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fedex small business grant contest winners have become a beacon of hope and opportunity for
many entrepreneurs across the United States. Each year, FedEx sponsors a grant contest aimed at
supporting small businesses with innovative ideas and strategies. The contest provides winners with
substantial financial assistance that can significantly impact their business growth and
sustainability. This article delves into the details of the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest,
including its history, eligibility criteria, application process, and a highlight of past winners who
have made remarkable strides in their respective industries. By understanding the contest's
nuances, aspiring entrepreneurs can better position themselves for success.
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Understanding the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest

The FedEx Small Business Grant Contest was initiated to support small businesses by providing
them with the funds necessary to grow and thrive. Launched in 2013, the contest aims to empower
entrepreneurs, encourage innovation, and help businesses navigate challenges in a competitive
marketplace. Each year, small businesses from various sectors are invited to submit their
applications, showcasing their business plans, community involvement, and potential for growth.

Winners of the contest receive financial grants ranging from $15,000 to $50,000, depending on their
placement within the competition. Moreover, the contest not only provides monetary support but
also offers publicity and networking opportunities that can be invaluable for a small business. By
participating, entrepreneurs gain visibility and the chance to connect with industry leaders and
fellow business owners.

Eligibility Criteria for Applicants



To participate in the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest, applicants must meet specific eligibility
criteria. Understanding these requirements is essential for any small business looking to apply. The
primary criteria include the following:

Business Size: Applicants must operate a for-profit business with fewer than 100 employees.

Business Age: The business should have been in operation for at least six months prior to the
application.

Legal Status: Businesses must be registered and operating legally within the United States.

Unique Ideas: Applicants should present innovative and unique business ideas that
demonstrate the potential for growth and sustainability.

Community Engagement: Contestants are encouraged to showcase their involvement in
their local communities.

These criteria ensure that the contest supports businesses that have a legitimate foundation and are
poised for future growth. Additionally, the contest aims to uplift small businesses that actively
contribute to their communities, aligning with FedEx’s commitment to social responsibility.

Application Process

The application process for the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest is structured to facilitate a fair
evaluation of potential candidates. It typically involves several stages, including submission of the
application, public voting, and selection of finalists. The following outlines the key steps in the
application process:

Application Submission: Interested businesses must complete an online application form,1.
detailing their business model, financial needs, and marketing strategies. This submission
usually includes a video presentation that highlights the business's mission and vision.

Public Voting: After the initial review, the contest enters a public voting stage where the2.
community can support their favorite businesses. This stage not only boosts visibility for
applicants but also engages the community in the contest.

Final Selection: A panel of judges evaluates the submissions based on creativity, feasibility,3.
and potential impact. Finalists are then chosen based on their scores, and winners are
announced.

The application timeline typically spans several months, with specific dates announced annually. It is
crucial for applicants to stay informed about these dates and prepare their submissions accordingly



to maximize their chances of success.

Notable Winners of the Contest

Over the years, the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest has recognized numerous small businesses
that have made significant contributions to their industries. Some of the notable winners include:

2021 Winner: The Honey Pot Company - This natural feminine care product brand has
gained popularity for its focus on creating products that are both effective and
environmentally friendly. The grant helped them expand their product line and increase their
reach.

2020 Winner: Taffy’s of Cape Cod - A gourmet candy company known for its high-quality
confections, Taffy’s utilized the grant to enhance their manufacturing processes, allowing
them to meet growing demand.

2019 Winner: Goodie Girl Cookies - This gluten-free cookie brand successfully launched its
products on a national scale with the help of the grant, significantly increasing its market
presence.

These winners exemplify the diverse range of businesses that the FedEx Small Business Grant
Contest supports. Their success stories not only inspire future applicants but also showcase the
impact of financial assistance on small business growth.

Impact of Winning the Grant

Winning the FedEx Small Business Grant can have a transformative impact on small businesses. The
financial support provides the necessary capital to invest in various aspects such as product
development, marketing, and operational improvements. Additionally, the exposure gained from
being a contest finalist or winner can lead to increased customer interest and sales.

Many winners have reported significant growth in their businesses post-contest, which can be
attributed to several factors:

Increased Visibility: Winners receive media coverage and publicity, enhancing their brand
recognition.

Networking Opportunities: The contest connects winners with industry leaders and
potential partners, fostering collaborations.

Community Engagement: Winning often elevates a business's profile within its local



community, leading to increased customer loyalty.

The long-term benefits of winning the contest extend beyond financial support, contributing to
sustained growth and innovation within the small business sector.

Conclusion

The FedEx Small Business Grant Contest continues to empower entrepreneurs and support small
businesses across the United States. By providing financial assistance and a platform for visibility,
FedEx plays a significant role in fostering innovation and growth in the small business community.
As more entrepreneurs learn about the contest and its benefits, the potential for impactful success
stories will undoubtedly continue to grow, inspiring the next generation of business leaders.

Q: What is the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest?
A: The FedEx Small Business Grant Contest is an annual competition that provides financial grants
to small businesses in the United States, aimed at supporting their growth and innovation.

Q: How much can winners receive from the contest?
A: Winners of the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest can receive grants ranging from $15,000 to
$50,000, depending on their placement in the competition.

Q: Who is eligible to apply for the contest?
A: Eligible applicants must operate a for-profit business with fewer than 100 employees, be in
operation for at least six months, and have a registered legal status in the United States.

Q: How does the public voting process work in the contest?
A: After the initial application review, public voting allows the community to support their favorite
businesses, which can influence the selection of finalists based on the number of votes received.

Q: Can businesses from any industry apply for the contest?
A: Yes, businesses from various industries are encouraged to apply, as long as they meet the
eligibility criteria outlined by the contest.



Q: What are some benefits of winning the FedEx Small
Business Grant?
A: Winning the grant provides financial support, increased visibility, networking opportunities, and
enhanced community engagement, all contributing to the business's growth.

Q: How can applicants prepare for the contest?
A: Applicants should prepare a comprehensive business plan, a compelling video presentation, and
gather community support to maximize their chances of success during the public voting phase.

Q: When does the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest take
place?
A: The contest typically runs annually, with specific dates announced on the FedEx website.
Interested applicants should stay updated on these announcements.

Q: Are there any fees associated with applying for the contest?
A: There are no fees to apply for the FedEx Small Business Grant Contest; it is free for eligible
businesses to enter.

Q: What should businesses emphasize in their applications?
A: Businesses should emphasize their unique value propositions, community involvement, and plans
for utilizing the grant money effectively to achieve their growth objectives.
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companion, offering the tools and knowledge you need to secure the funding that will transform your
business dreams into reality.
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Finance Your Business The Staff of
Entrepreneur Media, 2016-11-21 FUND YOUR DREAM BUSINESS Every business needs money.
Whether you’re just starting out or are ready to expand, hunting for cash isn’t easy and you’ll need a
game plan to be successful. The experts of Entrepreneur can help improve your odds of success by
exploring the available options to guiding you from small business loans and angel investors to
crowdfunding and venture capital.
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Fund Your Business The Staff of Entrepreneur
Media, 2024-06-25 Secure Funding to Start, Run, and Grow Your Business! Starting a business is a
journey. From the moment you come up with an idea for the next great product or service to the
ribbon cutting and grand opening, you will travel a long, sometimes winding, road toward success.
And like any other trip you take in life, this one costs money. While many startups begin with cash
already in the bank (lucky them!), most aspiring entrepreneurs have to somehow come up with the
cash to build their dreams, whether they choose to borrow, bootstrap, crowdfund, or go with venture
capital. Discover: Bootstrapping tips and strategies to help you self-fund your business like a boss
Traditional lending options and costly traps to watch out for The basics of borrowing from friends
and family, the right way How corporate incubators and accelerators can give your business a
jump-start The in and outs of launching a successful crowdfunding campaign Get the inside scoop on
how to get the money you need and discover dozens of sources of capital.
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Scale Without Debt and Maintain Control: How
to Grow Your Business Without Losing Control Silas Mary, 2025-02-07 Scale Without Debt and
Maintain Control: How to Grow Your Business Without Losing Control Scaling a business shouldn’t
mean drowning in debt, giving up equity, or losing control. The biggest mistake entrepreneurs
make? Growing too fast without a solid financial strategy. The smartest business owners scale
strategically—without unnecessary debt, dilution, or financial stress. This book is your step-by-step
guide to growing profitably, sustainably, and on your own terms. Whether you're a startup founder,
small business owner, or seasoned entrepreneur, you’ll learn how to expand without relying on
outside investors or high-interest loans. Inside, you’ll discover: ✅ The No-Debt Scaling
Formula—grow without taking on financial risk ✅ Cash Flow Mastery—fund your expansion using
profits, not loans ✅ Smart Revenue Streams—create sustainable growth without heavy capital
investment ✅ Outsourcing & Automation Hacks—scale your operations without massive overhead ✅
How to Attract Investors (Only If You Want To)—retain control and negotiate on your terms You
don’t have to borrow big or give up equity to scale successfully. If you want to grow fast while
staying financially strong and in control, this book is your roadmap. Let’s build your empire—your
way!
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Dummies Guide to Starting a Profitable,
Future-Ready Business from Scratch, 3 Bolakale Aremu, 2025-05-09 Launch Big Without the Legal
Headache, Business Credit, or Going Broke—This Is the Book Investors Wish You Read First. What if
you could get customers, secure real funding, and grow your business—without needing an LLC,
perfect credit, or startup capital? Welcome to the future-ready entrepreneur’s playbook. In this bold,
third installment of the bestselling series Dummies Guide to Starting a Profitable, Future-Ready
Business from Scratch, you'll learn how to build momentum, attract investors, and scale your
venture—even if you’re still bootstrapping from your bedroom. � EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER: Join
The Funding Vault Inner Circle - Group Mentorship for Startup Success! When you get this book,
you also unlock a powerful reader offer designed to supercharge your funding journey: � Funding
Vault A treasure trove of carefully curated tools and resources to guide you through the funding
process: ✅ List of Lenders: Reputable banks, credit unions & alternative sources ✅ List of Grants:
Apply-ready opportunities with eligibility tips ✅ Investor Directory: Real backers + their preferences
and contacts ✅ Step-by-Step Funding Guide: Everything you need to apply with confidence ✅ Investor
Script Template: Perfect your pitch and stand out ✅ Funding Do’s & Don’ts: Avoid rookie mistakes



and present like a pro � Group Mentorship Program A live, interactive experience with expert
guidance and community support: � Personalized coaching from funding mentors � Live Q&A and
feedback on your pitch or strategy � Peer support + accountability � Exclusive insights not found in
the book � Motivation to stay on track and get funded ✅No LLC? No problem. ✅No credit? Doesn’t
matter. ✅No prior connections or MBA? Irrelevant. This book is for scrappy dreamers, self-starters,
and unconventional founders who are ready to do things differently—and win anyway. Inside, you'll
discover: � Why legal structures, EINs, and credit are not your first priority—and what to focus on
instead � How to pitch to real investors (even from your DMs)—without fancy slides or business
jargon � 5 funding methods that require $0 in personal repayment or formal registration �️ Free tools
and lean systems to automate like a pro from Day One � Proven scripts, pitch templates, and
outreach plans that turn strangers into backers � A 30-day action plan to go from “just an idea” to
launch-ready traction—even if you’re broke Whether you're building a side hustle, launching a
digital product, or bringing a bold new startup to life, this guide will walk you step-by-step through
growth, automation, and no-risk funding strategies used by today’s smartest entrepreneurs. Perfect
for: First-time founders Solo entrepreneurs Digital creators Side hustlers Grant seekers & startup
competitors
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
2002
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Business 2.0 , 2002
  fedex small business grant contest winners: Backpacker , 2007-09 Backpacker brings the
outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy
nature more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing
design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other
outdoor-industry awards are measured.
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