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best background check company for small business is a critical consideration for small business

owners aiming to hire trustworthy employees and protect their enterprises. As the workforce landscape

becomes increasingly complex, the need for comprehensive background checks has never been more

essential. This article will explore the top background check companies that cater specifically to small

businesses, outlining their services, benefits, and features. We will also discuss the importance of

conducting background checks, what to look for in a provider, and how these services can help

mitigate risks. By the end of this article, you will have a clear understanding of the best options

available in the market.
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Understanding Background Checks

Background checks are thorough investigations into an individual's history, typically conducted by



employers as part of the hiring process. These checks can include a variety of elements such as

criminal records, employment history, education verification, credit history, and more. The purpose is to

ensure that potential employees are honest and to uncover any red flags that may indicate a risk to

the business.

There are several types of background checks, and each serves a different purpose. Some common

types include:

Criminal Background Checks: These checks examine an individual’s criminal history at various

levels, including federal, state, and local records.

Employment Verification: This process confirms past employment details, including job titles,

dates of employment, and reasons for leaving.

Education Verification: Employers confirm the educational qualifications claimed by the

candidate.

Credit Checks: These checks are especially important for positions that require financial

responsibility, as they assess an individual's credit history.

Reference Checks: This involves contacting previous employers or personal references to gain

insight into the candidate's work ethic and character.

Importance of Background Checks for Small Businesses

For small businesses, background checks are vital in safeguarding against potential risks. Hiring the

wrong employee can have far-reaching consequences, including financial loss, damage to reputation,



and legal liabilities. By conducting thorough background checks, small businesses can make informed

hiring decisions that protect their interests.

Some key reasons why background checks are particularly important for small businesses include:

Risk Mitigation: Background checks help identify candidates who may pose a risk to the

workplace or the business itself.

Improved Hiring Decisions: By verifying information, employers can ensure that candidates

possess the qualifications and experience they claim.

Enhanced Workplace Safety: Knowing the criminal history of potential employees helps create a

safer work environment.

Compliance with Regulations: Certain industries are required to conduct background checks to

comply with federal and state regulations.

Protecting Company Reputation: Hiring individuals with a troubled past can lead to issues that

may tarnish the company’s image.

Criteria for Choosing the Best Background Check Company

When selecting a background check company, small business owners should consider several critical

factors to ensure they choose the right fit for their needs. The following criteria can help guide the

decision-making process:



Comprehensive Services

Look for companies that offer a wide range of background check services. This ensures that you can

access all the necessary information in one place, making the process efficient and straightforward.

Turnaround Time

Speed is often crucial in the hiring process. Choose a background check provider known for quick

turnaround times without compromising the quality of their checks.

Compliance with Laws

Ensure that the company adheres to the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) and other relevant

regulations. Compliance is essential to protect your business from legal repercussions.

Customer Support

Reliable customer support can make a significant difference, especially when you encounter issues or

have questions. Look for companies that offer robust support services.

Reputation and Reviews

Research the company’s reputation by reading customer reviews and testimonials. This can provide

insight into the experiences of other small business owners.



Top Background Check Companies for Small Businesses

Here are some of the best background check companies that cater to small businesses, offering a

variety of services tailored to meet their unique needs:

1. GoodHire

GoodHire is an excellent choice for small businesses, offering customizable background checks that

comply with FCRA regulations. Their platform is user-friendly, and they provide a range of services,

including criminal checks, employment verification, and drug screening. GoodHire is known for its fast

turnaround times and comprehensive customer support.

2. Checkr

Checkr uses technology to streamline the background check process, making it quick and efficient.

They offer various types of checks and are particularly popular among companies in the gig economy.

Their services are compliant with federal and state regulations, ensuring a safe hiring process.

3. HireRight

HireRight provides a broad spectrum of background check services, including international checks.

They have a strong reputation for compliance and offer flexible solutions that can be tailored to small

businesses. Their platform is designed for ease of use, which is a significant advantage for small

business owners.



4. Sterling

Sterling offers comprehensive background screening solutions that are customizable based on the

specific needs of the business. They focus on providing fast results and have a robust compliance

framework, making them a reliable choice for small businesses.

5. Intelius

Intelius is known for its cost-effective background check services. They offer various options, including

criminal checks and identity verification. Intelius is user-friendly, making it an excellent choice for small

business owners who may not have extensive HR resources.

How to Conduct a Background Check

Conducting a background check involves several steps that small business owners should follow to

ensure a thorough and compliant process:

Obtain Consent: Always obtain written consent from the candidate before conducting a1.

background check, as required by law.

Choose a Provider: Select a reputable background check company that meets your business2.

needs.

Submit Information: Provide the necessary details about the candidate to the background check3.

company.



Review Results: Once the background check is complete, carefully review the results to assess4.

the candidate’s qualifications.

Make a Decision: Use the information gathered to make informed hiring decisions.5.

Communicate with the Candidate: If any negative information is found, inform the candidate and6.

allow them a chance to respond before finalizing your decision.

Conclusion

The right background check company can significantly impact a small business's hiring process,

helping to identify trustworthy employees and mitigate risks. By understanding the importance of

background checks, knowing what to look for in a provider, and being aware of the top options

available, small business owners can make informed decisions that benefit their organizations.

Investing in thorough background checks is not just a best practice; it is a crucial step toward ensuring

a safe and successful workplace.

Q: What is the best background check company for small business?

A: The best background check company for small business depends on specific needs, but companies

like GoodHire, Checkr, and HireRight are highly recommended for their comprehensive services and

compliance with regulations.

Q: Why are background checks important for small businesses?

A: Background checks are important for small businesses as they help mitigate risks, ensure

workplace safety, improve hiring decisions, and protect the company's reputation.



Q: How long does a background check take?

A: The duration of a background check can vary based on the provider and the type of checks being

conducted, but most reputable companies offer results within a few days.

Q: What should I look for in a background check company?

A: When selecting a background check company, look for comprehensive services, quick turnaround

times, compliance with laws, strong customer support, and positive reviews from other users.

Q: Are background checks required by law?

A: While background checks are not universally required by law, certain industries and positions may

mandate them for compliance purposes, and they are often considered best practice for hiring.

Q: Can I conduct a background check on my own?

A: While you can conduct a basic background check using public records, it is advisable to use a

professional service for comprehensive results and compliance with applicable laws.

Q: What types of checks are included in a background check?

A: A background check can include criminal history, employment verification, education verification,

credit history, and reference checks, among other services.

Q: How much do background checks cost for small businesses?

A: The cost of background checks can vary widely depending on the provider and the types of checks

requested, typically ranging from $30 to $100 per check.



Q: Can a candidate dispute the results of a background check?

A: Yes, candidates have the right to dispute inaccurate information found in a background check and

should be informed of their rights under the Fair Credit Reporting Act.

Q: What happens if a background check reveals negative information?

A: If a background check reveals negative information, the employer must provide the candidate with a

copy of the report and a summary of their rights, allowing them an opportunity to respond before

making a final hiring decision.
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  best background check company for small business: Public Relations Business , 2012-07-15
Campaign for Your Success! The explosion of media opportunities and the rapidly changing
communications landscape have served as key drivers for the public relations industry, creating
huge opportunities for communications and PR specialists like you! Coaching you all the way, the
experts at Entrepreneur show you how to parlay your PR experience into a successful new business.
Our experts take you step by step from building the business foundation to managing day-to-day
operations. Learn how to set up your firm, choose your market niche, prospect and sign clients, build
media relationships, set fees, and more! Plus, gain priceless insight, tips, and techniques from
practicing entrepreneurs and industry experts! Learn how to: Set up your own PR firm Choose your
market niche Win over, sign, and keep clients Build strong, well-planned campaigns using the latest
tools of the trade Develop prosperous relationships and partnerships Boost profits by expanding
your business And more Go from public relations pro to CEO! Start your own public relations firm
today! The First Three Years In addition to industry specific information, you’ll also tap into
Entrepreneur’s more than 30 years of small business expertise via the 2nd section of the guide -
Start Your Own Business. SYOB offers critical startup essentials and a current, comprehensive view
of what it takes to survive the crucial first three years, giving your exactly what you need to survive
and succeed. Plus, you’ll get advice and insight from experts and practicing entrepreneurs, all
offering common-sense approaches and solutions to a wide range of challenges. • Pin point your
target market • Uncover creative financing for startup and growth • Use online resources to
streamline your business plan • Learn the secrets of successful marketing • Discover digital and
social media tools and how to use them • Take advantage of hundreds of resources • Receive vital
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forms, worksheets and checklists • From startup to retirement, millions of entrepreneurs and small
business owners have trusted Entrepreneur to point them in the right direction. We’ll teach you the
secrets of the winners, and give you exactly what you need to lay the groundwork for success.
BONUS: Entrepreneur’s Startup Resource Kit! Every small business is unique. Therefore, it’s
essential to have tools that are customizable depending on your business’s needs. That’s why with
Entrepreneur is also offering you access to our Startup Resource Kit. Get instant access to
thousands of business letters, sales letters, sample documents and more – all at your fingertips!
You’ll find the following: The Small Business Legal Toolkit When your business dreams go from idea
to reality, you’re suddenly faced with laws and regulations governing nearly every move you make.
Learn how to stay in compliance and protect your business from legal action. In this essential toolkit,
you’ll get answers to the “how do I get started?” questions every business owner faces along with a
thorough understanding of the legal and tax requirements of your business. Sample Business Letters
1000+ customizable business letters covering each type of written business communication you’re
likely to encounter as you communicate with customers, suppliers, employees, and others. Plus a
complete guide to business communication that covers every question you may have about
developing your own business communication style. Sample Sales Letters The experts at
Entrepreneur have compliled more than 1000 of the most effective sales letters covering
introductions, prospecting, setting up appointments, cover letters, proposal letters, the all-important
follow-up letter and letters covering all aspects of sales operations to help you make the sale,
generate new customers and huge profits.
  best background check company for small business: Rich Nurse How to Start A Nursing
Business Patrice M Foster, 2020-04-25 Nurses do you have desired to start something big? Why not
start a nursing agency now, Guarantee your side hustle can turn into a 2nd career and give you the
freedom you deserve. Don't work for the agency be your own boss, it's all here in this book Rich
Nurse How to Start A Nursing Business (Starting a Nursing Agency). No time to be afraid.
Everything is here for you such as link for real hospital sample contract you can use, bidding rates
and many more. You have to act fast or continue to work for that staffing agency.
  best background check company for small business: Scam Me If You Can Frank Abagnale,
2019-08-27 Are you at risk of being scammed? Former con artist and bestselling author of Catch Me
If You Can Frank Abagnale shows you how to stop scammers in their tracks. Maybe you're
wondering how to make the scam phone calls stop. Perhaps someone has stolen your credit card
number. Or you've been a victim of identity theft. Even if you haven't yet been the target of a crime,
con artists are always out there, waiting for the right moment to steal your information, your money,
and your life. As one of the world's most respected authorities on the subjects of fraud, forgery, and
cyber security, Frank Abagnale knows how scammers work. In Scam Me If You Can, he reveals the
latest tricks that today's scammers, hackers, and con artists use to steal your money and personal
information--often online and over the phone. Using plain language and vivid examples, Abagnale
reveals hundreds of tips, including: The best way to protect your phone from being hacked The only
time you should ever use a debit card The one type of photo you should never post on social media
The only conditions under which you should use WiFi networks at the airport The safest way to use
an ATM With his simple but counterintuitive rules, Abagnale also makes use of his insider intel to
paint a picture of cybercrimes that haven't become widespread yet.
  best background check company for small business: The Wall Street Journal. Complete
Small Business Guidebook Colleen DeBaise, 2009-12-29 Because starting a small business is not
only a huge financial risk but also a complete lifestyle change, anyone who wants to be his or her
own boss needs to approach entrepreneurship thoughtfully and with careful planning. That’s why
there is no better resource than The Wall Street Journal Complete Small Business Guidebook, a
practical guide for turning your entrepreneurial dreams into a successful company, from America’s
most trusted source of financial advice. It answers would-be business owners’ biggest question—how
do I fund my venture?—then explains the mechanics of building, running and growing a profitable
business. You’ll learn: • How to write a winning business plan • Secrets to finding extra money



during the lean years and beyond • Ways to keep your stress in check while maintaining a work/life
balance • How to manage your time, including taking vacations and dealing with sick days •
Strategies for keeping your business running smoothly—from investing in technology to hiring the
right people • Marketing and management basics • When angel investors or venture capital might
be an appropriate way to grow • How to execute your exit strategy Running the show may not
always be easy, but the rewards can be tremendous. You may be on the job 24/7, but you have the
freedom to call the shots, to hire whomever you want, to work when you want and to take your
business as far as you want to go.
  best background check company for small business: The Florida Landlord's Manual
Thomas J. Lucier, 2002-11 All of the need-to-know information, nitty-gritty details, step-by-step
checklists, ready-to-use agreements, forms, notices and letters and practical advice that Florida's
do-it-yourself residential landlords and property management professionals need to know about in
order to run a profitable rental housing business.
  best background check company for small business: Small Business Information Security
Richard Kissel, 2010-08 For some small businesses, the security of their information, systems, and
networks might not be a high priority, but for their customers, employees, and trading partners it is
very important. The size of a small business varies by type of business, but typically is a business or
organization with up to 500 employees. In the U.S., the number of small businesses totals to over
95% of all businesses. The small business community produces around 50% of our nation¿s GNP and
creates around 50% of all new jobs in our country. Small businesses, therefore, are a very important
part of our nation¿s economy. This report will assist small business management to understand how
to provide basic security for their information, systems, and networks. Illustrations.
  best background check company for small business: Entrepreneur and Small Business
Problem Solver William A. Cohen, 2006-02-24 A new, revised edition of the classic guide
forentrepreneurs For more than a decade, The Entrepreneur and SmallBusiness Problem Solver has
been the go-to resource forbudding entrepreneurs and small business owners alike. Now in itsThird
Edition, this classic has been revised and updated to meetthe needs of the modern reader in today's
fast-paced businessenvironment. Covering everything from getting a start-up loan tointroducing a
new product, this comprehensive guide shows you howto deal with the common problems every
small business faces-withouthiring expensive outside help. This handy guide is packed with the kind
of essential,down-to-earth advice everyone running a small businessneeds-whether you need help
with your business plan or collecting asmall debt. This new Third Edition features new information
on taxlaw changes, technological advances, and changes in governmentservices, and includes an
entirely new chapter on Internetmarketing and e-commerce. Focused on practicality, the book
alsofeatures downloadable, chapter-ending worksheets that will help youretain what you learned and
implement it correctly. A truly uniquesource for sound business guidance, The Entrepreneur
andSmall Business Problem Solver, Third Edition is aninvaluable reference that every business
owner needs. Inside, you'll find world-class guidance on these topics andmore: How and where to
find start-up capital Insuring your business Extending credit and collecting debts Financial
record-keeping Carrying out marketing research Pricing products and services Marketing and
advertising your business Doing business and marketing online Recruiting and managing employees
Protecting your business and avoiding rip-offs
  best background check company for small business: Start Your Own Public Relations
Business Jacquelyn Lynn, 2009-03-03 Campaign for Your Success! The explosion of media
opportunities and the rapidly changing communications landscape have served as key drivers for the
public relations industry, creating huge opportunities for communications and PR specialists like
you! Coaching you all the way, the experts at Entrepreneur show you how to parlay your PR
experience into a successful new business. Our experts take you step by step from building the
business foundation to managing day-to-day operations. Learn how to set up your firm, choose your
market niche, prospect and sign clients, build media relationships, set fees, and more! Plus, gain
priceless insight, tips, and techniques from practicing entrepreneurs and industry experts! Learn



how to: Set up your own PR firm Choose your market niche Win over, sign, and keep clients Build
strong, well-planned campaigns using the latest tools of the trade Develop prosperous relationships
and partnerships Boost profits by expanding your business And more Go from public relations pro to
CEO! Start your own public relations firm today!
  best background check company for small business: Competitive Advantage-Fixing Small
Business Security And Safety Problems Bill Wise Cpp, 2008-12 Competitive Advantage - NEW THIRD
EDITION! Where you can learn how the loss prevention policies, procedures and programs used by
large international corporations can be adapted to fit any sized organization...even yours! Can your
business gain a Competitive Advantage through a Loss Prevention Program? Every business with
employees, retail customers, deals with cash and inventory; factors in shrink as an ordinary business
write-off. This planned loss can be greatly minimized through proper loss prevention tactics and
tools. The result is an increase in dollars to the bottom line. Businesses that generate more profits
gain a Competitive Advantage! This book will tell you how to do it. As a business owner, it's the best
$39.95 you will ever spend!
  best background check company for small business: Recalculating, 97+ Experts on
Driving Small Business Growth JoAnn Mills Laing, Donald P. Mazzella, 2016-10-10
RECALCULATING, 97 EXPERTS ON DRIVING SMALL BUSINESS GROWTH offers strategic,
tactical, tested solutions to a variety of problems and from a multitude of expert sources. These
senior-level contributors are sector stakeholders, advisors, and practitioners. Their chosen topics
address the most common issues, problems, and opportunities identified, continuously requested by
readers to the editors of Small Business Digest during the past 15+ years. Many of the solutions
have come from experts who have appeared in SBD’s publications, radio programs, and conferences.
They were asked to write special 1000-word contributions for the book based on their expertise.
Among the companies represented by senior level contributors are HP, Yellow Pages, Staples,
GoDaddy, and Intuit. Topics covered range from better sales management to moving to the cloud to
better financing options. Space is also devoted to management problems, benefits needs, and
leadership issues. Each contributor brings a unique slant to common and not so common questions
involving finance, sales, marketing, operation, technology, personnel management, and benefits
maximization. JoAnn M. Laing has 20+ years of experience envisioning, building and leveraging
digital media, technology and information to increase sales, market share and profitability advising
small businesses on how to grow. Ms. Laing is skilled in digital and multi-channel marketing. She
was named a top woman in Silicon Alley and included in Folio’s Top Women in Digital Media. Donald
P. Mazzella is COO and Editorial Director of Information Strategies, Inc. (ISI), a company that helps
small business managers, HR professionals, and healthcare industry stakeholders improve profits.
He currently oversees an Internet publication network with more than 4.5 million opt-in small
business readers and a million more stakeholders in HR and healthcare. His latest book is An
American Family Sampler from ibooks, Inc.; he co-authored a book on marketing to small business,
The Janus Principle, Focusing Your Company On Selling To Small Business.
  best background check company for small business: Small Business Investment
Companies United States. Small Business Administration. Office of Finance and Investment, 1988
  best background check company for small business: Advising the Small Business Jean L.
Batman, 2007
  best background check company for small business: Small business : SBA could better
focus its 8(a) program to help firms obtain contracts : report to the Chairman, Committee on Small
Business, U.S. Senate ,
  best background check company for small business: Small Business Programs
Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 1997 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small
Business, 1997
  best background check company for small business: Export America , 2002
  best background check company for small business: Ultimate Small Business Marketing
Guide James Stephenson, 2007-01-01 The second edition of this comprehensive guide introduces



new marketing, advertising, sales and public relations techniques to the 1,500 proven ideas from the
first edition. It adds dozens of new high-tech strategies required to stay one step ahead in today’s
highly competitive global marketplace. Off- and online resources have been updated and new
ones—including blogs and new websites—have been added.
  best background check company for small business: 220 Best Franchises to Buy The
Philip Lief Group, Lynie Arden, 2010-02-24 Today's economic climate, dominated by corporate giants
and chains, can be a tough place for a new face, but buying a franchise is the best opportunity for a
budding entrepreneur. 220 Best Franchises to Buy, revised and updated with all-new franchise
ideas, shows you how to get in on the ground floor--and how to reap the benefits of running your
own business without running all the risks. Here are all the facts you need to make an informed
decision about the franchise operation that best suits your professional goals, financial resources,
and personal needs. The book features a step-by-step breakdown of potentially confusing areas such
as financial responsibilities and licensing fees. You'll also learn about what kind of training and
marketing to expect for your money, and how to negotiate a contract in your favor. This new edition
of a business classic has been completely updated and revised to include franchise opportunities for
the new millennium--everything from advertising to the fastest-growing chains of health clubs. With
over fifty thousand copies in print, 220 Best Franchises to Buy is one of the most trusted sources of
franchise information for today's entrepreneurs.
  best background check company for small business: The Lawyer's Guide to Fact Finding on
the Internet Carole A. Levitt, Mark E. Rosch, 2006 Written for legal professionals, this
comprehensive desk reference lists, categorizes and describes hundreds of free and fee-based
Internet sites. You'll find it useful for investigations, depositions, and trial presentations, as well as
company and medical research, gathering competitive intelligence, finding expert witnesses, and
fact checking of all kinds.
  best background check company for small business: Starting a Business All-In-One For
Dummies Consumer Dummies, 2015-04-27 All the practical advice you need for starting a business
Starting a business? Don't sweat it! Reflecting today's unique opportunities and challenges, Starting
a Business All-In-One For Dummies is packed with everything you need to manage your personal and
business risks and successfully navigate your first year in business. Written in plain English and
packed with simple, step-by-step instructions, it shows you how to start up your dream business
from scratch, write a winning business plan, secure financing, manage your risks successfully,
navigate your first year of operation, and much more! The information inside is amassed from 11
bestselling For Dummies books, covering everything from franchising and home-based businesses to
bookkeeping, accounting, branding, and marketing. If you're a go-getter looking for a way to launch
a great idea and be your own boss, Starting a Business All-In-One For Dummies prepares you to beat
the odds and become successful in your sector. Covers proven strategies on successfully branding
and marketing your business Includes step-by-step guidance on keeping on top of the books Provides
coverage of employee engagement and motivating employees Offers helpful hints for overcoming
obstacles in starting a business Whether you're an aspiring entrepreneur or an expert looking to
innovate, Starting a Business All-In-One For Dummies is the only reference you'll need to start a
business from the ground up.
  best background check company for small business: The Big(ger) Picture Marshall Wood,
2014-06-03 The Big(ger) Picture is a call for Christians everywhere to choose the Word of God as
their only basis for Christian living.
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