
70s womens business suits
70s womens business suits represented a significant evolution in fashion, marking a shift towards
empowerment and professionalism for women in the workplace. This era saw the emergence of
tailored suits that not only embraced femininity but also challenged traditional gender roles. The
1970s were a dynamic time characterized by bold colors, innovative fabrics, and striking designs
that conveyed strength and confidence. In this article, we will explore the history and significance of
70s womens business suits, the styles that defined the decade, key fashion icons, and how these
suits have influenced contemporary fashion.

To provide a comprehensive overview, we will also delve into the materials used, the cultural context
of the time, and tips on how to incorporate vintage elements into modern wardrobes. This
exploration will highlight the enduring legacy of 70s womens business suits in today’s fashion
landscape.
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Historical Context of 70s Womens Business Suits
The 1970s was a transformative decade for women, particularly in the workforce. With the rise of
the feminist movement and an increasing number of women entering the professional sphere, there
was a growing demand for clothing that reflected their new roles. The introduction of the Equal
Rights Amendment and the push for gender equality in various sectors led to a need for business
attire that combined professionalism with femininity.

Prior to the 70s, women’s business wear often consisted of conservative dresses and skirts, which
did not afford the same level of comfort or authority as menswear. However, the 70s witnessed a
revolution in women’s fashion, where suits became synonymous with power and independence.
Designers began crafting suits that allowed women to express their identity while asserting their
presence in the workplace.



Key Styles and Trends
During the 1970s, womens business suits came in a variety of styles, each reflecting the cultural
zeitgeist of the era. Key trends included the use of bold colors, oversized lapels, and unique
silhouettes. The two-piece suit became a staple, often featuring a fitted blazer paired with either a
pencil skirt or trousers.

Some of the most notable styles included:

Blazers with Wide Lapels: These were often adorned with distinctive patterns and colors,
making a statement while maintaining professionalism.

Pant Suits: As women embraced trousers in the workplace, pant suits gained popularity,
offering both comfort and style.

Maxi Skirts and A-Line Shapes: Longer skirts became fashionable, often paired with
tailored blazers for a polished look.

Power Suits: Characterized by their strong cuts and bold colors, these suits were designed to
convey authority and confidence.

These styles not only catered to the aesthetic preferences of the time but also symbolized the
empowerment of women in professional settings.

Materials Used in 70s Business Suits
The choice of materials in 70s womens business suits was pivotal in defining their look and feel.
Designers utilized a diverse range of fabrics, each contributing to the overall aesthetic of the suits.
Common materials included:

Wool: A classic choice for tailored suits, wool offered warmth and structure.

Polyester: Popular for its durability and ease of care, polyester blends often featured vibrant
colors and patterns.

Silk: Used for linings and details, silk added a touch of luxury to business suits.

Cotton Blends: These provided comfort and breathability, making them ideal for all-day wear.

Each fabric choice contributed to the versatility and style of 70s womens business suits, allowing
women to mix and match pieces for various occasions.

Iconic Figures and Their Influence
The 70s also saw the rise of several influential women who became fashion icons and advocates for
women’s rights. Figures like Gloria Steinem and Diane von Furstenberg not only made waves in



their respective fields but also set fashion trends that resonated with the feminist movement. Their
personal styles often included tailored suits that embodied both femininity and authority.

Moreover, Hollywood actresses like Jane Fonda and Liza Minnelli showcased stunning business
attire that inspired many. Fonda, through her roles in films, often donned sharp suits that conveyed
confidence, while Minnelli brought a theatrical flair to her fashion choices. These women played a
crucial role in popularizing the 70s suit style, demonstrating that women could be both fashionable
and powerful.

Modern Interpretations of 70s Business Suits
Today, the legacy of 70s womens business suits continues to influence contemporary fashion.
Modern designers are revisiting these styles, incorporating elements of the 70s into their collections.
The resurgence of vintage fashion has led to a renewed interest in the tailored suit, with many
women opting for retro-inspired pieces that reflect the boldness of the era.

To incorporate 70s elements into modern wardrobes, consider the following tips:

Opt for Tailored Fits: Choose blazers and trousers that offer a structured silhouette,
reminiscent of the 70s power suit.

Play with Colors: Embrace bold hues and patterns, integrating them into your business attire
for a vibrant look.

Mix and Match: Combine vintage pieces with contemporary ones to create unique outfits that
honor both eras.

Accessorize Wisely: Incorporate 70s-inspired accessories, such as statement earrings or
oversized bags, to complete your look.

By blending vintage styles with modern trends, women can create outfits that are not only stylish
but also empowering.

Conclusion
In summary, 70s womens business suits were more than just clothing; they represented a cultural
shift towards gender equality and female empowerment. The styles, materials, and influence of
iconic figures from this era have left a lasting legacy in the fashion industry. As contemporary
fashion continues to evolve, the essence of the 70s can still be seen, reminding us of the strides
women have made in the workplace and the role that fashion plays in expressing identity and
confidence. By embracing elements of this vibrant decade, women today can honor the past while
paving the way for the future in professional attire.

Q: What were the defining features of 70s womens business



suits?
A: The defining features of 70s womens business suits included tailored blazers with wide lapels,
fitted trousers, bold colors, and unique patterns. The styles often combined femininity with a
professional edge, allowing women to express their individuality while asserting their presence in
the workplace.

Q: How did the feminist movement influence 70s womens
business suits?
A: The feminist movement significantly influenced 70s womens business suits by advocating for
women's rights and equality in the workforce. This led to a demand for clothing that reflected
women's empowerment, resulting in the design of suits that combined traditional masculine
elements with feminine touches.

Q: What materials were commonly used in the production of
70s womens business suits?
A: Common materials used in 70s womens business suits included wool for its structure, polyester
for durability, silk for luxury and lining, and cotton blends for comfort. These materials contributed
to the versatility and style of the suits, making them suitable for various occasions.

Q: Who were some of the fashion icons of the 70s that
influenced womens business suits?
A: Prominent fashion icons of the 70s included Gloria Steinem, Jane Fonda, Diane von Furstenberg,
and Liza Minnelli. These women not only set trends with their personal styles but also used their
platforms to advocate for women's rights, thereby influencing the fashion landscape of the time.

Q: How can I incorporate 70s style into my modern wardrobe?
A: To incorporate 70s style into your modern wardrobe, opt for tailored fits in blazers and trousers,
play with bold colors and patterns, mix vintage pieces with contemporary items, and accessorize
with statement jewelry reminiscent of the era.

Q: What was the impact of 70s womens business suits on
contemporary fashion?
A: The impact of 70s womens business suits on contemporary fashion is seen in the continued
popularity of tailored suits, the embrace of bold colors and patterns, and the influence of vintage
styles. Many modern designers draw inspiration from the 70s, showcasing how the era's fashion still
resonates today.



Q: Were there any particular brands that were known for 70s
womens business suits?
A: Yes, several brands were known for their 70s womens business suits, including Yves Saint
Laurent, whose Le Smoking tuxedo suit became iconic, and Diane von Furstenberg, recognized for
her wrap dresses and tailored designs that empowered women in the workplace.

Q: What role did Hollywood play in popularizing 70s womens
business suits?
A: Hollywood played a significant role in popularizing 70s womens business suits by showcasing
them in films and television. Actresses wearing stylish suits in prominent roles helped shape public
perception and acceptance of women in power-dressing, influencing fashion trends across the
country.

Q: Can vintage 70s business suits be found today?
A: Yes, vintage 70s business suits can be found today in thrift stores, vintage boutiques, and online
marketplaces. Many people appreciate the unique styles and quality of these suits, making them
sought-after items for both collectors and fashion enthusiasts.

Q: How did the 70s business suit differ from previous decades?
A: The 70s business suit differed from previous decades by embracing bolder styles, colors, and
silhouettes. Unlike the more conservative cuts of earlier years, the 70s suits featured fitted blazers,
relaxed trousers, and a mix of masculine and feminine elements, reflecting the changing social
attitudes towards women in the workplace.

70s Womens Business Suits
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  70s womens business suits: American Family of the 1970s Paper Dolls Tom Tierney,
2001-12-01 From the era that gave the world an energy crisis, runaway inflation, punk rock, and
Saturday Night Fever comes this vibrant collection of styles from the 1970s. A lively American family
of paper dolls models the decade's distinctive fashions in a nostalgic tribune to a time when
everyone wanted to have a Nice Day. Seven dolls — a mother and father, their four children, and
son-in-law — are accompanied by wardrobes appropriate for work, school, jogging, skiing,
skateboarding, dancing, and a wedding. Garments include a string bikini, colorful T-shirts, a
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polyester business suit with wide lapels and flared cuffs, hot pants, knee-high patent leather books,
bell-bottoms, pantsuits, a disco dress with spaghetti straps, a Chanel-style suit, tuxedos, a
floor-length wedding gown with a fitted bodice, and much more. Sure to delight collectors and paper
doll enthusiasts of all ages, this fashion retrospective will also appeal to anyone with fond memories
of the 1970s.
  70s womens business suits: The Ultimate 70s Collection John Romero, Mark Bussler, Philip
Oliver, Jim Bagley, Gary Bracey, Trip Hawkins, 2023-08-01 How do you remember the seventies?
Whether it's as the Me Decade, the heatwave of 1976, or the Winter of Discontent, you'll find
something in these pages to stir up nostalgia for the pop culture that defined the decade! Cinemas
were showing groundbreaking movies, from Star Wars and Suspiria to Smokey and the Bandit, and
TV programming was in its golden age with children's classics like Jamie and the Magic Torch and
the satirical Abigail's Party, all played out on brand-new color TV sets. Then came the first-ever
videogame consoles -- the Magnavox Odyssey, or the Atari 2600 -- and along with it, Pong. In
Ultimate 70s Collection, you'll read and remember (or imagine!) what life was like in this
momentous decade filled with iconic toys, trends, music, movies, celebrities, and other pop culture
phenomena. Filled with fascinating articles, high-quality photography, and so much more, take a trip
down memory lane and rediscover the most notable developments of the seventies!
  70s womens business suits: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History Nancy
Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an understanding of
the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the present. Entries
cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and language. Why could hula
hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the 1950s? What murdered
Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in 1914? This book
answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most captivating trends that
have defined American popular culture since before the country began. Entries are well-researched
and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful historical overview of the
decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in common with the past. It also
contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography, plus suggestions for further
reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will enjoy discovering trends
through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  70s womens business suits: Sex and Unisex Jo B. Paoletti, 2015-02-27 Notorious as much for
its fashion as for its music, the 1960s and 1970s produced provocative fashion trends that reflected
the rising wave of gender politics and the sexual revolution. In an era when gender stereotypes were
questioned and dismantled, and when the feminist and gay rights movements were gaining
momentum and a voice, the fashion industry responded in kind. Designers from Paris to Hollywood
imagined a future of equality and androgyny. The unisex movement affected all ages, with adult
fashions trickling down to school-aged children and clothing for infants. Between 1965 and 1975,
girls and women began wearing pants to school; boys enjoyed a brief peacock revolution, sporting
bold colors and patterns; and legal battles were fought over hair style and length. However, with the
advent of Diane Von Furstenberg's wrap dress and the launch of Victoria's Secret, by the mid-1980s,
unisex styles were nearly completely abandoned. Jo B. Paoletti traces the trajectory of unisex fashion
against the backdrop of the popular issues of the day—from contraception access to girls'
participation in sports. Combing mass-market catalogs, newspaper and magazine articles, cartoons,
and trade publications for signs of the fashion debates, Paoletti provides a multigenerational study of
the white space between (or beyond) masculine and feminine.
  70s womens business suits: Appearance and Identity L. Negrin, 2008-12-08 This book casts
a critical look at the dominant position that fashion has come to occupy in contemporary society. It
addresses various aspects of fashion in postmodern culture including makeup, cosmetic surgery,
tattoos, ornament in dress and the blurring of gender boundaries.
  70s womens business suits: WOMEN: STEREOTYPES AND ARCHETYPES Manisha Roy,
2019-02-21 The book Women, Stereotypes and Archetypes, by Manisha Roy, explores the complexity



of modern woman’s identity which is no longer supported by convenient but limiting stereotypes.
The book tries to answer following questions : -How do the women handle the confusion arising from
such a loss? -If stereotypes are rejected can understanding of the meaning and function of the
archetypes in human psyche offer the majority of women guidelines to a secure identity? -Is an
American woman's problem of identity different from that of a woman of another culture? -And
finally, where does all this change and crisis lead? Examples from the author’s analytical practice of
40 years and life-long anthropological research and teaching are used to support her observations
and conclusions.
  70s womens business suits: Cincinnati Magazine , 1989-06 Cincinnati Magazine taps into
the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a ringside
seat on the issues shaping the region.
  70s womens business suits: Our Time Is Now Mary Ann Daly M.A., 2015-06-18 Women are
stepping up and making a big difference in the world like never before. Author and psychotherapist
Mary Ann Daly shares an understanding of the the key to this powerful evolution in her book, Our
Time Is Now. Because women innately connect to the world, and each other, through their hearts,
Mary Ann proposes the idea that channeling heart energy is a revolutionary way for women to have
and own their own power. Our Time Is Now inspires women to live intentionally, utilizing the
strength and wisdom of their hearts to make the changes necessary to make our livesand the worlda
better place. This book will teach you to live with intention and higher consciousness, and find your
path to creating the relationships, life and world you desire and deserve. Not only do I recommend
highly a soulful reading of Our Time is Now, I also encourage you to give it as a gift to every woman
you know. Karol Jackowski, best selling author of Ten Fun Things to do Before You Die. Mary Ann
Daly is on a mission to help women everywhere live a life of joy, purpose,and direction. Enjoy!
Adriana Trigiani, bestselling author of Big Stone Gap Mary Ann's insights and her unique
perspectives will inspire you to action. Gale Dreas, author of Toolbox Parenting. An extremely timely
book! Alyce Sorokie, author of Gut Wisdom
  70s womens business suits: Money Mohammad Ashraf, 2020-10-05 This book clarifies some
misunderstandings about money by tying the concept of money to the goods and services sector of
the economy. In addition, it demystifies the process of money creation on the part of central banks.
The phenomenon of money is ubiquitous; it has been around for tens of thousands of years, if not
longer. Indeed, no modern economy could function without money. For many, however, the concept
of money remains elusive. Worse still, misinformation abounds, which leaves the uninitiated
vulnerable to fraud. This lack of understanding has serious policy implications as well. When
policymakers lack a firm grasp of the concept, policy is likely to be flawed and its effects are likely to
be detrimental to the body politic. After providing a brief history of money, the author details the
role of money in the division of labor and specialization, in economic growth, and in an
interconnected world. Throughout the book, he points out the pitfalls of fallacious thinking. In recent
policy debates, such thinking has led to proposals ranging from the re-institution of the gold
standard to supplying limitless money as suggested by Modern Monetary Theory.
  70s womens business suits: Backlash Susan Faludi, 2009-11-18 A new edition of the feminist
classic, with an all-new introduction exploring the role of backlash in the 2016 election and laying
out a path forward for 2020 and beyond Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award •
“Enraging, enlightening, and invigorating, Backlash is, most of all, true.”—Newsday First published
in 1991, Backlash made headlines and became a bestselling classic for its thoroughgoing debunking
of a decadelong antifeminist backlash against women’s advances. A Pulitzer Prize–winning
journalist, Susan Faludi brilliantly deconstructed the reigning myths about the “costs” of women’s
independence—from the supposed “man shortage” to the “infertility epidemic” to “career burnout”
to “toxic day care”—and traced their circulation from Reagan-era politics through the echo
chambers of mass media, advertising, and popular culture. As Faludi writes in a new preface for this
edition, much has changed in the intervening years: The Internet has given voice to a new
generation of feminists. Corporations list “gender equality” among their core values. In 2019, a



record number of women entered Congress. Yet the glass ceiling is still unshattered, women are still
punished for wanting to succeed, and reproductive rights are hanging by a thread. This startling and
essential book helps explain why women’s freedoms are still so demonized and threatened—and
urges us to choose a different future.
  70s womens business suits: The Big Time Michael MacCambridge, 2023-10-10 “Indispensable
history.” –Sally Jenkins, bestselling author of The Right Call A captivating chronicle of the pivotal
decade in American sports, when the games invaded prime time, and sports moved from the margins
to the mainstream of American culture. Every decade brings change, but as Michael MacCambridge
chronicles in THE BIG TIME, no decade in American sports history featured such convulsive cultural
shifts as the 1970s. So many things happened during the decade—the move of sports into prime-time
television, the beginning of athletes’ gaining a sense of autonomy for their own careers, integration
becoming—at least within sports—more of the rule than the exception, and the social revolution that
brought females more decisively into sports, as athletes, coaches, executives, and spectators. More
than politicians, musicians or actors, the decade in America was defined by its most exemplary
athletes. The sweeping changes in the decade could be seen in the collective experience of Billie
Jean King and Muhammad Ali, Henry Aaron and Julius Erving, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Joe Greene,
Jack Nicklaus and Chris Evert, among others, who redefined the role of athletes and athletics in
American culture. The Seventies witnessed the emergence of spectator sports as an ever-expanding
mainstream phenomenon, as well as dramatic changes in the way athletes were paid, portrayed, and
packaged. In tracing the epic narrative of how American sports was transformed in the Seventies, a
larger story emerges: of how America itself changed, and how spectator sports moved decisively on
a trajectory toward what it has become today, the last truly “big tent” in American culture.
  70s womens business suits: Fifty Years of Fashion Valerie Steele, 2000-01-01 Describes top
trends and designers of the past fifty years, including their social and cultural contexts
  70s womens business suits: 用英語追流行 1 空中英語教室, 2016-04-01 ◆內容：時事風潮、科技新知、戶外生活、工作生涯、健康專欄、名
人小傳、美式生活、短篇故事等。 ◆適合高中以上，全民英檢中級及中高級程度。
  70s womens business suits: Violence and Gender Kimberly K. Eby, 2004 Using different
disciplinary approaches, this collection of thoughtful and timely selections focuses on integrating
issues related to violence and gender. Violence and Gender enables readers to learn about these
complex issues so they can work to lessen the occurrence of violence in their personal and
professional lives. The introductory section presents a number of theories of violence that ground
readers in different theories and reasons for violent behavior. The subsequent sections deal with the
topics of gender, youth violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, violence and sports,
and media representation of violence. Because of its comprehensive coverage of many issues, this
book can serve as an excellent resource for sociologists, criminologists, justice administrators,
psychologists, therapists, and those involved in social work.
  70s womens business suits: Hinduism in the Modern World Brian A. Hatcher, 2015-10-05
Hinduism in the Modern World presents a new and unprecedented attempt to survey the nature,
range, and significance of modern and contemporary Hinduism in South Asia and the global
diaspora. Organized to reflect the direction of recent scholarly research, this volume breaks with
earlier texts on this subject by seeking to overcome a misleading dichotomy between an elite,
intellectualist modern Hinduism and the rest of what has so often been misleadingly termed
traditional or popular Hinduism. Without neglecting the significance of modern reformist visions of
Hinduism, this book reconceptualizes the meaning of modern Hinduism both by expanding its
content and by situating its expression within a larger framework of history, ethnography, and
contemporary critical theory. This volume equips undergraduate readers with the tools necessary to
appreciate the richness and diversity of Hinduism as it has developed during the past two centuries.
  70s womens business suits: The Classic Ten Nancy MacDonell Smith, 2003-10-28 Nancy
MacDonell Smith explores the origins, meaning, and remarkable staying power of the ten staples of
feminine fashion: * the little black dress * the white shirt * the cashmere sweater * blue jeans * the
suit * high heels * pearls * lipstick * sneakers * the trench coat Tracing the evolution of each item



from inception to icon status, she reveals the history and social significance of each, from the black
dress's associations with danger and death to the status implications of the classic white shirt.
Incorporating sources from history, literature, magazines, and cinema, as well as her own witty
anecdotes, Smith has created an engaging, informative guide to modern style.
  70s womens business suits: Commerce Reports United States. Bureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce, 1927
  70s womens business suits: Tomorrow, It's Only a Vision Jack Walker, 2021-08-04 This
continuing saga of Jack Walker’s fascinating life story takes the reader inside the Chicago labor
movement and civil rights street activity during the tumultuous 1960s and 1970s and the
anti-Vietnam War protests. The reader will be with Walker as he associates with labor leaders, some
honest and some not. Politicians and judges on the take. He introduces two mafia “juice men” who
shared their daily experiences with him and two other mobsters who ran a call girl ring. His working
relationship with most all the Black leaders in Chicago gives some insight into Black rage of the
time. His years as a civil rights investigator will introduce a small-town mayor who claimed his
school district would never integrate Whites with Negroes and a Minnesota town that went silent on
why the Native American students were pulled out and returned to the reservation. His legal
defenses before administrative law judges and arbitrators left landmark precedents for federal
government workers. Readers will experience his ten years as a practicing alcoholic and his
up-and-down life recovering to go on and become a successful real estate operator, only to lose it all
in bankruptcy and foreclosure, then recover to go on living one day at a time.
  70s womens business suits: Unleash the Girls Lisa Z. Lindahl, 2019-09-10 Named a Kirkus
“Best Books of 2022” “An engrossing account of the entrepreneur—and the bra—that changed
women’s sports.” —Kirkus Reviews “With cogent reflections on American cultural history and the
shifts that laid the groundwork for women’s liberation, Lindahl weaves a narrative that is both
intimate and topical....[A]n inspiring narrative about changing the world through fearless
innovation.” —Publisher’s Weekly, BookLife Prize “…an extraordinary narrative that should be added
to every bookshelf….Lindahl’s five-star account will provide inspiration, comfort, laughter, and
community….” —San Francisco Book Review The 1970s saw women coming into their own, working
hard to create new roles at home and in sports, culture, politics, and business. It was also the start
of the “fitness revolution.” At this unique intersection of feminism and athleticism, Lisa Lindahl’s
game-changing entrepreneurial journey began. She invented the first sports bra, the “Jogbra,” in
1977. It was the right product at the right time, throwing Lisa into a high-stakes world of business
and power—a world for which she was not fully prepared. Unleash the Girls is the improbable story
of a young artist with a disability who used her powers of creativity to solve a vexing problem and
ended up leveling the playing field for girls and women across the globe—literally, unleashing the
girls. Her invention would become a feminist icon and the company she founded would change an
industry. But amid the success, Lisa continued to search for meaning and the true nature of power
and beauty. This is the untold story of the invention of the sports bra and how it changed the world
for girls and women...and, along the way, changed Lisa, too. The sports bra was and is more than a
piece of sporting equipment, it has become a symbol and a vehicle for women and girls to propel
themselves forward without inhibition towards the future that they are creating. —Brandi Chastain,
American retired soccer player, two-time FIFA Women's World Cup champion, two-time Olympic
gold-medalist, coach, and sports broadcaster
  70s womens business suits: Tim Gunn's Fashion Bible Tim Gunn, 2013-09-03 A meticulously
researched history of Western fashion shares authoritative insights into everything from suits and
sportswear to high heels and blue jeans while assessing the contributions of revolutionary designers.
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