insights
from experienced entrepreneurs and industry experts, you'll learn how to navigate the challenges
and opportunities of the Indian business landscape and build a thriving company. So if you're ready
to take the leap and start your own business, let The Indian Startup Revolution be your guide. With
its practical advice and proven strategies, it's the ultimate resource for aspiring Indian
entrepreneurs.
  interior decoration business plan: Interior Design Business Ryan Smith, 2016-04-13 Discover
How to to Start a Successful Interior Design and Decorator Business You're about to discover how to
start a successful interior design business. You may be fresh off college or want to start on your own,
this book will outline everything you need to know in order to launch your own venture. There are
different types of business you can start - product based and service type business. This book will
teach you on how to start the business and build up from scratch. You will get to learn from choosing
your focus to outlining your marketing strategy and finding your assets as well as showcasing and
outlining a marketing plan for your business. Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn... How to
choose your focus and get talents How to create a business plan How to create your showcase and
start up How to market your business How to build your reputation What other skills are needed



Much, much more! Download your copy today! Tags : Interior design, Interior decorator, Design
business, How to start interior design business, interior decorating business, beautiful design,
interior design books, interior design basics, interior design for beginners, interior design decor,
interior design clients, interior decorations
  interior decoration business plan: The Art of Interior Design Business Management
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-10 **The Art of Interior Design Business Management** is the ultimate
guide to building a successful interior design business. Whether you're just starting out or looking to
take your business to the next level, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the essential
elements of success. From establishing a strong business foundation to staying ahead in the digital
age, **The Art of Interior Design Business Management** covers everything you need to know to
thrive in this dynamic industry. With its accessible tone and engaging interactive pedagogy, this
book will empower you to: * Choose the right business structure and create a solid business plan *
Understand financial statements and manage your finances effectively * Develop a marketing plan
and generate leads * Manage projects efficiently and communicate effectively with clients * Stay
up-to-date on the latest trends and technologies **The Art of Interior Design Business
Management** also delves into the legal considerations, human resources management, and
sustainability practices that are essential for running a successful interior design business. With
real-world examples, exercises, and projects, this book brings the concepts to life and helps you
apply them to your own business. Whether you're an aspiring entrepreneur, a seasoned professional,
or anyone with a passion for interior design, **The Art of Interior Design Business Management**
will equip you with the knowledge and tools you need to succeed in this exciting and rewarding field.
If you like this book, write a review!
  interior decoration business plan: Beginnings of Interior Environments Lynn M. Jones, Heidi
Plumb, 2022-09-13 The new edition of the leading textbook remains the gold standard for interior
design education. In this twelfth edition of Beginnings of Interior Environments, established interior
designer and professor Lynn M. Jones, ASID, IDEC collaborates with innovator Heidi Plumb, IIDA,
IDEC, to deliver a practical and balanced overview of commercial and residential interior design.
Written to offer coverage of the creative and technical characteristics of the profession, the text also
addresses Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) content. Part I opens with a discussion
on the scope and value of the profession and includes a pictorial overview of the history of design.
Subsequent parts cover design fundamentals, the spatial envelope—including space planning and
systems—, products and materiality, and designing for a living. A new chapter addresses the art and
science of visual communications. Hundreds of images from actual design projects, supplied by
national and international design firms, illustrate quality examples. “Precedent Studies” include
in-house production work from these practicing designers. Content, updated throughout, includes
additional information on design thinking, inclusivity, WELL building standards, casework, and
architectural millwork. New end-of-chapter self-directed projects provide students the opportunity to
apply their knowledge. Written by two successful educators and practitioners, both NCIDQ certified
with terminal degrees, the text applies a balance between education and practice. It is the ideal
textbook for introductory interior design or interior architecture courses, and an invaluable resource
for anyone looking to apply a holistic interior design perspective to their own home or business. As
in previous editions, the text Introduces interior design with a foundation in its health, safety, and
welfare benefits Explores design fundamentals, including visual literacy, and the elements and
principles of design, with a special emphasis on color and now visual communications Discusses
construction, including building components, codes, regulations, as well as lighting, electrical, and
communication systems Offers an in-depth examination of the profession, including career pathways
and professional organizations Reviews critical global issues such as sustainability, universal design,
and culturally sensitive design Includes a dedicated section on interior materials and
finishes—floorings, ceilings, wallcoverings, upholstery—and furnishings such as furniture, art, and
accessories Leads students to analyze the needs of clients to design safe and sustainable
environments that enhance the quality of life Includes a companion site for instructors featuring



PowerPoint slides and an Instructor's manual with discussion points, objectives, lecture outlines,
learning activities, and example quizzes with answers
  interior decoration business plan: The Successful Business Plan Rhonda M. Abrams,
Eugene Kleiner, 2003 Forbes calls The Successful Business Plan one of the best books for small
businesses. This new edition offers advice on developing business plans that will succeed in today's
business climate. Includes up-to-date information on what's being funded now.
  interior decoration business plan: Portfolio Design for Interiors Harold Linton, William Engel,
2017-08-10 The portfolio is the single most important document that a student has to demonstrate
his or her expertise. Portfolio Design for Interiors uses real student examples, backed by industry
standards and the expertise of the authors, to prepare aspiring interior design professionals to
impress.
  interior decoration business plan: How to Start a Home-based Interior Design Business Nita
Phillips, Suzanne DeWalt, 2006 Completely revised and updated, this guide includes the author's
experiences and advice on every aspect of setting up and running a thriving home-based interior
design business. It covers everything from developing a business plan and estimating start-up costs
to pricing the services and staying profitable once in business. Author Nita B. Phillips is an interior
designer based in Wilmington, North Carolina. Upon obtaining her associate degree in interior
design, she began her career working for a local firm. After gaining some experience she started her
own retail business, which she ran for six years. She currently runs her own home-based interior
design business, which specialises in consultation for private clients and builders of model homes.
  interior decoration business plan: Business Planning , 1984
  interior decoration business plan: The Art of Interior Design: Mastering the Craft and
Unleashing Your Creativity Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-06 In a world where spaces have the power
to uplift, inspire, and rejuvenate, interior design emerges as an art form that transcends mere
aesthetics. This comprehensive guide unlocks the secrets of creating interiors that not only look
stunning but also nurture the soul, fostering harmony and enhancing the human experience. With a
focus on understanding client needs, managing projects effectively, and executing designs with
precision, this book equips readers with the knowledge and skills necessary to excel in the field of
interior design. Through detailed explanations, captivating visuals, and real-world examples, we
delve into the intricacies of the design process, from the initial consultation to the final touches of
décor. Discover the art of creating harmonious and balanced interiors, where every element
contributes to a cohesive and inviting atmosphere. Learn how to manipulate light, incorporate
sustainable materials, and infuse spaces with personality through carefully selected accessories and
décor. Explore the psychology of colors and textures, understanding how they impact mood and
behavior, and create spaces that promote well-being and productivity. As we navigate the
ever-evolving landscape of interior design, we uncover the latest trends and innovations that are
shaping the industry. From smart home technology to eco-friendly design solutions, this book keeps
readers at the forefront of contemporary design thinking, empowering them to create spaces that
are both stylish and sustainable. With a passion for excellence and an unwavering commitment to
quality, this book is the ultimate resource for aspiring designers seeking to establish successful
careers, homeowners eager to transform their living spaces, and anyone who appreciates the art of
creating beautiful and functional interiors. Embark on a journey of discovery, inspiration, and
transformation as you unlock your creative potential and turn your design aspirations into stunning
realities. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  interior decoration business plan: A Complete Interior Design Company Business Plan
In Demand Business Plans, 2024-01-27 You don't have to have a pile of money to start a business.
You can bootstrap it and start with little to no money. You just need a different strategy. A business
plan is critical to forming the right strategy and taking the steps needed to ensure success, even if
you are not seeking traditional funding. This book, unlike so many others, has actually done most of
the work for you. While most books are vague and give you one sentence explanations of what you
should include, this book is near complete. This book is a completed Interior Design Company



Business Plan. Starting and operating your own business is not just the American dream, it is the
pathway to wealth. And a business plan is critical to forming the right strategy and taking the steps
needed to ensure success. THIS IS NOT A BASIC TEMPLATE. This book, unlike so many others, has
actually done most of the work for you. While most books are vague and give you one sentence
explanations of what you should include, this book is near complete. THIS BOOK IS AN INTERIOR
DESIGN COMPANY BUSINESS PLAN and it is provided it to you with all the additional information
you will need to complete your own.
  interior decoration business plan: Interior Design Management Christine M. Piotrowski,
1992-11-11 Most interior designers who own - or plan to own - their own firms are at a disadvantage
because they lack formal business training. This book provides them with essential information on
accounting, financial analysis, revenue operation, contracts, personnel issues and more.
  interior decoration business plan: The Women Who Professionalized Interior Design
Peter Dedek, 2022-03-10 The Women Who Professionalized Interior Design explores the history of
interior decorating and design from the late nineteenth century to the present, highlighting the
careers and contributions of significant American female interior designers who were instrumental
in the creation of the field of residential and commercial interior design in the United States. This
book explores how interior design emerged as a distinct, paying occupation in the nineteenth
century thanks to a growing middle class and an increase in available cheap household goods
following the Industrial Revolution. Focusing primarily on the period from 1905 to 1960, it addresses
the complex relationships among professionals in the design fields, the social dynamics of
designer-client relationships, and how class, culture, and family influenced their lives and careers.
The book emphasizes significant female interior decorators and writers on design including Candace
Wheeler, Elsie de Wolfe, Edith Wharton, Nancy McClelland, Ruby Ross Wood, Dorothy Draper,
Eleanor McMillen Brown, and Sister Parish, all of whom are underrepresented in the historical
record, relating their stories within the context of the history of design and architecture. This book is
an ideal and concise resource for students and faculty of interior design and women’s history.
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