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harvard business mba is one of the most prestigious graduate degrees available, renowned for its
rigorous academic curriculum, exceptional faculty, and extensive network of alumni. The Harvard
Business School (HBS) MBA program offers aspiring leaders a transformative experience that equips
them with the skills necessary to navigate complex business environments. In this comprehensive
article, we will explore the various aspects of the Harvard Business MBA program, including its
curriculum, admission requirements, costs, and the career opportunities it presents. Whether you
are considering applying or simply want to understand what makes this program unique, this guide
will provide valuable insights.
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Overview of Harvard Business School

Harvard Business School, established in 1908, is part of Harvard University and is located in Boston,
Massachusetts. It is recognized globally as a leader in business education, consistently ranking
among the top business schools in various reputable publications. HBS is particularly noted for its
case study method, an innovative teaching approach that immerses students in real-world business
scenarios.

The school offers a two-year full-time MBA program, various executive education programs, and
doctoral programs. The MBA program is particularly popular due to its emphasis on developing
leaders who can think critically and act decisively in dynamic business environments. The diversity
of the student body, which includes individuals from various professional backgrounds and
countries, enriches the learning experience and fosters a collaborative culture.



The MBA Curriculum

The curriculum of the Harvard Business MBA is designed to build a strong foundation in business
principles while allowing students to tailor their education to their career goals. It consists of two
main components: the Required Curriculum (RC) and the Elective Curriculum (EC).

Required Curriculum (RC)

The RC comprises the first year of the MBA program and includes core courses that are essential for
every business leader. This part of the curriculum focuses on fundamental business concepts, such
as:

e Finance

e Marketing

e Operations Management

e Leadership and Organizational Behavior

¢ Business Analytics

Students engage in the case study method, analyzing real business challenges and proposing
actionable solutions. This approach not only enhances critical thinking but also improves decision-
making skills.

Elective Curriculum (EC)

In the second year, students have the flexibility to choose from a wide range of elective courses that
align with their interests and career aspirations. Electives cover various topics, including
entrepreneurship, social enterprise, and global business strategies. This enables students to
specialize in areas that resonate with their professional goals.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Harvard Business MBA program is highly competitive. Candidates must
meet several requirements to be considered for acceptance.



Application Components

The application process includes several key components:

e Completed online application form

e GMAT or GRE scores

e Academic transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

e Resume highlighting professional experience

e Essays demonstrating leadership potential and personal insights
e Letters of recommendation

e Interview (by invitation only)

Each component is evaluated holistically, with particular emphasis on leadership experience,
academic ability, and personal character. Strong candidates typically exhibit a blend of professional
accomplishments and a commitment to community service.

Cost of the Harvard MBA

The financial investment required for a Harvard Business MBA is significant, but many graduates
find that the potential return on investment justifies the cost. The total cost includes tuition, fees,
and living expenses.

Tuition and Fees

As of the 2023 academic year, the estimated total cost for the two-year MBA program is
approximately $235,000. This includes:

e Tuition: Around $76,000 per year
¢ Student fees
e Health insurance

¢ Books and materials



e Living expenses

Harvard Business School offers various financial aid options, including scholarships and loans, to
help students manage the costs associated with their education. Prospective students are
encouraged to explore these resources early in the application process.

Career Opportunities Post-MBA

Graduating from Harvard Business School opens doors to numerous career opportunities across
various industries. The MBA program's focus on leadership and critical thinking prepares graduates
to take on challenging roles in organizations worldwide.

Employment Statistics
HBS consistently reports high employment rates for its graduates. According to recent statistics:
e More than 90% of graduates secure employment within three months of graduation.

e The average starting salary for HBS graduates is approximately $150,000.

e Many graduates receive sign-on bonuses, further enhancing their financial compensation.

Graduates find positions in sectors such as consulting, finance, technology, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship. Major employers include top consulting firms, investment banks, and leading
multinational corporations.

Alumni Network and Benefits

The Harvard Business School alumni network is one of the most powerful assets for MBA graduates.
With over 80,000 alumni worldwide, this network provides an extensive support system for career
advancement and professional growth.

Networking Opportunities

Alumni have access to various events, including conferences, seminars, and networking gatherings,
which facilitate connections with industry leaders and fellow graduates. This network can be



invaluable for mentorship and collaboration on business ventures.

Additionally, HBS offers lifelong learning opportunities through executive education programs,
keeping alumni updated on the latest business trends and practices.

Conclusion

The Harvard Business MBA is not just an academic program,; it is a transformative experience that
shapes future leaders. With its rigorous curriculum, exceptional faculty, and an extensive alumni
network, HBS provides students with the tools they need to succeed in the competitive business
landscape. Whether you are looking to advance your career, switch industries, or develop
entrepreneurial ventures, the Harvard MBA equips you with the knowledge and connections to
achieve your goals.

Q: What is the duration of the Harvard Business MBA
program?

A: The Harvard Business MBA program is a two-year full-time program, structured into two main
curriculums: the Required Curriculum in the first year and the Elective Curriculum in the second
year.

Q: What is the average GMAT score for admitted students?

A: The average GMAT score for admitted students at Harvard Business School typically hovers
around 730, although the school considers a range of factors beyond test scores in the admissions
process.

Q: Is work experience required to apply for the Harvard MBA?

A: Yes, Harvard Business School requires applicants to have professional work experience. Most
admitted students have at least two to five years of full-time work experience before applying.

Q: Are scholarships available for the Harvard MBA program?

A: Yes, Harvard Business School offers a variety of need-based scholarships and financial aid options
to help students fund their education.

Q: What industries do Harvard MBA graduates typically enter?

A: Harvard MBA graduates pursue careers in diverse industries, including consulting, finance,
technology, healthcare, and entrepreneurship. Many graduates also start their own businesses.



Q: How does the case study method work in the MBA
program?

A: The case study method involves analyzing real business scenarios in a classroom setting, allowing
students to discuss and debate solutions, which enhances their critical thinking and decision-making
skills.

Q: Can international students apply for the Harvard MBA
program?

A: Yes, international students are encouraged to apply for the Harvard MBA program. The school
values diversity and has a significant number of international students in each cohort.

Q: What is the average age of students in the Harvard MBA
program?

A: The average age of students in the Harvard MBA program is around 27 years, with students
ranging from their early twenties to their thirties.

Q: What are the key benefits of attending Harvard Business
School?

A: Key benefits include access to a prestigious network of alumni, a rigorous and enriching
curriculum, exceptional faculty, and a strong brand that enhances career opportunities post-
graduation.

Q: How does Harvard Business School support
entrepreneurship?

A: Harvard Business School supports entrepreneurship through specialized courses, access to
resources such as the Harvard Innovation Labs, and the opportunity to connect with successful
entrepreneurs and investors.
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the cauldron of capitalism-horrifying and very funny (The Wall Street Journal) In this candid and
entertaining insider's look at the most influential school in global business, Philip Delves Broughton
draws on his crack reporting skills to describe his madcap years at Harvard Business School. Ahead
of the Curve recounts the most edifying and surprising lessons learned in the quest for an MBA,
from the ingenious chicanery of leveraging and the unlikely pleasures of accounting, to the antics of
the booze luge and other, less savory trappings of student culture. Published during the one
hundredth anniversary of Harvard Business School, this is the unflinching truth about life in the
trenches of an iconic American institution.

harvard business mba: Rethinking the MBA Srikant Datar, David A. Garvin, Patrick G. Cullen,
2010-04-22 Business Schools Face Test of Faith. Is It Time to Retrain B-Schools? As these headlines
make clear, business education is at a major crossroads. For decades, MBA graduates from top-tier
schools set the standard for cutting-edge business knowledge and skills. Now the business world has
changed, say the authors of Rethinking the MBA, and MBA programs must change with it.
Increasingly, managers and recruiters are questioning conventional business education. Their
concerns? Among other things, MBA programs aren't giving students the heightened cultural
awareness and global perspectives they need. Newly minted MBAs lack essential leadership skills.
Creative and critical thinking demand far more attention. In this compelling and authoritative new
book, the authors: - Document a rising chorus of concerns about business schools gleaned from
extensive interviews with deans and executives, and from a detailed analysis of current curricula and
emerging trends in graduate business education - Provide case studies showing how leading MBA
programs have begun reinventing themselves for the better - Offer concrete ideas for how business
schools can surmount the challenges that come with reinvention, including securing faculty with
new skills and experimenting with new pedagogies Rich with examples and thoroughly researched,
Rethinking the MBA reveals why and how business schools must define a better pathway for the
future.

harvard business mba: 50 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays Staff of the
Harvard Crimson, 2022-12-27 Fifty all-new essays that got their authors into Harvard Business
School, including GMAT scores, showing what worked, what didn’t, and how you can do it too.
Competition to get into the nation’s top business schools has never been more intense. Harvard
Business School in particular draws thousands of elite applicants from around the world. As
admissions departments become increasingly selective, even the best and brightest need an edge.
Writing a personal statement is a daunting part of the application process. In a specific amount of
characters, applicants must weave together experiences and passions into a memorable narrative to
set them apart from thousands of other applicants. While there is no magic formula for writing the
perfect essay, picking up this book will put them on the right track. The Staff of the Harvard
Crimson's 50 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays includes fifty standout essays
from students who successfully secured a spot at Harvard Business School. Each student has a
unique set of experiences that led them to applying for an MBA. Each essay includes analysis by
Crimson editors on essay qualities and techniques that worked, so readers can apply them to their
own writing. This book will aid applicants in composing essays that reveal their passion for business
and the discipline they will bring to this demanding program and profession. It will give them the
extra help they need to get into the best business school programs in the world.

harvard business mba: Best Business Schools’ Admissions Secrets Chioma Isiadinso,
2014-08-05 The top secrets to getting into the best MBA programs, from a leading industry expert
Top MBA programs reject more than 80 percent of their applicants, but author Chioma Isiadinso's
admissions consulting firm has successfully guided 90 percent of her students into the best business
schools around the world. As a former Admissions Board Member, Isiadinso offers insider tips and
strategies to help applicants get into the school of their choice by building and promoting their
personal brand. This revised and updated edition now offers: * the do's and don'ts of social media
networking * sample admissions essays that worked ¢ an international perspective for global
admissions appeal



harvard business mba: 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays, Second
Edition Lauren Sullivan, The Staff of The Harbus, 2009-08-04 Updated and revised essays that got

their writers into Harvard, the #1 business school in the country, as compiled by the editors of the
school's newspaper with tips and strategies to help readers do the same there or elsewhere YOUR
LIFE ... IN 300 WORDS OR LESS It's a daunting task. Even the most seasoned professionals find
business school application essays to be among the hardest pieces they ever write. With a diverse
pool of talented people applying to the nation's top schools from the most successful companies and
prestigious undergraduate programs in the world, a simple biography detailing accomplishments
and goals isn't enough. Applicants need clear and compelling arguments that grab admissions
officers and absolutely refuse to let go. To help them write the essays that get them accepted into
Harvard or any of the country's other top programs, the staff of The Harbus--HBS's student
newspaper--have updated and revised their collection of sixty-five actual application essays as well
as their detailed analysis of them so that applicants will be able to: * Avoid common pitfalls * Play to
their strengths * Get their message across Wherever they are applying, the advice and tested
strategies in 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays give business professionals
and undergraduates the insider's knowledge to market themselves most effectively and truly own
the process.

harvard business mba: 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays Dan
Erck, Pavel Swiatek, 2004-09 The staff of the Harbus, the Harvard Business School's newspaper,
presents essays that got their writers into the #1 business shool in the nation, with tips to help
readers do that same at Harvard--or elsewhere.

harvard business mba: Harvard Business School Confidential Emily Chan, 2012-11-27 Harvard
Business School is the iconic business school. An admission ticket to HBS is a hot commodity and an
HBS degree is highly respected in the business world. Written by an HBS grad and seasoned
businesswoman, Harvard Confidential tells you why. It is a distillation of the most valuable and
pragmatic but yet easiest to learn concepts taught at HBS. Distills the best of what HBS has to offer
and unveils the secrets to success taught behind Harvard's ivied edifices Readers will learn what
they teach without going to HBS; learn how to think like an HBS grad and gain a head start on what
to expect from HBS Emily Chan graduated top of her engineering class at Stanford and has a MBA
from Harvard Business School. She is a former consultant with BCG in Boston and Hong Kong, and
independent consultant in Greater China. Based in Hong Kong, she is now Director of Pacific Merit
Ltd, a family-owned direct investment company.

harvard business mba: What They Teach You at Harvard Business School Philip Delves
Broughton, 2009-05-07 'For anyone thinking of doing an MBA, or indeed anyone who wants to
understand how the corporate elite are moulded, this is a must read' Luke Johnson, British
entrepreneur The internationally best-selling business classic that reveals what it's really like to
study an MBA at one of the most prestigious institutions in the world. Philip Delves Broughton quit
his position as New York correspondent for The Daily Telegraph to take his place on one of the
most-coveted and exclusive courses in the world - an MBA at Harvard Business School - to acquire
the wisdom reserved for the world's global elite. And what he learns is truly jaw-dropping. From his
first class to graduation - encompassing the guest lectures, the Apprentice-style tasks, the
booze-luge, the burnouts and the high flyers - Delves Broughton divulges the advice, wisdom and
folly he found whilst studying at the most prestigious business school in the world. 'Anyone
considering enrolling will find this an insightful portrait of Harvard Business School life' Economist
‘Very funny. An excellent book' Wall Street Journal

harvard business mba: Diversity in the financial services industry and access to capital for
minority-owned businesses United States. Congress. House. Committee on Financial Services.
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, 2004

harvard business mba: Harvard Alumni Bulletin , 1927

harvard business mba: Titans of Capital Peter Phillips, 2024-09-17 A fascinating examination
of the rapid concentration of global capital, with chapters that focus on China and Russia. Explores




how fewer and larger investment companies now manage the excess financial wealth of the world’s
40 million richest people, to the detriment of everyone else and the global environment. In Titans of
Capital, Peter Phillips, a political sociologist, poses three key research questions: To what extent do
the wealthy influence—or even dominate—decision making that affects all of us in society? Who are
the most powerful people? And how does the accumulation of capital work? Networks of wealthy
individuals have evolved since the COVID-19 pandemic, and Titans of Capital shows how the
financial investments of transnational elites threaten human rights and the future of the planet.
Private capital investments serve as the primary operating funds for international arms sales, private
prisons, and other socially negative activities. These investments fuel the continued use of
carbon-based energy leading to amplified global warming and climate change. Military spending is a
critical component of continued wealth concentration and political power in the world. Spending on
arms and intelligence is a required aspect of maintaining global power and control. Dealing with
Russia, China, Iran and other “rogue” states is a continuing agenda for agents of the world power
elites. Propaganda machines in Western capitalist governments serve to protect elite wealth by
promoting military conflicts to open new regions for economic investment. Phillips warns that while
continued concentration of global capital increases the profits enjoyed by the global economy’s
“Titans,”, it also increases global inequality, starvation, and civil unrest, threatening the lives of the
hundreds of millions of people living in extreme poverty. It is imperative to ask how we can reverse
the concentration of Titan wealth and revitalize grassroots democracy unbridled by extreme wealth.
Identifying 117 global Titans by name and exposing the networks and interests that unite them
provides readers opposed to militarism and committed to economic equality with crucial tools to
directly engage the power elite who endanger life on earth.

harvard business mba: The Investment Banking Handbook J. Peter Williamson, 1991-01-16
This edited volume offers thorough coverage of the business of investment banking, including much
inside information based on the extensive professional experience of the contributors. Comprising 32
chapters, covering every facet of investment banking, from its historical origins in the U.S. to the
current high-dollar activity in mergers and acquisitions. Contributors are noted businessmen and
academics from the U.S., Canada, Europe, and Japan. Chapters fall into eight sections: investment
banking today, raising capital, transactional activities, specialized financial instruments, tax-exempt
financing, broker activities, commercial banks and investment banking, and investment banking
outside the United States. Raising capital is traditionally what investment banking is all about, and
the Handbook explains who does it and how it's done.

harvard business mba: Race, Work, and Leadership Laura Morgan Roberts, Anthony ]J. Mayo,
David A. Thomas, 2019-08-13 Rethinking How to Build Inclusive Organizations Race, Work, and
Leadership is a rare and important compilation of essays that examines how race matters in people's
experience of work and leadership. What does it mean to be black in corporate America today? How
are racial dynamics in organizations changing? How do we build inclusive organizations? Inspired by
and developed in conjunction with the research and programming for Harvard Business School's
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the HBS African American Student
Union, this groundbreaking book shines new light on these and other timely questions and
illuminates the present-day dynamics of race in the workplace. Contributions from top scholars,
researchers, and practitioners in leadership, organizational behavior, psychology, sociology, and
education test the relevance of long-held assumptions and reconsider the research approaches and
interventions needed to understand and advance African Americans in work settings and leadership
roles. At a time when--following a peak in 2002--there are fewer African American men and women
in corporate leadership roles, Race, Work, and Leadership will stimulate new scholarship and
dialogue on the organizational and leadership challenges of African Americans and become the
indispensable reference for anyone committed to understanding, studying, and acting on the
challenges facing leaders who are building inclusive organizations.

harvard business mba: The Harvard Business School Guide to Careers in the Nonprofit Sector
Stephanie Lowell, 2000 Guiding MBAs into the Nonprofit Sector As interest in nonprofit sector



careers grows among MBA students and MBAs further along in their careers, the number of
interesting opportunities and the need for MBA skills in this sector also continues to spiral upward.
Yet MBA students and alums have experienced frustration with the job search process in this field.
The Harvard Business School Guide to Careers in the Nonprofit Sector is a great resource for newly
minted MBAs and alums interested in entering the nonprofit sector - whether as full-time managers,
board members, or volunteers. Tapping the career histories of thirty-four Harvard Business School
alums who have carved out successful and personally rewarding lives in the nonprofit sector,
Stephanie Lowell has created a resource that is both inspirational and practical. Topics covered
include: nonprofit subsector overviews with descriptions of key roles and positions for MBAs the
pros and cons of a nonprofit career managing expectations salary expectations cultural differences
the job search process as it applies to nonprofits an extensive bibliography of resources Reflecting
the depth and breadth of the nonprofit sector, the HBS Guide covers management careers in arts
and culture, community economic development, education, environment, foundations, government,
health care, international aid and economic development, social services, social purpose businesses,
and socially responsible business/corporate community relations.

harvard business mba: The Power of Unfair Advantage John L. Nesheim, 2005-06-08 A Silicon
Valley veteran and author of the bestseller High Tech Start Up reveals the nature of unfair
advantage -- that holy grail for every company, the mysterious quality that separates successful
businesses from the nine out of ten that fail -- and then shows how to create an unfair advantage,
build it into a business plan, and use it to maximum effect. Nesheim's first book, originally
self-published during Silicon Valley's wild west days in the 1990s, quickly moved from underground
hit to business bestseller. He witnessed the incredible highs and lows of the Internet bubble, and he
got an intimate look at why some companies weathered the storm while others went under. Now, in
The Power of Unfair Advantage, Nesheim shows you how to bring the pioneer spirit to your new
enterprise -- whether you are starting a new company or trying to breathe new life into an old dog.
Unfair advantage is an enduring but often overlooked dynamic and a crucial aspect of any successful
business endeavor. To show you how to attain unfair advantage over your competitors, he begins
with a clear model: Outsource everything you are not good at, concentrate on those things that can
be differentiated, and strive for a unique, consistent difference that cannot be copied. Integrating
these maxims with other essential elements, he demonstrates, with dozens of case studies, how to
orchestrate unfair advantage through marketing, sales, engineering, and operations. Unfair
advantage can take many forms. Pager maker RIM rocketed to the top of the mobile wireless email
market with Blackberry by employing an unfair advantage that it alone possessed -- pager
technology and pager infrastructure. Alternately, an unfair advantage can come from a unique
relationship with a strategic alliance partner, as when Flextronics pulled Handspring out of a
life-threatening crisis. The Power of Unfair Advantage is an essential handbook for every manager
who is responsible for introducing a new product or service and every entrepreneur and would-be
who plans to start a company. Unfair advantage is here to stay -- learn how to lasso its power, rise
above the competition, and build a flourishing, long-lasting business.

harvard business mba: Changing the Scope of Library Instruction in the Digital Age
Bhattacharyya, Swati, Patnaik, K Rama, 2018-01-05 The current digital age is impacting the contents
and delivery of instructional service in many ways. Instructional sessions not only describe various
features of a resource, but these sessions also bring issues like the ethical use of information,
copyrights, and the value of open knowledge to light. Librarians are required to help users to learn
use these tools. Changing the Scope of Library Instruction in the Digital Age provides emerging
information on data visualization tools, creating effective instructions, and instructional design in
library sciences. While highlighting the challenges of effectively training new and seasoned
librarians in these various aspects of data technology and teaching methods, readers will learn the
importance of giving librarians the tools they need to complete their new responsibilities. This book
is an important resource for entry level and seasoned librarians, researchers, and instructional
design specialists seeking current research on up to date library instruction in the modern



technology age.

harvard business mba: Introduction to Study and Immigration in USA Patrick Lee, 2008-07-24
This book provides the reference for study and immigration in USA on the following topics: TOFEL
and GRE tests; application material and recommendation letters; school admission and financial
aids; setup in USA and house rental; registration, class and homework; research assistantship,
research projects, and writing papers; Ph.D. degree; summer job; F-2 visa and spouse/kid visit;
house, transportation, food and dress; finance, social issues and culture conflict; study-based
immigration, permanent residence and citizenship; top universities in USA.

harvard business mba: Routledge Handbook of Latin America in the World Jorge
Dominguez, Ana Covarrubias, 2014-10-17 The Handbook of Latin America in the World explains how
the Latin American countries have both reacted and contributed to changing international dynamics
over the last 30 years. It provides a comprehensive picture of Latin America’s global engagement by
looking at specific processes and issues that link governments and other actors, social and
economic, within the region and beyond. Leading scholars offer an up-to-date state of the field,
theoretically and empirically, thus avoiding a narrow descriptive approach. The Handbook includes a
section on theoretical approaches that analyze Latin America’s place in the international political
and economic system and its foreign policy making. Other sections focus on the main countries,
actors, and issues in Latin America’s international relations. In so doing, the book sheds light on the
complexity of the international relations of selected countries, and on their efforts to act
multilaterally. The Routledge Handbook of Latin America in the World is a must-have reference for
academics, researchers, and students in the fields of Latin American politics, international relations,
and area specialists of all regions of the world.

harvard business mba: The Best 294 Business Schools Princeton Review (Firm), 2011 Provides
a detailed overview of the best business schools across North America, including information on
each school's academic program, competitiveness, financial aid, admissions requirements, and social
scenes.

harvard business mba: The Best 300 Business Schools, 2011 Edition , 2010 Provides a detailed
overview of the best business schools across North America, including information on each school's
academic program, competitiveness, financial aid, admissions requirements and social scenes.
Original.
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