cost of website for small business

cost of website for small business is a crucial consideration for any
entrepreneur looking to establish an online presence. In today's digital age,
having a website is not just an option; it is a necessity for small
businesses to thrive and compete effectively. However, the costs associated
with building and maintaining a website can vary significantly based on
several factors, including design, functionality, and ongoing upkeep. This
article will explore the various components that influence the cost of a
website for small businesses, including initial setup costs, ongoing
maintenance, and potential hidden fees. Additionally, we will provide
insights into different types of websites and their respective pricing
models, ensuring that businesses can make informed decisions.
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Understanding the Basics of Website Costs

When evaluating the cost of website for small business, it is essential to
understand what these costs encompass. The primary expenses associated with a
website include domain registration, hosting services, design and
development, and ongoing maintenance. Each of these components plays a
critical role in the overall performance and functionality of the website.

The domain name is your website's address on the internet, usually costing
between $10 to $50 per year, depending on the registrar and the domain
extension you choose. Hosting services are necessary to store your website
files and make them accessible online, with prices typically ranging from $5
to $300 per month based on the hosting type and service level required.

Website design and development can vary widely, from DIY options using



website builders to hiring professional developers. This can lead to costs
anywhere from $100 for a basic DIY site to over $10,000 for a fully
customized website. Understanding these basics can help small business owners
prepare for the financial commitment involved in establishing an online
presence.

Factors Influencing Website Costs

Several factors can significantly influence the overall cost of a website for
small businesses. Key considerations include the complexity of the design,
the functionality required, and the level of customization needed. Each of
these elements can either increase or decrease the cost.

Design Complexity

The design complexity involves how visually appealing and user-friendly a
website is. A simple, template-based website will cost less than a custom-
designed site. Custom designs often require more time and expertise, leading
to higher costs.

Functionality Requirements

Functionality refers to the features and capabilities of the website. For
example, e-commerce capabilities, membership areas, or booking systems will
necessitate additional development work. The more advanced the
functionalities, the higher the cost.

Customization Level

Customization can significantly affect the pricing. Off-the-shelf solutions
are generally less expensive, while tailored websites designed to meet
specific business needs can lead to increased costs. This includes not only
the initial design but also ongoing adjustments and updates.

Types of Websites and Their Costs

Understanding the different types of websites can help small businesses
determine what best suits their needs and budget. Here are some common types
of websites and their associated costs:



e Basic Informational Websites: Typically range from $100 to $1,500,
depending on design and content.

e E-commerce Websites: Can range from $1,000 to $10,000+, depending on the
number of products and features.

e Portfolio Websites: Usually cost between $500 and $3,000, based on
design complexity and number of projects showcased.

* Blog Websites: Generally range from $100 to $2,000, depending on
customization and design.

Each type of website serves different purposes and comes with its own set of
requirements, impacting the overall cost. Small business owners should
evaluate their objectives when choosing the type of website to build.

Budgeting for Your Website

Creating a budget for your website is essential for managing costs
effectively. Start by determining your goals for the website and the features
you need. This will help you estimate the initial setup costs and ongoing
expenses. Here are some steps to consider when budgeting:

e Define Your Goals: Understand what you want your website to achieve,
whether it's sales, leads, or brand awareness.

e Research Costs: Investigate various quotes from web designers and
developers to find a suitable range.

e Consider All Expenses: Factor in domain registration, hosting, design,
and maintenance fees in your budget.

e Plan for Future Growth: Allocate funds for future updates or expansions
as your business grows.

By following these budgeting steps, small business owners can ensure they
have a clear financial plan and avoid unexpected expenses.



Ongoing Costs and Maintenance

After the initial launch of a website, ongoing costs and maintenance are
critical to ensure the website remains functional and secure. These costs can
include hosting fees, domain renewals, content updates, and technical
support.

Hosting Fees

Hosting fees can fluctuate based on the provider and the chosen plan,
typically ranging from $5 to $300 per month. It's vital to select a reliable
hosting service to ensure your website remains accessible to users.

Content Updates

Regularly updating content is essential for SEO and user engagement. Small
businesses may need to budget for content creation and updates, which can
cost between $50 to $500 per month, depending on frequency and quality.

Technical Support

Having access to technical support can save businesses time and prevent
potential issues. Depending on the level of support required, this can cost
anywhere from $30 to $150 per hour.

Conclusion

The cost of website for small business can vary widely based on multiple
factors such as design complexity, functionality, and ongoing maintenance
needs. Understanding these elements allows small business owners to make
informed decisions that align with their budget and business goals. By
thoroughly researching and planning, businesses can create an effective
online presence that enhances their market competitiveness and drives growth.

Q: What is the average cost of a website for a small
business?

A: The average cost of a website for a small business typically ranges from
$1,000 to $10,000, depending on the complexity, features, and whether a



professional designer is involved.

Q: Are there cheaper options for building a website?

A: Yes, small businesses can use website builders like Wix or Squarespace,
which can cost as little as $12 per month for basic plans, although these may
have limitations compared to custom-designed websites.

Q: What are hidden costs associated with a website?

A: Hidden costs can include fees for premium plugins, SSL certificates,
website maintenance, and additional features that may not be included in
initial quotes.

Q: How often should a website be updated?

A: It is recommended to update a website regularly, at least every few
months, to ensure content is fresh, maintain SEO rankings, and enhance user
experience.

Q: Can I build a website myself to save costs?

A: Yes, many small business owners choose to build their websites using
platforms like WordPress or website builders, which can significantly reduce
costs, although it may require a learning curve.

Q: What is the cost of ongoing website maintenance?

A: Ongoing website maintenance can cost between $50 to $500 per month,
depending on the level of support and the frequency of updates required.

Q: Do I need a business email with my website?

A: While not mandatory, having a business email that matches your domain
enhances professionalism and credibility, which is beneficial for
communication with clients.

Q: What factors affect the cost of e-commerce
websites?

A: The cost of e-commerce websites is influenced by the number of products,
payment gateway integration, custom features, and overall design and



development complexity.

Q: Is SEO included in the initial website cost?

A: SEOQ services are often separate from the initial website cost, but many
web developers offer basic SEO setup as part of their package. Ongoing SEO
efforts typically require additional investment.

Q: How can I reduce website costs?

A: To reduce costs, consider using website builders, limiting the number of
custom features, and managing content updates in-house instead of hiring out.
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marketplace. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2022: Your Complete Guide to a Better Bottom Line
helps owners save as much as possible on taxes. If you own a small business, this comprehensive
guide provides a pathway to quickly determine your tax liability and what kind of tax relief is
available to you, down to the nitty gritty—even going so far as to show where to claim deductions on
the IRS forms. Barbara Weltman brings her expertise to this topic, as a nationally recognized
specialist in taxation for small businesses. Filled with tax facts and planning strategies, this
guidebook is the ideal tool to help small business owners make business decisions on a
tax-advantaged basis. Small Business Taxes 2022 also provides readers with: A complete listing of
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American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA) A heads up
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everything any Australian or New Zealand small business needs to know, including vital topics such
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plan Develop a marketing strategy — find your unique selling point, build your brand and set sales
goals Understand the importance of customer service — deliver beyond expectations, listen to
customers and transform complaints into sales Ramp up your management skills — understand your
legal obligations as an employer, recruit the best employees and build a great team Succeed online
— develop a website, secure high rankings on the search engines and build online sales Keep your
business profitable — understand Profit & Loss reports, manage profit margins and set budgets

cost of website for small business: Effective Web Presence Solutions for Small Businesses:
Strategies for Successful Implementation Burgess, Stephen, Sellitto, Carmine, Karanasios, Stan,
2009-02-28 This book provides small businesses with a holistic approach to implementing their Web
presence--Provided by publisher.

cost of website for small business: How to... Marketing for Small Business Nicolae Sfetcu,
2014-07-08 With the exponential growth of the popularity of the Web - the primary instrument using
the Internet - an increasingly profitable activity began to be used by a growing number of
companies: electronic advertising and marketing, instruments that offer tremendous opportunities at
minimal cost . With more than billion of users worldwide and a big growth rate in the number of
users per month, marketing on the Internet is much easier than the traditional methods. Taking into
account that a typical marketing campaign causes a response rate of at least 2%, theoretically gives
a huge number of answers on the Internet. What do you expect from Internet Marketing? If you have
the patience to deepen understanding of your products and services, and you will design and
implement a detailed and valid marketing plan, you can relatively easily to achieve any goal you
propose. Perhaps this will not bring immediate material gain, but you will easily notice that you have
already created a reputation among clients and competitors, and have been known your offers, at a
price much lower than the classic approaches. In short: you have to give valuable information in an
attractive framework... change its content as often as possible ... spread them using the many
resources offered by the Internet ... and use them in such a way as to facilitate client activity... being
sure that you are on your way to SUCCESS!

cost of website for small business: E-business, E-government & Small and Medium-size
Enterprises Brian J. Corbitt, Nabeel A. Y. Al-Qirim, 2004-01-01 This work highlights successful
policy and practices which encourage the success of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
numerous different countries. It offers insights into addressing the significant issues that are of
importance to the small business sector.

cost of website for small business: The Small Business Success Guide Margie Sheedy,
2011-09-19 Whether you're a budding entrepreneur or you already own a small business, The Small
Business Success Guide will help you fast-track your business on the ride from good to great. The
Small Business Success Guide is brimming with practical ideas and proven strategies to make your
small business a winner. Including inspiration and guidance from some of Australia's leading small
business experts, this handy resource has the answers to turn your dream into a profitable reality.
Inside, you'll discover how to: get your business foundations right manage your people power pump
up sales and marketing volumes use the web effectively take the hard work out of accounting nut out
the legals and logistics.

cost of website for small business: ].K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2024 Barbara Weltman,
2023-11-22 Expert small business tax guidance from America’s favorite expert In the newly revised
J.K. Lasser’s Small Business Taxes 2024: Your Complete Guide to a Better Bottom Line, renowned
small business attorney and tax expert Barbara Weltman delivers the latest and most up-to-date
edition of America’s most trusted small business tax guide. In the book, you'll explore exactly how to
minimize your 2023 business tax bill and position your business for 2024 tax savings with
straightforward and comprehensive guidance that walks you through which deductions and credits
to look out for and how to claim them. You’ll discover what kinds of tax relief and green energy tax
breaks are legally available to your small business and how to access them, complete with specific
instructions on how to properly fill out IRS tax forms, what records to keep in case the IRS has
questions, and applicable dollar limits. You’ll also find: Tax facts, strategies, checklists, and the




latest information you need to ensure you pay what you legally owe - and not a penny more Sample
IRS forms that demonstrate how to properly claim the deductions and credits that apply to your
small business New tax laws and the latest court decisions and IRS rulings that impact your
bottom-line A complimentary new e-supplement containing the latest developments from the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and Congress A must-read roadmap to properly completing this
year’s business taxes, J.K. Lasser’s Small Business Taxes 2024 is your comprehensive and up-to-date
guide to legally minimizing your tax bill while making sure Uncle Sam gets what he’s owed.

cost of website for small business: ].K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2025 Barbara Weltman,
2024-12-03 Straightforward small business tax guidance from America's favorite expert In the newly
revised J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2025: Your Complete Guide to a Better Bottom Line,
veteran small business attorney and tax expert Barbara Weltman delivers small business tax
planning info based on the latest tax law updates. You'll discover the exact steps you need to take to
minimize your 2024 tax bill and position your business for tax savings in the year ahead. The book
contains comprehensive and straightforward guidance that walks you through which deductions and
credits to look out for and how to use them. Weltman shows you the tax relief and newly created
green energy tax breaks legally available to your small business—as well as how to claim them on
your IRS forms—and what records and receipts you'll need to keep. You'll also find: Tax facts,
strategies, checklists, and the latest info you need to make sure you pay Uncle Sam what he's
owed—and not a penny more Sample IRS forms that show you how to properly claim applicable
deductions and credits New tax laws, court decisions, and IRS rulings that impact your bottom-line A
complimentary new e-supplement that contains the latest developments from the IRS and Congress
An essential resource for small business owners, ]J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2025 is your
personal roadmap to shrinking your tax bill while making sure you pay your fair (and legal) share.

cost of website for small business: The Ultimate Guide to Digitalising Your Small
Business Dav Lippasaar, 2022-12-04 Are you a small business owner looking to bring your business
into the digital age? If so, you have come to the right place! This guide will discuss everything you
need to know about digitalising your small business. We will cover website design, online marketing,
social media, and more! We will also provide tips and advice on how to make the switch to digital.
So, if you are ready to take your business to the next level, this guide is for you!

cost of website for small business: ]J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2015 Barbara
Weltman, 2014-10-02 Eliminate confusion, maximize deductions, reduce payments, and conquer
your small business taxes with ease In J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2015, the most trusted
name in tax guidance helps small business owners maximize their bottom line. Fully updated for
2014 tax returns and 2015 tax planning, this detailed guide provides concise, plain-English
explanations of tax laws tailored to business owners who are experts in their field—not in taxes. A
complete listing of available business expense deductions includes comprehensive information on
dollar limits and record-keeping requirements, allowing business owners to quickly recognize the
deductions for which they qualify and make tax-savvy business decisions year round. Sample forms
and checklists allow you to organize your preparation, and clear instruction on tax form navigation
helps you get it right the first time. Small business owners have a full plate. Indeed, just keeping the
business going is a more than full-time job. But when tax time rolls around, you still need to
file—correctly, on time, and without making errors or leaving money on the table. Small Business
Taxes 2015 simplifies the process, breaking down tax laws and the filing process. You'll get expert
insight on every step of the process, from organizing paperwork to sending the check, including
clear guidance on how to: Create a year-long record-keeping system that will streamline the filing
process Clarify income and losses and deal with operational income and losses, capital gains, and
property sales Discover the latest tax credits and deductions that may apply to your business Tailor
a tax strategy to your business's size, maturity, and growth potential Frustration-free filing is not a
myth. With the proper planning and understanding, you can save your business a significant amount
of money, without wading through volumes of tax legalese. ]J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2015
provides the facts, strategies, and up to date information you need to get it done right, and get back



to work.

cost of website for small business: 475 Tax Deductions for All Small Businesses, Home
Businesses, and Self-Employed Individuals Bernard B. Kamoroff, 2023-11-07 Are you paying more
taxes than you have to? The IRS is not going to tell you about a deduction you failed to take, and
your accountant is not likely to take the time to ask you about every deduction you're entitled to. It’s
up to you. The savings can be tremendous. This invaluable book not only lists the individual items
that are deductible but also explains where to list them on your income tax form. The fourteenth
edition is completely updated to include new changes in tax law.

cost of website for small business: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2016 Barbara
Weltman, 2015-10-02 Stop overpaying on your small business taxes! J.K. Lasser's Small Business
Taxes 2016 helps small business owners maximize their bottom line with straightforward, yet
comprehensive guidance from the most trusted name in tax. Featuring a complete listing of all
available business expense deductions, including dollar limits and record-keeping requirements, this
book helps you quickly determine what kind of tax relief is available to you, and how to take it—all
the way down to where to claim deductions on the forms themselves. Tax facts, strategies, and the
latest up-to-date information help ensure that you don't miss out on money-saving opportunities, and
sample forms and checklists help you get organized and submit a complete and proper filing. You're
an expert on your business, not on taxes. But you still have to pay them. Millions of small business
owners pay too much because they lack the time and expertise to identify deductions designed with
them in mind. This book aims to put a stop to overpayment in 2016, so you can put more of your time
and money back where it belongs. Simplify tax time and focus on your business Reduce your tax bill
easily and legally Find the answers that are relevant to your business Understand deductions and
how to take them properly As a small business owner, your plate is full just keeping your business
going. You don't have the time or energy to start a second career as a tax accountant, yet you don't
want to overpay the IRS when that money could do great things for your business. J.K. Lasser's
Small Business Taxes 2016 is your solution manual for a streamlined tax time and substantial tax
savings.

cost of website for small business: Small Business For Dummies - Australia & New Zealand
Veechi Curtis, 2016-06-15 Take your small business to new heights Thinking about starting a new
business? Searching for new ways to run your small business better? Whether you're starting your
own business from scratch or looking to grow an existing venture, this easy-to-follow guide helps you
reach your small business dreams. Covering everything from marketing and business planning to
legal structures and building a positive online presence, this updated edition of the bestselling Small
Business For Dummies is the essential guide no Australian or New Zealand small business owner
should be without! Unfortunately, nearly half of small businesses in Australia and New Zealand fail
within their first year of operation. But the good news is that with the right business acumen, the
odds don't have to be stacked against you—and that's where this friendly guide helps! Inside, you'll
discover how to develop a blueprint for success with a winning business plan, find your unique
selling point and get it out to the masses, deliver on your customers' expectations, secure high
rankings on search engines to get your website seen, recruit the best employees to build an
unstoppable team and so much more. Includes dedicated chapters for retailers, manufacturers and
wholesalers Covers the rules on superannuation, pay rates and OH&S Shows you how to market
your business more effectively Guides you step-by-step through putting your business online Squash
issues before they arise, pounce on opportunities the competition has missed and make your small
business thrive with the help of Small Business For Dummies.

cost of website for small business: ].K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2019 Barbara Weltman,
2018-11-16 Maximize your bottom line with the nation's most trusted small business tax guide ]J.K.
Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2019 is the small business owner's ultimate guide to a money-saving,
stress-free tax season. Providing straightforward advice from the nation's most trusted tax expert on
small business taxes, this book gives you the answers you need quickly, with clear, concise guidance.
Updated to cover changes from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and other legislation, this edition also




includes an e-supplement covering additional developments from Congress and the IRS to keep you
fully up-to-date. A complete listing of all available business deductions and credits helps you identify
those you qualify for, and includes critical information on dollar limits, recordkeeping requirements,
and how to actually take the write-off—all the way down to the IRS form to use. Organizational and
planning strategies help you get through the process quickly and with fewer headaches, and this
year's changes to the tax laws are explained in terms of how they affect your filing. Keeping up with
the intricacies of tax law and filing is a full-time job—Dbut it's not your full-time job. You have a
business to run. This book gives you the guidance you need in the time that you have so you can get
taxes out of the way and get back to work. Learn which expenses qualify for deductions—and which
ones don't Adopt a more organized recordkeeping system to streamline the filing process Explore
small-business-specific strategies for starting or closing a business, running a sideline business, and
operating in multiple businesses Decode the various forms and worksheets correctly with
step-by-step guidance Audit-proof your return Review obligations for the “other taxes,” including
payroll and excise taxes Every year, millions of small business owners overpay their taxes because
they lack the time and expertise to make tax-sensitive business decisions throughout the year only to
learn that it’s too late to act when it comes to tax time. Now you can put your money back where it
belongs—in your business. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2019 helps you take wise actions
during the year and tells you how to file completely and accurately while maximizing your bottom
line.

cost of website for small business: ].K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2018 Barbara Weltman,
2017-09-26 Maximize your bottom line with the nation's most trusted small business tax guide J.K.
Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2018 is the small business owner's ultimate guide to a money-saving,
stress-free tax season. Providing straightforward advice from the nation's most trusted tax expert on
small business taxes, this book gives you the answers you need quickly, with clear, concise guidance.
Updated and expanded to cover new and changing tax law, this edition also includes an
e-supplement covering the latest developments from Congress and the IRS to keep you fully
up-to-date. A complete listing of all available business deductions and credits helps you identify
those you qualify for, and includes critical information on dollar limits, recordkeeping requirements,
and how to actually take the write-off—all the way down to which line on which form. Organizational
and planning strategies help you get through the process quickly and with fewer headaches, and this
year's changes to the tax laws are explained in terms of how they affect your filing. Keeping up with
the intricacies of tax law and filing is a full-time job—Dbut it's not your full-time job. You have a
business to run. This book gives you the guidance you need in the time that you have so you can get
taxes out of the way and get back to work. Learn which expenses qualify for deductions—and which
ones don't Adopt a more organized recordkeeping system to streamline the filing process Explore
small-business-specific strategies for starting or closing a business, running a sideline business, and
operating in multiple businesses Decode the various forms and worksheets correctly with
step-by-step guidance Review obligations for the 'other taxes,' including payroll and excise taxes
Every year, millions of small business owners overpay their taxes because they lack the time and
expertise to make tax-sensitive business decisions throughout the year only to learn that it's too late
to act when it comes to tax time. Now you can put your money back where it belongs—in your
business. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2018 helps you take wise actions during the year and
tells you how to file completely and accurately while maximizing your bottom line.
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cost of website for small business: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2021 Barbara
Weltman, 2020-11-23 Minimize your taxes and maximize your refund with this expert guide to your
small business tax return Taxes remain one of the biggest headaches and costs for small businesses
around the United States. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2021 delivers an approachable but
expert guide in legally limiting your tax liabilities while maximizing your deductions and credits.
You'll be in great hands as Barbara Weltman - attorney, expert, and author - shows you what tax




relief is available to you and how to claim it. You'll discover how to: Make tax-savvy business
decisions Take advantage of COVID-19-related tax breaks Pick the right forms to claim available
deductions and credits Use legal and effective tax strategies to minimize your taxes payable Use
sample forms and checklists to get organized Keep the right records in case the IRS comes calling
Whether you're filing your small business’ taxes or you work with a tax professional, J.K. Lasser's
Small Business Taxes 2021 will walk you through the tax process for 2020 returns and tax planning
for 2021 to optimize your tax savings and minimize your audit exposure.

cost of website for small business: Tax Savvy for Small Business Frederick W. Daily,
2021-01-26 Provides small business owners with what they need to know about federal taxes, and
explains how to make the best tax decisions, maximize deductions and profits, appeal audit
decisions, and stay out of trouble with the IRS.

cost of website for small business: Small Business Handbook Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, 2008-07-04 Think your business is too small to have big safety issues? Not true.
According to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, a serious fire, a permanent injury,
or the death of an employee or owner can cause loss of profit or even an entire business. Applying
the recognized principles of prevention outlined in this book not only helps reduce accidents, but it
may also improve your company's efficiency and reduce insurance claims and other costs. Written
with the multi-roled small business manager or owner in mind, this handbook provides a condensed
summary of the guidelines and federal laws designed to keep workers safe. It examines the four key
elements of a safety and health management system and provides an overview for inexpensively
establishing or integrating these elements into a safety program. Special features of this handbook,
originally published in 2005, include an overall action plan worksheet, model policy statements,
codes of safe practices to help you get started quickly, and a list of additional resources to reference.

cost of website for small business: J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2023 Barbara
Weltman, 2022-12-01 Comprehensive guide to small business tax write-offs and strategies from a
leading name in tax Small business owners in the US face enough challenges without overpaying
tax. Despite this, millions of small businesses miss out on crucial deductions, tax credits, and
tax-saving moves every year, resulting in higher-than-necessary tax bills. In J.K. Lasser’s Small
Business Taxes 2023: Your Complete Guide to a Better Bottom Line, renowned attorney and small
business advocate Barbara Weltman offers a thorough and exhaustively researched roadmap to
legally minimizing your tax liability and maximizing your deductions and credits. In the book, you’ll
find tax facts and planning strategies that help you make business decisions in the most tax-efficient
way possible. You'll also discover: A complete list of the business expense deductions and tax credits
available to you and what you need to do to qualify for them Up-to-date info on current tax law and
procedure, including information on the latest relevant legislation Guidance on avoiding tax
penalties and minimizing audit risk A heads-up on coming changes to help you plan for next year’s
taxes Sample forms and checklists to help you get organized and help you stay tax compliant A free
e-supplement that includes the latest developments from the IRS and Congress A concise and
plain-English guide for every small business owner in America, Small Business Taxes 2023 is the
detailed and accessible tax overview you’'ve been waiting for.
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