
can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks

can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks is a common question among expectant parents as they navigate
through their pregnancy. An anatomy scan, also known as a detailed ultrasound or 20-week scan, is
typically performed during the second trimester to assess the baby's development and detect any potential
abnormalities. However, many wonder if this important examination can be conducted as early as 16
weeks. In this article, we will explore the purpose of an anatomy scan, the timing of the procedure, what
to expect during the scan, and the benefits and limitations of having it performed at 16 weeks. By the end
of this article, you will have a comprehensive understanding of whether an anatomy scan can be done at
this early stage of pregnancy and what to consider if you are scheduled for one.
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Understanding the Anatomy Scan
An anatomy scan is a detailed ultrasound examination that plays a crucial role in prenatal care. This scan is
primarily designed to evaluate the fetus's growth and development, as well as to check for any physical
abnormalities. Typically performed between 18 to 22 weeks of gestation, the anatomy scan allows
healthcare providers to measure the baby's organs, assess the placenta location, and monitor amniotic fluid
levels.

During this scan, various parts of the baby's anatomy are examined, including:

Brain and skull

Heart

Spine



Stomach and intestines

Kidneys and bladder

Limbs and extremities

In addition to assessing physical health, the anatomy scan also provides an opportunity to determine the
baby's sex, if desired. The information gained from this scan is essential for identifying any potential health
issues early, allowing for timely intervention if necessary.

Timing of the Anatomy Scan
Traditionally, the anatomy scan is scheduled between 18 to 22 weeks, which is when the baby's organs are
sufficiently developed to provide clear images. However, many expectant parents ask, "can anatomy scan
be done at 16 weeks?" While technically possible, several factors influence whether this is advisable.

At 16 weeks, the fetus is still growing and developing, and some structures may not be fully formed or
visible. Healthcare providers usually recommend waiting until at least 18 weeks to ensure a more accurate
assessment. Nonetheless, in certain situations, an earlier scan may be warranted.

Reasons for scheduling an anatomy scan at 16 weeks may include:

Previous pregnancy complications

Family history of congenital anomalies

Maternal health concerns

Routine monitoring in high-risk pregnancies

In these cases, healthcare providers may proceed with a scan at 16 weeks to gather necessary information,
even if it is not the standard recommendation.

What to Expect During an Anatomy Scan
Whether performed at 16 weeks or later, an anatomy scan typically follows a similar procedure. Expectant
parents should be prepared for the following:

A transducer will be applied to the abdomen, which emits sound waves to create images of the fetus.



Expect to lie on an examination table, with gel applied to the abdomen to facilitate image capture.

The ultrasound technician will take several measurements and images of the fetus, which may take
30 minutes to an hour.

After the scan, the technician will share some preliminary findings, but a full report will be
provided to the healthcare provider.

It is important to note that while the scan is a non-invasive procedure, some discomfort might be
experienced due to the pressure from the transducer or lying in certain positions for an extended period.

Benefits of an Early Anatomy Scan
Having an anatomy scan at 16 weeks can offer several benefits, especially in specific circumstances. Some of
the advantages include:

Early detection of potential abnormalities that may require further investigation or management.

Opportunity to assess fetal growth and development earlier, which can provide peace of mind for
expectant parents.

Ability to make informed decisions regarding the pregnancy, including planning for additional care
or interventions if necessary.

Even though the scan may not capture all fetal structures as comprehensively as a scan performed later, it
can still provide valuable insights into the pregnancy's progress.

Limitations of an Anatomy Scan at 16 Weeks
Despite the potential benefits, there are notable limitations to consider when undergoing an anatomy scan
at 16 weeks. These include:

Incompleteness of fetal structures, as some organs and body parts may not be fully developed for
accurate assessment.

Increased likelihood of needing a follow-up scan at a later date for comprehensive evaluation.

Potential for misinterpretation of findings due to the early stage of the scan, which could cause
unnecessary anxiety for parents.



Due to these limitations, healthcare providers may prefer to schedule the anatomy scan closer to the 20-
week mark for a more thorough assessment. Expectant parents should discuss any concerns with their
healthcare provider to determine the best timing for their situation.

Conclusion
In conclusion, while the question can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks can be answered with a yes, it is
essential to weigh the benefits and limitations of scheduling the procedure early in pregnancy. The
anatomy scan plays a vital role in prenatal care, providing insights into the baby's health and development.
However, for the most accurate assessment, the standard recommendation is to wait until 18 to 22 weeks.
Expectant parents should consult their healthcare providers to understand the best approach for their
individual circumstances and ensure the well-being of both mother and baby.

Q: What is the purpose of an anatomy scan?
A: The anatomy scan is designed to assess the baby's growth and development, check for physical
abnormalities, measure various structures, and provide information on the placenta and amniotic fluid
levels.

Q: Can I find out the sex of my baby during the anatomy scan?
A: Yes, if desired, many parents choose to find out the sex of their baby during the anatomy scan, typically
performed between 18 to 22 weeks, although some information may be available at 16 weeks.

Q: Is an anatomy scan safe for the baby?
A: Yes, the anatomy scan is a non-invasive procedure that uses ultrasound technology, which is considered
safe for both the mother and the developing fetus.

Q: What if the anatomy scan at 16 weeks shows potential issues?
A: If potential issues are identified during a 16-week anatomy scan, your healthcare provider will discuss
further testing or follow-up scans to monitor the situation and provide appropriate care.

Q: How long does an anatomy scan take?
A: An anatomy scan typically takes between 30 minutes to an hour, depending on the complexity of the



examination and the number of images required.

Q: Will I need to drink water before the anatomy scan?
A: Generally, it is recommended to have a full bladder for early pregnancy scans, but specific instructions
may vary. It's best to follow your healthcare provider's guidance regarding preparation.

Q: Can I bring someone with me to the anatomy scan?
A: Yes, expectant parents are usually encouraged to bring a partner or support person to the anatomy scan
for emotional support and to share the experience.

Q: What happens if the anatomy scan at 16 weeks is inconclusive?
A: If the anatomy scan at 16 weeks is inconclusive, your healthcare provider may recommend scheduling a
follow-up scan at a later date to obtain clearer images and further assess the baby's development.
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(104.88 MB).
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Topics in Obstetric and Gynecologic
Ultrasound, An Issue of Ultrasound Clinics Phyllis Glanc, 2012-01-28 The application of
ultrasound technology to obstetric and gynacologic issues figures as one of the staples of this
imaging modality. This issue of Ultrasound Clinics features the following articles: Demystifying
Ovarian Cysts; Fetal Measurements and Anatomy; Fetal Echocardiography; Management of
Threatened Miscarriage; Gestational Trophoblastic Diseases; Sonographic Depiction of Ovarian And
Uterine Vasculature; Postmenopausal Endometrial Bleeding; and Pediatric Gynecologic Ultrasound.
Acute Right Lower Quadrant Pain, and Early Anatomy Ultrasound.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: What They Don't Tell You About Having A Baby: An
Obstetrician's Unofficial Guide to Preconception, Pregnancy, and Postpartum Life Dr. Heather
Johnson, 2019-10-18 Bringing a baby into the world is one of the most beautiful, natural parts of life,
but that certainly doesn’t mean it’s easy! Dr. Heather L. Johnson has been a practicing OB-GYN
(obstetrician gynecologist) for 40 years, helping expectant mothers through the pregnancy process
and delivering their babies. In “What They Don’t Tell You About Having a Baby: An Obstetrician’s
Unofficial Guide to Preconception, Pregnancy, and Postpartum Life,” she shares what she has
learned throughout her career to assist parents and parents-to-be of all ages. This guide covers
everything from tips and tricks for a smooth conception, how much caffeine is really okay during
pregnancy, how to survive those first several confusing postpartum weeks and everything in
between. Dr. Johnson shares the lessons she’s learned from years of experience and includes
conversations she’s had with her own patients along with her “Dr. J’s pearls” in an effort to help
others. Babies don’t come with an owner’s manual, but “What They Don’t Tell You About Having a
Baby” is a great start.



  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: The Pregnancy Bible Keith Eddleman, 2003 An
authoritative and up-to-date reference. The Pregnancy Bible combines the knowledge and
experience of medical specialists and family doctors -- all under the direction of practicing and
widely published obstetricians. It follows the complete sequence of fetal development in utero week
by week. Each step is illustrated with full color photography -- many of which are life-size. Dozens of
step-by-step illustrations help make the many aspects of infant care easier to master. In-depth and
highly readable information covers: Nutrition and exercise Cesarean section Planning for a home
birth Options for pain relief Prenatal and postpartum care Coping with emotional changes Taking
care of newborns Preparing a safe environment at home Quick reference gatefold spreads help keep
track of important tests and check-ups for each trimester. Included is an in-depth directory of
specialized tests and procedures available for both mother and child. The Pregnancy Bible is an
extensive, accessible, up-to-the-minute sourcebook of everything expecting parents need to know,
combining the knowledge and experience of many medical specialists and healthcare providers.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: First-Trimester Ultrasound Jacques S.
Abramowicz, Ryan E. Longman, 2023-04-13 This second edition offers a unique and focused study of
the use of ultrasound during the first trimester, a critical time in a fetus’ development. It includes
basic examination guidelines as well as cutting-edge ultrasound modalities, including Doppler and
three-dimensional ultrasound, for the period immediately preceding conception through early
embryology. Fully updated, the text begins with a discussion of the safety and efficacy of diagnostic
ultrasound and the use of this modality for the evaluation and treatment of infertility. Recognized
experts in the field then explore conditions that may interfere with normal conception or
development, including maternal diseases that would benefit from early scanning, elements of
teratology, multiple gestations, ectopic pregnancy, gestational trophoblastic disease, fetal anomalies
and invasive procedures in the first trimester. This edition includes seven new chapters focusing on
the imaging of fetal development, including chapters on the first trimester fetal brain, genitourinary
tract, and diagnosis of fetal genetic syndromes. Numerous illustrations, figures, and online videos
serve as aides for understanding key concepts. First-Trimester Ultrasound, 2e is a valuable resource
for many, in or after training, in obstetrics and gynecology, radiology, emergency medicine, family
medicine and genetics.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Textbook on High-Risk Pregnancy for
Postgraduates Firoza Begum, 2022-10-31 A high-risk pregnancy is one in which a woman and her
foetus face a higher-than-normal chance of experiencing problems. These risks may be due to factors
in the pregnancy itself, or they may stem from pre-existing maternal medical conditions. This book is
a comprehensive guide to the management of high risk pregnancies for postgraduate medical
students. It is an amalgamation of existing literature, current guidelines, and recent advances in
medical technologies. Divided into 22 chapters, the text covers pathophysiology, systematic
investigations, diagnosis, and appropriate management for both maternal and foetal disorders,
helping trainees identify conditions that can make a pregnancy high risk. The book is highly
illustrated with clinical images, diagrams and flowcharts, and features a question paper and
extensive bibliography to assist learning.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: 4d Ultrasound Scans - All you need to know and
more Amanda Whaley,
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Bump 2 Baby Paul McCabe, 2013-07-28 When a
young person becomes pregnant, they may be surprised, excited or anxious, and unsure what to
expect. Whatever they're feeling, this book is here to help guide them through their pregnancy and
birth. Bump 2 Baby is a colourful, easy to use guide which explains everything there is to know
about being pregnant and giving birth. From how to stay healthy, feelings, what happens at a scan,
and life with the baby, it's packed with information and advice for young mums. The journeys of
three characters, all in different circumstances – Dionne, aged 17, Sarah, aged 15 and Louise, aged
20 – bring the book to life and help to make it easy to read and understand. This is the perfect
companion for young mothers-to-be: fun to use, easy to read and full of all the vital information



about pregnancy. It is ideal for midwives, social workers, youth workers, teachers and counsellors to
give to or recommend to the young person they're working with.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: New Technologies and Perinatal Medicine
Moshe Hod, Vincenzo Berghella, Mary D'Alton, Gian Carlo Di Renzo, Eduard Gratacos, Vassilios
Fanos, 2019-11-27 The potential impact of work being conducted in genomics, proteomics, and
metabolomics upon clinical practice for gynecologists is immense but not yet completely
appreciated. This groundbreaking text from international experts examines the newest topics on the
perinatal agenda and gives clinicians a real look into the future via the newest methodologies.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Fetal Echocardiography - E-Book Julia A. Drose,
2009-03-26 Perfect for both the novice learning to perform fetal echocardiography, as well as the
expert needing more details of various anomalies, this comprehensive text/atlas covers everything
you need to know. It incorporates a practical, multidisciplinary approach to diagnosis and
management with contributors from various medical specialties. You'll find complete information on
physiology, detailed guidelines on how to perform a fetal echocardiogram, and highly illustrated
coverage of various congenital heart abnormalities. Full-color images and coverage of the latest
technologies keep you up to date with the latest in this fast-changing field. - How-to details include
scanning protocols, the correct equipment to use, and technical and anatomical limitations. - Normal
anatomy, variants, and common pitfalls in scanning and diagnosis are presented. - Coverage of
congenital heart abnormalities includes how the conditions look on scans, which scanning views and
modalities to use, differential diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment. - Thoroughly covers every topic
on the ARDMS certification exam in fetal echocardiography, making your study more efficient and
effective. - Three new chapters cover first trimester fetal echocardiography, 3D fetal
echocardiography, and fetal intervention, all incorporating the newest technologies and treatments.
- Companion CD features video clips of scanning techniques plus 260 study questions, sortable by
chapter, which you can use to help prepare for the ARDMS certification exam in fetal
echocardiography. - Presents the latest in color and Doppler imaging, demonstrating scanning as it
actually appears in the clinical setting. - Evolve Online Resources includes an image collection of
over 400 illustrations from the text.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Obstetric Care Martin Olsen, 2017-09-21 Textbook
enabling both trainee and experienced obstetricians to achieve exceptional obstetric care and learn
modern management techniques.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Fetal Medicine Chinmayee Ratha, Ashok Khurana,
2022-10-31 This book provides an overview of Fetal Medicine practice focusing on various aspects of
fetal health such as screening for fetal aneuploidies and imaging for fetal anomalies, their basic
management and technological breakthroughs.Although the field of Fetal Medicine is very wide, this
book has condensed the important issues and is written in an easy to read format to simplify
concepts for the readers. Fetal Medicine has emerged as a separate specialization and has an
interdisciplinary appeal for clinicians. With the advent of knowledge and awareness in this field
there are emerging challenges in counseling patients regarding available options. This book aims to
be a ready reference for clinicians in Obstetrics and Radiology who encounter patients with fetal
anomalies, growth disorders, multiple pregnancies and genetic /chromosomal problems. This is a
highly informative and carefully presented book providing insights for clinicians with an interest in
Fetal Medicine
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: DC Dutta's Textbook of Obstetrics Hiralal Konar,
2018-03-31 This ninth edition has been fully revised to provide clinicians and trainees with the latest
information and developments in the field of obstetrics. Beginning with discussion on female
reproductive anatomy, physiological changes in pregnancy, the foetus, placenta and foetal
membranes, the following chapters explain antenatal care and normal labour. The following sections
cover the diagnosis and management of numerous disorders and complications that may occur
during pregnancy and in labour. A complete chapter is dedicated to imaging, amniocentesis and
clinical tests, and the final section presents photographs of instruments, specimens, sonograms, MR



images, and drugs. The book provides guidelines from different professional and academic
organisations including RCOG, ACOG, WHO, FIGO, NICHD, CDC, and NICE. Summary tables,
algorithms, boxes, flowcharts and ‘key points’ are given in each chapter to assist revision. Key points
Fully revised, new edition presenting latest developments in the field of obstetrics Highly illustrated
with clinical photographs and learning tools Provides guidelines from various professional and
academic organisations Previous edition (9789351527237) published in 2015
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Clinical Obstetrics E. Albert Reece, Gustavo F.
Leguizamón, George A. Macones, Arnon Wiznitzer, 2021-03-25 From preconception care through all
aspects of care of the pregnant mother and newborn infant, Clinical Obstetrics provides
comprehensive, authoritative information on today’s obstetrics and maternal-fetal medicine. The
fourth edition has been streamlined with concise chapters summarizing clinical content for busy
practitioners. The eBook provides expanded content and exciting new animations and interactive
decision-making algorithms. Together, the print and eBook offer residents, trainees, and all
obstetrics and maternal-fetal practitioners a comprehensive resource featuring the most up-to-date
guidelines, decision algorithms, and evidence for clinical practice.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Fetal Echocardiography Julia A. Drose, 2010-01-01
Perfect for both the novice learning to perform fetal echocardiography, as well as the expert needing
more details of various anomalies, this comprehensive text/atlas covers everything you need to
know. It incorporates a practical, multidisciplinary approach to diagnosis and management with
contributors from various medical specialties. You'll find complete information on physiology,
detailed guidelines on how to perform a fetal echocardiogram, and highly illustrated coverage of
various congenital heart abnormalities. Full-color images, coverage of the latest technologies, and a
new companion CD keep you up to date with the latest in this fast-changing field. How-to details
include scanning protocols, the correct equipment to use, and technical and anatomical limitations.
Normal anatomy, variants, and common pitfalls in scanning and diagnosis are presented. Coverage
of congenital heart abnormalities includes how the conditions look on scans, which scanning views
and modalities to use, differential diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment. Thoroughly covers every
topic on the ARDMS certification exam in fetal echocardiography, making your study more efficient
and effective. Three new chapters cover first trimester fetal echocardiography, 3D fetal
echocardiography, and fetal intervention, all incorporating the newest technologies and
treatments.Companion CD features video clips of scanning techniques plus 260 study questions,
sortable by chapter, which you can use to help prepare for the ARDMS certification exam in fetal
echocardiography. Presents the latest in color and Doppler imaging, demonstrating scanning as it
actually appears in the clinical setting. Evolve Online Resources includes an image collection of over
400 illustrations from the text.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: DiSaia and Creasman Clinical Gynecologic Oncology
, E- Book William T. Creasman, Robert S Mannel, David G Mutch, Krishnansu Tewari, 2022-06-17
For more than 40 years, DiSaia and Creasman Clinical Gynecologic Oncology has been the leading
reference for diagnosis and treatment of gynecologic cancers, providing physicians and trainees
alike with expert guidance on clinical presentations and management. The fully revised 10th Edition
remains the most readable, most comprehensive text in the field. Under outstanding editorial
leadership from Dr. William Creasman and featuring a who's who list of expert contributing authors,
this authoritative reference is a must-have resource for improving outcomes and providing effective
patient care. - Emphasizes practical clinical presentations and management of commonly seen
problems, making this text an excellent resource for daily decision making. - Provides in-depth
explanations of major topics supplemented with up-to-date references. - Features a new chapter on
Immunotherapy in Gynecologic Malignancies, updated information on invasive cervical cancer, and
significantly revised content on vulvar cancer, with new guidance on micro-staging for sentinels. -
Covers key topics such as precision medicine and new biomarker-driven targeted therapies, cancer
staging, targeted therapy, and immunotherapy. - Includes quick-reference features such as key point
boxes with bulleted lists, highlighted key text, enhanced chapter outlines, clinical algorithms that



review recommended treatment and management options, and additional references online. -
Contains useful appendices covering staging, screening, nutritional therapy, toxicity criteria, blood
component therapy, and radiation therapy. - An ideal comprehensive resource for clinical practice,
personal study, and exam review. - Enhanced eBook version included with purchase. Your enhanced
eBook allows you to access all of the text, figures, and references from the book on a variety of
devices.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Core Curriculum for Interdisciplinary Lactation Care
Lactation Education Accreditation and Approval Review Committee (LEAARC),, Becky Spencer,
Suzanne Hetzel Campbell, Kristina Chamberlain, 2022-09-29 Core Curriculum for Interdisciplinary
Lactation Care continues to be a trustworthy source for lactation-specific information and education
in a thoroughly updated second edition. Published in association with the Lactation Education
Accreditation and Approval Review Committee (LEAARC), it presents the core curriculum required
to practice as a beginning lactation consultant in an easy-to-read format. Written by an
interdisciplinary team of clinical lactation experts, it reflects the current state of practice and offers
evidence-based information regardless of discipline or specialty. The updated Second Edition
includes new information on scientific evidence supporting breastfeeding, the biochemistry of
human milk, breastfeeding multiplies or a preterm infant, lactation and maternal mental health,
breast pathology, and more.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: High Risk: Stories of Pregnancy, Birth, and the
Unexpected Chavi Eve Karkowsky MD, 2020-03-10 A doctor’s revelatory account of pregnancy and
the complexity of reproductive life—and everything we lose when we don’t speak honestly about
women’s health. “My work offers a window into the darkest and lightest corners of people’s lives,
into the extremes of human experience,” writes Dr. Chavi Eve Karkowsky in High Risk, her timely
and unflinching account of working in maternal-fetal medicine—that branch of medicine that
concerns high-risk pregnancies. Whether offering insight into the rise in home births, the alarming
rise in America’s maternal mortality rate, or the history of involuntary sterilization, Karkowsky offers
a window into all that pregnancy, labor, and birth can entail—birth and joy, but also challenge and
loss—illustrating the complexity of reproductive life and the systems that surround it. With historical
insight and journalistic verve, Karkowsky unpacks what is involved for women, for a family, and for
us as a society; and explores what’s at risk when these aspects of medicine remain clouded in
mystery and misinformation.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Quick Hits in Obstetric Anesthesia Roshan
Fernando, Pervez Sultan, Sioned Phillips, 2022-02-07 This book provides easy to follow guidance on
how to manage emergency situations and common problems in obstetric anesthesia. The book
provides different anesthetic recipes for obstetric procedures and describes challenges that will be
encountered on a day-to-day basis. There are trouble-shooting chapters and ‘what to do lists’ for
frequent dilemmas. The book covers obstetric-specific resuscitation and medical emergencies seen
on the labor ward. Antenatal and postpartum complications relating to anesthesia are covered as
well as issues that may arise during follow up of patients who have had neuraxial anesthesia during
delivery. Quick Hits in Obstetric Anesthesia should be used as a cognitive aid for emergency cases
and as a decision-making tool for urgent management plans. It is a guide to common problems and
provides core knowledge to facilitate anesthesia care on labor wards for all grades of anesthetist.
  can anatomy scan be done at 16 weeks: Protocols for High-Risk Pregnancies John T.
Queenan, John C. Hobbins, Catherine Y. Spong, 2010-12-21 Experience and evidence fused for
best-practice management of high-risk pregnancies High-risk pregnancies present life-threatening
challenges to two of your patients: the mother and her fetus. The direct, exemplary guidance in
Protocols for High-Risk Pregnancy enables you to: better understand your patients' conditions devise
optimum management strategies maximize the outcome and minimize the complications for both the
mother and her fetus To enhance clinical relevance, each protocol is written as if the patient were
present. Evidence to support an intervention is given where it exists. The authors' experience
provides additional wise counsel. Key references provide the springboard for a deeper



understanding of a topic. All protocols have been updated. New protocols follow the successful
formula of previous editions. Watch an interview with Dr John T. Queenan and Dr Catherine Y.
Spong here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdgqNUOtnk4
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