
chicago business improvement districts
chicago business improvement districts play a vital role in enhancing urban
environments, fostering economic growth, and improving the quality of life in their
respective neighborhoods. These districts are defined areas within which businesses
collaborate to fund projects that enhance their environment and promote economic
vitality. This article will delve into the structure, functions, and impact of business
improvement districts in Chicago, highlighting their significance in urban development
and offering insights into how they operate. We will also explore the challenges they face
and the future of these districts in the ever-evolving landscape of urban business.
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Understanding Chicago Business Improvement
Districts
Chicago business improvement districts (BIDs) are designated areas within the city where
businesses join forces to improve their neighborhood's economic viability and aesthetic
appeal. Established through city legislation, these districts are funded by additional
property taxes levied on businesses within the boundaries. The funds collected are utilized
for various purposes, including marketing, maintenance, public safety, and infrastructure
improvements.

Each BID operates independently and is governed by a board of directors, typically
composed of business owners and community stakeholders. This governance structure
allows for tailored approaches to each district's unique needs and challenges. The first
BID in Chicago was established in 1996, and since then, the city has seen significant
growth in these districts, with over 40 currently in operation.

Key Characteristics of BIDs
The characteristics of Chicago business improvement districts are essential in
understanding their operations and impact. Some of the key features include:



Defined Boundaries: Each BID has specific geographic boundaries that delineate
where the additional property tax is collected.

Self-Funding: BIDs are primarily funded through a special assessment on
commercial properties within their limits.

Local Governance: They are managed by local business owners and stakeholders,
allowing for community-driven initiatives.

Variety of Services: BIDs can undertake a wide range of activities, including
marketing, maintenance, and public safety initiatives.

Functions of Business Improvement Districts
Chicago business improvement districts serve several important functions that contribute
to the overall economic health of their areas. The primary functions include enhancing
public spaces, promoting local businesses, and improving safety. Each of these functions
plays a crucial role in attracting visitors and fostering a vibrant community atmosphere.

Enhancing Public Spaces
One of the main functions of BIDs is to enhance public spaces through various initiatives.
This can include:

Cleaning and Maintenance: Regular cleaning and maintenance of sidewalks,
parks, and public areas help create a welcoming environment.

Street Beautification: Efforts such as planting flowers, installing public art, and
improving lighting contribute to a more attractive streetscape.

Event Programming: Hosting events such as street fairs, festivals, and outdoor
markets can draw visitors and stimulate the local economy.

Promoting Local Businesses
BIDs play a significant role in promoting local businesses by implementing marketing
strategies and supporting community engagement. Common strategies include:

Marketing Campaigns: BIDs often run marketing campaigns to highlight local
businesses and attract customers.

Networking Opportunities: Providing platforms for business owners to connect
and collaborate can strengthen the local economy.



Support for New Businesses: BIDs may offer support services to assist new
businesses in navigating local regulations and building their customer base.

Improving Safety
Safety is a top priority for business improvement districts. Many BIDs invest in security
measures to enhance the safety of their neighborhoods. This can involve:

Security Patrols: Hiring private security personnel to patrol the area can deter
crime and enhance the feeling of safety for residents and visitors.

Lighting Improvements: Upgrading street lighting can reduce crime rates and
improve visibility at night.

Collaboration with Local Law Enforcement: BIDs often work closely with police
to address safety concerns and implement community policing strategies.

Benefits of Business Improvement Districts
The establishment of business improvement districts in Chicago brings numerous benefits
to local communities, businesses, and the city as a whole. Understanding these benefits
can help stakeholders appreciate the value of BIDs in urban settings.

Economic Growth
One of the most significant benefits of BIDs is their contribution to economic growth. By
creating a more attractive environment for businesses and customers, BIDs can help
increase foot traffic and sales. This growth can lead to:

Increased Property Values: Improved public spaces and increased safety can raise
property values in the district.

Job Creation: As businesses thrive, they may expand, creating new job opportunities
for local residents.

Attraction of New Businesses: A vibrant district attracts new businesses,
contributing to a diverse economic landscape.



Community Engagement
BIDs foster a sense of community by engaging local residents and businesses. This
engagement can manifest in various ways, such as:

Community Events: Hosting events that bring people together strengthens
community ties and encourages local participation.

Feedback Mechanisms: BIDs often seek input from residents and business owners
to ensure that their initiatives meet community needs.

Volunteer Opportunities: BIDs may provide opportunities for residents to
volunteer, enhancing community involvement and pride.

Challenges Facing Business Improvement
Districts
Despite their benefits, Chicago business improvement districts face several challenges
that can hinder their effectiveness. Understanding these challenges is essential for future
improvements and sustainability.

Funding Limitations
While BIDs are funded through additional property taxes, economic downturns can lead to
reduced revenues. Property owners may resist tax increases, limiting the funds available
for essential services and improvements.

Community Resistance
In some cases, residents or businesses may be resistant to the idea of a BID, fearing that it
may prioritize commercial interests over community needs. Effective communication and
community engagement are crucial in addressing these concerns.

Coordination and Governance Issues
Managing a BID can involve complex coordination among various stakeholders.
Disagreements among board members can lead to inefficiencies and hinder progress.
Clear governance structures and transparency are vital for successful operations.



The Future of Business Improvement Districts in
Chicago
The future of Chicago business improvement districts appears promising, especially as
cities increasingly recognize the importance of local economic development. As urban
areas evolve, BIDs may expand their roles and adapt to new challenges.

Innovative Approaches
BIDs can adopt innovative approaches to enhance their effectiveness. This includes
leveraging technology for better communication, utilizing data analytics for informed
decision-making, and exploring sustainable practices that benefit the environment.

Collaborative Efforts
In the future, BIDs may collaborate more closely with local government agencies, non-
profits, and community organizations to address broader social issues such as housing,
transportation, and public health. This collaborative approach can create a more
integrated strategy for urban improvement.

Conclusion
Chicago business improvement districts are a vital component of the city's urban
ecosystem, promoting economic growth, enhancing public spaces, and improving safety.
By understanding their functions, benefits, and challenges, stakeholders can work
together to ensure their continued success. The future of BIDs in Chicago holds potential
for innovative strategies and collaborative efforts that can further enhance the quality of
life in neighborhoods across the city.

Q: What is a business improvement district (BID)?
A: A business improvement district (BID) is a defined area in which businesses collaborate
to fund projects and services that enhance the area's economic viability, public safety, and
aesthetic appeal through additional property taxes.

Q: How are Chicago BIDs funded?
A: Chicago BIDs are primarily funded through a special assessment on commercial
properties within the district's boundaries, which is an additional property tax that
businesses agree to pay.



Q: What services do BIDs typically provide?
A: Typical services provided by BIDs include street cleaning, public space maintenance,
marketing and promotional activities for local businesses, security services, and event
programming to engage the community.

Q: How do BIDs impact local property values?
A: BIDs can positively impact local property values by improving the overall environment,
enhancing public spaces, and increasing safety, which makes the area more attractive to
businesses and residents.

Q: Can residents participate in BIDs?
A: Yes, residents can participate in BIDs, often through community meetings, volunteer
opportunities, and providing feedback on initiatives that affect their neighborhoods.

Q: What challenges do BIDs face in Chicago?
A: BIDs face challenges such as funding limitations during economic downturns, potential
community resistance, and coordination issues among stakeholders that can hinder their
effectiveness.

Q: What is the governance structure of a BID?
A: BIDs are governed by a board of directors typically made up of local business owners
and community stakeholders who make decisions about the district's operations and
initiatives.

Q: How can BIDs adapt to changing urban
environments?
A: BIDs can adapt by embracing innovative approaches, leveraging technology,
collaborating with various stakeholders, and focusing on sustainability to address new
challenges in urban development.

Q: What is the role of technology in BIDs?
A: Technology can enhance BIDs' operations through improved communication with
stakeholders, data analytics for decision-making, and innovative marketing strategies to
attract visitors and businesses.



Q: Are there examples of successful BIDs in Chicago?
A: Yes, several BIDs in Chicago have been successful in revitalizing neighborhoods,
improving local business climates, and enhancing community engagement, showcasing the
effectiveness of the BID model.
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  chicago business improvement districts: Business Improvement Districts Goktug Morcol,
Lorlene Hoyt, Jack W. Meek, Ulf Zimmermann, 2017-09-29 Initiated and governed by property or
business owners under the authorization of state and local governments, business improvement
districts (BIDs) have received a very mixed reception. To some, they are innovative examples of
self-governance and public-private partnerships; to others, they are yet another example of the
movement toward the privatization of what should be inherent government responsibilities. Among
the first books to present a collection of scholarly work on the subject, Business Improvement
Districts: Research, Theories, and Controversies brings together renowned leaders in the field to
compile the highest-quality theoretical, legal, and empirical studies into one comprehensive volume.
Investigating fundamental concerns at the core of the debate, as well as potential solutions, this
groundbreaking resource: Tackles the need for improved problem solving and efficiency in service
delivery Examines new and innovative policy tools for both the public and private sectors Evaluates
whether BIDs do ignore the needs and voices of residential property owners Discusses the challenge
created by social segregation in cities Addresses lack of accountability by BIDs to the public and
elected representatives From different perspectives, leading practitioners and academics analyze
the pros and cons of BIDs both in the United States and around the world. They look at their impact
on urban planning and retail revitalization, consider their legal implications, and explore ways to
measure BID performance. Filled with case studies of urban centers including San Diego, Atlanta,
New York, Toronto, and Capetown, and state models such as New Jersey and Pennsylvania, this
examination bring together essential information for researchers as well as those leaders and policy
makers looking to adopt a BID model or improve one already in place.
  chicago business improvement districts: Business Improvement Districts and the
Contradictions of Placemaking Susanna F. Schaller, 2019-07-15 The “livable city,” the “creative
city,” and more recently the “pop-up city” have become pervasive monikers that identify a new type
of urbanism that has sprung up globally, produced and managed by the business improvement
district and known colloquially by its acronym, BID. With this case study, Susanna F. Schaller draws
on more than fifteen years of research to present a direct, focused engagement with both the
planning history that has shaped Washington, D.C.’s segregated landscape and the intricacies of
everyday life, politics, and planning practice as they relate to BIDs. Schaller offers a critical
unpacking of the BID ethos, which draws on the language of economic liberalism (individual choice,
civic engagement, localism, and grassroots development), to portray itself as color blind, democratic,
and equitable. Schaller reveals the contradictions embedded in the BID model. For the last thirty
years, BID advocates have engaged in effective and persuasive storytelling; as a result, many policy
makers and planners perpetuate the BID narrative without examining the institution and the
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inequities it has wrought as BID urbanism has oiled the urban gentrification machine. Schaller sheds
light on these oversights, thus fostering a critical discussion of BIDs and their collective influence on
future urban landscapes.
  chicago business improvement districts: Business Improvement Districts in the United
States Abraham Unger, 2016-11-12 This book examines how privatization has transformed cities,
particularly through the role of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in the revitalization of
America’s downtown. These public-private partnerships between property owners and municipal
government have developed retail strips across the United States into lifestyle and commercial hubs.
BIDs are non-profit community organizations with the public power to tax and spend on services in
their districts, but they are unelected bodies often operating in the shadows of local government.
They work as agents of economic development, but are they democratic? What can we learn from
BIDs about the accountability of public-private partnerships, and how they impact our lives as
citizens? Unger explores these questions of local democracy and urban political economy in this age
of rampant privatization and the reinvention of neighborhoods.
  chicago business improvement districts: Business Improvement Districts and the Shape
of American Cities Jerry Mitchell, 2009-01-01 Examines the impact of business improvement
districts on the quality of contemporary civic life.
  chicago business improvement districts: The Business Improvement District Movement
Seth A. Grossman, 2016-06-20 This comprehensive book covers the theory and practice of Business
Improvement Districts or BIDs – partnerships between local communities and governments
established to revitalize neighborhoods and catalyze economic development in a region. In this book,
author Seth Grossman demonstrates the ways in which BIDs work, pull stakeholders together, and
acquire funds to manage the difficult process of community revitalization especially in urbanized,
threatened town centers. BIDs also blur traditional lines between public and private organizations,
and their governance raises critical new questions about democratic representation, accountability,
transparency, and responsiveness. As this book illustrates, BID managers act as public
entrepreneurs, and management in the public realm requires community development skills
(community planning, organization and leadership) and economic expertise (jobs, business
development, housing and public infrastructure). Through an in-depth examination of Business
Improvement Districts and their managers we begin to see that the future of public administration
might no longer be contained behind the walls of formal government, with an increasing number of
public administrators defining and creating public solutions to real life commercial problems. This
book is essential reading for all practicing urban and regional administrators and government
officials, as well as students studying public administration, public management, and urban and
regional politics.
  chicago business improvement districts: Chicago’s Redevelopment Machine and Blues
Clubs David Wilson, 2018-02-01 This book examines the conflict surrounding the latest
redevelopment frontier in Chicago: the city’s South Side blues clubs and blocks. Like Chicago, cities
such as Cleveland, St. Louis, Boston, Washington D.C., Indianapolis, Milwaukee, and Philadelphia
are experiencing a new redevelopment machine: one of tyrannizing and fear. Its actors are adroit at
working via the creation of fear to “terror-redevelop” in these historically neglected neighborhoods.
The book also discusses the powerful race and class-based politics in Chicago’s blues clubs that
resist such change. A “leisure as resistance” framework represents the latest innovative form of
opposition to the transformation of these historic sites.
  chicago business improvement districts: Planning and Urban Design Standards American
Planning Association, 2006-02-03 From the publishers of Architectural Graphic Standards, this book,
created under the auspices of The American Planning Association, is the most comprehensive
reference book on urban planning, design, and development available today. Contributions from
more than two hundred renowned professionals provide rules of thumb and best practices for
mitigating such environmental impacts as noise, traffic, aesthetics, preservation of green space and
wildlife, water quality, and more. You get in-depth information on the tools and techniques used to



achieve planning and design outcomes, including economic analysis, mapping, visualization, legal
foundations, and real estate developments. Thousands of illustrations, examples of custom work by
today?s leading planners, and insider information make this work the new standard in the field.
Order your copy today.
  chicago business improvement districts: Business Improvement Districts Lawrence O.
Houstoun, Paul R. Levy, 2003 Learn how BIDs work, how they have evolved, and why they have been
succesful at increasing property values and improving economic conditions, both downtown and in
suburban business districts--Book jacket.
  chicago business improvement districts: The Chicago Gangster Theory of Life Andrew
Ross, 1995-10-17 Increasingly, the most powerful voices on the planetâeheads of state, corporations,
global economistsâeare speaking in the name of environmentalism.
  chicago business improvement districts: 2016 State of Downtown DowntownDC Business
Improvement District, The 2016 State of Downtown report is the definitive analysis of
DowntownDC's economy as it compares to the city, region and national economies.
  chicago business improvement districts: Ordering the City Nicole Stelle Garnett,
2010-01-01 This work highlights the multiple, often overlooked, and frequently misunderstood
connections between land use and development policies and policing practices. In order to do so the
book draws upon multiple literatures as well as concrete case studies to better explore how these
policy arenas intersect and conflict.
  chicago business improvement districts: Iron Trade and Western Machinist , 1924
  chicago business improvement districts: The Iron Trade Review , 1924
  chicago business improvement districts: Urban Politics Myron A. Levine, Heywood T.
Sanders, 2025-03-31 Urban Politics brings together the classic and contemporary literature on
urban politics and history with today’s pressing urban issues. This book’s central theme is
“power”—going beyond the formal institutions and structures of city and suburban government to
explain who defines the urban agenda and who benefits from local services and investments. This
book also presents a number of subthemes, including the impact of globalization, the dominant place
of economic development concerns in the urban agenda, and the continuing importance of race and
poverty in big city and suburban politics. It also places cities in the larger context of state and
federal government politics and policies and discusses the impact of those policies. Urban Politics
seeks to engage students with photographs, real-world case studies, and boxed material that
employs films, video, television shows, and popular music to illustrate how urban politics “works.”
Urban Politics has been updated and revised to reflect the complex circumstances of both urban
“success stories” and the difficult realities of “cities left behind” and to add new material on
concentrated poverty, climate change, and the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 11th edition
of Urban Politics is an ideal introductory text for students of urban, suburban, and regional politics
and policy. This book’s coverage of contemporary issues, urban bureaucracy, policy analysis, and
intergovernmental relations also makes it an effective textbook for classes in urban administration
and planning. Support material for this book can be found at: www.routledge.com/9781032270654
  chicago business improvement districts: Index to Current Urban Documents ABC-CLIO,
LLC, 2001
  chicago business improvement districts: Transportation Planning EduGorilla Prep Experts,
2024-10-11 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  chicago business improvement districts: Transportation Planning Handbook ITE
(Institute of Transportation Engineers), Michael D. Meyer, 2016-07-11 A multi-disciplinary approach
to transportation planning fundamentals The Transportation Planning Handbook is a comprehensive,
practice-oriented reference that presents the fundamental concepts of transportation planning
alongside proven techniques. This new fourth edition is more strongly focused on serving the needs



of all users, the role of safety in the planning process, and transportation planning in the context of
societal concerns, including the development of more sustainable transportation solutions. The
content structure has been redesigned with a new format that promotes a more functionally driven
multimodal approach to planning, design, and implementation, including guidance toward the latest
tools and technology. The material has been updated to reflect the latest changes to major
transportation resources such as the HCM, MUTCD, HSM, and more, including the most current
ADA accessibility regulations. Transportation planning has historically followed the rational planning
model of defining objectives, identifying problems, generating and evaluating alternatives, and
developing plans. Planners are increasingly expected to adopt a more multi-disciplinary approach,
especially in light of the rising importance of sustainability and environmental concerns. This book
presents the fundamentals of transportation planning in a multidisciplinary context, giving readers a
practical reference for day-to-day answers. Serve the needs of all users Incorporate safety into the
planning process Examine the latest transportation planning software packages Get up to date on
the latest standards, recommendations, and codes Developed by The Institute of Transportation
Engineers, this book is the culmination of over seventy years of transportation planning solutions,
fully updated to reflect the needs of a changing society. For a comprehensive guide with practical
answers, The Transportation Planning Handbook is an essential reference.
  chicago business improvement districts: City Bound Gerald E. Frug, David J. Barron,
2013-07-02 Many major American cities are defying the conventional wisdom that suburbs are the
communities of the future. But as these urban centers prosper, they increasingly confront significant
constraints. In City Bound, Gerald E. Frug and David J. Barron address these limits in a new way.
Based on a study of the differing legal structures of Boston, New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Denver,
San Francisco, and Seattle, City Bound explores how state law determines what cities can and
cannot do to raise revenue, control land use, and improve city schools. Frug and Barron show that
state law can make it much easier for cities to pursue a global-city or a tourist-city agenda than to
respond to the needs of middle-class residents or to pursue regional alliances. But they also explain
that state law is often so outdated, and so rooted in an unjustified distrust of local decision making,
that the legal process makes it hard for successful cities to develop and implement any coherent
vision of their future. Their book calls not for local autonomy but for a new structure of state-local
relations that would enable cities to take the lead in charting the future course of urban
development. It should be of interest to everyone who cares about the future of American cities,
whether political scientists, planners, architects, lawyers, or simply citizens.
  chicago business improvement districts: The Earth Mover , 1929
  chicago business improvement districts: Planning and LGBTQ Communities Petra L. Doan,
2015-03-24 Although the last decade has seen steady progress towards wider acceptance of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgendered, and queer (LGBTQ) individuals, LGBTQ residential and commercial
areas have come under increasing pressure from gentrification and redevelopment initiatives. As a
result many of these neighborhoods are losing their special character as safe havens for sexual and
gender minorities. Urban planners and municipal officials have sometimes ignored the
transformation of these neighborhoods and at other times been complicit in these changes. Planning
and LGBTQ Communities brings together experienced planners, administrators, and researchers in
the fields of planning and geography to reflect on the evolution of urban neighborhoods in which
LGBTQ populations live, work, and play. The authors examine a variety of LGBTQ residential and
commercial areas to highlight policy and planning links to the development of these neighborhoods.
Each chapter explores a particular urban context and asks how the field of planning has enabled,
facilitated, and/or neglected the specialized and diverse needs of the LGBTQ population. A central
theme of this book is that urban planners need to think beyond queer space because LGBTQ
populations are more diverse and dispersed than the white gay male populations that created many
of the most visible gayborhoods. The authors provide practical guidance for cities and citizens
seeking to strengthen neighborhoods that have an explicit LGBTQ focus as well as other areas that
are LGBTQ-friendly. They also encourage broader awareness of the needs of this marginalized



population and the need to establish more formal linkages between municipal government and a
range of LGBTQ groups. Planning and LGBTQ Communities also adds useful material for graduate
level courses in planning theory, urban and regional theory, planning for multicultural cities, urban
geography, and geographies of gender and sexuality.
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