
how to start an estate sales business

how to start an estate sales business is a question that many aspiring
entrepreneurs ask as they look to capitalize on the growing demand for estate
sale services. This business model offers an opportunity to help individuals
liquidate their possessions while earning a profit. In this comprehensive
article, we will explore the essential steps required to launch a successful
estate sales business, including market research, legal considerations,
pricing strategies, marketing techniques, and operational logistics. Each
section is designed to provide you with the knowledge and tools necessary to
establish and grow your business in this lucrative industry.
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Understanding the Estate Sales Business Model

Before embarking on how to start an estate sales business, it's crucial to
understand the fundamental aspects of the estate sales model. Estate sales
typically occur during significant life events such as downsizing,
relocation, or the passing of a loved one. The business revolves around
organizing and managing sales where personal property, antiques,
collectibles, and household items are sold to the public.

Estate sale companies provide a valuable service by managing the entire
process, from sorting and pricing items to advertising the sale and handling
transactions. This service not only saves clients time and effort but also
helps them achieve the maximum value for their possessions. Understanding
this model will help you identify your target market and tailor your services
accordingly.

Conducting Market Research

Market research is an essential step in how to start an estate sales
business. It involves gathering information about the local market, potential
clients, and competitors. This research will help you assess the demand for
estate sales in your area and identify any gaps in the market that you can



fill.

Identifying Your Target Audience

Your target audience may include individuals going through life transitions,
such as seniors relocating to assisted living facilities, families dealing
with the estate of a deceased relative, or anyone needing to downsize.
Understanding their needs and pain points will allow you to tailor your
services effectively.

Analyzing Competitors

Evaluate other estate sale businesses in your area. Consider their pricing,
services offered, and customer reviews. This competitive analysis will help
you identify your unique selling proposition (USP) and establish your brand
in the market.

Legal and Licensing Requirements

Every business must adhere to legal standards, and starting an estate sales
business is no exception. Research the legal requirements in your state or
country, as they can vary significantly.

Business Structure and Registration

Decide on a business structure—sole proprietorship, LLC, or corporation—and
register your business name with the appropriate authorities. This step is
crucial for protecting your personal assets and establishing credibility with
clients.

Licenses and Permits

Determine if you need any specific licenses or permits to operate an estate
sales business in your locality. Some regions may require a sales tax permit,
while others might have regulations regarding auctioneers or estate sale
companies.

Setting Up Your Business

Once you have completed your market research and legal requirements, it’s
time to set up the operational aspects of your business.

Creating a Business Plan

A well-structured business plan outlines your goals, services, target market,
marketing strategy, and financial projections. This document will serve as a
roadmap for your business and is essential if you plan to seek financing.

Establishing a Brand

Your brand is vital for attracting clients. Choose a memorable business name,
design a logo, and develop a professional website. Your online presence is



crucial as clients will often search for services online before reaching out.

Pricing and Valuation Strategies

Pricing is a critical element in how to start an estate sales business. You
must be able to accurately value items to ensure clients receive fair
compensation while also maximizing your profit.

Understanding Item Valuation

Familiarize yourself with the value of various items, including antiques,
collectibles, and household goods. Attend auctions, consult with appraisers,
and utilize online resources to gain knowledge about item valuation.

Setting Pricing Strategies

Develop a pricing strategy that reflects the fair market value of items while
considering factors such as item condition, demand, and rarity. Common
strategies include:

Percentage of Sales: Charging a commission based on total sales.

Flat Fees: Setting a fixed rate for services regardless of sales volume.

Hourly Rates: Charging for the time spent organizing and managing the
sale.

Marketing Your Estate Sales Business

Effective marketing is crucial for attracting clients and driving sales.
Develop a marketing strategy that highlights your services and reaches your
target audience.

Utilizing Online Platforms

Leverage social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest to
showcase items for sale and promote upcoming estate sales. Creating engaging
content with high-quality images can significantly increase your reach and
attract potential buyers.

Networking and Community Engagement

Building relationships within your community can lead to valuable referrals.
Attend local events, join community groups, and collaborate with real estate
agents or senior living facilities to promote your business.

Operational Logistics

Managing the logistics of an estate sale is a complex process that requires
careful planning and organization.



Planning the Sale

Once you secure a sale, create a detailed plan that includes timelines, item
categorization, and advertising strategies. Ensure that all items are sorted,
cleaned, and priced prior to the sale.

Managing the Sale Day

On the day of the sale, ensure that you have adequate staff to manage
transactions, assist customers, and maintain order. Implement efficient
payment processing systems, and consider using mobile payment options to
enhance customer convenience.

Building Client Relationships

Long-term success in how to start an estate sales business relies heavily on
relationships. Providing exceptional service will lead to repeat business and
referrals.

Providing Excellent Customer Service

Always prioritize customer satisfaction. Be transparent, responsive, and
professional throughout the entire process. Address any concerns promptly and
ensure clients feel valued.

Following Up

After a sale, follow up with clients to thank them for their business and
gather feedback. This practice demonstrates your commitment to service and
can lead to positive reviews and recommendations.

Conclusion

Starting an estate sales business can be a rewarding venture that combines
entrepreneurship with a valuable service to clients. By understanding the
business model, conducting thorough market research, adhering to legal
requirements, and implementing effective marketing and operational
strategies, you can build a successful business that meets the needs of
individuals looking to manage their estate sales. With dedication and
strategic planning, your estate sales business can thrive in this growing
market.

Q: What qualifications do I need to start an estate
sales business?
A: While formal qualifications are not strictly necessary, having knowledge
in antiques, collectibles, and valuation techniques can be beneficial.
Experience in sales, customer service, or small business management is also
advantageous.



Q: How much does it cost to start an estate sales
business?
A: The startup costs can vary widely depending on factors such as location,
marketing expenses, and initial inventory. Generally, you may expect to
invest in business registration, marketing materials, transportation, and
insurance.

Q: Do I need a license to operate an estate sales
business?
A: Licensing requirements vary by state and locality. You may need a general
business license, and depending on your location, a sales tax permit may also
be necessary.

Q: How can I find clients for my estate sales
business?
A: Clients can be found through networking, online marketing, partnerships
with real estate agents, and community involvement. Building a strong online
presence can also attract clients searching for estate sale services.

Q: What should I do if I encounter unsold items after
a sale?
A: Consider strategies for dealing with unsold items, such as donating them
to charity, holding a follow-up sale, or exploring online selling platforms
to reach a broader audience.

Q: How do I value items for an estate sale?
A: Valuing items involves researching comparable sales, consulting appraisal
guides, and understanding the condition and demand for specific items.
Networking with appraisers can also provide valuable insights.

Q: What marketing strategies work best for estate
sales businesses?
A: Effective marketing strategies include social media promotions, local
advertising, email newsletters, and community engagement. Showcasing high-
quality images of items can attract more buyers.

Q: Can I run an estate sales business part-time?
A: Yes, many estate sale businesses can be operated part-time, especially if
you start small and gradually build your clientele. Flexibility in scheduling
sales is key to managing a part-time venture.



Q: How do I manage logistics on sale day?
A: Prepare by organizing items, setting up payment systems, staffing
adequately, and ensuring clear signage. Having a plan in place will help
ensure a smooth and successful sale day.

Q: What are the key challenges in starting an estate
sales business?
A: Key challenges include competition, pricing items accurately, managing
sales logistics, and building a client base. However, with effective
strategies, these challenges can be overcome.
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  how to start an estate sales business: How to Start a Estate Sale Business AS, 2024-08-01
How to Start a XXXX Business About the Book Unlock the essential steps to launching and managing
a successful business with How to Start a XXXX Business. Part of the acclaimed How to Start a
Business series, this volume provides tailored insights and expert advice specific to the XXX
industry, helping you navigate the unique challenges and seize the opportunities within this field.
What You'll Learn Industry Insights: Understand the market, including key trends, consumer
demands, and competitive dynamics. Learn how to conduct market research, analyze data, and
identify emerging opportunities for growth that can set your business apart from the competition.
Startup Essentials: Develop a comprehensive business plan that outlines your vision, mission, and
strategic goals. Learn how to secure the necessary financing through loans, investors, or
crowdfunding, and discover best practices for effectively setting up your operation, including
choosing the right location, procuring equipment, and hiring a skilled team. Operational Strategies:
Master the day-to-day management of your business by implementing efficient processes and
systems. Learn techniques for inventory management, staff training, and customer service
excellence. Discover effective marketing strategies to attract and retain customers, including digital
marketing, social media engagement, and local advertising. Gain insights into financial
management, including budgeting, cost control, and pricing strategies to optimize profitability and
ensure long-term sustainability. Legal and Compliance: Navigate regulatory requirements and
ensure compliance with industry laws through the ideas presented. Why Choose How to Start a
XXXX Business? Whether you're wondering how to start a business in the industry or looking to
enhance your current operations, How to Start a XXX Business is your ultimate resource. This book
equips you with the knowledge and tools to overcome challenges and achieve long-term success,
making it an invaluable part of the How to Start a Business collection. Who Should Read This Book?
Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Individuals looking to start their own business. This book offers step-by-step
guidance from idea conception to the grand opening, providing the confidence and know-how to get
started. Current Business Owners: Entrepreneurs seeking to refine their strategies and expand their
presence in the sector. Gain new insights and innovative approaches to enhance your current
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operations and drive growth. Industry Professionals: Professionals wanting to deepen their
understanding of trends and best practices in the business field. Stay ahead in your career by
mastering the latest industry developments and operational techniques. Side Income Seekers:
Individuals looking for the knowledge to make extra income through a business venture. Learn how
to efficiently manage a part-time business that complements your primary source of income and
leverages your skills and interests. Start Your Journey Today! Empower yourself with the insights
and strategies needed to build and sustain a thriving business. Whether driven by passion or
opportunity, How to Start a XXXX Business offers the roadmap to turning your entrepreneurial
dreams into reality. Download your copy now and take the first step towards becoming a successful
entrepreneur! Discover more titles in the How to Start a Business series: Explore our other volumes,
each focusing on different fields, to gain comprehensive knowledge and succeed in your chosen
industry.
  how to start an estate sales business: The Estate Sale Business Kit Lisa Kroese, 2015-05-20
The Estate Sale Business Kit is packed with documents for anyone starting, expanding or improving
an estate sale business. This is a nonsense, no fluff kit full of just the things any estate sale business
owner needs to succeed and thrive. Be ready with the exact contract you need to land any type of
estate liquidation project or sale. Includes consulting, consignment and clean out agreements in
addition to two estate sale contracts. Learn what to ask prospects and how to present your
settlement statement. Marketing materials to land referrals and clients. Protect your business with a
non competition and non disclosure agreements, a sample employee handbook and employment
contracts. Checklists for staff and clients, and an inventory worksheet to help you value and itemize
any estate. Plus a sample business plan to help you define your goals and set up your three year
projections. Everything is ready for you to customize to suit your specific needs. The estate
liquidation business is booming and you can build a competitive and successful business with The
Estate Sale Business Kit. Author, Lisa Kroese, owns Expert Estates LLC, a consulting and estate
liquidation company. She has invested thousands of dollars in building solid contracts, plans and
marketing materials. She learned countless lessons and is sharing them with others. The estate
liquidation business is growing and Lisa has no reservations about helping to train others to achieve
the same success she enjoys as an estate liquidator.
  how to start an estate sales business: Secret of Estate Sales Marketing Success Tonza
Borden, 2013-02-16 This book will help you understand what Secret Of Estate Sales Marketing
Success is. Estate sales are a powerful and fun way to earn money in the secret society of estate
liquidators and estate sale professionals. Are you interested in starting your own estate sale business
full-time or part-time? Are you ready to learn the REAL estate sale techniques liquidators and estate
sale professionals have been hiding from you for all these years? There's an explanation of the
professional estate sale process in the book that will guide you in launching profitable estate sales.
You can look at the book's Table of Contents to see how it's laid out. I thought you'd like to see a
sampling of the chapters in the book that I hope will motivate you to start your own estate sale
business. Finally, you may have questions about your estate sale knowledge, skills, abilities,
opportunity, doubts and hesitation. Secret Of Estate Sale Marketing Success is everything you need
to go from beginner to professional estate seller with confidence... Guaranteed! The book includes
Automated Systems with Estate Sale Insider Information and Exclusive, Professionally Formatted
Templates New Client Package System: Client Welcome Letter Estate Sale AgreementContract
Advertising Plan Itemized Sales List Financial Summary General Service Conditions Frequently
Asked Questions Consignment Form Testimonial Request Letter Advertising System: Advertising
Plan With Major Estate Sale Promoters Estate Sale Flyer Estate Sale Brochure Estate Sale Business
Card Signs Pricing System: Quick Sale Price List (For Everyday Furniture/Household Items) 3
Exclusive Bonus Reports With Valuable Information & Solutions Focused On Making You Money:
Bonus #1: How To Provide Estate Sale Cash Security For Clients, Buyers And You Bonus #2: How
To Get A Steady Stream Of Estate Sale Clients With The Best Stuff To Sell Bonus #3: How To
Replace Lost Real Estate Income With An Estate Sale Business Plus Dedicated E-mail Support From



the Author Tonza Borden to Answer Questions Table of Contents Disclaimer Introduction Why
Almost Anyone Can Start An Estate Sale Business Use This Micro Business Model To Do Large
Estate Sales 3 Things You Need To Do To Get Estate Sale Clients To Trust You How To Get And
Satisfy Your First Estate Sale Client How To Launch A Professional Estate Sale How To Justify Your
Estate Sale Fee In A Formula How Is Estate Sales-Selling? How To Set Prices To Improve Estate
Sales 6 Top Techniques To Make Your Estate Sales Run Smoothly 14 Estate Sale Techniques That
Will Keep You In Business How To Write Estate Sale Policy To Warn Off Troublemakers Why Should
Estate Sale Clients Hire You - Part 1 Why Should Estate Sale Clients Hire You - Part 2 Special Bonus
1: How To Get A Steady Stream Of Estate Sale Clients With The Best Stuff To Sell Special Bonus 2:
How To Provide Cash Security For Estate Sale Clients Special Bonus 3: How To Replace Lost Real
Estate Income With An Estate Sale Business Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About The Author
Estate Sale Templates Everything You Need, Nothing You Don't! Get in on the ground floor of estate
sales and start benefiting from my Secret Of Estate Sales Marketing Success. Now it's your turn...
  how to start an estate sales business: Secret Of Estate Sales Marketing Success: REAL
Estate Sale Techniques & Templates To Go From Beginner To Getting An Endless Stream Of Estate
Sale Clients Tonza Borden, 2013-02-12 This book will help you understand what Secret Of Estate
Sales Marketing Success is. Are you interested in starting your own estate sale business full-time or
part-time? Are you ready to learn the REAL estate sale techniques liquidators and estate sale
professionals have been hiding from you for all these years? There's an explanation of the
professional estate sale process in the book that will guide you in launching profitable estate sales.
You can look at the book's Table of Contents to see how it's laid out. I thought you'd like to see a
sampling of the chapters in the book that I hope will motivate you to start your own estate sale
business. Finally, you may have questions about your estate sale knowledge, skills, abilities,
opportunity, doubts and hesitation. Secret Of Estate Sale Marketing Success, /i> is everything you
need to go from beginner to professional estate seller with confidence... Guaranteed
  how to start an estate sales business: Estate Sale Contracts Kit Tonza Borden, 2013-07-15
Due to overwhelming requests from estate sale entrepreneurs, I have decided to reveal all of my
exclusive, high-quality, how-to agreements that I use to achieve success in estate sales. These
companion documents can help you build credibility during the estate sale process because clients
like to deal with experts. Each template requires you to retype it, and fill in the blanks and
[brackets] with your company or individual information. Well-written agreements and documents are
necessary for you, your clients, and staff. More importantly, they are the key that open doors and
help build credibility with your estate sale and consignment CLIENTS. These contract templates are
solid documents, and have represented the professional estate sale services that they were
structured for based on my estate sale experience. In addition to ten little-known estate sale
agreement templates, you have received a BONUS gift for your purchase, ESTATE SALE CLIENTS:
Get The Best Clients And Stuff To Sell With 5 Easy Solutions.
  how to start an estate sales business: Estate Sales Made Easy Victoria Gray, 2017 From the
initial search for clients to setup to day of sale to takedown, experienced estate sale manager and
founder of Estate Sales by Victoria, Victoria Gray, guides you through what it takes to become an
estate sale manager. With a thorough exploration of the legal, financial, familial, and business
issues, Gray lays out the nuts and bolts of an estate sale in an efficient, no-nonsense manner, yet
with a sensitivity to emotions that might arise during the process. Gray also delves into the spiritual
energy that she has sensed in different houses throughout her over 25 years in the business. With
insightful tips and an easy-to-follow process, you will be equipped to tackle your first estate sale with
little fuss and a full sense of preparation.
  how to start an estate sales business: Liquidating an Estate Martin Codina, 2013-09-25 What
do I do with all this stuff? Whether it's due to the loss of a loved one, downsizing, or moving by
choice or necessity, an increasing number of people are dealing with this burning question.Striking
a balance between respect and humor, Liquidating an Estate is loaded with how-to information
readers need in order to sell or liquidate the personal property of a loved one, including: • common



mistakes that will cost you money • telling the difference between treasure and trash • how to
choose an estate sales professional to act as your advocate • how to deal with conflicts among family
members • how the sale of even the most common household items can add up to big bucks when
sold at an estate sale • how scrap gold can be turned into cash • what to do with fine jewelry and
silver • how to understand the art appraisal process • a full review of the kinds of items that can be
sold at a professionally staged estate sale • how to acquire basic antiques and collectibles research
skills
  how to start an estate sales business: How to Start Your Own Estate Sale Business Terry
Blake, Hunter Blake, 2025-03-03 Unlock the secrets to launching a successful estate sale business
with How to Start Your Own Estate Sale Business. This comprehensive guide is designed for aspiring
entrepreneurs looking to turn their passion for antiques, collectibles, and unique treasures into a
thriving venture. From setting clear goals and understanding market trends to identifying your
target audience and analyzing competitors, this book provides step-by-step instructions and practical
exercises to help you navigate the complexities of starting your own business. You'll learn how to
conduct thorough market research, estimate startup costs, and choose the right legal structure for
your enterprise. With a focus on actionable strategies, each chapter includes engaging activities and
templates, such as a market research survey, business plan outline, and branding strategy
workbook, to facilitate your learning and ensure you stay on track. Discover the benefits and
challenges of franchising, how to manage suppliers and inventory, and the essential steps for
obtaining licenses and permits. This guide also emphasizes the importance of marketing and
customer relationship management, offering insights into crafting a compelling branding strategy,
establishing an online presence, and utilizing social media effectively. You'll be equipped with the
tools to create engaging content, plan advertising campaigns, and develop a sales strategy that
drives revenue. Whether you're a novice entrepreneur or someone looking to expand your business
horizons, How to Start Your Own Estate Sale Business is your go-to resource for turning your
dreams into reality. With its thorough approach and practical exercises, this book will empower you
to take the leap into the rewarding world of estate sales. Start your journey today and transform
your passion into a profitable business!
  how to start an estate sales business: Mud Season: How One Woman's Dream of Moving
to Vermont, Raising Children, Chickens and Sheep, and Running the Old Country Store
Pretty Much Led to One Calamity After Another Ellen Stimson, 2013-10-07 Living the dream of
the endless vacation “Anyone who has ever dreamed of leaving the city and taking their lives back to
nature (and who hasn't?) will find much to contemplate in this warm and hilarious tale of rural
misadventure and small town quirk, even if they have never chased a goat in a bathing suit or called
911 because there were cows in the road. Stimson's voice is endearing: both in its self-deprecation
and its rapture, as she sings an only slightly conflicted love song to Vermont.” —Pam Houston,
author of Contents May Have Shifted “Taking a plunge that wimpier sorts (i.e. most of us) only
fantasize about, Ellen Stimson and her family packed up their house in St. Louis and threw
themselves into a wildly different life in small-town Vermont. Armed with the passion-and
haplessness-of wide-eyed newcomers they rescue goats and adopt chickens, do battle with skunks
and bats and falling ice, and, most disastrously, buy a black hole of a general store. Through it all
they manage to retain their love for their adopted home as well as one another. This is a tale to
which all the cliché words absolutely apply: hilarious, heartwarming, rollicking, and, most of all, rich
in the real stuff of life.” —Julia Reed, author of But Mama Always Put Vodka in Her Sangria!
  how to start an estate sales business: 8 Wonders of Cincinatti Wendy Beckman, 2012-11-20
Cincinnati is an amazing place to live and visit for so many reasons. Local author Wendy Beckman
and illustrator Allison Ranieri celebrate the city's eight wonders--architecture, art, commerce, food,
customs, geography, history and people. With its Venetian Gothic lancet arches and crystal
chandeliers, the Cincinnati Music Hall stands as an architectural masterpiece. The Cincinnati Red
Stockings made history as the first professional baseball team. Remnants of marine fossils from the
Ordovician Period remind residents that the city was once under water. Limitless local varieties of



goetta range from family recipes to trendy café dishes. And the city birthed trailblazers like track
and field star DeHart Hubbard, the first African American to win an Olympic gold medal in an
individual event. These stories and more reveal the unique character of the Queen City.
  how to start an estate sales business: Making Money with Estate Sales Diehl Evans,
2012-05-01 Why do you do estate sales? is a question we're often asked. Well, one answer is that
estate sales are a good way to help people settle their estate problems. Another answer is that estate
sales are a great way for folks to get rid of stuff they don't need anymore; and, by turning their stuff
into cash, they can buy something else. Newlyweds tell us they have outfitted their houses or
apartments with stuff from our estate sales. They say that buying things second-hand in this way
helps them to stretch their budgets. A third answer is that estate sales are also like a treasure hunt
-- you never know what you will find in the bottom of an old trunk or up in an attic. Under all of that
dust on an oil painting could lurk a long-lost Van Gogh or a Rembrandt; it could be a real Blue Boy.
Indeed, estates sales are all of the above, and more, whether they are small tag sales or large
auctions. The thrill is always there. The thrill is always in the hunt, especially when you make a great
deal. MAKING MONEY WITH ESTATE SALES will guide you through the ins and outs of estate sales,
thereby allowing you to enjoy the thrill of the hunt and make great deals at the same time. We
welcome all aspiring estate sales people who need a little help in growing into a larger business
through using this book.
  how to start an estate sales business: Black Enterprise , 1998-02 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the
ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  how to start an estate sales business: 130 Work from Home Ideas Michael A. Hudson,
2017-05-15 130 Work From Home Ideas If you have decided to take the plunge, and have made the
decision to become self employed, then this 270+ page compendium of work at home ideas is for
you. This guide is especially made for those who may still be in the idea phase of starting their own
work from home business. There are so many home business ideas in this work at home book, there
is choice for practically anyone, of any background and skill set. We try to keep in mind all different
types of work at home jobs for all different types of individuals searching for working from home
opportunities. Perhaps you are still thinking about taking the leap into creating your own home
based business, but you're not sure that your going in the right direction? Well, the collection of
ideas contained within the Home Career Academy work at home books are definitely food for
thought.
  how to start an estate sales business: 101 Best Home-Based Businesses for Women, 3rd
Edition Priscilla Huff, 2009-11-04 Can I be a stay-at-home mom and still earn extra income? Which
home business is best for me? Where can I find expert advice on launching my own business? How
much will it cost to get started? For nearly two decades, bestselling author and home-based business
guru Priscilla Y. Huff has run a successful writing business out of her home while balancing her
family life. In fact, this book, now in its third edition, is proof of her success. Her valuable advice on
what works—and what doesn't—is available to you. From start-up costs to potential income, this
book shows you how to: ·Choose the perfect home-based business from 101 of the best: customer
service, arts and crafts, entertainment, computer and high tech, mail order, home-based
distributorships and franchises, and many others ·Take the first steps to starting any business ·Find
and use valuable resources, including local, state, and federal government sources; business and
professional associations; books, Web sites, and other publications ·And much, much more! You'll
also find inspiring stories from businesswomen who have achieved success and financial reward. If
you've ever dreamed of owning your own business, this book should be your first investment.
  how to start an estate sales business: The Legal Gazette , 1869
  how to start an estate sales business: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1984-07 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.



  how to start an estate sales business: Estate Sales Made Easy Victoria Gray, 2017-08-15
An expert shares everything you need to know about running a successful estate sale, guiding you
through the entire process with sensitivity and a refreshing matter-of-factness From first client
contact to signed contract, and from setup to day-of-sale to takedown, Victoria Gray—an experienced
estate sales manager and founder of Estate Sales by Victoria—guides you through what it takes to
run a successful estate sale. With a thorough exploration of the legal, financial, familial, and
business issues, Gray lays out the nuts and bolts of an estate sale with sensitivity to emotions that
might arise during the process. Gray also delves into the spiritual energy that she has sensed in
different houses throughout her twenty-seven years in the business. With insightful tips and an
easy-to-follow process, you will be equipped to: • Set up appointments with potential clients seeking
an estate sale manager • Create a contract for the sale • Set up the sale, including pricing and
arranging items for maximal efficiency and profit • Manage the sale, from client to customer • Take
down the sale and distribute the proceeds • Build your customer base and keep it Gray’s efficient,
no-nonsense advice will help you to tackle your first estate sale with little fuss and a full sense of
preparation. Whether you want to establish your own estate sales business or conduct an estate sale
for a loved one, this guide provides everything you need to know from an experienced manager who
has seen it all.
  how to start an estate sales business: How to Find Hidden Treasures at Garage Sales
Hugh Kelley, 2012-03-04 ABOUT THE BOOK Some people dream of being astronauts; others aspire
to be doctors. I grew up to be a part-time picker. Finding treasure for sale - cheap - in other peoples
garages or basements, combines the thrill of the hunt with the payoff of some extra cash. It feeds the
curiosity bug, and keeps me out of crowded, expensive malls. Its a passion, and its got some basic,
unspoken rules that will help you search out, identify and collect items for your pleasure and profit.
So what kind of picker do you want to be? This is important, because one size does not fit all here...
MEET THE AUTHOR Hugh Kelley is a journalist, writer, woodworker, antique picker and lover of
fine art in all its forms. He's also a pretty good baker and cook. He's worked worldwide covering
stories from earthquakes to revolutions, and when he's not in the middle of the news, he's looking
for antiques in out-of-the-way shops and alleys. He's always looking to bring hidden treasures back
into the light of today from the closets, attics and barns of America. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK
These web sites are all hungry for you to view their listings and get you exposed to their advertisers.
There is often an easy-to-use search function thatll help you dial into your state, city and local area.
Some of the listings web sites are free, so there is plenty of incentive for local estate sale business
owners to list. Others, like estatesales.net, charge the company for the listing. Whatever their
business model, use the internet to search out all the opportunities for you in the coming week. And
dont forget to spread your search geographically at times. Look for upcoming sales in towns near
your town, or even a drive away. If you live in a major metropolitan area, there will be plenty of
sales, but dont ignore the outlying areas. Sometimes a drive will bring you to a sale with great prices
and not much competition for the best stuff. While most garage and yard sales are Saturday/Sunday
affairs, many estate sales companies begin their sales Thursday or Friday, and then run through the
weekend. They do this to appeal to their main clientele: antique dealers and collectors. Running a
sale on a Thursday morning means that the traffic coming through the door has cash and is ready to
spend. These buyers are professionals, and the estate sales companies know that theyll come back
week after week if the deals are good and the merchandise is priced right... Buy a copy to keep
reading! CHAPTER OUTLINE How to Find Hidden Treasures at Garage & Estate Sales +
Introduction + What’s in a name? + Estate Sales + And what about bargaining? + ...and much more
  how to start an estate sales business: Fourth Estate , 1923
  how to start an estate sales business: Careers in Focus Lee Jackson, Leona Jackson, 2003 -
Highlights career profiles of successful professionals in various occupations.
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