markov process linear algebra

markov process linear algebra is a fascinating intersection of probability theory and linear algebra that plays
a crucial role in various fields such as statistics, machine learning, economics, and more. Understanding
Markov processes requires a solid grasp of the principles of linear algebra, as they provide the mathematical
framework for analyzing systems that transition from one state to another. This article delves into the
fundamental concepts of Markov processes, their representation through matrices, and the applications of
linear algebra in this context. We will explore key topics including the definition of Markov processes,

transition matrices, the stationary distribution, and practical applications in different domains.
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Introduction to Markov Processes

Markov processes are stochastic models that describe systems where the next state depends only on the
current state and not on the sequence of events that preceded it. This property is known as the
"memoryless” property or the Markov property. In essence, a Markov process can be thought of as a

random walk on a state space where transitions between states occur with certain probabilities.

Formally, a Markov process can be defined by a set of states, a transition probability matrix, and initial state
probabilities. The transition probability matrix encapsulates the probabilities of moving from one state to
another, serving as a crucial component in the analysis of these processes. The simplicity and power of
Markov processes allow them to model a wide range of phenomena, from queueing systems to genetic

sequences.



Fundamentals of Linear Algebra

Linear algebra provides the essential tools and frameworks necessary for the mathematical modeling of
Markov processes. Key concepts from linear algebra that are particularly relevant include vectors, matrices,
eigenvalues, and eigenvectors. Understanding these concepts is vital for analyzing transition matrices and

deriving important properties of Markov processes.

Vectors and Matrices

In linear algebra, a vector is an ordered list of numbers, which can represent states in a Markov process. A
matrix, on the other hand, is a rectangular array of numbers and can be used to represent the transition
probabilities between states. For instance, if we have a Markov process with three states, the transition

matrix might look like this:

o [0.1, 0.6, 0.3]
o [04,04,02]

o [0.7, 0.2, 0.1]

Each element P(i,j) represents the probability of transitioning from state i to state j. Understanding how to

manipulate these matrices is critical for studying the behavior of Markov processes.

Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors

Eigenvalues and eigenvectors are fundamental concepts in linear algebra that are particularly useful in the
analysis of Markov processes. They provide insights into the long-term behavior of the system. The
eigenvalues of a transition matrix can indicate stability and convergence properties, while the associated

eigenvectors can help identify stationary distributions.



Transition Matrices and Their Properties

The transition matrix is a central component of Markov processes. It provides a comprehensive summary of
the probabilities of moving between states. Transition matrices have several key properties that are

important for their analysis:

Properties of Transition Matrices

e Stochastic Nature: All entries in a transition matrix must be non-negative and each row must sum to
1.

e Irreducibility: A Markov chain is irreducible if it is possible to reach any state from any other state.
e Aperiodicity: A Markov chain is aperiodic if it does not get trapped in cycles.

e Absorption: An absorbing state is one that, once entered, cannot be left.

Understanding these properties allows researchers and analysts to classify and predict the behavior of
Markov processes accurately. For example, irreducibility ensures that the entire state space can be

explored, while aperiodicity guarantees that the system does not oscillate indefinitely between states.

Stationary Distributions and Long-term Behavior

The stationary distribution of a Markov process is a probability distribution that remains invariant as time
progresses. In simpler terms, if the system is in a stationary distribution, the probabilities of being in each
state do not change over time. This concept is crucial for understanding the long-term behavior of Markov

processes.

Finding the Stationary Distribution

To find the stationary distribution, one typically solves the equation nP = n, where 7 is the stationary
distribution vector and P is the transition matrix. This equation reflects the idea that the probability of

being in each state remains constant after transitions are applied.



In practice, the stationary distribution can often be derived using the following steps:

1. Set up the system of equations based on nP = =.
2. Add the constraint that the sum of the probabilities in © must equal 1.

3. Solve the resulting linear equations to find the values for the stationary distribution.

Applications of Markov Processes in Various Fields

Markov processes have a wide range of applications across various domains, leveraging their ability to

model dynamic systems. Here are some notable areas where they play a significant role:

Economics and Finance

In economics, Markov processes are used to model market dynamics, consumer behavior, and the evolution
of economic indicators. They can help in predicting transitions between different economic states, such as

recession and growth.

Machine Learning

Markov processes underpin several machine learning algorithms, particularly in reinforcement learning
and natural language processing. Hidden Markov Models (HMMs) are a prime example, used extensively

in speech recognition and bioinformatics.

Queueing Theory

In operations research, Markov processes are fundamental in analyzing queueing systems. They help

understand service processes, customer behavior, and resource allocation in various service industries.



Conclusion

In summary, the study of markov process linear algebra reveals a rich interplay between probability and
linear algebra, providing powerful tools for modeling and analyzing systems that evolve over time. The
concepts of transition matrices, stationary distributions, and the properties of Markov processes are
foundational in understanding their applications across diverse fields. As technology and data science
continue to evolve, the relevance and application of Markov processes will undoubtedly expand, making a

solid understanding of these concepts increasingly important.

Q What is a Markov process?

A: A Markov process is a stochastic model where the future state depends only on the current state and not

on prior states, characterized by the memoryless property.

Q How do transition matrices work in Markov processes?

A: Transition matrices represent the probabilities of moving from one state to another in a Markov process,

with each row summing to 1.

Q What is the significance of the stationary distribution?

A: The stationary distribution indicates the long-term behavior of a Markov process, remaining invariant

over time, providing insights into the probabilities of being in various states.

Q How can I find the stationary distribution of a Markov chain?

A: The stationary distribution can be found by solving the equation nP = &, along with the constraint that

the sum of probabilities equals 1.

Q What are some applications of Markov processes?

A: Markov processes are applied in economics, finance, machine learning (e.g., hidden Markov models), and

queueing theory to model dynamic systems and predict behaviors.

Q What are the properties of transition matrices?

A: Key properties include being stochastic (non-negative entries summing to 1), irreducibility (ability to

reach any state), aperiodicity (no cycles), and the presence of absorbing states.



Q Why is linear algebra important in studying Markov processes?

A: Linear algebra provides the mathematical tools necessary to analyze transition matrices, eigenvalues, and

eigenvectors, which are crucial for understanding the behavior of Markov processes.

Q: Can Markov processes be applied to real-world problems?

A: Yes, Markov processes are widely used in various fields such as economics, machine learning, and

operations research to model and analyze real-world systems.

Q What is the memoryless property in Markov processes?

A: The memoryless property means that the future state of a process depends only on the current state and

not on the sequence of past states or events.

Q How do you interpret the entries of a transition matrix?

A: Each entry in a transition matrix represents the probability of transitioning from one state to another,

providing a framework for understanding state changes in the Markov process.
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markov process linear algebra: Linear Algebra, Markov Chains, and Queueing Models
Carl D. Meyer, Robert J. Plemmons, 2012-12-06 This IMA Volume in Mathematics and its
Applications LINEAR ALGEBRA, MARKOV CHAINS, AND QUEUEING MODELS is based on the
proceedings of a workshop which was an integral part of the 1991-92 IMA program on Applied
Linear Algebra. We thank Carl Meyer and R.]J. Plemmons for editing the proceedings. We also take
this opportunity to thank the National Science Founda tion, whose financial support made the
workshop possible. A vner Friedman Willard Miller, Jr. xi PREFACE This volume contains some of
the lectures given at the workshop Lin ear Algebra, Markov Chains, and Queueing Models held
January 13-17, 1992, as part of the Year of Applied Linear Algebra at the Institute for Mathematics
and its Applications. Markov chains and queueing models play an increasingly important role in the
understanding of complex systems such as computer, communi cation, and transportation systems.
Linear algebra is an indispensable tool in such research, and this volume collects a selection of
important papers in this area. The articles contained herein are representative of the underlying
purpose of the workshop, which was to bring together practitioners and re searchers from the areas
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of linear algebra, numerical analysis, and queueing theory who share a common interest of analyzing
and solving finite state Markov chains. The papers in this volume are grouped into three major
categories-perturbation theory and error analysis, iterative methods, and applications regarding
queueing models.

markov process linear algebra: Markov Set-Chains Darald J. Hartfiel, 2006-11-14 In this
study extending classical Markov chain theory to handle fluctuating transition matrices, the author
develops a theory of Markov set-chains and provides numerous examples showing how that theory
can be applied. Chapters are concluded with a discussion of related research. Readers who can
benefit from this monograph are those interested in, or involved with, systems whose data is
imprecise or that fluctuate with time. A background equivalent to a course in linear algebra and one
in probability theory should be sufficient.

markov process linear algebra: Linear Algebra and Smarandache Linear Algebra W. B.
Vasantha Kandasamy, 2003 In this book the author analyzes the Smarandache linear algebra, and
introduces several other concepts like the Smarandache semilinear algebra, Smarandache bilinear
algebra and Smarandache anti-linear algebra. We indicate that Smarandache vector spaces of type
IT will be used in the study of neutrosophic logic and its applications to Markov chains and Leontief
Economic models ? both of these research topics have intense industrial applications. The
Smarandache linear algebra, is defined to be a Smarandache vector space of type II, on which there
is an additional operation called product, such that for all a, b in V, ab is in V.The Smarandache
vector space of type II is defined to be a module V defined over a Smarandache ring R such that V is
a vector space over a proper subset k of R, where k is a field.

markov process linear algebra: Markov Chains: Theory and Applications , 2025-03-28
Markov Chains: Theory and Applications, Volume 52 in the Handbook of Statistics series, highlights
new advances in the field, with this new volume presenting interesting chapters on topics such as
Markov Chain Estimation, Approximation, and Aggregation for Average Reward Markov Decision
Processes and Reinforcement Learning, Ladder processes: symmetric functions and semigroups,
Continuous-time Markov Chains and Models: Study via Forward Kolmogorov System, Analysis of
Data Following Finite-State Continuous-Time Markov Chains, Computational applications of poverty
measurement through Markov model for income classes, and more.Other sections cover Estimation
and calibration of continuous time Markov chains, Additive High-Order Markov Chains, The role of
the random-product technique in the theory of Markov chains on a countable state space., On
estimation problems based on type I Longla copulas, and Long time behavior of continuous time
Markov chains. - Provides the latest information on Markov Chains: Theory And Applications - Offers
outstanding and original reviews on a range of Markov Chains research topics - Serves as an
indispensable reference for researchers and students alike

markov process linear algebra: Linear Algebra and Matrices Helene Shapiro, 2015-10-08
Linear algebra and matrix theory are fundamental tools for almost every area of mathematics, both
pure and applied. This book combines coverage of core topics with an introduction to some areas in
which linear algebra plays a key role, for example, block designs, directed graphs, error correcting
codes, and linear dynamical systems. Notable features include a discussion of the Weyr
characteristic and Weyr canonical forms, and their relationship to the better-known Jordan canonical
form; the use of block cyclic matrices and directed graphs to prove Frobenius's theorem on the
structure of the eigenvalues of a nonnegative, irreducible matrix; and the inclusion of such
combinatorial topics as BIBDs, Hadamard matrices, and strongly regular graphs. Also included are
McCoy's theorem about matrices with property P, the Bruck-Ryser-Chowla theorem on the existence
of block designs, and an introduction to Markov chains. This book is intended for those who are
familiar with the linear algebra covered in a typical first course and are interested in learning more
advanced results.

markov process linear algebra: Nonlinearly Perturbed Semi-Markov Processes Dmitrii
Silvestrov, Sergei Silvestrov, 2017-09-06 The book presents new methods of asymptotic analysis for
nonlinearly perturbed semi-Markov processes with a finite phase space. These methods are based on



special time-space screening procedures for sequential phase space reduction of semi-Markov
processes combined with the systematical use of operational calculus for Laurent asymptotic
expansions. Effective recurrent algorithms are composed for getting asymptotic expansions, without
and with explicit upper bounds for remainders, for power moments of hitting times, stationary and
conditional quasi-stationary distributions for nonlinearly perturbed semi-Markov processes. These
results are illustrated by asymptotic expansions for birth-death-type semi-Markov processes, which
play an important role in various applications. The book will be a useful contribution to the
continuing intensive studies in the area. It is an essential reference for theoretical and applied
researchers in the field of stochastic processes and their applications that will contribute to
continuing extensive studies in the area and remain relevant for years to come.

markov process linear algebra: Strong Stable Markov Chains N. V. Kartashov, 2019-01-14
No detailed description available for Strong Stable Markov Chains.

markov process linear algebra: Non-Homogeneous Markov Chains and Systems P.-C.G.
Vassiliou, 2022-12-21 Non-Homogeneous Markov Chains and Systems: Theory and Applications
fulfills two principal goals. It is devoted to the study of non-homogeneous Markov chains in the first
part, and to the evolution of the theory and applications of non-homogeneous Markov systems
(populations) in the second. The book is self-contained, requiring a moderate background in basic
probability theory and linear algebra, common to most undergraduate programs in mathematics,
statistics, and applied probability. There are some advanced parts, which need measure theory and
other advanced mathematics, but the readers are alerted to these so they may focus on the basic
results. Features A broad and accessible overview of non-homogeneous Markov chains and systems
Fills a significant gap in the current literature A good balance of theory and applications, with
advanced mathematical details separated from the main results Many illustrative examples of
potential applications from a variety of fields Suitable for use as a course text for postgraduate
students of applied probability, or for self-study Potential applications included could lead to other
quantitative areas The book is primarily aimed at postgraduate students, researchers, and
practitioners in applied probability and statistics, and the presentation has been planned and
structured in a way to provide flexibility in topic selection so that the text can be adapted to meet
the demands of different course outlines. The text could be used to teach a course to students
studying applied probability at a postgraduate level or for self-study. It includes many illustrative
examples of potential applications, in order to be useful to researchers from a variety of fields.

markov process linear algebra: Issues in Algebra, Geometry, and Topology: 2013
Edition , 2013-06-20 Issues in Algebra, Geometry, and Topology / 2013 Edition is a
ScholarlyEditions™ book that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about
Topology. The editors have built Issues in Algebra, Geometry, and Topology: 2013 Edition on the
vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the information about Topology in
this book to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable,
authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in Algebra, Geometry, and Topology:
2013 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers, analysts, research
institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written,
assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us. You
now have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and credibility. More information is
available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.

markov process linear algebra: Introduction to Linear Algebra with Applications Stephen H.
Friedberg, Arnold J. Insel, 1986

markov process linear algebra: Data Analysis for Scientists and Engineers Edward L.
Robinson, 2016-09-20 Data Analysis for Scientists and Engineers is a modern, graduate-level text on
data analysis techniques for physical science and engineering students as well as working scientists
and engineers. Edward Robinson emphasizes the principles behind various techniques so that
practitioners can adapt them to their own problems, or develop new techniques when necessary.
Robinson divides the book into three sections. The first section covers basic concepts in probability



and includes a chapter on Monte Carlo methods with an extended discussion of Markov chain Monte
Carlo sampling. The second section introduces statistics and then develops tools for fitting models to
data, comparing and contrasting techniques from both frequentist and Bayesian perspectives. The
final section is devoted to methods for analyzing sequences of data, such as correlation functions,
periodograms, and image reconstruction. While it goes beyond elementary statistics, the text is
self-contained and accessible to readers from a wide variety of backgrounds. Specialized
mathematical topics are included in an appendix. Based on a graduate course on data analysis that
the author has taught for many years, and couched in the looser, workaday language of scientists
and engineers who wrestle directly with data, this book is ideal for courses on data analysis and a
valuable resource for students, instructors, and practitioners in the physical sciences and
engineering. In-depth discussion of data analysis for scientists and engineers Coverage of both
frequentist and Bayesian approaches to data analysis Extensive look at analysis techniques for
time-series data and images Detailed exploration of linear and nonlinear modeling of data Emphasis
on error analysis Instructor's manual (available only to professors)

markov process linear algebra: Nonlinear Analysis, Geometry and Applications Diaraf Seck,
Kinvi Kangni, Philibert Nang, Marie Salomon Sambou, 2020-11-20 This book gathers nineteen
papers presented at the first NLAGA-BIRS Symposium, which was held at the Cheikh Anta Diop
University in Dakar, Senegal, on June 24-28, 2019. The four-day symposium brought together
African experts on nonlinear analysis and geometry and their applications, as well as their
international partners, to present and discuss mathematical results in various areas. The main goal
of the NLAGA project is to advance and consolidate the development of these mathematical fields in
West and Central Africa with a focus on solving real-world problems such as coastal erosion,
pollution, and urban network and population dynamics problems. The book addresses a range of
topics related to partial differential equations, geometrical analysis of optimal shapes, geometric
structures, optimization and optimal transportation, control theory, and mathematical modeling.

markov process linear algebra: Krylov Methods for Nonsymmetric Linear Systems Gérard
Meurant, Jurjen Duintjer Tebbens, 2020-10-02 This book aims to give an encyclopedic overview of
the state-of-the-art of Krylov subspace iterative methods for solving nonsymmetric systems of
algebraic linear equations and to study their mathematical properties. Solving systems of algebraic
linear equations is among the most frequent problems in scientific computing; it is used in many
disciplines such as physics, engineering, chemistry, biology, and several others. Krylov methods
have progressively emerged as the iterative methods with the highest efficiency while being very
robust for solving large linear systems; they may be expected to remain so, independent of progress
in modern computer-related fields such as parallel and high performance computing. The
mathematical properties of the methods are described and analyzed along with their behavior in
finite precision arithmetic. A number of numerical examples demonstrate the properties and the
behavior of the described methods. Also considered are the methods’ implementations and coding as
Matlab®-like functions. Methods which became popular recently are considered in the general
framework of Q-OR (quasi-orthogonal )/Q-MR (quasi-minimum) residual methods. This book can be
useful for both practitioners and for readers who are more interested in theory. Together with a
review of the state-of-the-art, it presents a number of recent theoretical results of the authors, some
of them unpublished, as well as a few original algorithms. Some of the derived formulas might be
useful for the design of possible new methods or for future analysis. For the more applied user, the
book gives an up-to-date overview of the majority of the available Krylov methods for nonsymmetric
linear systems, including well-known convergence properties and, as we said above, template codes
that can serve as the base for more individualized and elaborate implementations.

markov process linear algebra: Exercises in Statistical Reasoning Michael R. Schwob,
Yunshan Duan, Beatrice Cantoni, Bernardo Flores-Lopez, Stephen G. Walker, 2025-04-07 Students
cultivate learning techniques in school that emphasize procedural problem solving and rote
memorization. This leads to efficient problem solving for familiar problems. However, conducting
novel research is an exercise in creative problem solving that is at odds with a procedural approach;



it requires thinking deeply about the topic and crafting solutions to unique problems. It is not easy to
move from a topic-based, carefully curated curriculum to the daunting world of independent
research, where solutions are unknown and may not even exist. In developing this book, we
considered our experiences as graduate students that faced this transition. Exercises in Statistical
Reasoning is a collection of exercises designed to strengthen creative problem-solving skills. The
exercises are designed to encourage readers to understand the key points of a problem while
seeking knowledge, rather than separating out these two activities. To complete the exercises,
readers may need to reference the literature, which is how research-based knowledge is often
acquired. Features of the Exercises The exercises are self-contained, though several build upon
concepts from previous problems. Each exercise opens with a brief introduction that emphasizes the
relevance of the content. Then, the problem statement is presented as a series of intermediate
questions. For each exercise, we suggest one possible solution, though many may exist. Following
each solution, we discuss the historical background of the content and points of interest. For many
exercises, a brief demonstration is provided that illustrates relevant concepts. There is an
abundance of high-quality textbooks that cover a vast range of statistical topics. However, there is
also a lack of texts that focus on the development of problem-solving techniques that are required
for conducting novel statistical research. We believe that this book helps fill the gap. Any reader
familiar with graduate-level classical and Bayesian statistics may use this book. The goal is to
provide a resource that such students can use to ease their transition to conducting novel research.

markov process linear algebra: Introduction to Linear Bialgebra W. B. Vasantha Kandasamy,
Florentin Smarandache, K. Ilanthenral, 2005 In the modern age of development, it has become
essential for any algebraic structure to enjoy greater acceptance and research significance only
when it has extensive applications to other fields.This new algebraic concept, Linear Bialgebra, is
one that will find applications to several fields like bigraphs, algebraic coding/communication theory
(bicodes, best biapproximations), Markov bichains, Markov bioprocess and Leonief Economic
bimodels: these are also brought out in this book.Here, the linear bialgebraic structure is given
sub-bistructures and super-structures called the smarandache neutrosophic linear bialgebra which
will easily yield itself to the above applications.

markov process linear algebra: Inference and Learning from Data: Volume 2 Ali H. Sayed,
2022-12-22 This extraordinary three-volume work, written in an engaging and rigorous style by a
world authority in the field, provides an accessible, comprehensive introduction to the full spectrum
of mathematical and statistical techniques underpinning contemporary methods in data-driven
learning and inference. This second volume, Inference, builds on the foundational topics established
in volume I to introduce students to techniques for inferring unknown variables and quantities,
including Bayesian inference, Monte Carlo Markov Chain methods, maximum-likelihood estimation,
hidden Markov models, Bayesian networks, and reinforcement learning. A consistent structure and
pedagogy is employed throughout this volume to reinforce student understanding, with over 350
end-of-chapter problems (including solutions for instructors), 180 solved examples, almost 200
figures, datasets and downloadable Matlab code. Supported by sister volumes Foundations and
Learning, and unique in its scale and depth, this textbook sequence is ideal for early-career
researchers and graduate students across many courses in signal processing, machine learning,
statistical analysis, data science and inference.

markov process linear algebra: Recent Advances in Computational Optimization Stefka
Fidanova, 2019-06-21 This book presents new optimization approaches and methods and their
application in real-world and industrial problems. Numerous processes and problems in real life and
industry can be represented as optimization problems, including modeling physical processes,
wildfire, natural hazards and metal nanostructures, workforce planning, wireless network topology,
parameter settings for controlling different processes, extracting elements from video clips, and
management of cloud computing environments. This book shows how to develop algorithms for
these problems, based on new intelligent methods like evolutionary computations, ant colony
optimization and constraint programming, and demonstrates how real-world problems arising in




engineering, economics and other domains can be formulated as optimization problems. The book is
useful for researchers and practitioners alike.

markov process linear algebra: From Particle Systems to Partial Differential Equations
Cédric Bernardin, Frangois Golse, Patricia Gongalves, Valeria Ricci, Ana Jacinta Soares, 2021-05-30
This book includes the joint proceedings of the International Conference on Particle Systems and
PDEs VI, VII and VIII. Particle Systems and PDEs VI was held in Nice, France, in
November/December 2017, Particle Systems and PDEs VII was held in Palermo, Italy, in November
2018, and Particle Systems and PDEs VIII was held in Lisbon, Portugal, in December 2019. Most of
the papers are dealing with mathematical problems motivated by different applications in physics,
engineering, economics, chemistry and biology. They illustrate methods and topics in the study of
particle systems and PDEs and their relation. The book is recommended to probabilists, analysts and
to those mathematicians in general, whose work focuses on topics in mathematical physics,
stochastic processes and differential equations, as well as to those physicists who work in statistical
mechanics and kinetic theory.

markov process linear algebra: Essential Math for AI Hala Nelson, 2023-01-04 Companies
are scrambling to integrate Al into their systems and operations. But to build truly successful
solutions, you need a firm grasp of the underlying mathematics. This accessible guide walks you
through the math necessary to thrive in the Al field such as focusing on real-world applications
rather than dense academic theory. Engineers, data scientists, and students alike will examine
mathematical topics critical for Al--including regression, neural networks, optimization,
backpropagation, convolution, Markov chains, and more--through popular applications such as
computer vision, natural language processing, and automated systems. And supplementary Jupyter
notebooks shed light on examples with Python code and visualizations. Whether you're just
beginning your career or have years of experience, this book gives you the foundation necessary to
dive deeper in the field. Understand the underlying mathematics powering Al systems, including
generative adversarial networks, random graphs, large random matrices, mathematical logic,
optimal control, and more Learn how to adapt mathematical methods to different applications from
completely different fields Gain the mathematical fluency to interpret and explain how Al systems
arrive at their decisions

markov process linear algebra: Exploiting Hidden Structure in Matrix Computations:
Algorithms and Applications Michele Benzi, Dario Bini, Daniel Kressner, Hans Munthe-Kaas, Charles
Van Loan, 2017-01-24 Focusing on special matrices and matrices which are in some sense "near’ to
structured matrices, this volume covers a broad range of topics of current interest in numerical
linear algebra. Exploitation of these less obvious structural properties can be of great importance in
the design of efficient numerical methods, for example algorithms for matrices with low-rank block
structure, matrices with decay, and structured tensor computations. Applications range from
quantum chemistry to queuing theory. Structured matrices arise frequently in applications.
Examples include banded and sparse matrices, Toeplitz-type matrices, and matrices with
semi-separable or quasi-separable structure, as well as Hamiltonian and symplectic matrices. The
associated literature is enormous, and many efficient algorithms have been developed for solving
problems involving such matrices. The text arose from a C.I.M.E. course held in Cetraro (Italy) in
June 2015 which aimed to present this fast growing field to young researchers, exploiting the
expertise of five leading lecturers with different theoretical and application perspectives.
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