best small business printer and scanner

best small business printer and scanner solutions are essential tools for any small business looking to enhance
productivity and streamline operations. In today’s fast-paced business environment, the ability to print
documents, scan important files, and manage paperwork efficiently can significantly impact your success.
Choosing the right printer and scanner combination can save time, reduce costs, and improve document
management. This article will delve into the features to consider when selecting the best small business
printer and scanner, recommend top models, and provide insights on optimizing your printing and

scanning processes.
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Understanding the Needs of Small Businesses

Small businesses often operate with limited resources, which makes it crucial to choose equipment that
provides maximum efficiency and functionality. The best small business printer and scanner must cater to
the unique demands of a busy office environment. Key considerations include the frequency of use, the
type of documents being printed and scanned, and the volume of output required. Understanding these

needs will help in selecting the right device that balances cost with performance.

Additionally, small businesses may require flexibility in their printing and scanning capabilities. For
instance, they may need to print marketing materials, invoices, contracts, and other documents, while also
needing to scan receipts, contracts, and documents for digital storage. Therefore, a multifunctional printer

that combines both printing and scanning capabilities can be a valuable asset.



Key Features to Consider

‘When searching for the best small business printer and scanner, several key features should be evaluated to
ensure the device meets your operational needs effectively. These features include print speed, print

quality, scanning capabilities, connectivity options, and overall cost of ownership.

Print Speed and Quality

Print speed is measured in pages per minute (PPM), which indicates how quickly a printer can produce
documents. For small businesses that require high-volume printing, look for models that offer at least 20
PPM. Print quality, measured in dots per inch (DPI), is also essential, especially for businesses that print
marketing materials. A printer that provides at least 600 DPI will typically produce sharp and clear text

and images.

Scanning Capabilities

For scanning, consider the resolution and speed of the scanner. A scanner with at least 300 DPI is ideal for
documents, while 600 DPI or higher is preferable for images. Additionally, features like duplex scanning
(the ability to scan both sides of a document in one pass) can improve efficiency. Look for scanners that

support various file formats, such as PDF and JPEG, for added flexibility.

Connectivity Options

In today’s digital age, connectivity is crucial. Ensure the printer and scanner support multiple connectivity
options such as USB, Wi-Fi, and Ethernet. Wireless printing and scanning capabilities allow for easy access

from multiple devices, enhancing productivity in a small office setting.

Cost of Ownership

The overall cost of ownership includes not just the initial purchase price but also the cost of consumables
like ink or toner, paper, and maintenance. Look for printers that offer cost-effective cartridges and a good

page yield to ensure that ongoing expenses remain manageable.



Top Recommendations for Small Business Printers and Scanners

Based on the criteria outlined above, several models stand out as the best small business printer and scanner

options. Here are some top recommendations:

o HP OfficeJet Pro 9015e
This all-in-one inkjet printer offers fast printing speeds up to 22 PPM, high-quality prints at 4800

DPI, and excellent scanning features, including automatic duplexing. It also supports mobile printing

via the HP Smart app, making it a versatile choice for small businesses.

¢ Canon imageCLASS MF445dw

This monochrome laser printer is ideal for businesses that predominantly print black and white
documents. It boasts a print speed of 40 PPM, excellent print quality, and efficient scanning
capabilities, including duplex scanning. Its robust security features also make it suitable for sensitive

documents.

e Epson EcoTank ET-4760

The EcoTank series stands out due to its cost-saving design with refillable ink tanks. This model
offers a high page yield, reducing the need for frequent ink replacements. It provides fast printing
speeds of 15 PPM and versatile scanning options, making it a great investment for budget-conscious

businesses.

¢ Brother MFC-L3770CDW

This color laser printer is designed for small to medium-sized offices. It features fast printing at 25
PPM, high-quality color prints, and a robust scanning feature set. Additionally, it supports various

connectivity options, including NFC and mobile printing.

Tips for Maintaining Your Printer and Scanner

Maintaining your printer and scanner is crucial for ensuring longevity and optimal performance. Regular
maintenance can prevent common issues and enhance efficiency. Here are some tips to keep your devices

in top shape:



¢ Regular Cleaning

Dust and debris can accumulate in printers and scanners, leading to print quality issues. Regularly

clean the exterior and interior components as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

e Update Drivers

Ensure that your printer and scanner drivers are up to date. This can enhance compatibility with

your devices and improve performance.

e Use Quality Supplies
Always use high-quality paper and manufacturer-recommended ink or toner. This helps prevent

jams and ensures the best print quality.

¢ Monitor Usage

Keep track of your printing and scanning volumes to anticipate maintenance needs and consumable

replacements.

Conclusion

Investing in the best small business printer and scanner is essential for enhancing efficiency and
productivity in your operations. By understanding your specific needs, evaluating key features, and
considering top models, you can make an informed decision that aligns with your business goals. Regular
maintenance and proper usage will further ensure that your devices serve you well for years to come,

allowing you to focus on what truly matters—growing your business.

Q What is the best small business printer and scanner for high-volume
printing?

A: The Canon imageCLASS MF445dw is an excellent choice for high-volume printing, offering a print
speed of 40 PPM and robust scanning capabilities.



Q How can I reduce printing costs in my small business?

A: To reduce printing costs, consider using printers with high-yield cartridges, implement duplex

printing, and regularly maintain your devices to prevent issues.

Q Are inkjet or laser printers better for small businesses?

A: The choice between inkjet and laser printers depends on your specific needs. Inkjet printers are

typically better for color printing, while laser printers excel in high-volume, black-and-white printing.

Q What features should I look for in a multifunction printer?

A: When choosing a multifunction printer, look for features like fast print speeds, high print quality,

automatic duplexing, and versatile scanning options.

Q How often should I perform maintenance on my printer and scanner?

A: Regular maintenance should be performed monthly, including cleaning and updating drivers. More

frequent checks may be needed if you use the devices heavily.

Q Can I print from my smartphone to my small business printer?

A: Yes, many modern printers offer mobile printing capabilities, allowing you to print directly from your

smartphone or tablet using dedicated apps or wireless connections.

Q What is the average lifespan of a small business printer?

A: The average lifespan of a small business printer is typically between 3 to 5 years, depending on usage,

maintenance, and the quality of the device.

Q: Do I need a separate scanner if I have a multifunction printer?

A: Generally, a multifunction printer includes scanning capabilities, so a separate scanner may not be

necessary unless you require specialized scanning features.



Q How can I improve the print quality of my small business printer?

A: To improve print quality, ensure you are using the correct paper type, regularly clean the print heads,

and replace low-quality ink or toner cartridges with high-quality ones.

Q What is duplex printing, and why is it important?

A: Duplex printing refers to the ability to print on both sides of a sheet of paper, saving paper and reducing

printing costs, making it an important feature for small businesses.
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readers with their time-tested advice and the latest information on starting and growing a small
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illuminating technical articles that enthusiasts crave.
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3rd Edition Priscilla Huff, 2009-11-04 Can I be a stay-at-home mom and still earn extra income?
Which home business is best for me? Where can I find expert advice on launching my own business?
How much will it cost to get started? For nearly two decades, bestselling author and home-based
business guru Priscilla Y. Huff has run a successful writing business out of her home while balancing
her family life. In fact, this book, now in its third edition, is proof of her success. Her valuable advice
on what works—and what doesn't—is available to you. From start-up costs to potential income, this
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distributorships and franchises, and many others ‘Take the first steps to starting any business -Find
and use valuable resources, including local, state, and federal government sources; business and
professional associations; books, Web sites, and other publications -And much, much more! You'll
also find inspiring stories from businesswomen who have achieved success and financial reward. If
you've ever dreamed of owning your own business, this book should be your first investment.

best small business printer and scanner: PC Mag, 1997-06-24 PCMag.com is a leading
authority on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and
services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions
and get more from technology.
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and get more from technology.

best small business printer and scanner: PC Mag , 2005-12-27 PCMag.com is a leading
authority on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and
services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions
and get more from technology.

best small business printer and scanner: Global Security Consulting Luke Bencie,
2014-12-01 With new security threats practically every week all over the globe, governments and
businesses are forced to take extraordinary measures to protect themselves these days. Likewise,
espionage continues at levels comparable to the days of the Cold War—only with many more players
now participating. In this environment, a new industry has grown to deal with these challenges:
international security consulting. Drawing from military, law-enforcement, and intelligence
communities, new private companies are springing up across the world. Global Security Consulting,
written by a former intelligence specialist who has built a successful practice, provides solid
guidance for anyone wishing to enter this glamorous but often dangerous field.

best small business printer and scanner: How to Open & Operate a Financially Successful
Medical Billing Service Laura Gater, 2010 Book & CD-ROM. If you are detail-oriented, want to be



your own boss, and would like to act on the behalf of physicians all over the country, the medical
billing service business could be a right fit for you. Whether you will be operating out of your home
or you are looking to buy or rent office space, this book can help you with a wealth of start-up
information, from how to form and name your business to deciding if this will be a joint venture or if
you would rather work solo. Valuable information on forming a Partnership, LLC, Corporation, or
becoming a Sole Proprietor, the four types of business formation, is included, as well as the legal
implications of each. A complete list of all of the start-up equipment that you will need is provided,
as well as a sample budgeting sheet to allow you to gauge start-up costs. You will learn about
potential risks that you take in opening a medical billing service and why it is important to have
business insurance. You will find information on the operations side of running your business from
filling medical billing claims to receiving payments, along with privacy information that you will
need to know such as HIPPA. Included is a glossary with all of the medical billing terms that you will
need in order to knowledgeably run your business, alongside a complete listing of procedural codes
and a directory of insurance carriers. You will learn about each of the covered services in the
medical field, along with other major medical industries such as, psychiatric, dental, durable medical
equipment, and pharmacy. This complete manual will arm you with everything you need, including
sample business forms; contracts; worksheets and checklists for planning, opening, and running
day-to-day operations; lists; plans and layouts; and dozens of other valuable, timesaving tools of the
trade that no business owner should be without. A special chapter on the different types of billing
software that you should buy is included, as well as how much it will cost you and how to set up and
use the software to save time and money. While providing detailed instruction and examples, the
author leads you through every detail that will bring success. You will learn how to draw up a
winning business plan (the companion CD-ROM has the actual business plan you can use in
Microsoft Word) and about basic cost control systems, copyright and trademark issues, branding,
management, legal concerns, sales and marketing techniques, and pricing formulas. You will learn
how to hire and keep a qualified professional staff, how to meet IRS requirements, how to manage
and train employees, how to generate high profile public relations and publicity, and how to
implement low cost internal marketing ideas. You will learn how to build your business by using low
and no cost ways to satisfy customers, as well as ways to increase sales, have customers refer others
to you, and thousands of great tips and useful guidelines.
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