
downtown boston business improvement
district
downtown boston business improvement district is a critical component of the city’s economic
landscape, designed to enhance the vitality and appeal of downtown Boston. Established to promote
business growth and improve the urban environment, the district plays a vital role in supporting
local businesses and enhancing the overall experience for residents and visitors alike. This article
will delve into the structure and functions of the Downtown Boston Business Improvement District
(BID), its impact on the community, initiatives it has undertaken, and how it contributes to the
broader economic development of the area. We will also explore the services provided by the BID,
the challenges it faces, and its future outlook.
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Overview of the Downtown Boston Business
Improvement District

The Downtown Boston Business Improvement District (BID) is a designated area in which property
owners agree to pay an additional tax to fund projects that enhance the urban environment. This
initiative aims to create a cleaner, safer, and more attractive downtown area that encourages
business development and tourism. The BID encompasses several neighborhoods, including the
historic Financial District, the vibrant Government Center, and the bustling Downtown Crossing.

The BID is governed by a board of directors made up of local stakeholders, including business
owners, residents, and city officials. Its primary goal is to foster economic growth and enhance the
quality of life in downtown Boston. The BID achieves this by implementing various programs and
services that address the needs of the community and support local businesses.



History and Formation of the BID

The concept of Business Improvement Districts originated in the 1970s in Canada and quickly
spread to the United States. The Downtown Boston BID was officially established in 2015, following
a successful campaign to gather support from local businesses and property owners. The BID’s
formation was a response to the need for a coordinated effort to revitalize downtown Boston,
particularly in light of increasing competition from other urban centers.

Since its inception, the BID has played a pivotal role in transforming downtown Boston into a vibrant
destination for commerce and leisure. The establishment of the BID was driven by several factors,
including:

The need for enhanced public safety measures.

The desire to improve the cleanliness and aesthetics of the area.

The goal of attracting more visitors and residents to downtown Boston.

Encouraging collaboration among local businesses to foster economic growth.

Key Services Offered by the BID

The Downtown Boston BID offers a variety of services aimed at improving the urban environment
and supporting local businesses. These services include:

Clean and Safe Initiatives: The BID employs a team of ambassadors who patrol the area,
providing assistance, cleaning services, and addressing safety concerns.

Marketing and Promotion: The BID actively promotes downtown businesses through various
marketing campaigns, events, and partnerships to attract visitors.

Public Space Enhancements: Investments in public spaces, such as parks and plazas, are
made to create inviting areas for relaxation and community gatherings.

Advocacy: The BID advocates for policies and initiatives that benefit the downtown area and
its stakeholders, working closely with city officials.

These services not only enhance the experience for visitors but also contribute to the overall
economic vitality of downtown Boston.



Impact on Local Businesses and Community

The establishment of the Downtown Boston BID has had a significant positive impact on local
businesses and the community. By focusing on cleanliness, safety, and marketing, the BID has
created an environment conducive to business growth and customer satisfaction.

Many local businesses report increased foot traffic and sales due to the enhanced appeal of the
downtown area. The BID’s marketing efforts have successfully drawn visitors to shops, restaurants,
and cultural attractions, fostering a vibrant local economy.

Additionally, the BID has organized various community events and programs that engage residents
and promote local culture. These initiatives not only strengthen community ties but also encourage a
sense of pride in the downtown area.

Current Challenges Facing the BID

Despite its successes, the Downtown Boston BID faces several challenges that could impact its
effectiveness. Some of these challenges include:

Funding Constraints: While the BID collects additional taxes from property owners, the
income may not always meet the growing demands for services and improvements.

Economic Fluctuations: Changes in the economy, such as recessions or shifts in consumer
behavior, can impact local businesses and, by extension, the BID’s revenue.

Competition from Other Areas: Other neighborhoods and cities are also vying for business
and tourism, which necessitates ongoing innovation and improvement.

Public Safety Concerns: Issues related to crime or homelessness can adversely affect
perceptions of safety in the area, impacting visitor numbers and business operations.

The BID must navigate these challenges while continuing to support the businesses and community
it serves.

Future Initiatives and Goals

Looking ahead, the Downtown Boston BID has several initiatives and goals aimed at sustaining its
growth and enhancing the downtown experience. Key future initiatives include:

Expanding Public Space Improvements: Plans to enhance parks, walkways, and outdoor
dining areas to create more inviting public spaces.



Increasing Community Engagement: Developing programs that encourage community
participation and collaboration among local stakeholders.

Implementing Sustainability Practices: Focusing on environmentally friendly practices and
initiatives that promote sustainability in the downtown area.

Leveraging Technology: Utilizing technology to improve services and communication with
residents and businesses, such as mobile apps for reporting issues.

These initiatives aim to build on the BID’s successes while addressing the challenges it faces,
ensuring that downtown Boston remains a thriving hub for commerce and community.

In summary, the Downtown Boston Business Improvement District plays an essential role in
enhancing the urban landscape, supporting local businesses, and improving the quality of life for
residents and visitors alike. With its various services, initiatives, and community focus, the BID is
well-positioned to continue its positive impact on downtown Boston for years to come.

Q: What is the Downtown Boston Business Improvement
District?
A: The Downtown Boston Business Improvement District is a designated area where property
owners pay an additional tax to fund projects that enhance the urban environment, focusing on
cleanliness, safety, and marketing to support local businesses.

Q: When was the Downtown Boston BID established?
A: The Downtown Boston Business Improvement District was officially established in 2015, following
a successful campaign to gather support from local businesses and property owners.

Q: What services does the Downtown Boston BID provide?
A: The BID provides several services, including clean and safe initiatives, marketing and promotion
for local businesses, public space enhancements, and advocacy for policies that benefit the
downtown area.

Q: How has the BID impacted local businesses?
A: The BID has positively impacted local businesses by increasing foot traffic, boosting sales, and
enhancing the overall appeal of the downtown area through various marketing efforts and
community events.

Q: What challenges does the Downtown Boston BID face?
A: The BID faces challenges such as funding constraints, economic fluctuations, competition from



other areas, and public safety concerns, all of which can impact its effectiveness.

Q: What are the future goals of the Downtown Boston BID?
A: Future goals include expanding public space improvements, increasing community engagement,
implementing sustainability practices, and leveraging technology to enhance services and
communication.

Q: Who governs the Downtown Boston BID?
A: The BID is governed by a board of directors made up of local stakeholders, including business
owners, residents, and city officials, who guide its initiatives and operations.

Q: How does the BID enhance public safety?
A: The BID enhances public safety through initiatives that include employing ambassadors to patrol
the area, addressing safety concerns, and working closely with local law enforcement.

Q: Can residents participate in BID initiatives?
A: Yes, residents are encouraged to participate in BID initiatives and programs, fostering community
engagement and collaboration among local stakeholders.

Q: How does the BID plan to promote sustainability?
A: The BID plans to promote sustainability by focusing on environmentally friendly practices,
enhancing green public spaces, and encouraging local businesses to adopt sustainable practices.
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Improvement Districts: Research, Theories, and Controversies brings together renowned leaders in
the field to compile the highest-quality theoretical, legal, and empirical studies into one
comprehensive volume. Investigating fundamental concerns at the core of the debate, as well as
potential solutions, this groundbreaking resource: Tackles the need for improved problem solving
and efficiency in service delivery Examines new and innovative policy tools for both the public and
private sectors Evaluates whether BIDs do ignore the needs and voices of residential property
owners Discusses the challenge created by social segregation in cities Addresses lack of
accountability by BIDs to the public and elected representatives From different perspectives, leading
practitioners and academics analyze the pros and cons of BIDs both in the United States and around
the world. They look at their impact on urban planning and retail revitalization, consider their legal
implications, and explore ways to measure BID performance. Filled with case studies of urban
centers including San Diego, Atlanta, New York, Toronto, and Capetown, and state models such as
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, this examination bring together essential information for researchers
as well as those leaders and policy makers looking to adopt a BID model or improve one already in
place.
  downtown boston business improvement district: 2016 State of Downtown DowntownDC
Business Improvement District, The 2016 State of Downtown report is the definitive analysis of
DowntownDC's economy as it compares to the city, region and national economies.
  downtown boston business improvement district: A History of Boston Daniel Dain,
2024-09-19 “Dain’s A History of Boston helps the reader understand how land-use and environment
contribute to shaping a community. Dain’s Boston is the go-to book.” - R.J. Lyman Boston is today
one of the world’s greatest cities, first in higher education, hospitals, life science companies, and
sports teams. It was the home of the Great Puritan Migration, the American Revolution, the
Industrial Revolution, the first civil rights movement, the abolition movement, and the women’s
rights movement. But the city that gave us the first use of ether as anesthesia, the telephone,
technicolor film, and the mutual fund—the city where Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott
founded their world-changing partnership—was also the hub of the anti-immigration movement, the
divisive busing era, and decades of self-inflicted decay. Boston has the most important history of any
American city. Yet its history has never been given a comprehensive treatment until now. Join Dan
Dain as he acts as your tour guide from the arrival of First Peoples up to the election of Boston’s first
woman and person of color as mayor. Dain’s masterful work explores the policies and practices that
took Boston from its highest heights to its lowest lows and back again, and examines the central role
that density, diversity, and good urban design play in the success of cities like Boston.
  downtown boston business improvement district: City Bound Gerald E. Frug, David J.
Barron, 2013-07-02 Many major American cities are defying the conventional wisdom that suburbs
are the communities of the future. But as these urban centers prosper, they increasingly confront
significant constraints. In City Bound, Gerald E. Frug and David J. Barron address these limits in a
new way. Based on a study of the differing legal structures of Boston, New York, Atlanta, Chicago,
Denver, San Francisco, and Seattle, City Bound explores how state law determines what cities can
and cannot do to raise revenue, control land use, and improve city schools. Frug and Barron show
that state law can make it much easier for cities to pursue a global-city or a tourist-city agenda than
to respond to the needs of middle-class residents or to pursue regional alliances. But they also
explain that state law is often so outdated, and so rooted in an unjustified distrust of local decision
making, that the legal process makes it hard for successful cities to develop and implement any
coherent vision of their future. Their book calls not for local autonomy but for a new structure of
state-local relations that would enable cities to take the lead in charting the future course of urban
development. It should be of interest to everyone who cares about the future of American cities,
whether political scientists, planners, architects, lawyers, or simply citizens.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Business Improvement Districts and
the Shape of American Cities Jerry Mitchell, 2009-01-01 Examines the impact of business
improvement districts on the quality of contemporary civic life.



  downtown boston business improvement district: The Heart of the City Alexander Garvin,
2019-05-07 Downtowns are more than economic engines: they are repositories of knowledge and
culture and generators of new ideas, technology, and ventures. They are the heart of the city that
drives its future. If we are to have healthy downtowns, we need to understand what downtown is all
about; how and why some American downtowns never stopped thriving (such as San Jose and
Houston), some have been in decline for half a century (including Detroit and St. Louis), and still
others are resurging after temporary decline (many, including Lower Manhattan and Los Angeles).
The downtowns that are prospering are those that more easily adapt to changing needs and
lifestyles. In The Heart of the City, distinguished urban planner Alexander Garvin shares lessons on
how to plan for a mix of housing, businesses, and attractions; enhance the public realm; improve
mobility; and successfully manage downtown services. Garvin opens the book with diagnoses of
downtowns across the United States, including the people, businesses, institutions, and public
agencies implementing changes. In a review of prescriptions and treatments for any downtown,
Garvin shares brief accounts—of both successes and failures—of what individuals with very different
objectives have done to change their downtowns. The final chapters look at what is possible for
downtowns in the future, closing with suggested national, state, and local legislation to create
standard downtown business improvement districts to better manage downtowns. This book will
help public officials, civic organizations, downtown business property owners, and people who care
about cities learn from successful recent actions in downtowns across the country, and expand
opportunities facing their downtown. Garvin provides recommendations for continuing actions to
help any downtown thrive, ensuring a prosperous and thrilling future for the 21st-century American
city.
  downtown boston business improvement district: The Fractured Metropolis Jonathan
Barnett, 2018-02-19 This book provides a thorough analysis of cities and the entire metropolitan
region, considering how both are intrinsically linked and influence one other, targeted at architects,
students, urban designers and planners, landscape architects, and city and regional officials.
  downtown boston business improvement district: The Right Place Arturo Bris, 2021-07-28
The Right Place explains why firms succeed in one country and fail in another, irrespective of their
inner drivers, and suggests potential initiatives that governments can take to help the private sector
create jobs and, consequently, make their countries more prosperous. The competitiveness race is
not unlike a cycling race. If you want to ride fast, you need three things: a good bike, to be in good
shape, and a smooth and fast road. In a collaborative model, you might say the business is the
bicycle, the business leader is the cyclist, and the road is the government and the external
environment. The responsibility of a government is to design and build the best possible road. It
turns out that when the road is good, good cyclists suddenly appear and want to race on it. In this
book, competition and macroeconomics expert, Arturo Bris, provides the analysis of country
competitive performance based on 30 years advising countries on this topic. The typical mistakes
that countries make are revealed and the pillars necessary in building a competitive economy:
economic performance as a necessary condition for prosperity; government efficiency, so the public
sector can create the conditions for a productive economy; business efficiency, so companies can
create jobs; and infrastructure, both tangible and intangible, so businesses and individuals can
operate efficiently. With contemporary case studies throughout, the book provides an illuminating
read for politicians, business leaders and students of macroeconomics.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Codify Bradley Cantrell, Adam Mekies,
2018-05-01 Codify: Parametric and Computational Design in Landscape Architecture provides a
series of essays that explore what it means to use, modify and create computational tools in a
contemporary design environment. Landscape architecture has a long history of innovation in the
areas of computation and media, particularly in how the discipline represents, analyses, and
constructs complex systems. This curated volume spans academic and professional projects to form
a snapshot of digital practices that aim to show how computation is a tool that goes beyond methods
of representation and media. The book is organized in four sections; syntax, perception, employ, and



prospective. The essays are written by leading academics and professionals and the sections
examine the role of computational tools in landscape architecture through case studies, historical
accounts, theoretical arguments, and nascent propositions.
  downtown boston business improvement district: New Ways of Doing Business Mark A.
Abramson, Ann M. Kieffaber, 2003-08-04 In their introduction, the editors of New Ways of Doing
Business assert that in retrospect, it will be apparent that today's government, that of the early
years of the 21st century, 'was undergoing its most significant transformation since the decade of
the 1930's when direct government-delivered services grew significantly as part of the New Deal.'
This newest volume in the IBM Endowment for the Business of Government series is an invaluable
guide to navigating the sometimes controversial changes taking place in the internal operations of
government, the delivery of services to citizens, and the delivery of environmental programs.
Possibly the most monumental change taking place in our modern government is the lessening
allegiance to the old model of in-house, in-departmental performance of tasks. The new model asks
'how and by whom can the tasks of government best be performed?' The answer sometimes lies with
another inter-governmental department, leading to an in-house atmosphere of healthy competition
and entrepreneurship, and sometimes with outside contractors. New Ways of Doing Business
provides descriptions and guidelines for successfully navigating management under the new model.
There are also dramatic new ways in which services to the public can now be delivered: via the
Internet, via contracts with private organizations, and via faith-based initiatives and business
improvement districts. Experts provide valuable checklists and guidelines and case studies exploring
the merits and disadvantages of these new service delivery routes. Finally, New Ways of Doing
Business explores what the editors call one of the most highly experimental policy arenas in
government, that of the delivery of environmental programs. The authors of these articles explain
via case study analysis many of the innovative programs currently in existence, and postulate that
the traditional 'command-and-control' stance of government to businesses will be superceded by a
flexibility that will allow for increased 'eco-efficiency' and attention to market-based regulatory tools.
  downtown boston business improvement district: 2015 State of Downtown DowntownDC
Business Improvement District, The State of Downtown report offers a comprehensive analysis of the
Downtown economy in order to better inform decisions for many key Downtown stakeholders:
DowntownDC BID members (the General Services Administration, private property owners and
tenants), investors, developers, retailers, brokers, theaters, museums, non-GSA federal government
officials, elected D.C. government officials and staff, and many more.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Business Improvement Districts in the
United States Abraham Unger, 2016-11-12 This book examines how privatization has transformed
cities, particularly through the role of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in the revitalization of
America’s downtown. These public-private partnerships between property owners and municipal
government have developed retail strips across the United States into lifestyle and commercial hubs.
BIDs are non-profit community organizations with the public power to tax and spend on services in
their districts, but they are unelected bodies often operating in the shadows of local government.
They work as agents of economic development, but are they democratic? What can we learn from
BIDs about the accountability of public-private partnerships, and how they impact our lives as
citizens? Unger explores these questions of local democracy and urban political economy in this age
of rampant privatization and the reinvention of neighborhoods.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Hyperlocal Jennifer S. Vey, Nate Storring,
2022-10-25 An examination of how the (hyper)local is the locus of real change Many of America’s
downtowns, waterfronts, and innovation districts have experienced significant revitalization and
reinvestment in recent years, but concentrated poverty and racial segregation remain persistent
across thousands of urban, suburban, and rural neighborhoods. The coronavirus pandemic
magnified this sustained and growing landscape of inequality. Uneven patterns of economic growth
and investment require a shift in how communities are governed and managed. This shift must take
into account the changing socioeconomic realities of regions and the pressing need to bring



inclusive economic growth and prosperity to more people and places. In this context, place-based
(“hyperlocal”) governance structures in the United States and around the globe have been both part
of the problem and part of the solution. These organizations range from community land trusts to
business improvement districts to neighborhood councils. However, very little systematic research
has documented the full diversity and evolution of these organizations as part of one interrelated
field. Hyperlocal helps fill that gap by describing the challenges and opportunities of “place
governance.” The chapters in Hyperlocal explore both the tensions and benefits associated with
governing places in an increasingly fragmented—and inequitable—economic landscape. Together
they explore the potential of place governance to give stakeholders a structure through which to
share ideas, voice concerns, advocate for investments, and co-design strategies with others both
inside and outside their place. They also discuss how place governance can serve the interests of
some stakeholders over others, in turn exacerbating wealth-based inequities within and across
communities. Finally, they highlight innovative financing, organizing, and ownership models for
creating and sustaining more effective and inclusive place governance structures. The authors hope
to provoke new thinking among place governance practitioners, policymakers, private sector
leaders, urban planners, scholars, students, and philanthropists about how, why, and for whom place
governance matters. The book also provides guidance on how to improve place governance practice
to benefit more people and places.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Business Improvement Districts Lawrence
O. Houstoun, Paul R. Levy, 2003 Learn how BIDs work, how they have evolved, and why they have
been succesful at increasing property values and improving economic conditions, both downtown
and in suburban business districts--Book jacket.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Economic Development Finance Karl F
Seidman, 2005 Incredible. What a major contribution, just to pull together the diverse array of
information out there about development finance into one volume. I consider this book an ′education′
for the lay reader, and a fabulous resource for the practitioner of development finance. -Dr. Rhonda
Phillips, AICP, CED, University of FloridaThis is the most comprehensive and best-written economic
development text in the market. This would be a good text for a graduate level course and would
work well with a one-semester teaching plan. . . The main strength of the book is the author′s ability
to summarize concepts, programs, and institutions and then draw from them issues, lessons, and
challenges. -John S. Strong, School of Business, College of William and Mary Economic Development
Finance is a comprehensive and in-depth presentation of private, public, and community financial
institutions, policies and methods for financing local and regional economic development projects.
The treatment of policies and program models emphasizes their applications and impact, key design
and management issues, and best practices. A separate section addresses critical management
issues for development finance programs: program and product design, the lending and investment
process, and capital management. Case studies are included throughout the book to help readers
develop their skills and apply policies and tools to real practice issues. A glossary of finance terms is
also included.Economic Development Finance provides a foundation for students and professionals
in the technical aspects of business and real estate finance and surveys the full range of policies,
program models, and financing tools used in economic development practice within the United
States. Learn more economic development strategies on Karl F. Seidman′s Web site at
www.kfsconsulting.com
  downtown boston business improvement district: Building the 21st Century City through
Public-Private Partnerships Stephen Buckman, 2023-10-05 Building the 21st Century City through
Public-Private Partnerships introduces students and early-career professionals to the fundamentals
of this unique form of cross-sector collaboration. From understanding the responsibilities of
government and industry partners to stewardship of taxpayer dollars, this introductory guide
empowers developers and local officials to deliver successful commercial, leisure, and industrial
projects neither could undertake on their own. Chapters on securing financing and navigating
permitting processes demystify the steps to creating profitable developments, while case studies



from around the United States provide invaluable local context. A glossary of public–private
partnership terminology offers the reader an insider’s grasp of the language of government and
industry partnerships. Equips developers and local officials with the foundations for successful
collaboration Provides a template for building effective public–private partnerships in every area of
real estate development Includes field-tested insights from case studies of diverse public–private
partnership examples Ideal reading for courses in public administration, city planning, real estate,
not-for-profit studies, public service, and more Helmed by a practitioner turned academic, Building
the 21st Century City through Public–Private Partnerships serves as a masterclass with veteran
developers, planners, municipal officials, and scholars.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Orizzonti dell’America urbana. Scenari
politiche progetti Anna Laura Palazzo, 2022-07-28 Negli Stati Uniti, l’aspirazione alla casa, oggetto
di desiderio e di scambio simbolico e traguardo di mobilità sociale, si è prestata a una narrazione
collettiva bypartisan alimentata per quasi un secolo dalle politiche federali in sostegno allo
affordable housing e a programmi di sviluppo locale con l’apporto di reti multiattoriali pubbliche e
del privato economico e sociale. A partire dagli anni sessanta, il Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) ha progressivamente registrato un mutamento di prospettiva: rispetto alle
attività di urban renewal di ambiti investiti da imponenti fenomeni di declino, abbandono, degrado e
criminalità, le iniziative sono transitate verso forme di rivitalizzazione e rigenerazione con
prospettive people-oriented. L’impegno di lungo periodo di città come Boston e San Diego consente
di approfondire il volto del partenariato economico e di quello sociale all’interno di strumenti di
pianificazione e di governance. Qui, termini come empowerment, inclusiveness, capacity building,
sono espressivi del lavoro sulle comunità e con le comunità nella triangolazione tra politiche della
casa, misure per l’occupazione e forme di sostegno all’impresa. Più in profondità, queste nozioni
rivelano una cifra antropologica del popolo americano che plasma le proprie rivendicazioni
nell’orizzonte delle libertà piuttosto che in quello dei diritti. DOI: 10.13134/979-12-5977-091-2
  downtown boston business improvement district: Real Estate Law Peter E. Smirniotopoulos,
2016-11-18 Unlike existing textbooks written for law students on specific subjects impacting real
estate transactions, Real Estate Law: Fundamentals for The Development Process uses The
Development Process as a framework for understanding how the U.S. legal system regulates,
facilitates, and generally impacts real estate transactions and their outcomes. This book not only
addresses the nature of specific legal issues directly relating to real estate transactions but also how
those issues may best be identified and addressed in advance. This book breaks down the myriad of
laws influencing the selection, acquisition, development, financing, ownership, and management of
real estate, and presents them in context. Readers of Real Estate Law will gain a practical
understanding, from the perspective of a real property developer or real estate executive, investor,
or lender, of: how to identify potential legal issues before they arise; when to involve a real estate
attorney; how to select an attorney with the appropriate, relevant experience; and how to efficiently
and economically engage and manage legal counsel in addressing real estate issues. Written as a
graduate-level text book, Real Estate Law comes with numerous useful features including a glossary
of terms, chapter summaries, discussion questions, further reading, and a companion website with
instructor resources. It is a resource of great value to real estate and finance professionals, both
with and without law degrees, engaged in one aspect or another of real estate development and
finance, who want to become more conversant in the legal issues impacting these transactions.
  downtown boston business improvement district: L'Enfant's Legacy Michael Bednar,
2006-05-31 Outstanding Academic Title for 2007, Choice Magazine Many American democratic
ideals are embodied in the public spaces of its cities, especially in Washington, D.C. In L'Enfant's
Legacy architect and scholar Michael Bednar explores the public spaces of the nation's capital,
examining the context of the surrounding architecture and the roles of the spaces in the changing
functional life of the city. Bednar examines the ways in which L'Enfant's innovative plan of 1791,
along with later developments, symbolizes and encourages democratic freedoms and traditions. In
the spaces of Capitol Square, citizens expect to encounter their government directly in a dignified



setting, a symbolic public forum. On the White House grounds they expect to meet the president
where he works and lives. At the National Mall—America's front lawn—citizens exercise their rights
of assembly and free speech, as well as play football, eat lunch, and socialize. From historic Lincoln
Square, Dupont Circle, and Judiciary Square to the newly developed Freedom Plaza, Pershing Park,
and Market Square, Bednar's thoughtful study provides a fresh perspective on the role of public
space in the expression of democratic ideals.
  downtown boston business improvement district: Race, Class, and Politics in the
Cappuccino City Derek S. Hyra, 2017-04-17 For long-time residents of Washington, DC’s Shaw/U
Street, the neighborhood has become almost unrecognizable in recent years. Where the city’s most
infamous open-air drug market once stood, a farmers’ market now sells grass-fed beef and
homemade duck egg ravioli. On the corner where AM.PM carryout used to dish out soul food, a new
establishment markets its $28 foie gras burger. Shaw is experiencing a dramatic transformation,
from “ghetto” to “gilded ghetto,” where white newcomers are rehabbing homes, developing dog
parks, and paving the way for a third wave coffee shop on nearly every block. Race, Class, and
Politics in the Cappuccino City is an in-depth ethnography of this gilded ghetto. Derek S. Hyra
captures here a quickly gentrifying space in which long-time black residents are joined, and
variously displaced, by an influx of young, white, relatively wealthy, and/or gay professionals who, in
part as a result of global economic forces and the recent development of central business districts,
have returned to the cities earlier generations fled decades ago. As a result, America is witnessing
the emergence of what Hyra calls “cappuccino cities.” A cappuccino has essentially the same
ingredients as a cup of coffee with milk, but is considered upscale, and is double the price. In Hyra’s
cappuccino city, the black inner-city neighborhood undergoes enormous transformations and
becomes racially “lighter” and more expensive by the year.
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