
anatomy of a meme
anatomy of a meme is a fascinating exploration into the components that make up one of the
internet's most ubiquitous forms of communication. Memes have transcended their origins as simple
images with captions, evolving into complex vehicles for humor, social commentary, and cultural
expression. Understanding the anatomy of a meme involves dissecting its structure, the psychology
behind its creation and virality, and the various formats and platforms that enable its dissemination.
This article will delve into the critical elements of memes, their historical context, popular types, and
their impact on society, providing a comprehensive overview of this cultural phenomenon.
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Understanding Memes
Memes, a term coined by Richard Dawkins in his 1976 book "The Selfish Gene," originally referred
to units of cultural information that spread from person to person. In the digital age, memes have
transformed primarily into visual formats, often humorous, that convey ideas, jokes, and social
commentary. They can take various forms, including images, videos, and text, and are primarily
shared across social media platforms.

The essence of a meme lies in its ability to resonate with audiences, often reflecting shared
experiences and cultural references. As such, memes serve as a form of social commentary that
encapsulates collective sentiments, making them not just entertaining but also poignant artifacts of
contemporary culture.

The Components of a Meme
The anatomy of a meme can be broken down into several key components that work together to
create its impact. Understanding these elements is crucial for both creators and consumers of
memes.



Visual Elements
Visual elements are the most recognizable part of any meme. They typically consist of images,
videos, or GIFs that capture attention and convey emotion. The choice of visuals is critical, as it sets
the tone for the meme.

Images: Often sourced from pop culture, movies, or viral moments.

Videos: Short clips that can be edited to emphasize comedic or dramatic effects.

GIFs: Looping animations that convey reactions or emotions succinctly.

Text Elements
Text is typically overlaid on visual elements and plays a vital role in delivering the meme's message.
The text can come in various formats, including captions, quotes, or dialogues, and is often designed
to be humorous or relatable.

Top Text: Sets the context or premise of the meme.

Bottom Text: Provides the punchline or conclusion.

Context and Timing
The context in which a meme is created and shared significantly affects its reception. Timing can
enhance a meme's relatability, especially when it relates to current events or trends.

Current Events: Memes that reference timely topics often achieve greater virality.

Cultural Context: Understanding the cultural background of the audience enhances the
meme's impact.

Types of Memes
Memes can be categorized into various types based on their format and content. Each type serves a
different purpose and appeals to different audiences.

Image Macros
Image macros are one of the most common forms of memes, featuring an image with text overlaid.
These are often humorous and rely on familiar cultural references.



Reaction Memes
Reaction memes capture specific emotional responses and are often used to convey feelings in
response to various situations. They can be images or GIFs that depict a person or character's
reaction.

Video Memes
Video memes utilize short clips, often edited for comedic effect. They can include remixes of popular
videos or original content that addresses current trends.

Challenges and Trends
These memes often encourage participation, where users replicate a format or theme, adding their
own spin. Examples include viral dance challenges or photo challenges on social media.

The Psychology of Memes
The psychology behind meme creation and sharing is a rich field of study, as it delves into how
humor, relatability, and social dynamics influence the spread of memes.

Humor and Relatability
Humor is a crucial component of many memes, as it encourages sharing and engagement. Memes
often rely on inside jokes, absurdity, or irony to elicit laughter. Relatability plays a significant role as
well, as memes that reflect shared experiences are more likely to resonate with audiences.

Social Identity and Community
Memes often serve as a means of expressing social identity, allowing individuals to connect with
like-minded communities. Sharing memes can foster a sense of belonging, reinforcing group
dynamics.

The Evolution and Impact of Memes
The evolution of memes has paralleled the growth of the internet and social media. As technology
has advanced, so too have the methods of creating and sharing memes, leading to their proliferation
across various platforms.



Historical Context
Memes have existed long before the internet, but their digital incarnation began with early web
forums. Over time, platforms like Reddit, Tumblr, and Twitter have become breeding grounds for
meme culture, allowing for rapid dissemination and remixing of content.

Societal Impact
The impact of memes on society is profound. They have shaped political discourse, influenced social
movements, and even affected public opinion. Memes can serve as powerful tools for activism,
allowing users to communicate complex ideas quickly and effectively.

Conclusion
Understanding the anatomy of a meme involves examining its visual and textual components, the
context in which it is created, and the psychological factors that drive its popularity. As memes
continue to evolve with technology and culture, they will undoubtedly remain an essential part of
modern communication. Their capacity to entertain, inform, and provoke thought ensures that they
will persist as a dynamic and influential aspect of digital culture.

Q: What is the definition of a meme?
A: A meme is a unit of cultural information or an idea that spreads from person to person, often in a
humorous or relatable visual format, primarily shared via social media.

Q: How do memes become viral?
A: Memes become viral when they resonate with a wide audience through humor, relatability, or
timely references, encouraging sharing across social media platforms.

Q: What are the most common types of memes?
A: The most common types of memes include image macros, reaction memes, video memes, and
challenge memes, each serving different purposes and appealing to various audiences.

Q: Can memes have an impact on society?
A: Yes, memes can significantly impact society by shaping political discourse, influencing social
movements, and acting as vehicles for social commentary.



Q: What role do emotions play in meme sharing?
A: Emotions play a vital role in meme sharing, as relatable and humorous content often elicits
emotional responses that encourage users to share with others.

Q: How have memes evolved over time?
A: Memes have evolved from simple images and text on forums to complex, multimedia content
shared across various social media platforms, reflecting changes in technology and culture.

Q: What makes a meme relatable?
A: A meme is relatable when it reflects shared experiences, emotions, or cultural references that
resonate with a specific audience, making the content more engaging and shareable.

Q: Are memes purely for entertainment?
A: While memes are often humorous, they can also serve serious purposes, such as conveying social
commentary, raising awareness about issues, or promoting activism.

Q: How do cultural references enhance memes?
A: Cultural references enhance memes by providing context and familiarity, allowing audiences to
connect with the content more deeply and engage with it on a personal level.

Q: Do memes have a shelf life?
A: Yes, memes often have a limited shelf life, as trends and cultural references change rapidly.
Memes that reference current events may become outdated quickly, while some classic memes
endure longer.
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significant shift in digital communication and cultural expression. The book dissects the anatomy of
memes, examining their various formats and how they achieve viral spread through social media and
online communication. It also investigates how memes function as a modern form of satire, offering
social commentary and political critique on events and cultural trends. The book traces the evolution
of meme culture, from its theoretical origins to its current widespread use, incorporating
sociological theories of humor and communication. A key aspect is its focus on the satirical function
of memes, uncovering the deeper cultural and political messages embedded within them. You'll learn
how memes can shape public opinion, influence brand marketing, and even drive social movements.
Structurally, the book progresses from defining core meme concepts and analyzing their evolution to
exploring their satirical elements and ethical considerations. It uses a mix of quantitative data and
qualitative analysis to support its arguments. By providing a comprehensive understanding of meme
culture, this book equips readers with insights applicable to various fields, from marketing to
political strategy, while also addressing the challenges of misinformation and ethical dissemination.
  anatomy of a meme: Internet Memes Elian Wildgrove, AI, 2025-03-29 Internet Memes
explores the pervasive influence of internet memes on contemporary culture, examining their
evolution, propagation, and impact. It reveals how these seemingly simple image macros have
become a powerful force in shaping humor, driving conversations, and reflecting the collective
consciousness of the digital age. Memes transcend traditional communication barriers, enabling
rapid dissemination of ideas and influencing perceptions globally. The book highlights their capacity
to shape opinions and even impact political discourse, demonstrating their role as both mirrors and
modifiers of social norms. The book approaches the subject with a mixed-methods analysis,
incorporating qualitative analysis of meme content, quantitative analysis of meme sharing patterns,
and case studies. It traces the evolution of memes from biological metaphors to digital phenomena,
exploring viral spreading, remixing, and adaptation. Later chapters delve into the sociological
impacts of memes, analyzing their role in shaping online communities and influencing political
discourse. Finally, it examines the psychological impacts, discussing how memes influence individual
perceptions, shape emotional responses, and contribute to online identities, culminating in an
ethical discussion of meme usage.
  anatomy of a meme: Origin of Meme Culture: How 4chan Shaped the Modern Internet
LKKKetz Publication, 2025-07-28 Discover the Dark Origins of Meme Culture and How a Single
Website Changed the Internet Forever. Do you ever wonder where memes come from? Or how
internet subcultures went from anonymous jokes to global phenomena? Origin of Meme Culture
takes you deep into the chaotic, controversial, and wildly influential world of 4chan — the
underground imageboard that gave birth to viral trends, internet legends, and digital revolutions. �
In this eye-opening book, you’ll uncover: The secret history of 4chan and how it shaped meme
culture as we know it How anonymous users built movements like Anonymous, Pepe the Frog, and
more The rise of troll culture, shock humor, and digital rebellion How memes evolved from jokes into
tools of influence, protest, and identity The complex legacy of 4chan — both brilliant and
problematic Whether you're a digital native, internet historian, or meme enthusiast, this book will
change how you see the web — and what happens in the shadows behind your screen. � Perfect for
fans of internet culture, online freedom, and social media history. ⚠️ WARNING: This book explores
real internet history — raw, unfiltered, and sometimes disturbing. Get your copy now and unlock the
origin story of the meme world that changed everything.
  anatomy of a meme: The Meme Mastermind Ronald B, 2025-02-09 Memes are weapons—and
they're shaping the world. The Meme Mastermind exposes the hidden forces behind viral content.
Learn how memes manipulate minds, control narratives, and fuel global movements. Psychology &
algorithms that make memes explode Memetic warfare: Turning memes into tools of power Dark
patterns: Exploiting human behavior for viral gain Social engineering: How memes control public
opinion This is your inside look at the viral conspiracy. Take control. Own the game.
  anatomy of a meme: 9GAG: Funny GIF, Meme & Video Navneet Singh, Table of Contents
Introduction to 9GAG What is 9GAG? Origins and History The Rise of Online Meme Culture Anatomy



of a Meme What Makes a Meme Funny? GIFs vs. Memes vs. Videos How 9GAG Curates Viral
Content The Community Behind 9GAG User Interaction and Comments Upvotes, Downvotes, and
Sharing The Role of Humor in Online Communities Categories and Content Types Popular Meme
Formats on 9GAG Trending GIFs and Viral Videos Niche and Subculture Content 9GAG’s Impact on
Internet Culture How 9GAG Influences Social Media Cross-platform Meme Spread Memes as a Form
of Social Commentary Creating Your Own Viral Content Tips for Making Memes and GIFs Tools and
Apps for Meme Creation Navigating Copyright and Attribution Controversies and Challenges Meme
Theft and Copyright Issues The Balance of Humor and Sensitivity Moderation and Community
Guidelines The Future of 9GAG and Meme Culture Emerging Trends in Online Humor The Role of AI
and Automation 9GAG’s Place in the Evolving Digital World
  anatomy of a meme: Joke Origins Nakoa Rainfall, AI, 2025-03-06 Joke Origins delves into the
captivating world of humor, exploring its historical roots and psychological impact. The book
examines why some jokes stand the test of time, while others fade away, revealing how humor
mirrors and molds societies. It posits that a joke's longevity hinges on its historical context,
psychological resonance, and adaptability to social shifts. Did you know that humor theories, such as
incongruity theory, attempt to explain the cognitive processes that make us laugh? The book
investigates these theories, providing insights into why certain jokes trigger a humorous response.
The book begins by laying a foundation in humor theory and historical analysis, then travels through
time, examining jokes from ancient civilizations to the digital age. It considers the cultural
significance of jokes, with case studies of enduring puns and outdated quips. The book also explores
the psychological factors at play, such as emotional response and social context. By drawing from
historical texts, anthropological studies, and psychological research, Joke Origins provides a
framework for understanding the evolution of humor and its reflection of human nature.
  anatomy of a meme: Editing for the Digital Age Thom Lieb, 2015-01-13 A Balanced Approach
for the Modern Writer and Editor Whether working in a traditional newsroom or as a one-person
blogging operation, every good writer needs to become his or her own best editor. Editing for the
Digital Age provides editors and writers with the tools necessary to ensure that published material is
accurate, readable, and complete. Author Thom Lieb provides guidance in copy editing
fundamentals, including correcting grammar, conforming the writing to a style guide, and revising
material so that it is tightly written and clear. The text is designed for today’s digital publishing
landscape and addresses the many issues writers and editors now face on a daily basis—handling
legal issues such as liability, copyright, and libel; writing headlines that will attract readers; creating
multimedia packages to support an article or post; and using various forms of social media to curate
content and connect with audience members. Chapters focus on key areas and themes for editing in
the digital age, and Write Right writing and grammar exercises are woven into every chapter to
progressively build students’ editing skills.
  anatomy of a meme: The World Made Meme Ryan M. Milner, 2018-04-13 How memetic
media—aggregate texts that are collectively created, circulated, and transformed—become a part of
public conversations that shape broader cultural debates. Internet memes—digital snippets that can
make a joke, make a point, or make a connection—are now a lingua franca of online life. They are
collectively created, circulated, and transformed by countless users across vast networks. Most of us
have seen the cat playing the piano, Kanye interrupting, Kanye interrupting the cat playing the
piano. In The World Made Meme, Ryan Milner argues that memes, and the memetic process, are
shaping public conversation. It's hard to imagine a major pop cultural or political moment that
doesn't generate a constellation of memetic texts. Memetic media, Milner writes, offer participation
by reappropriation, balancing the familiar and the foreign as new iterations intertwine with
established ideas. New commentary is crafted by the mediated circulation and transformation of old
ideas. Through memetic media, small strands weave together big conversations. Milner considers
the formal and social dimensions of memetic media, and outlines five basic logics that structure
them: multimodality, reappropriation, resonance, collectivism, and spread. He examines how
memetic media both empower and exclude during public conversations, exploring the potential for



public voice despite everyday antagonisms. Milner argues that memetic media enable the
participation of many voices even in the midst of persistent inequality. This new kind of participatory
conversation, he contends, complicates the traditional culture industries. When age-old gatekeepers
intertwine with new ways of sharing information, the relationship between collective participation
and individual expression becomes ambivalent. For better or worse—and Milner offers examples of
both—memetic media have changed the nature of public conversations.
  anatomy of a meme: Photography Conspiracies Mia Collins, AI, 2025-02-26 Photography
Conspiracies explores the fascinating intersection of photography, true crime, and conspiracy
theories. It delves into how photographs, often perceived as objective records, can be manipulated to
deceive, mislead, or rewrite history. The book examines the power of images, revealing how they can
shape public opinion and become central to photographic mysteries. For example, the book
investigates how photo manipulation has evolved and the psychological vulnerabilities that lead us to
accept fabricated realities. The book progresses methodically, starting with the fundamentals of
image analysis and digital forensics before diving into specific cases. These case studies scrutinize
famous images, including those purported to capture paranormal activity and those used as evidence
in criminal trials. By presenting the original image, context, conspiracy theories, and supporting
evidence, the book provides readers with the tools to critically evaluate photographic claims.
Ultimately, Photography Conspiracies emphasizes the importance of visual literacy and critical
thinking in an image-saturated world.
  anatomy of a meme: The Handbook of Media Education Research Divina Frau-Meigs,
Sirkku Kotilainen, Manisha Pathak-Shelat, Michael Hoechsmann, Stuart R. Poyntz, 2020-09-04 Over
the past forty years, media education research has emerged as a historical, epistemological and
practical field of study. Shifts in the field—along with radical transformations in media technologies,
aesthetic forms, ownership models, and audience participation practices—have driven the
application of new concepts and theories across a range of both school and non-school settings. The
Handbook on Media Education Research is a unique exploration of the complex set of practices,
theories, and tools of media research. Featuring contributions from a diverse range of
internationally recognized experts and practitioners, this timely volume discusses recent
developments in the field in the context of related scholarship, public policy, formal and non-formal
teaching and learning, and DIY and community practice. Offering a truly global perspective, the
Handbook focuses on empirical work from Media and Information Literacy (MIL) practitioners from
around the world. The book’s five parts explore global youth cultures and the media, trans-media
learning, media literacy and scientific controversies, varying national approaches to media research,
media education policies, and much more. A ground breaking resource on the concepts and theories
of media research, this important book: Provides a diversity of views and experiences relevant to
media literacy education research Features contributions from experts from a wide-range of
countries including South Africa, Finland, India, Italy, Brazil, and many more Examines the history
and future of media education in various international contexts Discusses the development and
current state of media literacy education institutions and policies Addresses important contemporary
issues such as social media use; datafication; digital privacy, rights, and divides; and global cultural
practices. The Handbook of Media Education Research is an invaluable guide for researchers in the
field, undergraduate and graduate students in media studies, policy makers, and MIL practitioners.
  anatomy of a meme: Fake News Melissa Zimdars, Kembrew Mcleod, 2020-02-18 New
perspectives on the misinformation ecosystem that is the production and circulation of fake news.
What is fake news? Is it an item on Breitbart, an article in The Onion, an outright falsehood
disseminated via Russian bot, or a catchphrase used by a politician to discredit a story he doesn't
like? This book examines the real fake news: the constant flow of purposefully crafted, sensational,
emotionally charged, misleading or totally fabricated information that mimics the form of
mainstream news. Rather than viewing fake news through a single lens, the book maps the various
kinds of misinformation through several different disciplinary perspectives, taking into account the
overlapping contexts of politics, technology, and journalism. The contributors consider topics



including fake news as “disorganized” propaganda; folkloric falsehood in the “Pizzagate” conspiracy;
native advertising as counterfeit news; the limitations of regulatory reform and technological
solutionism; Reddit's enabling of fake news; the psychological mechanisms by which people make
sense of information; and the evolution of fake news in America. A section on media hoaxes and
satire features an oral history of and an interview with prankster-activists the Yes Men, famous for
parodies that reveal hidden truths. Finally, contributors consider possible solutions to the complex
problem of fake news—ways to mitigate its spread, to teach students to find factually accurate
information, and to go beyond fact-checking. Contributors Mark Andrejevic, Benjamin Burroughs,
Nicholas Bowman, Mark Brewin, Elizabeth Cohen, Colin Doty, Dan Faltesek, Johan Farkas, Cherian
George, Tarleton Gillespie, Dawn R. Gilpin, Gina Giotta, Theodore Glasser, Amanda Ann Klein, Paul
Levinson, Adrienne Massanari, Sophia A. McClennen, Kembrew McLeod, Panagiotis Takis Metaxas,
Paul Mihailidis, Benjamin Peters, Whitney Phillips, Victor Pickard, Danielle Polage, Stephanie Ricker
Schulte, Leslie-Jean Thornton, Anita Varma, Claire Wardle, Melissa Zimdars, Sheng Zou
  anatomy of a meme: Anatomy Trains Thomas W. Myers, 2023-01-03 Cette nouvelle édition en
langue française du best-seller mondial,Anatomy Trains®, va transformer et éclairer votre
perception desréseaux myofasciaux.Anatomy Trains® élargit l'approche de l'anatomietraditionnelle
du concept structurel musculosquelettiquepour construire un nouveau monde reposant surle fascia.
Cet ouvrage met l'accent sur le principed'intégrité et de continuité corporelle fonctionnelleexercé au
sein du réseau myofascial. L'auteur comparele corps humain à des lignes de chemin de ferpour
expliquer ce phénomène qui contribue à lacompensation posturale et la stabilité du mouvement.A
partir de la cartographie des méridiens du corpshumain, il décrit :• les indices visuels permettant de
reconnaîtreles formes de compensation et de repérer lesincohérences ou dysfonctionnements des
fascias ;• les techniques permettant de restaurer leur mobiliténaturelle et ainsi d'agir sur les os, les
muscles, les tendons, les ligaments, les nerfs, les viscères.Cette nouvelle édition intègre le résultat
des recherches scientifiques récentes et s'enrichit aussi denouveaux contenus :• Un nouveau
chapitre sur l'application des anatomy trains dans le mouvement ;• Une nouvelle annexe présentant
les anatomy trains chez les quadrupèdes (chevaux et chiens) ;• Le compendium fascial est actualisé
(éléments, propriétés, neurologie et origines du système fascial).Cet ouvrage richement illustré par
plus de 570 figures (illustrations, photographies, clichés de dissection)offre des compléments en
ligne, en langue anglaise, de vidéos, d'animations et de webinars avec l'auteur.Anatomy Trains® est
destiné à tous les professionnels concernés par la structure et le mouvement :ostéopathes,
kinésithérapeutes, chiropracteurs, thérapeutes manuels mais aussi les acupuncteurs et lespraticiens
de Médecine traditionnelle chinoise.
  anatomy of a meme: Screens, Music and Audiences Enrique Encabo, 2022-07-19 Our lives
in the 21st century can no longer be understood without audiovisual culture, which not only
conditions our daily lives, but also the way we access and understand reality. This book, formed by
the contributions of 11 researchers, analyzes different aspects in order to better understand the
relationship between image, music and audiences. It attends to mainstream culture, studying the
meaning of music in products such as The Lord of the Rings, The Chronicles of Narnia, Harry Potter,
Blade Runner, La mala educación and Treme. In short, the book explores the relationship between
audiences, sound, noise, music and audiovisual media, a relationship whose history spans more than
a century and which continues to offer artistic products that can be analyzed from sociological,
semiotic and cultural perspectives.
  anatomy of a meme: Meme Evolution Michael Davis, AI, 2025-03-29 Meme Evolution explores
the transformation of internet memes from simple jokes to potent forces shaping culture and
political discourse. This book offers a comprehensive analysis of meme culture, examining its
origins, spread, and societal impact in the digital age. Memes function as agents of cultural
transmission, reflecting and shaping our collective consciousness. The book argues that memes are
powerful units of cultural information, not merely fleeting internet fads. It highlights the historical
rise of the internet and social media, providing context for understanding how information now flows
online. The book progresses through key topics, including the evolution of memes from early



internet forums to global social media platforms, the semiotic mechanisms underlying their virality,
and their use in political mobilization. By examining case studies, Meme Evolution traces the spread
and transformation of specific memes across different online communities. It also analyzes the role
of memes in contemporary politics, exploring how they frame political issues, mobilize voters, and
challenge power structures. This analysis relies on qualitative and quantitative research methods,
including discourse analysis and network analysis. A unique aspect of this book is its focus on the
ethical dimensions of meme culture, exploring the potential for memes to spread misinformation and
manipulate public opinion. It concludes by discussing the ethical implications of meme warfare and
offering strategies for responsible meme creation and consumption. This makes Meme Evolution
valuable to anyone interested in understanding the power and influence of memes in the digital age.
  anatomy of a meme: Internet Memes and Copyright Law Brian Chun Lok Leung, 2025-09-30
This book explores the intricate relationship between copyright law and internet meme culture,
challenging an assumption that copyright is a barrier to digital creativity. Using the lens of internet
memes to analyse copyright law in the context of participatory remix culture, the book confronts a
common perception that copyright is the 'destroyer' of internet memes on social media platforms.
Following the European Union’s Copyright Directive, widely known as the 'Meme Ban', this book
critically examines whether copyright might instead be reimagined to foster rather than inhibit
re-creations that define internet meme culture. The book argues that this culture directly challenges
copyright's core assumptions, and proposes a new, holistic approach to copyright that distinguishes
between traditional and emergent forms of creative processes. Arguing for a flexible interpretation
of copyright that limits private proprietary rights in the case of internet memes, it provides a legal
framework to support socio-cultural discourse without undermining copyright's foundational
principles. Covering core copyright concepts such as authorship, idea/expression, originality, fair
dealing, and user rights, the book provides a compelling argument as to how copyright can adapt to
the digital age as a 'protector' of cultural expressions, ensuring that internet memes are not only
preserved but celebrated. The book will be of interest to researchers in the field of copyright law,
the law of emerging technologies, and intellectual property law.
  anatomy of a meme: Social Media and Politics Glenn W. Richardson Jr., 2016-11-21 This
two-volume set explores the various ways social media are profoundly changing politics in America.
The last decade has seen dramatic changes in the U.S. political process. The advent of social media
and other new forms of expression have enabled an unprecedented number of citizens to enter the
political arena by expressing their opinions about issues and candidates in ways that can influence
untold numbers of voters and officials. But the vast majority of politicians have not fully grasped how
social media has fundamentally changed the process of communication or adjusted to the dramatic
shift in political power that is taking place. Written by experts on the intersections of politics, public
opinion, and popular culture, this book examines how new media have brought political power to the
people like never before, provided new channels through which politicians communicate and
attempt to influence public opinion, and caused a game-changing shift in political power. Volume
one focuses on how savvy politicians are learning to communicate in new ways via new media in
order to enhance their political appeal. The second volume examines the various ways in which
individuals or groups who use new/social media are affecting voters' decisions, applying pressure to
elected or appointed officials, and influencing the direction of the country.
  anatomy of a meme: The Pragmatics of Internet Memes Chaoqun Xie, 2022-05-15 What is a
meme? What is in a meme? What does ‘living in/with memes’ actually mean? What do memes mean
to human beings dwelling in a life-world at once connected and fragmented by the internet and
social media? Answers to and ways of answering these and other meme questions that arise in social
events represent human assistance in or resistance to meaning making. A pragmatic perspective on
internet memes as a way of seeing in social life experience offers a unique window on how meme
matters in mediated (inter)actions turn out to be inextricably intertwined with human beings’
presencing and essencing in the life-world. Ultimately, this volume seeks to reveal what and how
serious if not unsayable concerns can be concealed behind the seemingly humorous, carefree and



colorful carnival of internet memes across cultures, contexts, genres and modalities. This book will
be of some value to anyone keen on the dynamics of memes and internet pragmatics and on critical
insights that can be garnered in kaleidoscopic multimodal communication. Originally published as
special issue of Internet Pragmatics 3:2 (2020).
  anatomy of a meme: Internet Memes and Society Anastasia Denisova, 2019-03-21 This book
provides a solid, encompassing definition of Internet memes, exploring both the common features of
memes around the globe and their particular regional traits. It identifies and explains the roles that
these viral texts play in Internet communication: cultural, social and political implications;
significance for self-representation and identity formation; promotion of alternative opinion or
trending interpretation; and subversive and resistant power in relation to professional media,
propaganda, and traditional and digital political campaigning. It also offers unique comparative case
studies of Internet memes in Russia and the United States.
  anatomy of a meme: Memes in Digital Culture Limor Shifman, 2013-10-04 Taking “Gangnam
Style” seriously: what Internet memes can tell us about digital culture. In December 2012, the
exuberant video “Gangnam Style” became the first YouTube clip to be viewed more than one billion
times. Thousands of its viewers responded by creating and posting their own variations of the
video—“Mitt Romney Style,” “NASA Johnson Style,” “Egyptian Style,” and many others. “Gangnam
Style” (and its attendant parodies, imitations, and derivations) is one of the most famous examples of
an Internet meme: a piece of digital content that spreads quickly around the web in various
iterations and becomes a shared cultural experience. In this book, Limor Shifman investigates
Internet memes and what they tell us about digital culture. Shifman discusses a series of well-known
Internet memes—including “Leave Britney Alone,” the pepper-spraying cop, LOLCats, Scumbag
Steve, and Occupy Wall Street's “We Are the 99 Percent.” She offers a novel definition of Internet
memes: digital content units with common characteristics, created with awareness of each other,
and circulated, imitated, and transformed via the Internet by many users. She differentiates memes
from virals; analyzes what makes memes and virals successful; describes popular meme genres;
discusses memes as new modes of political participation in democratic and nondemocratic regimes;
and examines memes as agents of globalization. Memes, Shifman argues, encapsulate some of the
most fundamental aspects of the Internet in general and of the participatory Web 2.0 culture in
particular. Internet memes may be entertaining, but in this book Limor Shifman makes a compelling
argument for taking them seriously.
  anatomy of a meme: COVID-19: Individual Rights and Community Responsibilities J.
Michael Ryan, 2023-01-31 COVID-19: Individual Rights and Community Responsibilities provides
critical insights into the tensions between individual rights and community responsibilities during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Questions about mandates, lockdowns, priorities, and broader questions
related to neighborly responsibilities and human rights have been central to debates about how to
confront the pandemic. The scholarship presented in this volume adds to those debates by
confronting such issues as the role of social media in spreading misinformation, mask mandates,
pandemic politics, and the very ethos of what is meant by human and individual rights. Drawing on
the expertise of scholars from around the world, the work presented here represents a remarkable
diversity and quality of impassioned scholarship on the impact of COVID-19 and is a timely and
critical advance in knowledge related to the pandemic.
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