
how to start dog treat business

how to start dog treat business is an exciting venture that combines a passion for pets with entrepreneurial
spirit. With the growing trend of pet humanization, many pet owners are seeking high-quality, nutritious,
and tasty treats for their furry companions. This article will guide you through the essential steps to
successfully start your own dog treat business. We will cover market research, developing your product
line, obtaining necessary licenses, marketing strategies, and tips for scaling your business. Whether you are
a seasoned entrepreneur or a first-time business owner, this comprehensive guide will equip you with the
knowledge you need to launch your dog treat business effectively.

Understanding the Market

Creating Your Dog Treat Recipe

Legal Requirements and Licensing

Branding and Packaging

Marketing Your Dog Treats

Scaling Your Business

Conclusion

Understanding the Market
Before you dive into creating dog treats, it is crucial to understand the market landscape. The pet industry
has been rapidly growing, particularly in the health and wellness segment. Researching market trends,
consumer preferences, and your competition will provide valuable insights to inform your business
decisions.

Market Research
Conduct thorough market research to identify your target audience. Consider factors such as demographics,
spending habits, and preferences regarding dog treats. Utilize surveys, focus groups, and online research to
gather data on consumer trends. Additionally, analyze your competitors by identifying their product
offerings, pricing strategies, and marketing tactics. This information will help you carve out a unique



selling proposition for your dog treat business.

Identifying Trends
Stay updated on trends in the pet food industry. Popular trends currently include organic ingredients,
grain-free options, and functional treats that provide health benefits. Incorporating these trends into your
product line can help you appeal to a broader audience. Monitoring social media and pet-related forums can
also provide insights into what pet owners are looking for in dog treats.

Creating Your Dog Treat Recipe
Once you have a clear understanding of the market, the next step is to develop your dog treat recipes. This
process requires creativity, knowledge of pet nutrition, and an understanding of safe ingredients for dogs.

Ingredient Selection
Choose high-quality ingredients that are safe for dogs. Consider using natural, organic, and locally sourced
ingredients to appeal to health-conscious pet owners. Common ingredients for dog treats include:

Whole grains (like oats and brown rice)

Meat (such as chicken, beef, or fish)

Fruits and vegetables (like carrots, apples, and sweet potatoes)

Healthy fats (such as coconut oil or peanut butter)

Recipe Development
Experiment with different combinations of ingredients to create unique flavors and textures. Remember to
keep the nutritional balance in mind and avoid harmful ingredients like chocolate, grapes, or xylitol.
Testing recipes with dogs can provide feedback on taste and texture, helping you refine your offerings.

Legal Requirements and Licensing
Starting a dog treat business involves complying with various legal requirements. This ensures that your



products are safe for consumption and meet industry standards.

Food Safety Regulations
Research and understand the food safety regulations applicable in your area. Depending on your location,
you may need to register your business with local health departments and adhere to specific safety
practices. This can include maintaining a clean workspace, proper ingredient sourcing, and accurate
labeling of your products.

Licensing and Permits
Obtain the necessary licenses and permits to operate legally. This may involve applying for a business
license, food handler's permit, and potentially a pet food manufacturing license. Consult with local
authorities or a legal expert to ensure you are fully compliant with regulations.

Branding and Packaging
Effective branding and packaging are essential to differentiate your dog treat business in a competitive
market. A strong brand identity will help you connect with consumers and build loyalty.

Creating a Brand Identity
Your brand should reflect the values and mission of your business. Develop a catchy name, logo, and tagline
that resonate with pet owners. Consider the emotional connection that pet owners have with their dogs
and aim to evoke that in your branding.

Packaging Design
Invest in attractive and functional packaging that protects your treats and communicates your brand
message. Ensure the packaging includes important information, such as ingredient lists, nutritional
information, and feeding guidelines. Eco-friendly packaging options can also appeal to environmentally
conscious consumers.

Marketing Your Dog Treats
Once you have your products ready, it's time to market your dog treats effectively. A well-thought-out
marketing strategy will help you reach your target audience and drive sales.



Establishing an Online Presence
In today's digital age, having a strong online presence is crucial. Create a professional website that showcases
your products, tells your brand story, and provides information on how to purchase. Utilize social media
platforms, such as Instagram and Facebook, to engage with potential customers and share content related to
your products.

Utilizing Local Markets
Participate in local farmers' markets, pet expos, and community events to showcase your treats. Offering
samples can encourage pet owners to try your products, leading to immediate sales and brand awareness.
Additionally, consider forming partnerships with local pet stores or groomers to reach a wider audience.

Scaling Your Business
Once your dog treat business gains traction, you may want to consider scaling your operations. This can
involve expanding your product line, increasing production capacity, or exploring new markets.

Expanding Product Offerings
After gaining customer feedback, consider adding new flavors or types of treats, such as training treats,
dental chews, or seasonal specials. This can help retain existing customers and attract new ones.

Distribution Channels
Explore various distribution channels, including e-commerce platforms and subscription services.
Partnering with online retailers can significantly expand your reach and increase sales. Additionally,
consider creating a loyalty program to encourage repeat purchases from existing customers.

Conclusion
Starting a dog treat business can be a rewarding endeavor both personally and financially. By
understanding the market, creating quality products, complying with legal requirements, and
implementing effective marketing strategies, you can build a successful brand. Stay adaptable and open to
feedback as you grow your business, and remember that the love pet owners have for their dogs will
always drive demand for high-quality dog treats.



Q: What are the initial costs involved in starting a dog treat business?
A: Initial costs can vary widely but may include ingredients, packaging, equipment, licensing fees, and
marketing expenses. A detailed business plan can help you estimate these costs accurately.

Q: Do I need to have a background in pet nutrition to create dog treats?
A: While a background in pet nutrition can be beneficial, it is not strictly necessary. However, thorough
research and consultation with experts are advisable to ensure your treats are safe and nutritious.

Q: How can I ensure my dog treats are safe for consumption?
A: To ensure safety, follow all relevant food safety regulations, use high-quality ingredients, and conduct
thorough testing of your recipes. Additionally, consider having your products tested by a third-party lab.

Q: What marketing strategies work best for a dog treat business?
A: Effective strategies include establishing a strong online presence, engaging with customers on social
media, participating in local events, and offering samples to encourage trials.

Q: Can I sell dog treats online, and what platforms should I consider?
A: Yes, you can sell dog treats online. Consider platforms like Etsy, Amazon, or setting up your own e-
commerce website. Social media platforms can also facilitate direct sales.

Q: How do I determine the right pricing for my dog treats?
A: Analyze your costs, competitor pricing, and perceived value by customers. Ensure your pricing covers
costs while remaining competitive within the market.

Q: Is it necessary to have a business plan for my dog treat business?
A: Yes, a business plan is crucial as it outlines your business goals, target market, financial projections, and
strategies, helping you stay focused and organized.

Q: Should I consider organic ingredients for my dog treats?
A: Yes, using organic ingredients can attract health-conscious pet owners and differentiate your products in
a competitive market.



Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when starting a dog treat
business?
A: Common mistakes include neglecting market research, underestimating costs, failing to comply with
regulations, and not investing in effective marketing strategies.

Q: How can I gather feedback on my dog treats?
A: You can gather feedback through customer surveys, social media interactions, and by offering samples at
local events. Engaging with your customers will provide valuable insights for improvement.
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Pet Bakery Business Startup How to Start, Run & Grow a Trendy Pet Bakery Business Inspired by
that British (BBC) television program called The Great British Bake Off and love, more pet owners
are making homemade treats for their furry companions. Fueled by the rapid spread of information
on the internet, there are what seems like an unending array of pet recipes. It's never been easier to
treat Fido and King homemade artisan dog treats. And for those dog owners who haven't yet jumped
into baking for their pets but are more than willing to buy gourmet treats, some of the best options
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as their children, for they have chosen to not have any of their own or are waiting for the right
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the healthiest ingredients, it's really not a long jump to creating homemade treats. After all, you can
easily see this as a natural extension of food-buying if you're already dedicated to organic and
natural ingredients in your own diet and that of your family. I started making various dog treats at
home out of necessity and to make sure our dog always had something healthy to eat. But my hobby
quickly grew into a passion and soon I saw a demand for dog treats from extended family, friends
and neighbors. The next step came almost naturally, after my husband suggested that I look into
opening my own pet bakery, I started looking and researching the idea and soon enough the concept
turned into reality and I never looked back. But this book is not about my success story but yours, in
this book, I show you a step by step process that anyone can follow and open up their own Pet
Bakery even from home. In This Guide I Discuss: Why Your Pets Need Fresh Treats How To Tell If
Your Dog Has Food Allergy Food Nutrition And Food Safety What Kind Of Nutrition Your Dog Needs
What Vitamins Your Pets Need Organic Vs. Commercial Food FDA, AAFC, OTCO And USDA
Regulations Dangerous Additives To Avoid Equipment And Supplies You Will Need To Get Started
Recipes Your Dogs Will Love 12 Traits Of A Successful Business Owner The Bridge From Hobby To
Business Step By Step Transition To Starting Your Own Business How To Market Your New Business
Business Plan To Success 6 Must Do's For Your New Business How To Pick The Right Legal
Structure State And Local Regulations And so much more...
  how to start dog treat business: An Essential Guidebook On How To Start A Treat Business
Nelly Beuse, 2021-01-26 Turn your hobby into a profitable profession! In this Homemade Dog Treats
business book, you will discover: - Why the gourmet dog treats business is a great investment -
Nutritional information for dogs including the ingredients you NEED to avoid at all costs - How to
launch a successful online gourmet dog treats store - Where to sell your homemade dog treats right
in your own neighborhood - The characteristics that will make a highly successful entrepreneur - The
pros and cons of running your business out of your home vs opening a shop of your own - A
breakdown of all the supplies you'll need for your business - Taking the fear out of the legal issues
involved in starting a home based business treats right in your own neighborhood - How to manage
your business finances - How to keep your business running smoothly like a well-oiled machine -
How to come up with a winning marketing strategy - How to win the hearts of your customers and
keep them coming back for more.
  how to start dog treat business: Dog Treat Business: Zero Cost Marketing for Beginners
Mary Hunziger, 2014-08-29 In this second compilation of more profitable dog stories, Mary Kay
Hunziger shares some exciting from dog passion to profit journeys to some very profitable six figure
dog businesses. One of them started with a measily $22 sale on sites like Amazon in 2007 and today
they lead a dynamic team and have a thriving online business that authors and authorities like Jim
Cockrum, Brad Gosse, Seth Godin, and Tim Ferriss are calling the true virtual empire. The stories
reveal some powerful zero cost marketing strategies and reveal the true power of how multiple
streams of income really work. This compilation of more profitable dog stories is chock full of even
more unique, easy to apply, and most effective dog passion to profit techniques, know-how, and
resources used by today's From Passion To Profit Dogs Elite. The people who are making the big
bucks with their love for dogs have been secretly guarded this information. They have kept this
information to themselves over many years before allowing the public to read about these insider
stories. Finally, they have allowed Mary Kay Hunziger to share these powerful secret ingredients
that are critical to run a successful from passion into profit business with dogs. It is even a smarter
idea to set up these income streams based on your dog passions and hobbies because guess what?
You already love what you do with your dogs, right! Talking about bending all the benefit totally to
your advantage! There is absolutely no other way that is easier and more fun to apply. Use this
compilation of stories to create your own sustainable business for yourself & become financially
independent with your love for dogs! Go ahead and get started digging through more of these
enjoyable compilation of dog stories & become financially independent with what you love! Who
knows you might even become the next dog celebrity & authority in your own from passion to profit
niche. Profit from the experiences taught in these amazing stories...



  how to start dog treat business: How to Start a Home-based Dog Training Business Peggy O.
Swager, 2012-11-06 The demand for skilled dog trainers has never been greater. To succeed in one
of this field, you'll need more than dog expertise you'll need business savvy as well. Written for the
non-business person, this book provides the information you need to start, operate, and prosper in
your chosen field of dog training. Beginning with an overview of the different areas to create a dog
training business, the book provides what it takes to break into and succeed in the top dog training
fields. Readers learn what associations they need to become a part of as well as how to build
counsel, structure, and support. Marketing information helps people expand and grow their
business. Tips from a variety of established dog trainers gives this book an edge above the
competition.
  how to start dog treat business: Start Your Own Pet Business and More Entrepreneur
Press, 2009-03-01 Are you a pet lover? Fascinated by all things furred, feathered and finned? Why
not turn your passion for pets into a profitable business! A fast-growing market, the
multibillion-dollar pet industry offers a world of business opportunities for entrepreneurs like you!
From hands-on pet care to specialty pet products like toys, food, and treats, Entrepreneur covers the
cat’s meow of pet-related businesses. Providing insider advice, tips, and tricks along the way, our
experts take you step by step and show you how to discover your specialty, legally and financially
establish your business, manage day-to-day operations, and so much more! • Choose from five hot
areas of interest—pet sitting/dog walking, dog training, pet grooming, pet food/treats, upscale pet
products • Equip yourself with the right tools • Set competitive fees • Efficiently manage inventory
and supplies for easy order fulfillment • Use effective marketing and advertising tools to get the
word out • Build positive customer and vendor relationships • Plan for future growth • And more Let
America’s pampered pets help your profits— start your pet business today!
  how to start dog treat business: Selling Dog Treats Brett Watson, 2024-05-22 Calling all
aspiring petpreneurs! Have you ever dreamed of turning your love for furry friends into a fulfilling
and profitable business venture? Look no further than 'Selling Dog Treats; The Ultimate Guide to
Starting a Dog Treat Business'. Packed with practical advice, creative ideas, and expert insights, this
comprehensive guide is your go-to resource for navigating the exciting world of pet
entrepreneurship. From crafting delectable treats to mastering marketing strategies, 'Selling Dog
Treats' covers every aspect of starting and running a successful dog treat business with a delightful
blend of humor, warmth, and expertise. Plus, with over 100 dog treat recipes included, you'll have
everything you need to whip up irresistible goodies right in your own kitchen. Whether you're a
seasoned pet lover with a passion for baking or a budding entrepreneur ready to unleash your
creativity, this book will empower you to create a thriving business that delights pets and pet owners
alike. Get ready to embark on a tail-wagging adventure towards petpreneurial success - the journey
starts here!
  how to start dog treat business: How To Get Started With The Dog Treat Business Woodrow
Lyall, 2021-01-26 Turn your hobby into a profitable profession! In this Homemade Dog Treats
business book, you will discover: - Why the gourmet dog treats business is a great investment -
Nutritional information for dogs including the ingredients you NEED to avoid at all costs - How to
launch a successful online gourmet dog treats store - Where to sell your homemade dog treats right
in your own neighborhood - The characteristics that will make a highly successful entrepreneur - The
pros and cons of running your business out of your home vs opening a shop of your own - A
breakdown of all the supplies you'll need for your business - Taking the fear out of the legal issues
involved in starting a home based business treats right in your own neighborhood - How to manage
your business finances - How to keep your business running smoothly like a well-oiled machine -
How to come up with a winning marketing strategy - How to win the hearts of your customers and
keep them coming back for more.
  how to start dog treat business: Innovative Growth Strategies Florentina Gahan,
2021-08-12 Is a dog treat business profitable? Yes! Starting a dog bakery business at home can be a
profitable side hustle for the right clientele. You can make money selling homemade pet treats on



Etsy, at your local farmer's market, or run it entirely as a home-based business. A good example of
an industry that has grown and become more competitive in the past few years is the gourmet dog
treat bakery business. The consumer demand for natural or organic dog food products has seen a
significant uptick.
  how to start dog treat business: How to Start a Home-Based Bakery Business Detra Denay
Davis, 2011-01-11 Home-based baking is one of America’s best-kept business secrets. This sleeper
industry offers even novice bakers the opportunity to bake from home for profit using tried and true
recipes and equipment already on hand. And yet its many rules and how-tos are so elusive that few
people out there who love to bake and dream of taking their products from the kitchen to the market
actually end up doing so. Enter How to Start a Home-Based Bakery Business—the first book to cover
every essential aspect of planning, starting, and running such a business successfully.
  how to start dog treat business: Progressive Business Plan for a Dog Treat Bakery Nat
Chiaffarano MBA, 2017-03-18 This book contains the detailed content and out-of-the-box ideas to
launch a successful Dog Treat Bakery Company. This Business Plan provides the updated relevant
content needed to become much smarter about starting a profitable All-natural Pet Treat Bakery.
The fill-in-the-blank format makes it very easy to write the business plan, but it is the out-of-the box
strategic growth ideas that will put you on the road to success. It features in-depth descriptions of a
wide range of potential products and services, and a comprehensive marketing plan. It also contains
an extensive list of Keys to Success, Creative Differentiation Strategies, Competitive Advantages to
seize upon, Industry Trends and Best Practices to exploit, Helpful Resources, Financial Statement
Forms, Actual Business Examples and Financing Options. If your goal is to obtain the knowledge,
education and original ideas that will improve your chances for success in a dog treat bakery
business... then this book was specifically written for you.
  how to start dog treat business: How to Open and Operate a Financially Successful Pet
Sitting Business Angela Williams Duea, 2008 Book & CD-ROM. This guide provides readers with
an understanding of the basic concepts of starting their own service business. This book offers a
comprehensive and detailed study of the business side of pet sitting. You will learn everything from
the initial start-up decisions to working with clients. If you are investigating opportunities in this
type of business, you should begin by reading this book. You can build a highly successful business
using your talent and understanding of animals while providing a much needed service to their
owners. If you enjoy working with people and animals, this may be the perfect business for you.
Keep in mind that this business looks easy but, as with any business, looks can be deceiving. This
complete manual will arm you with everything you need, including sample business forms; contracts;
worksheets and checklists for planning, opening, and running day-to-day operations; setting up your
office; and dozens of other valuable, timesaving tools of the trade that no business should be
without. While providing detailed instruction and examples, the author leads you through every
detail that will bring success. You will learn how to draw up a winning business plan (the companion
CD-ROM has the actual business plan you can use in Microsoft Word) and about choosing a name;
getting started; the who, what, when, why, and how of pet sitting; equipment; selling your other
services to your present customers, such as pet walking, training, nutritional items, photography and
portraiture; pet accessories; how to attract and bid on new jobs; contracts and billing procedures;
advertising; insurance; legal matters; basic cost control systems; market research; getting new
clients; tax laws; zoning laws; pricing; leads; sales and marketing techniques; and pricing formulas.
You will learn how to set up computer systems to save time and money, how to hire and keep a
qualified professional staff if necessary, how to meet IRS requirements, how to manage and train
employees, how to generate high profile public relations and publicity, and how to implement low
cost internal marketing ideas. You will learn how to build your business by using low and no cost
ways to satisfy customers, as well as ways to increase sales and have customers refer others to you.
  how to start dog treat business: Toxic: From Factory to Food Bowl, Pet Food Is a Risky
Business Phyllis Entis, 2023-06-22 Food safety expert Phyllis Entis, author of the Amazon
international best seller, TAINTED: From Farm Gate to Dinner Plate, Fifty Years of Food Safety



Failures, offers a behind-the-scenes look at some of the most notorious pet food safety scandals of
the current century in her new book, TOXIC: From Factory to Food Bowl, Pet Food Is a Risky
Business. Whether the subject is pentobarbital in canned dog food, aflatoxin in kibble, or Salmonella
in commercial raw pet foods, TOXIC provides insight into pet food industry practices and gives pet
owners tips to help keep their animal companions safe and healthy.
  how to start dog treat business: The Business of Dog Walking: How to Make a Living
Doing What You Love Veronica Boutelle, 2013 Turn Dog Walking into a Profitable Business
Professional dog walking is a booming business. Over forty percent of U.S. households include a dog
and the number is rising steadily. No wonder, then, that demand for dog walking services also keeps
growing. But there’s a huge difference between throwing a leash on a few dogs and charging for it
and running a professional dog walking business. To be a successful dog walker, you must be dog
savvy and business savvy. Veronica Boutelle has helped thousands of dog walkers set up and run
successful enterprises. This book tells you how. Find Out: • What it takes to make a lucrative living
walking dogs • How to set up your business for success from the get-go • What you need to know
about dog behavior and safety • How to stand out with targeted marketing in a competitive field
  how to start dog treat business: The Dog Lover's Guide to Travel Kelly E. Carter,
2014-04-01 National Geographic’s ultimate resource for traveling with your furry friend features
hundreds of dog-friendly places to pamper your pooch, from doggie daycare to canine couture.
Special features include walks you can take with your dog, insider tips from local pet parents on how
to best enjoy their area with a pup, and sidebars detailing unique opportunities for coddled canines,
such as winery hikes in California wine country. New York Times bestselling author and pet parent
Kelly E. Carter, and her beloved longhaired Chihuahua, Lucy, give you the inside scoop on
pet-friendly hotels and restaurants, beaches, parks, and dog runs, plus the lowdown on events for
four-legged visitors and dog-friendly attractions. A detailed introduction discussed everything you
need to know when taking your pooch on vacation, including the lay of the land for road tripping and
flying cross-country. From Sanibel Island, FL, to Whistler, BC, from Montreal QC, and Nantucket,
MA to San Francisco, CA, The Dog Lover’s Guide to Travel showcases 75 of the best pet-friendly
vacation destinations across the U.S. and Canada.
  how to start dog treat business: Canal Days Calamity Jamie M. Blair, 2017-11-08 Cameron
Cripps-Hayman is taken aback when she stumbles upon another murdered neighbor, this time
behind her sister's shop, Dog Diggity. The timing couldn't be worse, as there's only a week left
before the store's grand opening during Canal Days, the biggest festival of the year. When the police
arrest her handyman, Cameron knows they have the wrong suspect, so she and the rest of the
Metamora Action Agency set their sights on cracking the case. They've got one solved murder under
their belts—how hard could a second be? With a flood warning and a murderer on the loose
threatening Canal Days, Cameron and her crew need to work their tails off to have any chance of
saving the town's annual dog and pony show. Praise for the Dog Days Mysteries: [A] laugh-out-loud
funny cozy . . . Dorothy Cannell and Donna Andrews fans rejoice!—Library Journal The plot is very,
very good in this one. The dogs are fun, the mystery is difficult to solve, and all the characters make
this a great afternoon read.—Suspense Magazine
  how to start dog treat business: Start Your Independent Online Business - A Detailed Guide
Khemendra Singh, Right from setting up a website to growing your online business idea on the
internet - this eBook is everything you have been looking for. In this eBook, we will show you why
your business should go D2C (Direct-to-Customer). We will explain the benefits, ways, tools and tips
in detail. But honestly, you just need one reason to sell directly to your customer - full control and
ownership of your business! This eBook explains - How to set up a 'Direct'To-Consumer' business
from scratch Benefits of setting up a D2C channel Marketing channels every D2C brand must use
Affordable shipping services for your business Here's to growth!
  how to start dog treat business: Since the Day We Danced Kerk Murray, 2023-11-14 A
wounded divorcee, a grieving widower, and the rescue dog who shows them that second chances do
exist. Emma Wright’s world came crashing down when her husband blindsided her with divorce



papers on their anniversary and left her for a younger woman. Starting over at forty, she moves into
a quaint beachfront cottage on the other side of Hadley Cove with her beloved rescue dog, Riley. But
just as she’s picking up the shattered pieces to her life, Riley goes missing. Meanwhile, in Chicago,
widowed father Luke Grayson vows to repair the strained relationship with his teenage son,
Jeremiah. In search of new beginnings, he moves them to the picturesque small coastal town of
Hadley Cove, Georgia. While they're getting settled, an unexpected visitor arrives at their doorstops,
and seems to believe this is his home. As destiny weaves Emma and Luke’s paths together in
unforeseen ways, their lives will change forever. Will they find the courage to open their fragile
hearts to a second chance at love? Or will the scars of the past keep them from their happily ever
after? ---------------------------------------------------------- Each book in the Hadley Cove Sweet Romance series
can be read as a stand-alone novel that ends with a happily-ever-after and no cliffhangers. If you
enjoy sweet, clean and wholesome, swoonworthy romance stories, you'll want to binge them all.
❤️Book 1: Since the Day We Danced ❤️Book 2: Since the Day We Fell ❤️Book 3: Since the Day We
Kissed ❤️Book 4: Since the Day We Wished ❤️Book 5: Since the Day We Left ❤️Book 6: Since the Day
We Promised
  how to start dog treat business: How to Run a Dog Business Veronica Boutelle, 2014-04-02
Veronica Boutelle, the industry’s top consultant, writes for the non-business savvy dog pro, sharing
the detailed information you need to start, operate, and prosper in the dog world in clear,
easy-to-read language. This second edition, incorporating Veronica’s ten years of experience helping
dog pros succeed, included additional advice on packaging services, setting policies, and avoiding
burnout, an expanded marketing chapter and resources section, and two entirely new chapters
covering online marketing and developing the perfect staff.
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